How is my Human
Geography
Grade
calculated?

Letter Grades
20%
Classwork and
Homework
Assignments
40%
Tests and
Quizzes

A
B
C
D
F

20%
Essays, FRQs,
Readings,
and
Paragraphs
20%
Projects

Outstanding Work Habits:
Prepared for class at the
bell, brings supplies, never
tardy, homework
completed on time, and
work is neat.

100 – 90
80 – 89
70 – 79
60 – 69
below 60

Outstanding Citizenship:
Active listening, respectful
to others, asks questions,
always on task, and
helpful to teacher and
classmates.

Explanation of Grading Categories
40%
Tests and Quizzes

20%
Essays

20%
Class and Home Work

20%
Projects

o Guided reading
assignments will typically
be collected on
Tuesdays and Fridays
and students should
expect a quiz based on
the reading assignment
the day the work is
collected

o Writing assignments in
the AP Human
Geography class will
reflect the writing
assignments that
students will be
expected to respond to
in the AP test

o Students will be
expected to complete
guided reading
assignments that will be
collected twice a week.

o Throughout the year we
will complete a variety
of projects. These may
include:

o At the end of each unit
(we have seven in the
year) a 50-question
multiple choice test will
be taken

o The AP test will require
students to complete
three FREE RESPONSE
QUESTIONS (FRQs).
o The FRQs are more like
short-answer writing
assignments than full five
paragraph essays.

o There will be weekly map
quizzes (students will be
told in advance what to
study)

o Writing assignments will
be completed in class

o The semester and Course
final will be included in
this portion of the grade

o You can expect to have
an FRQ every other
week.

o In addition to textbook
reading assignments,
there will also be
assignments that will be
completed in class.

• Structured debates
• Google slides
presentations
• Poster presentations
• Socratic Seminars

AP Human Geography Year Planner
Unit

Nature of
Geography

Chapter
1.

2.

Thinking
Geographically

Population

Time
3 Weeks

In this introductory unit we will investigate what is meant by the term
“geography”. We will also examine the tools that geographers use to
analyze the world in which we live, as well as comparing how people
around the world have adapted to the regions in which they live.

2 Weeks

In this unit we will study the rapid growth of the world’s population and
analyze what this growth potentially means. We will also study where
people currently live, and where the faster population growth is
occurring.

2 Weeks

Movement deals with the phenomenon of human migration. We will
examine the reasons why people migrate, as well as identify the
regions that are experiencing the most migration. Finally, we will
examine the obstacles immigrants face.

2 Weeks

Culture is the beliefs, social forms, and material traits that together bind
a group of people. In this unit we will look at how folk and popular
(“pop”) culture developed and spread around the world. We will also
see how globalization affects cultures around the world.

1 Week

We will study how languages are related, and how different languages
developed. We will use English as an example of a language that has
spread around the world. Finally, we will see how some people are
trying to preserve their local languages.

Population
and Migration
3.

Geography of
Culture

Movement

4.

Culture

5.

Geography of
Language

6.

Geography of
Religion

2 Weeks

The goal of this unit is to know how and why different religions
developed differently. Students will also be expected to know where
different religions are followed, and how they spread to where they are
followed.

7.

Ethnicity, Gender,
and Geography

2 Weeks

Ethnic groups share common cultural and hereditary traits. In this unit
we will study where different ethnicities are distributed, and how this
has led to the rise of nationalities and ethnic conflict.

8.

Political
Geography

3 Weeks

In this unit we will attempt to see how boundaries create problems
between states. We will also see how some states cooperate for their
mutual benefit. Finally, we will study the rise and distribution of terrorism
around the world.

9.

Geography of
Agriculture

3 Weeks

Students will learn where agriculture started, and how it varies in
different regions around the world. We will also study some of the
economic difficulties faced by farmers.

10. Economic
Development

2 Weeks

The goal of this unit is to understand why some countries are developed
and wealthy, and why some are less developed. We will also examine
how development varies by gender and investigate some of the
obstacles to development.

11. Geography of
Industry

2 Weeks

Students will be expected to know where industry is distributed around
the world. We will study patterns of industrial development. Finally, we
will study the expansion and changing locations of modern industries.

12. Services and
Settlements

2 Weeks

Part of this unit is the investigation into the function of urban areas in the
world. Students will analyze what kinds of services urban areas offer,
and how this influences the growth and distribution of urban areas.

2 Weeks

In this part of the unit we will investigate why and how urban areas
have grown differently in different parts of the world. We will also study
the distribution of people and areas within cities. Finally, we will study
problems faced by suburban and inner-city areas.

Political
Geography

Agriculture

Description

Economic
Development

Urban
Geography
13. Urban Pattern

2

AP Human Geography Basic Background Knowledge List
Part of entering an AP class is an assumption of a certain level of background knowledge and skills. Please review and
be prepared to take an assessment the first two weeks of school in the fall relating to this list. The assessment will be
mastery based which means you can take the assessment multiple times but must attain 80% or above to pass. The
assessment will be primarily a matching identifying assessment – do not worry about spelling. Don’t stress out about
this, but do some review and familiarize yourself with this information. Think of this knowledge as the ABC’s and
1,2,3’s of geography.
Basic map and atlas skills –
 Using an atlas to locate information
 Reading and interpreting a map
 Using latitude and longitude to locate and find places
Be able to locate on a map the following places‐
General Stuff
 4 Oceans
 7 continents
 Equator
 Tropic of Cancer
 Tropic of Capricorn

Major Deserts / random
other stuff
 Sahara
 Great Sandy Desert
Australia
 Gobi
 Siberia

Major Climate Regions‐
which parts of the world
fit each category
 Tropical
 Dry
 Mild
 Continental
 Polar

Major World Regions
 Middle East
 South East Asia
 South Asia
 Sub‐Saharan Africa
 Sahel Africa
 Latin America
 Central America
 Caribbean
 Western Europe
 Eastern Europe
 Former USSR
 Oceania

Major Mountain Ranges
Himalayas
 Rockies
 Andes
 Alps
 Caucasus
 Urals
 Appalachian

Major Rivers
Rhine
 Amazon
 Yangtze
 Mississippi
 Ganges
 Nile
 Congo





Chokepoints (Straits and
Channels)
 Strait of Gibraltar
 Panama Canal
 Suez Canal
 Strait of Malacca
 English Channel
 Bosphorus &
Dardanelles
 Strait of Hormuz

Major Bodies of Water
 Great Lakes
 Mediterranean Sea
 Black Sea
 Caspian Sea
 Red Sea
 Arabian Sea
 South China Sea
 Caribbean Sea
 Aral Sea



Major World Cities
 New York City
 London
 Tokyo
 Paris
 Cairo
 Sydney
 Sao Paulo
 Johannesburg
 Moscow
 Hong Kong
 Shanghai
 Los Angeles
 Dubai

Major World Cities
 Chicago
 Beijing
 Bombay (Mumbai)
 Mexico City
 Tehran
 Washington D.C.
 Lagos
 Calcutta
 Toronto
 Singapore
 Montreal
 Manila
 New Orleans

Locate Countries on the
World Maps (from GGHS
World History class)
 Europe
 Central and Southern
America
 Western Asia
 Eastern Asia
 Northern Africa
 Southern Africa



Have some sense of
development levels of
regions? Rich (Highly
Developed),
Developing (Middle
Income), Poor (Less
Developed)
Know some cultural
characteristics of
regions – major
religions, languages,
ethnicities etc

Also
 Locate all 50 states in
the USA

Major Regions and Cities

Please label the map below with the important physical features that are identified in the “Basic Background Map
Knowledge List”.

Major Mountains, Rivers, Chokepoints, and Bodies of Water

Map of U.S. Regions

Regions are areas that share certain characteristics. You will be expected to know the main regions that exist within
the USA. While there are many variations of regions, the map below identifies the most commonly recognized ones
in the USA.

