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Happy New Year! Welcome back to Garvy School, Bulldogs!
Welcome to 2019! Where has this decade gone?! January means the promise of a full
year of new beginnings and it is so exciting.
To recap some of the awesome fun in December, our annual Tunes on the Turf was a
huge success. It was wonderful remembering the various decades that have brought
Garvy School to where it is today. A very special thank you to Mr. Joseph for always
being our assembly guru - the students have so much fun learning their songs with
you!! Ms. Gray, the Garvy Cheer Squad, Mrs. O’Brien, Mrs. Hanley, Mrs. Shehab and
Ms. Khou - we also couldn’t have done this without you!! The PTA held a very festive
Holiday Happenings and students in Kindergarten rode the Polar Express! It’s so much
fun being in an elementary school throughout December- it really adds warmth and joy
to the season!
For the winter season, our students have the option of playing in the snow during
recess. We will continue to plan outdoor recess so long as the temperatures and windchill are at or above 20 Degrees. If you allow your child to play in the snow, please send
them dressed appropriately with snow pants and boots. I don’t know about you, but by
the time I get home from work, it is dark and too cold to play in the snow! Students can
bring or leave a pair of shoes in their locker when wearing boots to school.
Our attendance goal for the month of January is to be at least at 96%!! Our overall
school rating is dependent on our attendance - 20% of our school rating is actually on
student attendance! If your child is able and healthy, please make sure that they are in
attendance for the full school day 8:30 AM-3:30 PM every day! I want to thank you for
sending in notes when students are absent and trying not to pick up your child for early
dismissals, too. Every action counts!
I would like to announce two new staff members that have joined our Garvy School
community. Mr. Jose Perez is our new Security Officer! Ms. Dorcas Noland has also
joined the Garvy staff as our new Special Education teacher. We are pleased to begin
the 2019 year with you here!
The next LSC meeting is in February on Tuesday, February 20th at 5:00 P.M. Hope to
see you there!
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Garvy School is the pride of the Northwest side!!!
Follow us
@JWGarvyBulldogs
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“We don’t merely book your travel; we can help you
HAPPY 2019!!!
realize
yourhadtravel
dreams
you give us an idea of what
Hope everyone
a wonderful
and restfulifbreak!
kind of experience you seek.”
ATTENTION 8 Grade Students and Parents
The High School Application process for Chicago Public Schools is now closed.
HOWEVER, there will be more options left after the first and second rounds.
See GoCPS for more information on high school information.
th

Girls on the Run and Heart & Sole (Girls grades 3-8)
There will be an information session after the Winter Break on January 10, 2019 at 8:00am. We will go
over some details on how the registration process will work and how it will be first come first serve
once the coaches have determined the days of the week they will be having practices.
If you are not able to attend, please send your interested student anyway.
If you have any interest in becoming a Coach or an Assistant Coach, please contact me immediately.
FUN FRIDAYS!
Let’s start fresh for 2019!
Parents, please continue to encourage and support your students to complete their homework and
come to school EVERY DAY and on time, so they can participate in this fun weekly reward!

AAC DONATIONS SUPPORT STUDENTS’ SCIENCE SAVVY
Thanks to generous donations from Garvy families, the Adopt-A-Classroom Committee (AAC) recently
provided matching funds to purchase a new science curriculum for Garvy students. This means new
classroom and teacher materials to strengthen Garvy’s commitment to a strong STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) environment. Donations to the Walk-A-Thon and sales from “Pride of the Northwest
Side” lawn signs show your support.
Join the AAC to work on supporting other STEM and classroom enrichment needs! We are a small group of
Garvy parents who work together to raise funds that directly impact all students’ classrooms. Attend the next
meeting Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 4 pm or contact garvyschoolaac@gmail.com.

MOBYMAX CONTESTS
The Mobymax online program is used throughout Garvy school in
multiple subjects for personalized instruction. They regularly hold
contests for the student users. Congratulations to the following
students for winning the most recent MobyMax Challenge:
Ms. Martin’s class: Amelia R, Julia M, and Rihanna M.
Ms. Ganci’s class: Ethan H and Aaron I.
Ms. Hanley’s class: Dorian G, Alyssa E, and Liliana G.

