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District Spotlight

The Franklin Ranch

The idea of The Franklin Ranch was generated by
the district and its bond committee back in 2010 through
discussions of possible ways Franklin ISD could improve
its support of our community via programs for its youth.
Committee and district discussions determined that Franklin
could use additional baseball and softball fields as well as
multi-purpose fields for football and soccer. The original
concept was expanded to include multi-generational facilities
when its property location became available. By the time
it was completed, The Ranch transformed into much more
than new sports fields for our youth. It became a place
that supported everyone in the community. At The Franklin
Ranch, people of all ages can exercise on over three miles
of walking trails, enjoy picnics under pavilions, try fishing
in the lake, delight in concerts and celebrate weddings at
the amphitheater. Franklin ISD also utilizes The Ranch for

numerous co-curricular and educational experiences for all
grade levels. This was all made possible by our community
with its overwhelming support of the 2011 bond. The Ranch
was paid off after only three years of existence and continues

its original concept to provide access to all Franklin youth
sport programs at no cost.
Today, The Franklin Ranch is under a continuous
five year contract with the Texas Premier League. This

organization hosts twenty-three baseball events each year
for its nine to eighteen year old players and brings in hundreds
of people from all over the state to share in the Franklin
experience. To date, approximately thirty events are hosted
each year at The Franklin Ranch by assisting organizations.
Out of town visitors who come to these events support The
Franklin Ranch as well as our business community year
round by spending money while here. These events help
offset maintenance to provide this wonderful park for our
community and its programs.
In addition to supporting our Franklin youth programs,
The Ranch also hires over fifty high school students to help
with its management. These students learn valuable skills
they will use the rest of their lives through the real-world
work program provided at The Franklin Ranch.
Franklin ISD believes that it belongs to its community
and giving back is one of its main goals. The Franklin Ranch
provides Franklin ISD with multiple opportunities to give
back to the community to which we all belong.
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FHS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

30th - Cross Country - 12:45pm
Old Settlers Park

OCTOBER
3rd - Volleyball – Franklin V/S
Lexington – Main Gym
4th - ASVAB
6th - Josten’s – Senior Cap &
Gown Info Packs Given
6th - 7:30 VFootball @ Cameron
6th - Volleyball @ Cameron
10th - Volleyball @ Academy
11th - PSAT
13th - Josten’s – Sr Cap & Gown
Orders due w/down Payment
13th - 1pm Pep Rally
**Homecoming
13th - 7:30 VFootball
V/S McGregor
**Homecoming @ Hedrick Field
14th - Volleyball @ Rogers
17th - Volleyball @ Rockdale
20th - Volleyball V/S Jarrell
Main Gym
24th - Volleyball V/S Hearne
Main Gym
27th - 7:30 VFootball @ Jarrell

Principal’s
Point-of-View
I am pleased to be a part of the inaugural publication of the Lion’s Roar at Franklin High School. School has been flying by,
and I have enjoyed visiting with many of you
at our community and athletic events. Our new
cell phone policy has been working well in our
classrooms. We appreciate your continued support with this practice.
Three weeks have passed quickly and before
we will know it will be Christmas. Please
monitor your student’s progress reports and
grades online. I am extremely proud of our
student organizations who have raised money
and supplies to school districts affected by
Hurricane Harvey. We have raised over $1,500
for these efforts. Thank you for generous
contributions.
The Lion’s Roar looks forward to giving the
community insights to Franklin High School.

Dalton Watkins & Casey Phillips
take the field for the first coin
flip of the season against the
Navasota Rattlers.

Student Council sends
school supplies to hurricane
ravaged areas with
“pass the helmet” donations
FHS Student Council raised $733 at a Pass the Helmet
event held during the first home football game. Members
of the Student Council matched that amount and rounded
it up to a total of $1500. All of this money is used to buy
school supplies for three adopted classrooms. The first
classroom, a biology class in Humble, received 150
binders, notebook paper, pens, and pencils. FHS
students wrote notes of encouragement which
were placed in the front of each binder. School
supplies for the second classroom are being
shipped next week to a geometry class in Refugio.
FHS Student Council will purchase supplies for a
third adopted classroom when their school is back
in session. The project is possible because of the
generous support of our community. Thank you,
Franklin!

pus News
Counselor’s
Corner

Get to know
your Teachers!
Shannon Groves

teaches:

What made you want to start teaching?
Alg I, Pre-AP Pre-Cal,
AP Calc
I got into teaching using a different route than most. I graduated college
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing. I could not find a job in my field (in this area) so I took a
job teaching math at Somerville High School. I absolutely fell in love with teaching, but was on an
emergency certification for a year. After a few years, I went back to school and got my teaching
certificate. I have been in Franklin ever since. I absolutely love helping kids and cannot imagine
doing anything else.
What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School?
I love being able to get to know all of my students, not only in the classroom but through extracurricular as well. I try my best to keep up with as many of them as I can post high school because I
love watching them becoming amazing adults.
What is your biggest pet peeve?
Cheating
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
HAWAII!!! It is so beautiful and laid back there.
Where did you attend elementary school?
Anderson-Shiro Elementary

FFA Happenings
This year the Franklin FFA Chapter is on a Mission:
to Inspire
to Be Fearless
to Be Thankful
to Give
to Grow
to Make a Difference
FFA Members at State Convention
to Lead
Because every mission requires a dedicated intel/leadership team, we would like to introduce our 20172018 Franklin FFA Officers. Beginning with the Seniors, we have Reagan Hood (President) and Baylee
Hogan (Vice President). Our Juniors include Mackinzie Tomascik (Secretary), Raylee Ezzell (Treasurer),
Taylor Swonke (Student Advisor), and Emily Skedie (Historian). Finally, Kobe LaBreche (Reporter), Brett
Sebastian (Sentinel), and Bailey Elkins (Parliamentarian) are Sophomores.
We are excited to begin the new year alongside of our new members. As an officer team, our number
one goal is to increase participation within our chapter and community, and to make an impact that will
leave a lasting impression.
We are on a MISSION, and we want you to join our team! With your support, we WILL accomplish our
goal this year. Big things are happening in the Franklin FFA chapter, and we look forward to keeping you
updated on our FFA Happenings.

I am so pleased to be part of the staff at
Franklin High School. Previously, I served
as Counselor at Reynolds Elementary for
the past ten years. I am excited to work
once again with some of the students I knew
when they were “just babies.” My priority is
to be available to parents and students while
continuing to grow in my knowledge of high
school guidance and counseling.
September 25-29 was Go Get It Week, a
week dedicated to promoting the importance
of higher education. We celebrated with
activities, guest speakers, games, music,
prizes, and lots of SPIRIT! It was enjoyable
seeing those college shirts worn proudly
throughout the week.
If there is anything that I can help you with
throughout the year, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Ciara “Cici”
Wade
executes a
jump serve
in the game
against the
Madisonville
Lady
Mustangs.

FMS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
30th - Cross Country
Cameron

OCTOBER
2nd - 6th - Book Fair
2nd - Volleyball FMS vs Jarrell
5th - Football at Cameron
6th - Eligibility Check
7th - Cross Country
District Meet at Jarrell
9th - Student Holiday
12th - Pep Rally & Football FMS
vs McGregor

Principal’s
Point-of-View
We’ve had a very busy start to the
2017-2018 school year at Franklin Middle School.
Our students are involved in many activities this fall
including: volleyball, football, cross country, UIL
academics, student council and NJHS.
I would also like to take time to brag on the FMS
staff and students. Last school year, Franklin
Middle School was chosen by Educational Results
Partnership and the Institute for Productivity in
Education as a 2016 Texas Honor Roll recipient. In
2016, The Honor Roll includes 727, K-8 and high
schools, that are recognized for demonstrating
consistently high levels of student academic
achievement, improvement in achievement over
time and reduction in achievement gaps.
Also, the middle school received all seven
distinctions in the 2017 Accountability Ratings.
Distinction designations are awarded to campuses
based on achievement in performance indicators
relative to a group of 40 campuses of similar type,
size, and student demographics.
We look forward to a great school year.
Susan M. Nelson
Principal
Franklin Middle School

Parents had an opportunity to meet the
teachers at FMS Open House.

13th - Homecoming Pep Rally
16th - FMS Volleyball @ Cameron
23th-27th - Red Ribbon Week
9 week testing schedule
23th - FMS Volleyball vs. Academy
24th - 5th grade WATER Day
@ Ranch
26th - FMS Football @ Jarrell
27th - End of 1st 9 weeks

The National Junior Honor Society
sponsored a back to school dance on
September 15th. Students in all grades
enjoyed swaying to the music.

SMILE!
It’s school picture time!

pus News
Counselor’s
Corner
Welcome to the Counselor’s Corner!

The wall is filling up! Lots of leaders at the Elementary.

