Welcome to Dogwood Elementary School
Located on the Main Campus in
Camdenton, Missouri
“Everyone Learning Every Day!”
The Camdenton R-III School District will create a learning community
that maximizes each individual’s performance for future success.
Dogwood Elementary is located on the main campus of the Camdenton R-III School District and
serves about 700 students from preschool through second grade. The school embraces four Small
Learning Communities. Five preschool classrooms comprise one community, with the remaining
K-2 classrooms divided into three other communities. There are at least three kindergarten, first, and
second grade classrooms in each of these three communities. Families are placed in a community
so they can learn and grow together with staff and other families. They will spend their time at
Dogwood in that same community. The responsibility for student learning is shared as the students
advance through their years at Dogwood.
Dogwood’s faculty and staff have intentionally designed the learning environment to support student
growth. The teachers utilize collaboration time throughout the year to improve teaching and learning
in the classroom. The Camdenton R-III District promotes this commitment to collaboration by
providing an early release time every Friday.

The building staff and
students aspire to be
life-long learners and
strive to create a
positive environment
for students as they
learn and grow. It is
our belief that each
student in the building
can learn, can lead, and can have an exceptional
educational experience.

573.346.9239

Dogwood Elementary Mission Statement

Students have the
opportunity to participate in
a variety of extra-curricular
activities that take place
before and after school.
These include Tech Tuesday, Art Club, ORFF,
and a second grade Honor Choir. Dogwood
Elementary is fortunate to be able to provide
afterschool services through the district PASS
(Partners Assisting Student Success) program.

Principal Lucinda Varner

Dogwood Elementary is a Leader in Me school.
Dogwood strives to create a culture of respect,
responsibility, and integrity, which will provide

skills for life. Students
are empowered to
demonstrate the “7 Habits” through
student-led assemblies, morning greeting, and
announcement responsibilities, and their daily
activities and interactions
with others.

DOGWOOD ELEMENTARY (PRE-K-2)

Specialized instructional
areas range from the
nationally acclaimed
Reading Recovery
program (for those
students struggling with
reading in first grade),
Title I services (for
those students needing
supplemental instruction), and a district gifted
curriculum (for those students identified as
gifted learners).

Community Enrichment
Dogwood Elementary houses the office of
the district Parents as Teachers (PAT) program.
This program provides educational services
for children birth through kindergarten during
planned school activities and home visits.
The PAT program helps support an active
early childhood education system.

Dogwood is proud to be part of a district that has
received the Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary
Education’s highest level
of accreditation the district is fully
accredited AdvancED.
The daily focus reflects
the district mission
to create a learning
community that
maximizes each
individual’s performance
for future success.

Dogwood attempts to involve parents and other
patrons in the school. The district Volunteers in
Public Schools (VIPS) office is located in the
Dogwood Elementary building as well. This
program was highlighted in an accreditation
review as one of the most active and valuable
volunteer programs in the region. The district
VIPS office coordinates the activities of over 240
volunteers in the district.

Dogwood Elementary
Principal Lucinda Varner
Education:
B.S. in Early Childhood
Education

University of Central Missouri
Warrensburg, Missouri

B.S. in Elementary Education University of Central Missouri
Warrensburg, Missouri

Administration:
4 years:
Assistant
Principal,
Hawthorn
Elementary
2016 - present:
Principal,
Dogwood
Elementary

M.S. in Curriculum and
Instruction

University of Central Missouri
Warrensburg, Missouri

Ed.S. in School
Administration

William Woods University
Fulton, Missouri

Experience:
4 years -- Second Grade Teacher, Adrian R-III School District, Missouri
13 years -- First Grade Teacher, Eldon R-I School District, Eldon, Missouri
1 year -- First Grade Teacher, South Williamsport School District, Pennsylvania
2 years -- Fourth Grade Teacher, Hawthorn Elementary, Camdenton, Missouri
2 years -- Instructional Coach, Hawthorn Elementary, Camdenton, Missouri