YEARBOOK ORDERS
Pre-order your 2018-2019 yearbook
today!
It's been a great school year so far and
we've been capturing fun memories for
the yearbook. Don't miss out on all the
events that are happening at Garvy.
Pre-order your yearbook today at
ybpay.lifetouch.com using our school's
Yearbook ID Code 10190219.
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Happy New Year!
It’s 2019. That number sounds crazy to me. I feel like it was just 2000 and we were all afraid of the Y2K epidemic. Now we are quickly
approaching 2020. How fast did that come along! New calendar years bring new opportunities and new challenges.
Recently, I read something profound and I wanted to share with all of you:
When you think about it, a rubber band is absolutely useless. Actually it has no worth at all unless it’s stretched. Henry Ford said
“there is no man living who isn’t capable of more than he thinks he can do.” Honestly, we all are just like rubber bands. It’s possible to
meander through much of life without being stretched and it would be a monotonous and unproductive life. Unless you attempt to do
more than you think you can do, you will never accomplish what you can truly do. If you do not do all you can do, you are a failure in
some ways.
At the end of 2018, to say I was stretched a little thin was an understatement. To say I was almost at a breaking point
several times was more accurate. I learned several life lessons from a rubber band. Just when you think you’ve
reached the end of your patience or energy, there’s a tad more stretch to devote to the next task, a family
member, or the next student who is in need. I want to give all of you a virtual rubber band and remind you to
not be afraid to be a rubber band and stretch yourselves in 2019!

A couple of reminders:





The Winter NWEA testing will continue this month. Particular testing dates for your child will vary. Please look for further
details from your child’s teacher.
Every day, we have recess outside unless the wind chill is below 20 degrees or there is precipitation. So please dress your
child appropiately for the weather. Boots should be worn if it snows and students are to bring a change of shoes to be
worn in the building. Shorts cannot be worn to school again until April.
Students are asked to leave the school grounds at dismissal time, if you are not accompanied by an adult. Supervision by
school personnel ends at 3:30pm.
OUR MAGIC NUMBER FOR ATTENDANCE IS 797. We need to have at least 797 students in attendance each day
to meet our attendance goal of 96% for the school year. Please avoid unnecessary absences, late arrivals, and
early dismissals when possible.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!!!

95.1%
THIS MONTH’S
OVERALL
ATTENDANCE RATE
Y-T-D: 95.9%

Homerooms with the highest attendance
this month
Primary: Homeroom 212, Ms. Bania- 96.5%
Intermediate: Homeroom 128, Ms. Collins- 96.9%
Upper: Homeroom 225, Ms. Panos- 96.8%
Congratulations to Homerooms 101, 109, 126, 128,
129 , 225. These students spelled attenDANCE (by
having 10 perfect attendance days). They all received
a mini-dance party to celebrate.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT!!!
Shedd Aquarium Field Trip Winners
The Chicago Public Library has awarded two of
our Garvy Bulldogs for their dedication to Summer
Reading at the Oriole Park branch.
Laila M. read over 11,000 minutes and Yasmine M.
read almost 12,000 minutes this summer. Both of
these scholars have been awared a free field trip
for their entire class to the Shedd Aquarium for
their entire class.

Holiday Happenings
Thank you to all of the “little elves” who assisted
with Holiday Happenings. A special shout-out to
Santa Claus played by Daniel B.
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Chicago Public Schools
www.garvyschool.org
John W. Garvy School
5225 N. Oak Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656
773-534-1185
773-534-1124 (fax)

Garvy Website
Please utilize our school
web page to get the
latest information about
our school. Email blasts
are generated regularly
to inform parents of the
upcoming events.
If you haven’t already,
please create an
account on our school
website!!
www.garvyschool.org

Primary Grades:

Room 103, Ms. Cavanaugh
Room 107, Ms. Ganci

Intermediate Grades: Room 128, Ms. Collins and Room 129, Ms. Anthony
Room 128, Ms. Collins
Upper Grades:

Room 125, Ms. McCain and Room 223, Ms. Panos
Room 125, Ms. McCain

January 9th, PBIS Fun Dress Up Day:
Jersey/ Sports Day

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
The winter afterschool programs will begin in January. To sign up, please
visit https://www.chessscholars.com/signup.
Let’s Build it Engineering Grades 1-6 Registration Code: JWG1.28.19
Mondays, January 28th – March 25th, 3:35 PM - 4:35 PM (8 Classes)
Chess Scholars Grades K-8
Registration Code: JWG1.15.19
Tuesdays, January 15th – March 5th, 3:35 PM - 4:35 PM (8 Classes)

Please support our
ongoing fundraiser
with the Amazon
Smile program.
Simply link your
Amazon account to JW
Garvy Adopt-aClassroom NFP group,
and 0.5% of every
purchase you make on
Amazon.com will be
donated back to
Garvy’s AAC.

Let’s Code it Grades 3-8
Registration Code: JWG1.23.19
Wednesdays, January 23rd – March 13th, 3:35 PM - 4:35 PM (8
Classes)

OUTDOOR RECESS
Bundle Up! Our schedule includes approximately 25 minutes of recess for all students in
grades K-8. We will continue to venture outside for this time, so we are asking that
students be prepared for the winter elements by wearing boots, hats, gloves, and
scarves to brave the weather.
We monitor the weather and will send students out if temperature and
wind chill (feels like temps) are 20 degrees and higher. It is highly
recommended that younger students (Grades K-1) have a change of
clothes available in their lockers If you have not sent clothes to school,
please do so.

PAWS: Practice Respect—Achieve—Willing to Work—Safe and Secure

The Golden Bulldog winners for the month of December were:

