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COURSE PHILOSOPHY
The Financial Literacy course focuses on preparing students to meet the challenges of managing one’s personal and family
resources in the 21st century. Essential foundations of financial planning include the application of knowledge, skills, and ethical
values when making consumer and financial decisions. The curriculum examines income and careers, money management, credit
and debt management, planning, saving and investing, consumerism, civic financial responsibility, and risk management and
insurance. Topics in career development and planning are aligned with the National Standards for Student Counseling (Standard C:
Career Development).
The goals of the program are to provide students with learning experiences to do the following:
● Build confidence to make financial decisions related to managing personal financial resources, building earning capability,
protecting assets, and adapting to unexpected events.
● Apply sound foundational financial decision making principles through the many stages of life.
● Exhibit mindful money management behaviors that benefit themselves and their families.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course offers the student the opportunity to work with financial skills used by the citizens in our society. By understanding
these skills, a student gains an appreciation for the operations of our business. Also, this course reinforces basic skills in
mathematics. Instruction is provided in the following areas: prioritizing spending, banking and financial services, reconciliation
and statement for savings and checking accounts, goals & maintenance of budgets, bill paying, credit & debt, credit
scores/rewards/penalties, investment opportunities and procedures, fraud prevention, role of government, consumer protection laws,
taxes, business ethics, and insurance.
Personal financial planning is an important step to ensuring a secure financial future. Emphasis on retirement planning affect taxable
income is also a skill students will develop during this course that will support the prioritizing of income and investment
opportunities.
NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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COURSE DATA
The purposes of evaluation are to provide information about student progress and to determine whether students have learned the
subject matter, which has been taught. Teachers will evaluate student progress by utilizing standardized tests, formative and
summative assessments, teacher-made quizzes and tests, oral questioning, and class participation. Other evaluative criteria will
include homework, special projects, special exams and other school records. Data will support and determine student’s
understanding of the course philosophy in understanding the various ideas in financial support as a consumer.

EVALUATION
A final average of 65% or better is required to be awarded course credit.
Length of course: Half year course
Periods per week: Five
Prerequisite: None

Credits: 2.5 credits
Classification: Grade 9-12

Grading structure: Benchmark for mastery of course content is 65%; content mastery for students with IEPs may be less
than the Board of Education approved minimum for regular education students.

EVALUATION ACTIVITIES
Throughout the length of this course, students may be evaluated on the basis of, but not limited to:
Formative Assessments:

Writing Prompts, Journals, and Portfolios, Do-Now(s), Exit Tickets, iXL (performance assessments)

Summative Assessments:

Diagnostic Quizzes, Activities, Tasks, Challenge Problems

Portfolio Submission:

Google Classroom, SMART Goal (beginning and ending of class)

Class Participation/Homework

*Specific weights will be determined by course and level.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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MODIFICATIONS/DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented, Basic Skills Students)

Modifications (Not Limited To…)
Teacher tutoring
Cooperative learning groups

Differentiation (Not Limited To…)

Peer tutoring
IEP modifications/504 plans

Provide timelines

Mathematics Practice Problems/Tests

Timer

White boards with Dry erase markers

1-1 small group instruction

Printed notes

Technology (ixl/chromebooks)

Scaffolding problems (Easy, Med, Difficult)

Reference Sheets

Manipulatives

Video Tutorials

Student Portfolios

Use a consistent daily routine

Emphasize use of visual
aids

Graphing Calculator

Provide multi-sensory instruction

TEXTS AND RESOURCES
Lechter, Sharon L., and Angela Totman. Your Financial Mastery: Financial Literacy for the Real World: Student Guide.
TechPress Publishing, 2016.
Ryan, Joan S., Personal Financial Literacy, Workbook. South-Western Cengage Learning, 2017
2016 National Endowment for Financial Education, High School Financial Planning Program, www.hsfpp.org
Online Financial Literacy Program, https://teachbanzai.com/

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Unit 1 – Money and Management (Taxes and Income)
Unit Summary and Rationale
By saving even small amounts of money, one can build wealth slowly but steadily over time. Savings accounts are one means of
putting money aside and earning interest on it. Money placed in these accounts is not intended for everyday expenses. Instead these
have the purpose of providing a safe place to save money that will be used at a later time to make major purchase, to fund a large
expense, or for investment. On the other hand, learning to maintain a checking account is a necessary skill to master before living
independently. Virtually everyone who spends or earns money pays some sort of tax. However, many do not have a thorough
understanding of the taxes they pay, particularly when it comes to income taxes. Most of the students will be wage earners in the
near future if they are not already. Part of good financial health is understanding why workers are taxed, what the taxes are used for
and how taxes can affect earnings and spending habits. There's an old saying, "Most people don't plan to fail; they just fail to plan."
This can be doubly true when it comes to money. People without a plan for how and where they want to spend or save their money
tend to find that it’s all gone before they know it.
Throughout this unit, students learn how to:
● Manage personal spending to meet financial goals.
● Minimize the impact of financial obstacles.
● Examine their current habits, spending values and money attitudes to better understand how values and attitudes can impact
relationships and financial decisions.
● Plan goals that will achieve their desired financial results.
● Strategize to be mindfully deliberate about spending decisions.
● Practice the skills needed to create an effective spending plan.
● Explore strategies to maintain a positive cash flow.
Duration (Time Period)

Completed in the month of September

New Jersey Student Learning
Standards (NJSLS)

9.1.12.A.1-4, 9.1.12.B.1-3, 9.1.12.F.1-6, 9.2.12.C.1-5, 4-5,9 9.3.12.C.8, 9.3.12.C.20,
9.1.12.D.1-6,9, 13-15 CRP1, CRP8, CRP10, CRP11

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Essential Question(s)

How do changing economic and societal needs influence employment?
How are personal budgets developed?

Content

Income and Careers and Money Management (How to Invest)

Skills and Topics

Manage spending to meet financial goals and minimize the impact of
financial obstacles.
Explore how spending, saving and values
impact your finances
Discuss the value of planning how money is
used
Compare spending priorities

Figure out ways to maintain a positive
cash flow.
Identify how to plug spending leaks.
List strategies to stick to a spending plan.
Discuss ways to be prepared for unexpected
money events.

Apply strategies to be mindful about
spending decisions.
Discuss what influences spending decisions.
Identify tools and strategies to manage
spending habits.
Demonstrate how the decision-making
process works

Create a spending plan to reach your
goals. Discuss how a spending plan helps
manage spending habits.
Describe what a spending plan is.
Explain how to use a spending plan

Set financial goals that are specific and
measurable
Discuss how personal goals can be achieved
through money goals
Explain how to write an effective financial
goal. Discuss how to prioritize actions while
working to achieve several goals at the same
time.

Performance Challenges:
Comparing savings options
Set investing and savings goals
Decide on an investment strategy

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.

6

Unit 2 - Credit Options and Borrowing
Unit Summary and Rationale
When someone decides to borrow money, there is always a cost associated with the borrowing. It is important to know about loans,
and to understand the significant effect on the overall purchase price of whatever it is the individual is buying. Likewise, credit can
be a wonderful thing. It is what allows people to purchase homes, cars and other essential items quickly and easily. Credit can also
turn into a nightmare for those who do not use it wisely or use it to live beyond their means. Credit cards have both positive and
negative aspects, and using that knowledge will help student make informed spending decisions and maintain good financial health
There are many forms of credit. Some types are portrayed as good and others as bad, but the reality is that credit itself is actually
neither. How individuals use credit is what’s good or bad. Learning how to weigh the benefits and risks of borrowing prepares teens
to make informed decisions about whether or not to take on debt as adults. Teens already are displaying habits that will impact their
borrowing decisions. Activities in this module guide students to take responsibility for their own borrowing habits while
establishing behaviors that will improve the likelihood of credit approval and mindful use of credit.
Throughout this unit, students learn how to:
●
●
●
●
●

Assess reasons to use or not use credit.
Calculate the costs of borrowing options.
Get an inside peek at what lenders look for when someone applies for a loan or a credit card.
Use what they learn to write a code of conduct for borrowing.
Plan ways to protect themselves from being victims of identity fraud

Duration (Time Period)

Completed in the month of October

New Jersey Student
Learning Standards (NJSLS)

9.1.12.A.6, 9.1.12.B.1-10, 9.1.12.C.1-9, 9.1.12.D.1-15, 9.1.12.E.3,9, 9.1.12.F.4, 9.1.12.G.4 9.2.12.C.4,
CRP 1,3,10,12

Essential Question(s)

What factors affect the use of credit and lending?

Content

Credit and Debt Management (How to Build Credit)

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Skills and Topics

Control personal credit and debt.
Weigh the benefits and risks of borrowing
Discuss why people borrow.
Give examples of acceptable and unacceptable
situations to use credit.
Explain how borrowing impacts the economy.

Compare the costs and terms of borrowing
options.
Give examples of how credit is used.
Identify typical costs and terms of credit.
Calculate the cost of using credit.

Start the journey to establish a good credit
rating.
Outline the credit application process.
Describe what lenders consider when deciding
whether to approve or deny a credit request.
Explain how creditors investigate someone’s
borrowing habits.

Explore the rights and responsibilities of
borrowers and lenders.
Explain a borrower’s legal rights and
responsibilities when agreeing to a contract.
Recite guidelines for borrowing limits.
State where to get help with credit issues.

Protect yourself from identity fraud
Give examples of identity fraud.
Describe how to address problems of fraud. Give
examples of ways to protect against fraud

Performance Assessment Challenges:
Select a credit option (card, loan, phone plan).
Plan action to build a good borrowing reputation.
Write a personal credit code of behavior.
Devise a strategy to protect personal information.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Unit 3 - Earning Power
Unit Summary and Rationale
Invest in Self Working full time may seem a long time from now. But what you do today can greatly expand or limit the options you
will have for many years to come. Everyone has skills and talents to make the most of in a career. Your potential is determined by
you. Continuing your education is your best chance for securing a good job so you can live a life you want. Investing in training and
education throughout your career can pay off in salary increases and promotions as well as give you fall-back options should you
encounter a work interruption such as a layoff. Actions taken during the teen years can impact a person’s options for education,
training and career opportunities when entering adulthood. This, in turn, impacts a person’s earning potential and future lifestyle.
Students must learn that planning for their future success is the most important investment they can make. They explore how career
choices impact earning potential and consider their own marketable skills and interests.
In this unit, students explore ways to maximize:
● Their future earning potential to achieve their dreams.
● The benefits and costs of job options.
● Factors that impact take-home pay and learn about choices they have to make the most of their hard-earned money.
● Strategies to start down the path to achieve the lifestyle and financial goals of their dreams.
● Income for temporary or unexpected drops in income.
Duration (Time Period)

Completed during the month of October/November

New Jersey Student
Learning Standards (NJSLS)

9.1.12A.12 -13, 9.1.12B.1-7, 9.1.12.C.1-9, 9.1.12.D.1-15, 9.1.12.E.2, 9.1.12.G.1, 9.2.12.C.9
CRP2, CRP7

Essential Question(s)

What factors affect saving and investing?
What are strategies to costs?
What factors impact take-home pay versus hard-earned money?

Content

Planning Saving and Investing

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Skills and Topics

Boost personal earning capability
Explore the payoffs of investing in
yourself Discuss the value of investing in
yourself. Identify how education can impact
earnings. List strategies to minimize the
costs of education.

Measure the value of employee benefits
Identify common types of employee benefits.
Give examples of hidden costs of
employment.
List criteria to consider when making
decisions about where to work

Assess factors that impact personal tax
liability and take-home pay
Calculate net pay.
List factors that impact income tax liability.
List factors that impact your net pay.

Start down the path to achieving your
lifestyle and financial goals
Identify trends that can potentially impact
options in the workplace.
Explore how a person’s values and
preferences impact career and job choices.
Discuss how the cost of living can impact
cash flow and lifestyle.

Prepare to deal with life and work
changes.
Give examples of work-related changes that
can impact financial status.
Discuss ways to deal with irregular income.
Identify skills, knowledge, and attitudes that
employers value in the workplace.
Consider entrepreneurial possibilities.

Performance Assessment Challenges:
Match an education program with career
interests.
Identify potential job or career options that
match your financial goals and desired
lifestyle.
Create a list of personal accomplishments.
Outline a career plan that aligns with your
financial goals, values, and career interests.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Unit 4 - Investing and Retirement Planning
Unit Summary and Rationale
Put savings to work is the best and most practical option for individuals who wish to have an early retirement, long retirement, and
finances that grow throughout the years. People invest for many reasons. Pop culture portrays wealth as the amount of money
someone earns or the number of expensive houses and cars they own. The truth is that being wealthy isn’t about how much you earn
— it’s about how much you accumulate. Investing as a form of entertainment is no sin, but most of us have a real, long-term goal.
However you choose to express it, retirement, your golden years, the day you stop working — it's all about living off your money
rather than continuing to work solely to make more. The distinction is important. You might choose to work in order to stay active.
The goal is to make work a true choice, not a necessity. Investing and retirement planning as a concept has a lot of moving parts.
Insurance, living arrangements, health care and travel budgeting. Taxes are a surprisingly big issue, as many new retirees soon learn.
Investing in retirement is the key to success and longevity when determining the most practical option for either early retirement, set
date retirement, or not to prolong retirement.
In this unit, students select savings investment options that:
● Fit their particular situations.
● Explore ways to invest to make decisions about stock investments.
● Analyze and explore investing risks and set up their own personal rules for investing.
● Starts the idea of putting their money to work by setting saving and investing goals.
● Apply strategies to fit investing into long-range financial planning.
Duration (Time Period)

Completed during the month of November/December

New Jersey Student Learning 9.1.12.A.5,9,11,12 9.1.12.C.1-9, 9.1.12.D.1-15, 9.1.12.E.1-10, 9.1.12.G. 2-6 9.1.12.F.1-6, CRP1-2,
CRP5, CPR 10, CRP12
Standards (NJSLS)
Essential Question(s)

What is the difference between saving and investing?
What assets are considered good investments?
How can strategies implemented early on support long-range retirement planning?

Content

Preparing for the Future through Investments

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.

11

Skills and Topics

Put personal assets to work to build personal wealth.
Explore how saving and investing can be
used to build wealth.
Make a distinction between saving and
investing. Demonstrate how to calculate
compound interest. Compare types of
savings investments.

Explore how investing works.
Summarize how the time value of money
impacts saving and investing.
Explain how to buy stock investments.
State fundamental investing guidelines.

Explore the risks and rewards of several
types of investments.
Give examples of types of investments.
Describe the risk-to-reward principle.
Discuss how risk tolerance impacts
investment decisions.
Explain how diversification is used as an
investment strategy.

Outline strategies to achieve investing
goals. Summarize guidelines for investing.
Describe the benefits of dollar cost
averaging. Discuss rights and responsibilities
related to investing.

Outline a long-range investment game
plan.
Give examples of how investing fits into
financial planning.
Identify strategies to plan for retirement.

Performance Assessment Challenges:
Compare savings options.
Set investing and saving goals.
Decide on an investment strategy.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Unit 5 - Financial Services and Responsibilities
Unit Summary and Rationale
Understanding how to evaluate and use the wide range of financial services available equips teens to discern what works best for
them now while preparing them to make choices as their own situations change and new services become available later. Nothing
beats the feel of a crisp new $20 bill in your hand. But as you move toward the “real world” after high school, you’ll run into
situations where handing someone cash isn’t the best option—if it’s an option at all. And credit cards aren’t always the best choice
either. Especially since the interest can mushroom into a mountain of debt fast. Luckily, there are plenty more ways to spend and
receive money. Teens learn how savings and checking accounts work and how credit and debit cards differ. They also explore
strategies to protect personal and financial information, especially when using automated and online services.
In this unit, students will learn how to:
● Use a checking account.
● Use cash to pay for most of your purchases.
● Investigate several tools and technologies to use when managing banking and pending in ways that fit personal preferences.
● Explore ways to protect their personal financial information.
● Be about the businesses that provide financial services. They will use what they learn to be informed about fees and
customer service options when deciding where to conduct their banking transactions.
Duration (Time Period)

Completed during the month of December/January

New Jersey Student Learning 9.1.12.A.5,9,11,12 9.1.12.C.1-9, 9.1.12.D.1-15, 9.1.12.E.1-10, 9.1.12.G. 2-6 9.1.12.F.1-6, CRP1-2,
CRP5, CPR 10, CRP12
Standards (NJSLS)
Essential Question(s)

How do spending decisions affect the overall economy?
Why must the consumer be alert to the chances of fraud?
What services best fits the individual needs of any consumer?

Content

Civic Financial Responsibility Becoming a Critical Consumer

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Skills and Topics

Use financial services in a sensible and wary manner
Use a checking account.
Discuss reasons to use check payments.
Demonstrate how to use a checking account.
Explain how to reconcile a checking
account.

Select banking tools and technology to
handle personal business transactions.
Give examples of tools and strategies used
by consumers to transfer money for personal
banking and shopping transactions.
Discuss recent technology trends that impact
how consumers conduct business
Match types of banking and spending tools
and technology with consumer life
situations.

Protect your personal account
information. Give examples of how people
are victims of fraud.
Discuss ways to protect personal and
financial information.
Describe what to do when a victim of fraud

Select a financial service provider.
Give examples of services provided by
different types of financial institutions.
Review guidelines for using banking
services.
Discuss criteria to consider when choosing
where to use banking services.

Demonstrate how to manage spending and
banking transactions.
Match financial services with personal style
and life situations.
Give reasons to keep track of business
transactions.
Review strategies to organize and manage
financial records.

Performance Assessment Challenges
Use a checking account.
Select a financial service provider.
Decide what services best meet own needs.
Devise a fraud protection plan.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Unit 6 - Insurance
Unit Summary and Rationale
Insurance of all types is important in preventing financial ruin due to illness, injury, property loss, and even death. By learning
about the types of insurance, students will be able to minimize their financial risk through purchasing and utilizing insurance
policies that meet their financial needs and goals. Actions and choices you’re making right now will affect your ability to deal with
the unexpected costs when something unfortunate occurs. Discussion of ways that teens face risks that can be costly, how to get
insurance coverage, purpose and various examples of auto insurance, and how to minimize insurance costs between, house, car, and
other liabilities.
In this unit, students learn about strategies:
● To protect their health, money, and property to minimize the potential for financial difficulties.
● That prepare to apply for insurance or to file a claim.
● About common types of insurance to select insurance for specific circumstances.
● Taking on the financial responsibility to cover any property or physical damage caused by your actions, regardless of who
owns the car.
Duration (Time Period)

Completed during the month of January (ending)

New Jersey Student Learning 9.1.12.A.6,12, 9.1.12.B.4,10 9.1.12.C.8,9 9.1.12.D.4-7,9,10,12-13,15 9.1.12.E.8-10,
Standards (NJSLS)
9.1.12.F.1-2, 9.1.12.G.1-7, 9.2.C.1-5 CRP1, CRP3, CRP11
Essential Question(s)

How are assets protected?
What is the purpose of insurance?
How do you minimize various insurance costs?
What financial responsibility is needed to cover any property or physical damage caused by
your actions, regardless of who owns the car?

Content

Risk Management and Insurance

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Skills and Topics

Protect personal property and financial resources
Justify reasons to be insured
Discuss ways that teens face risks that can be
costly.
Give examples of ways that teens can
manage the risk of financial loss.
Describe consequences of not being
sufficiently insured

Investigate how insurance works
Describe how to get insurance coverage
(application, premiums)
Give examples of information in the
insurance policy/contract.
Describe how to file a claim.
Summarize rights and responsibilities of the
policyholder.

Choose insurance for specific needs and
situations.
Give examples of types of insurance.
Give examples of insurance coverage that is
relevant for teens and young adults.
Discuss how insurance needs and costs differ
depending on personal situation.

Demonstrate what to do after an auto
accident.
Explain how auto insurance works.
Clarify what is covered by auto insurance.
Outline what to do after an auto accident

Plan ahead to minimize insurance costs
and costs of unexpected events.
Identify ways to minimize insurance costs.
Discuss how insurance fits into spending
plan. List criteria for selecting an agent and
insurance company.

Performance Assessment Challenges
Promote the value of being insured.
Inventory your personal property.
Make a decision about buying insurance.
Demonstrate what to do after an auto
accident. Devise a plan to minimize
insurance costs.

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Assessment Tasks with Interdisciplinary Connections
Integration of
Technology

Internet, Web Quests, wireless laptop computers, SMART Boards, multimedia presentations, video
streaming, podcasting
High School Financial Planning Program (online tool)
* Rubrics provided as a source of layout for performance evaluation

Financial Literacy
Resources

Following websites will support the curriculum and stay current in financial literacy:
Banzai: opens in new window or tab. This free resource offers teachers and students lessons in financial
planning using real-life scenarios such as paying auto insurance, dealing with an account overdraft, paying
a parking ticket, and budgeting for travel. These hands-on activities develop understanding for students in
grades seven through twelve as they face the challenges of planning for life’s expenses.
Debt-Reduction Services: Financial Tools and Resources offers worksheets, quizzes, and videos focused
on teaching financial literacy concepts in grades K–12 for student learning.
Futurebuck offers a series of online modules that teach the essentials of financial education to students in
grades 9-12. The modules focus on topics such as student loans, credit cards, identity theft, and
investment/retirement. Test metrics are available to teachers to monitor student course results.
HSFPP offers a full suite of FREE instructional resources to teach teens in an instructor led classroom or
workshop setting.

Writing

Open-ended responses, conclusions and analysis of exploratory activities
* Rubrics provided as a source of layout for performance evaluation

Formative
Assessments

Warm-up activities, exploratory activities, class discussions, student participation
* Rubrics provided as a source of layout for performance evaluation

Summative
Assessments

Quizzes, tests, authentic assessments, benchmark exams, final exam
* Rubrics provided as a source of layout for performance evaluation

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Performance
Assessments

Student participation, authentic assessments: financial plan, spending plan, budget
* Rubrics provided as a source of layout for performance evaluation

Interdisciplinary
Connections

*ELA: RI.11-12.1-7,
W.11-12.1.a-e,
W.11-12.2.a-f,
W.11-12.4-10,
SL.11-12.1-6, L.11-12.1-6
Health/PE: 2.2.12.E.1-2
Technology: 8.1.12.A.4,
8.1.12.F.2, 8.2.12.B.3
RH.11-12.1-10,
RST.11-12.1-10,
WHST.11-12.1-10
Science: 5.1.12.C.1-3
Social Studies: 6.1.12.C.15.b
Counseling: National
Standards for Student
Counseling (Standard C –
Career Development)

*ELA:
RI.11-12.1-7,
W.11-12.1.a-e
,
W.11-12.2.a-f,
W.11-12.4-10,
SL.11-12.1-6,
L.11-12.1-6
Social
Studies:
6.1.12.C.6.c

*ELA: RI.11-12.1-9,
W.11-12.1.a-e,
W.11-12.2.a-f,
W.11-12.4-10,
SL.11-12.1-6,
L.11-12.1-6,
RH.11-12.1-10,
RST.11-12.1-10,
WHST.11-12.1-10

*ELA: RI.11-12.1-9,
W.11-12.1.a-e,
W.11-12.2.a-f,
W.11-12.4-10,
SL.11-12.1-6,
L.11-12.1-6,
RH.11-12.1-10,
RST.11-12.1-10,
WHST.11-12.1-10

*ELA: RI.11-12.1-7,
W.11-12.1.a-e,
W.11-12.2.a-f,
W.11-12.4-10,
SL.11-12.1-6,
L.11-12.1-6

*Mathematics: 6.SP1-4,
7.EE3, 7.NS3, 7.SP4,
A-CED1, A-REI3,
F-LE1a-b, F-LE5,
S-ID1-4

Technology: 8.1.12.D.3

World Language:
7.1.AL.B.5

Science: 5.1.12.A.2-3,
5.1.12.B.4, 5.1.12.D.2

World Language:
Social Studies:
6.1.12.C.3.a,
6.1.12.C.5.a,
6.1.12.C.5.c,
6.1.12.C.16.a-c,
6.1.12.D.5.a-c

Technology:
8.1.12.A.1, 8.1.12.F.1

Technology:
8.1.12.A.3, 8.1.12.C.1

Social Studies:
6.1.12.3.b
6.1.12.C.13.d,
6.1.12.C.14.a-d
RH.11-12.1-10,
RST.11-12.1-10,
WHST.11-12.1-10
Science: 5.1.12.D.1

Social Studies:
6.1.12.A.5.b,
6.1.12.C.13.b,
6.2.12.C.b-c

*2016 NJSLS
RL: Reading Literature

N:Real Number System

RI: Reading Informational Text

A: Algebra

W: Writing

F:Functions

SL: Speaking and Listening

S:Statistics and Probability

L: Language

G:Geometry

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 21st Century Life and Careers 9.1
Strand A

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Strand B:

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Strand C:

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Strand D:

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.

22

Strand E:

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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Strand F:

Strand G:

Resources:
NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 21st Century Life and Careers 9.1

NOTE: The following pacing guide was developed during the creation of these curriculum units. The actual implementation of each unit may take more or less time. Time
should also be dedicated to preparation for benchmark and State assessments, and analysis of student results on the same. A separate document is included at the end
of this curriculum guide with suggestions and resources related to State Assessments (if applicable). The material in this document should be integrated throughout the
school year, and with an awareness of the State Testing Schedule. It is highly recommended that teachers meet throughout the school year to coordinate their efforts in
implementing the curriculum and preparing students for benchmark and State Assessments in consideration of both the School and District calendars.
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