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SECAUCUS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Hats Off to Our Patriot Ambassadors
Are you a new student who needs help getting around? In
need of some advise? Have a question, comment, or concern about
school? Well, the Patriot Ambassadors are here to help! The Patriot Ambassadors are a group of eleven students that have been carefully selected by the school safety team to represent the student body. The advisors
of the Ambassadors are Ms. Boczon and Mrs. Sciscilo, Secaucus Middle
School guidance counselors. Recently, I spoke to the advisors to see what
they had to say about this newly formed program.
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Front: Saloni Singh, Naija Agarwal, Haley Nowak, Aaditya Schroff, Aarti Advani Uma Advani;
Standing: Ms. Boczon, Mr. McStowe, Board President, Ayush Agarwal, Sophia Benavente, Raphael Miguel, Maryam Ahmed, Hafsa Ahmed, Ms. Candela, Principal, Ms. Montesano, Superintendent of Schools
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Captain Marvel is the second major blockbuster movie of the
Marvel series to feature a female lead. This box office hit brings in a
talented cast with Brie Larson playing Carol Danvers, Samuel L. Jackson playing Nick Fury, and Jude Law playing Yonn-Rogg. While watching this movie, the audience takes a trip back to the nineties, which is
the setting for this movie.
In Captain Marvel, the main character Carol Danvers finds herself a pawn trapped between two worlds, her previous life on Earth and
her current life as a warrior for the Kree empire. Throughout the movie,
Carol Danvers goes on a mission to find out as much as she can about
her previous life. During her journey, she goes on an adventure to save
an alien race called the Skrulls from the Kree’s wrath. What this movie
lacks is character. Even though Captain Marvel made a billion dollars at
the box office, it isn’t Brie Larson’s best acting. As the role of Captain
Marvel, she should act heroic and humble as a true hero. But she
seems overconfident as the character. I think there might have been a
miscommunication between the director and the actor for this to happen. In the end, Captain Marvel is just another movie. It does not bring
what other movies like Black Panther, Marvel’s The Avengers, and
Captain America Civil War bring to the table. Captain Marvel does not
raise the bar or exceed expectations, which is why I would give this
movie a 3½ stars out of 5.
However, if you are a Marvel fan, and you plan on watching the
epic finale to the 22 movie series, then Captain Marvel is a necessity to watch before Avengers Endgame.
Avengers Endgame, in my opinion, is nearly perfect This movie has everything a movie should have and
more. In its first weekend of release, it shattered box office records being the first movie to hit 350 million dollars in
North America alone and 1.2 billion worldwide. The record-smashing movie brings in a large and talented cast with
Robert Downey Junior playing Iron man, Chris Evans playing Captain America, Chris Hemsworth playing Thor, Scarlett Johannson playing Black Widow, Mark Ruffalo playing the Hulk, Jeremy Renner playing Hawkeye, Paul Rudd
playing Ant-man, Don Cheadle playing War machine, and many more.
Avengers Endgame tells an epic story spanning the galaxy,
space, and time. Since the movie rolled, it seemed as if the fans
wrote the story themselves. Towards the end of the movie, the
theater I was in gave standing ovations and cheers during certain scenes. I was on the edge of my seat the entire time during
the emotional rollercoaster filled with twists and turns. Even
though the film is three hours long, the plot is constructed in a
way to make it seem shorter. In the end, Endgame is the best
Marvel movie made to date. This movie exceeded my expectations and had everything a movie should have and more. due to
this, I give Avengers Endgame 5 out of 5 stars.

By: Aaditya Shroff
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What’s Going On With the Boeing 737 Max 8?
It is statistically proven that air travel is the safest method of transportation. Yet some
people still have a fear of flying, and continue to travel by train, car, or boat. While airplanes
are extremely technologically advanced, they still have their flaws, which can be revealed in
a devastating manner. The most controversial of these few flawed aircrafts is the Boeing 737
MAX 8, which was recently subject to a substantial amount of aversion.
The 737 line of aircraft has had a troubled
history, starting since July of 1970, but has
undergone many changes and improvements,
which made it the current model of 737 MAX
8 aircraft that we fly today. However, those
improvements demonstrated not to be enough
to reassure the public of the safety and reliability of the 737 aircraft.
On March 10, 2019, Ethiopian Airlines
Flight 302 was scheduled to depart from Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, and land at Nairobi, Kenya, carrying aboard 157 people, 149 passengers and 8
crew members. However, the Boeing 737 Max 8
crashed 6 minutes after takeoff, and all 157
souls on board perished. Three days after the
crash, the FAA found that this crash was also
linked to another air crash including another
MAX 8, Lion Air Flight 610, and they immediately
grounded all MAX 8 aircrafts in the U.S.
This common link caused the FAA to ground
this model of 737 aircrafts while they conduct
further tests. These said tests are considered to be confidential, therefore, they are not open
for public viewing. Hopefully, the NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board) will disclose
their findings in the near future.
By: Anay Tillu
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STEM CLASSES ARE ROCKIN’ ROBOTS

Ms. Capobianco’s 8th grade
STEM class is doing a project on
robotics. The 8th graders had to
work in groups of 3-5 to first, follow
a step-by-step guide on how to build
a robot, and then build one of their
own. They followed the step-by-step
guide first in the handbooks because Ms. Capobianco wanted the
students to get comfortable with all
of the tools and materials. When
they were done building the robot
from the handbook, they got to code
the robot as well.
Once the students were
done creating from the handbook,
the next step was to make their own robot.
The students collaborated with
each other to make the best possible design. Once they were making
their own robots, they had to create
a step-by-step guide including their
materials and the process they
used to create their robots.
In the end, they all used
their robots to move past obstacles
such as cups and yellow balls.
They coded the robots, as well as
used controllers to move the robot.
They also did peer evaluations to
show what they thought of the
group and their involvement. This
was a great project to do because
it showed us how robots can be
made and how they are controlled.

By: Maryam Ahmed
and Hafsa Ahmed
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Japanese Hotel Replaces Humans with Robots
Artificial intelligence (AI) is quickly becoming an
inevitable aspect of our lives. Many say that it will
help us to complete tasks faster and make daily
tasks more convenient and efficient. AI can even
complete major jobs which require accuracy and
risk calculation, like autonomous vehicles. However, others argue that letting the use of artificial intelligence become more popular and widely used
would mean that robots will soon steal jobs and
reign over humans. While a robot apocalypse is not
in the cards for the very near future, the Hen na
Hotel in Nagasaki, Japan has decided to embrace
the new technological advancements in artificial
intelligence.
The Henn na Hotel is the first hotel ever to be
staffed with and run by robots. In fact, it translates
to “Strange” Hotel or “To change” because of the
revolutionary and unordinary feel that it has.
Whether it is to carry your luggage or to turn room
lights on and off, robots will help with many useful
tasks to make a guest’s stay comfortable and enjoyable. While there are human staff members to help
when the robots break down, they do not actually
control them and what they say. This makes the
hotel seem even more extraordinary and advanced.
When you enter the hotel lobby, you will
be greeted by three robots: two dinosaurs and one
android robot. They help guests with the check-in
procedures and filling out the required information
before entering the room. Guests also receive their
room number and card key at the lobby before
heading to their room. Located near the doors of
the rooms are facial recognition systems to relieve
people of the hassle of keeping a key.
Inside some rooms at the Nagasaki Hotel,
guests have a view of the Huis Ten Bosch theme
park. In each room there is also a robot named Tuly, who handles voice commands. One can ask Tuly to switch on lights or play Japanese songs. Tuly
can also set alarm clocks and tell guests about the
day’s weather. However, some Henn na Hotel visitors have complained that at night, Tuly mistakes
snoring noises for commands. Each room also has a
bathroom with a motion sensor toilet. The toilet has

a control panel on the wall to flush, enable a shower,
stop a shower, and increase water pressure. There are
also many charging outlets and storage areas in the
room.
A restaurant is also located within the hotel,
as well as many vending machines. The Henn na
Cafe features a special robot named Sawyer, who
both makes and serves customers coffee. The
Poursteady machine makes a wider selection of
drinks, like hot chocolate and cappuccinos. In
Maihama Tokyo Bay, the Henn na Hotel’s restaurant
has dinosaur themed decor as well as some dinosaur
themed food.
Continued on p. 12
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So far, Art 6 has been a
load of fun creating the
“Name” project, and now
we are doing a collage of
anything we find in the art
room. We all love this
amazing class, where you
get to listen to music while
doing artwork! Mostly everyone stays focused and
does what they need to do.
While speaking to Ms.
Heintjes about teaching art,
she responded, “When
teaching I always think of
the Pablo Picasso quote: ‘It took
me four years to paint like
Raphael, but a lifetime to paint
like a child.’ Meaning I try to
teach my students the elements, techniques, and history
of art, but also simultaneously
encouraging their inner child, an
intuition which is pure, real art.”
Ms. Heintjes is an art teacher
who is concerned about the way
her students work, and that they
enjoy the class. When people
walk into Art 6, they know that
they are up for a period of hard
work and fun. When you get a
chance, take a walk through the
halls to see the students’ amazing artwork.
By: Arghya Trivedi
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Ambassadors continued from p.1
Q: Where did the idea for this program stem from, was there a need for something like this?
Mrs. Sciscillo: There was a need for leaders of the school, especially with the new group of 6th
graders coming up, for the very first time. I thought that it may be nice to have a group of 8th
graders lead them, to be the face of the school that all students aspire to become.
Q: In your own words, what are the Patriot Ambassadors objective and purpose?
Ms. Boczon: They are a small group of students that are the face of the school, they represent
Secaucus Middle School. It is a program that Secaucus should be proud of. Parents should be
comforted by the fact that there is a group of carefully selected students that are helping peers
every day!
Q: What have the students accomplished thus far?
Ms.Boczon: So far, they have helped put together a New Student Packet for the transfer students, as well as provide tours to the incoming students.
Q: What importance does the Patriot Ambassadors program have on the school? What stigma would you like to see happen with this?
Ms. Boczon: They are a group of students that can be looked up to. Some people that the
younger ones can aspire to be.
Mrs. Sciscillo: As per what stigma we would like to have, we want to come across as helpful
open students that are admired for their leadership qualities.
More on p. 14

This SMS Literary Magazine is a forum for middle
school students to let their creativity run free. The Patriot, run
by Mrs. Hernandez, is a magazine comprised of students’
work. Any form of literature and expression is welcomed by the
magazine. Each article is dedicated to a specific cause, portrayed by the art and writing of the members. The topics are
decided and the students express themselves through essays,
poetry, photography, and art of their choice and creation. The
theme of the 5th edition of the Literary Magazine, Shattered, is
fighting against silence and helping the people who feel bullied,
marginalized, or silenced. It is meant to convince victims of fear
to stand up for and embrace themselves. Many of the written
pieces depict the internal battles fought throughout the world for
rights and freedom. Poems spoke about the plight of feeling
captured and the beauty in the smaller aspects of life. Accompanied by these poems were art and photography that hold
memories in place forever.
This past January, The Patriot was awarded the
REALM award (Recognizing Excellence in Art and Literary
Magazines) Shattered was one of the few entries to receive
recognition as “Superior” by the National Council of Teachers of
English.
Congratulations to Mrs. Hernandez and to all the students who
made contributions to The Patriot!
By: Naija Agarwal
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When You Make Me Question My Own Self Worth - Cassie Mayer
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Why
Does a song
Sound so good
Make me feel so happy
When I hear it on the radio
Rather than play it myself
Why
Does your attention
Feel so good
Make me feel so complete
When I hear you say my name
Rather than me say it to you
Why
Does your absence
Feel so horrible
Make me feel so useless
When I see you’re gone again
Rather than by my side
Why
Does a song
Sound so good
Make me feel so happy
When you play it for me
Rather than play it myself
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Diablo Craze hits Secaucus middle school
The SMS students recently took part in the
latest craze during their physical education
classes...the Diablo!
The Diablo is a test of balance, agility,
and hand-eye coordination. The students immediately fell in love with this activity, so much
so, that many of them purchased the Diablo.
After learning the basics of Diablo juggling tricks, the students became very adept in
performing various juggling tricks on their
own.

Best of Luck to 8th grade student, Saloni Singh, who will be going on to compete at the national
level in the Scripps National
Spelling Bee held in Washington
on May 26th.
Saloni came in 1st runner-up at
the county level this past February.
Good Luck, Saloni; we’re so proud
of you!!!
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Paper Clip Campaign
April 28-May 5 are designated as the Days of
Remembrance to demonstrate support of
equality and respect for everyone. The paper
clip campaign started in WWII when the Norwegians wore them on their lapels
and cuffs to display their opposition
to Nazism and anti-Semitism.
After reading The Devil’s Arithmetic
and The Book Thief, Mrs. Waters’
8th grade classes are shown here
displaying their support by wearing
a paper clip to honor the victims of
the Holocaust.
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HISTORY AROUND THE WORLD

India-Pakistan Tensions
By: Ayush Agarwal

For hundreds of years, the Indian subcontinent was
ruled by the British. By 1850, the British East India Company had seized most of India. However, in 1857, Indian
soldiers led a rebellion against the British rule. This
marked the birth of the Indian Independence Movement.
The British took many months to end this mutiny. As a
result, rule over India was given to the British government
by the East India Company. During their reign over India,
Britain exploited India’s resources. Millions of Indians
also died. Overtime, Indian resentment of British rule
grew and many fought for independence. At the end of
World War II, Britain had lost many of its resources and
succumbed to the battle for independence.
In India, Hindus made up a majority of the race
while Muslims were a minority. Many Muslims worried
that in an India led by Hindus, they would be discriminated against. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, better known as Mahatma Gandhi, an Indian activist who
played a major role in India’s independence, believed that Hindus and Muslims should work together and
live in peace. On the other hand, the leader of the Muslim league, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, felt that Muslims needed their own homeland on Indian soil. This created tensions and violence between Hindus and
Muslims. In August 1946, chaos erupted in Calcutta and spread across India. It was finally decided that
India would need to be partitioned into two countries. In order to partition India, some states were given
the choice to join either country while others (Assam,
Bengal and Punjab) were divided. This partition led to the
displacement of millions of people while numerous others
were killed.
On August 14, 1947, India and Pakistan were given
their independence and this marked the start of the bitter
relationship between the two nations. One province, Kashmir, was located in between India and Pakistan. The ruler
of Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh, was a Hindu while the
majority of the population was Muslim. When given the
choice to join either country, Hari Singh remained neutral.
Later, in October 1947, violence arose when Pakistan recruited Pashtuns attacked Kashmir. In response, Hari
Singh gave Kashmir to India and asked for the government’s help against Pakistan, creating the first war between India and Pakistan. After the war ended in 1949,
Continued on p. 12
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Robots Continued from p. 5
In addition to the restaurant, the hotel provides many
other amenities for its guests. There are many interactive robots within the hotel which were multilingual. These could be
in the shape of teddy bears, dinosaurs, fish, and even more designs. Guests have the option of storing extra items in a cubby
located in the lobby. A special robot retrieves and stores back
the individual cubbies of the guests. Besides customer interaction, cleaning robots vacuum the hotel, wash windows, and
mow the grass outside.
The Henn na Hotel is recommended for anybody who
loves to explore technology and robots. The hotel in Nagasaki
is near the Huis Ten Bosch theme park, which is a tourist
friendly area too. However, visitors must be wary of some of the robots which malfunction or have trouble speaking English. With time, the Henn na Hotel will improve
its technology and aims to have a 90% staff of robots in the future. Perhaps even other
hotels will have robot staffs, and we will learn to embrace AI like the Henn na Hotel.
By: Saloni Singh

Continued from p.11

a ceasefire and Line of Control (LoC) was established, splitting Kashmir into two parts. Again in
1965, Indian and Pakistani troops fought. However, this war lasted only about two months and ended with
a ceasefire. A third war later occurred in 1971 when East Pakistan fought for independence from West Pakistan with support from India, creating Bangladesh.
However, in recent years, there has been an increase in infiltrations at the Kashmir border by Pakistan-based militant groups. After infiltration, these militants try to create terror in Indian military bases
and populated cities. A notorious infiltration was the 2016 Uri attack in which four armed militants ambushed an Indian Army brigade headquarters in Uri, killing 19 soldiers. In response, India launched a surgical strike into Pakistan, targeting militant launch sites. More recently, in the 2019 Pulwama attack, according to MSN, “At least 40 personnel of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) were killed in a suicide
bombing attack in the Pulwama district of Jammu and
Kashmir in India on Feb. 14, 2019.” Responsibility for
this attack was claimed by terrorist group, Jaish-eMohammed (JeM). In retaliation, India conducted airstrikes in the town of Balakot, Pakistan, destroying JeM
training camps and killing many militants. India and other
nations accuse Pakistan of funding and supporting these
terrorist activities, but Pakistan vehemently denies any
involvement.
In the end, it is unclear whether any permanent solution will be made in regards to India and Pakistan’s relationship. Nonetheless, both are powerful countries in possession of nuclear weapons. It is important to be on the alert of any new developments that may arise from this heated situation.
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7th Grade Field Trip to Liberty Science Center

The Language Arts and Social
Studies departments taught a
cross-discipline unit on Sherlock
Holmes. Students read the Speck-

led Band in ELA and learned
about the time period in Social

Studies. As a culminating activity,
the students visited the international Sherlock Holmes Exhibit at
the Liberty Science Center. Students helped Sherlock solve a
crime using forensic science and
deductive reasoning.
Students also visited the newly

constructed Jennifer Chalsty
Planetarium, the largest planetarium in the Western Hemisphere.
Students attended the live
show, Wonders of the Night

Sky to visually explore the vast
universe as seen through The
Hubble Telescope, NASA's robot
probes, and other telescopes from
around the world.
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SMS Rock Band Rocks the House!
In March, the SMS Rock Band, under the
tutelage of Mr. Sean Sonnett, performed two gigs.
Their first performance was at the Play-A-Thon, held
at the Performing Arts Center. They were invited to
play there by the high school band teacher, Mr.
Fournier, and they opened up for the SHS Jazz
Band. The second gig was held at La Reggia Restaurant and Banquet Hall in Secaucus for the St.
Patrick’s Day Senior Citizen Luncheon. A total of
seven songs were played, including Take On Me,
High Hopes, The Middle, and other famous hits and
throwbacks.
The audience seemed to enjoy it, including Secaucus Middle School principal, Ms. Candela.
The audience clapped and some even sang along!
Not only did the crowd love it, but the performers
loved it too. You could tell that they had so much fun
playing for everyone. It was delightful to see such
young talented teens doing what they love to do.
Kudos to Mr. Sonnett for doing such an excellent job
instructing and inspiring our young musicians.
By: Audrey Youn & Haley Nowak

Ambassadors Continued from p. 7
Q: What do you have in mind for the Patriot Ambassadors as the school year is approaching its final
months?
Mrs. Boczon: Well we are having our C.A.F.E night May 20th. We would love help with publicizing and
getting the word out, as well as helping out during the event. There are still students coming in even later
in the year that need guidance.
Q: What can you envision for the Patriot Ambassadors in the upcoming years?
Mrs. Sciscillo: We would love for them to begin their work at the start of every year with their red shirts on,
that way the incoming students can talk to this group if they have any questions, comments, or concerns
about what the school year has in store.
Q: As per social media, which is a factor almost impossible to have control over outside of school, do
you think the Patriot Ambassadors could have an effect on the digital age?
Mrs. Sciscillo: Well, some schools have teachers that have social media accounts where they reach out to
students. We would like something similar where students can reach out to their peers from there. They
may also want to speak about their experiences with social media.
As evidenced by what Ms. Boczon and Mrs. Sciscio have told us, The Patriot Ambassadors are looking at
a very prolific future! We thank the guidance counselors and ambassadors for bringing this worthwhile
program into our school!
By: Sophia Benavente
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Around Our
School…
Check out the 7th
grade limericks !

Students of the month for April:
6th Grade: Ava Falco
7th Grade: Ethan Nguyen
8th Grade: Reginald Mennuti
Congratulations!!!

Students of the Month for May:
6th Grade: Benjamin Sherman
7th Grade: Mia Cruz
8th Grade: Joseph Lanzalotto
Way To Go!!!