My name is Kimberley Hudson. I am so excited
to be the new Roland Reynolds Elementary
Counselor.
I have 17 years counseling
experience, most at the elementary level. I
graduated from Texas A&M with a Bachelor’s in
Education. I then graduated with a Master’s in
Counseling from Texas A&M Commerce. I have a
principal certification, early childhood certification,
and Special Education certification. I am married
and have three beautiful daughters. My husband,
Robert, is a superintendent. My oldest, Kelsey, is
a coach, my middle daughter, Katie, is a brand
new teacher, and my youngest, Kallie, is a senior
in High School.
I strive to help students be successful by
counseling individuals and groups to help students
acquire skills necessary for successful academic,
career, social and emotional development.
Guidance lessons are offered to all students at
Reynolds Elementary. I visit each homeroom
in order to address a variety of topics related
to academics, personal/social development,
and future goals/aspirations. Through regular
classroom visits, I get to know each child on a
more personal level, and the kiddos become
familiar with me as well.
We will be focusing on kindness all year long
at Franklin Elementary. When you see your
youngster acting kind or respectful, let them
know you noticed! Your words and attention will
encourage them. When they come home with
BRAGS from school, make a BIG deal!

“Finding nouns is so much fun! We
never realized they were everywhere!”
A few students from Mrs. Hopkins’
class finding nouns in magazines and
sorting them into the correct category.

We love hands on math when we get
to work together!

My goal this year is to get to know all these
wonderful children and help the families in all
ways that I can. Please do not hesitate to call or
e-mail me if you would like me to visit with your
child, or if I can be of assistance in any other way.
Kimberley Hudson
khudson@franklinisd.net
(979) 828-7300

RRE Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER
9th - Staff Development/Student
Holiday
12th - PreK Field Trip Farm Patch/
Brazos Museum
20th - Fall Festival
26th - Fall Pictures
31st - Halloween Parties/Trick or
Treating In Town

NOVEMBER
6th - Franklin STEM
Night 5:30 p.m.
10th - Veterans Day Assembly

Principal’s
Point-of-View
My name is Christie Smitherman, and
I am thrilled to be the new principal for Roland
Reynolds Elementary. As a lifelong resident of
Franklin, I am honored to have been chosen to
serve in this capacity for the district. I am in love
with our town and school which emcompasses rich
traditions. I have 16 years experience in education,
12 of that being in Franklin ISD. I graduated from
Franklin High School in 1996, Texas A&M with a
Bachelor’s in Education in 2001, and Sam Houston
State University in 2009 with a Master’s of Education
in Administration.
We are off to a great start for this exciting new school
year at Roland Reynolds Elementary. I am ecstatic
about this year! At Roland Reynolds Elementary we
believe in a team effort; students, parents, teachers,
and the community working together to assure the
best education for our students. We want this to be
a happy and productive year for the children.
Roland Reynolds Elementary will be hosting the Fall
Festival this year on October 20 starting at 5:30-7:30
p.m. for the entire community. Cake walk, coke toss,
face painting, photo booth, haunted house, and fish
pond are among the many booths to be enjoyed. A
silent auction will also be available for you to bid on
numerous items. Roland Reynolds students will be
given an allotment of tokens each, but additional
tokens may be purchased as well. I hope you are
able to come out and take pleasure in the festivities.

Shawn kicked back enjoying a
good read.

It doesn’t get much cuter than this!

9:00 a.m. @ High School
21st - Grandparents’ Day

DECEMBER
5th - UIL in Rockdale
7th - PreK Christmas Program
6:30 p.m. @ High School

Our new counselor, Mrs. Hudson, is having lunch
with some of the 3rd graders who are new to RRE.

Each third grader was presented with a dictionary
from the Robertson County Republican Women.
Judge Charles Ellison, Justice of the Peace Melanie
Green, Constable Chris Sanders helped them
present the dictionaries to the students.

pus News
Franklin Middle School will host the zone academic
meet this year. Students have already signed up
and begun practicing for this annual competition.
Students compete in Art, Calculator Applications,
Chess Problem Solving, Dictionary Skills, Editorial
Writing, Impromptu Speaking, Listening Skills,
Maps, Graphs and Charts, Mathematics, Modern
Oratory, Music Memory, Number Sense, Oral
Reading, Ready Writing, Science, Social Studies
and Spelling.

Counselor’s
Corner
Howdy! I am Jeri Reagan, the
school counselor at FMS. This is my 13th year
in education, and my 8th year as the school
counselor. I received a bachelor’s degree in
education from Texas A&M University, and
earned my master’s degree from Sam Houston
State University.
Middle School students will have the opportunity
to celebrate Red Ribbon Week, receive
guidance lessons each nine weeks, bully
prevention/awareness, counseling services,
and more. Please check out my webpage and
the school’s social media for more information.

Students in Mrs. Rohach’s were busy creating models of atoms.

I am very excited and look forward to working
with the students this year. If you have any
questions or concerns, you can contact me at
jreagan@franklinisd.net or (979) 828-7200.
Thanks,
Mrs. Reagan

There’s always excitement in the air at FMS pep rallies!

Students in Mrs. Lankart’s 5th grade math class line up with their decimal numbers to show off what they’ve learned.

Is a proud supporter
of the
Lion’s Roar
district newspaper!

All the way
to STATE Lions!
(979) 828-4168