Location of Major U.S. Cities

The “Sun Belt” and “Rust Belt” (area that has seen major deindustrialization) are important regions that we will study
this year. You should know where both are. Please use this map to locate and label the following important U.S.
cities: Washington, D.C., New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Miami, New Orleans, St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland,
Green Bay, Seattle, Minneapolis, Portland, Los Angele, San Francisco, Austen, Dallas, Denver, Lincoln, Tucson, and
Las Vegas.

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

England
Netherlands
Germany
France
Italy
Russia

7. Spain
8. Belgium
9. Portugal
10. Greece
11. Poland
12. Sweden

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Argentina
Brazil
Chile
Bolivia
Ecuador
Panama

7. Peru
8. Cuba
9. Venezuela
10. Colombia
11. Falkland Islands
12. Haiti

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
Iraq
Iran
Israel
Oman

7. Turkey
8. Afghanistan
9. Syria
10. Yemen
11. Lebanon
12. Armenia

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

India
China
Vietnam
Taiwan
Japan
Indonesia

7. South Korea
8. North Korea
9. Philippines
10. Sri Lanka
11. Malaysia
12. Myanmar

Northern Africa

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Egypt
Sudan
Somalia
Nigeria
Ethiopia
Morocco

7. Mali
8. Libya
9. Tunisia
10. Sierra Leon
11. Mauritania
12. Western Sahara

1. ______________________________________

16.______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

17.______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

18.______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

19.______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

20.______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

21.______________________________________

7. ______________________________________

22.______________________________________

8. ______________________________________

23.______________________________________

9. ______________________________________

24.______________________________________

10. ______________________________________

25.______________________________________

11. ______________________________________

26.______________________________________

12. ______________________________________

27.______________________________________

13. ______________________________________

28.______________________________________

14. ______________________________________

29.______________________________________

15. ______________________________________

30.______________________________________

Southern Africa

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Congo
Kenya
Angola
Botswana
Madagascar
Zimbabwe

7. South Africa
8. Uganda
9. Rwanda
10. Burundi
11. Lesotho
12. Mozambique

1. ______________________________________

11.______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

12.______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

13.______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

14.______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

15.______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

16.______________________________________

7. ______________________________________

17.______________________________________

8. ______________________________________

18.______________________________________

9. ______________________________________

19.______________________________________

10. ______________________________________

20.______________________________________

MODELS AND GEOGRAPHER REFERENCE SHEET
When reviewing the influences of the following notable geographers, focus on the patterns and
connections of the evolution of the key geographic concepts, models, and innovations.

UNIT
NATURE/
PERSPECTIVES

GEOGRAPHER
Jared Diamond (1937-)
Carl Sauer (1889-1975)
Wilbur Zelinsky (1921-)

POPULATION/
MIGRATION

Ernst Ravenstein (1834-1913)

Warren Thompson (1887-1973)

Thomas Malthus (1766-1834)

CONCEPTS, MODELS, INNOVATIONS
Guns, Germs, and Steel (1997); geographic
luck (environmental determinism)
Sauer discussed cultural geography; fierce
critic of environmental determinism, his
ideas supported cultural ecology. Zelinsky
was student of Carl Sauer; a cultural
geographer who, for six decades, has been
an original and authentic voice in
American cultural geography.
Laws of migration (1885):
1) Net migration amounts to a fraction of
the gross migration.
2) The majority of migrants move a short
distance.
3) Migrants who move longer distances
tend to choose big-cities.
4) Urban residents are less migratory than
inhabitants of rural areas.
5) Families are less likely to make
international moves than young adults.
Gravity model: (shown to the left)
interaction is proportional to the
multiplication of the two populations
divided by the distance between them; this
phenomenon is distance decay (the effect
of distance on cultural or spatial
interactions).
This model explains that societies develop
through four phases of increasing and
decreasing birth and death rates. The
different stages of change (transition)
correspond to different stages of
development. Later geographers linked
these stages to migration (Wilbur Zelinsky)
and epidemiological, or disease, changes
(Abdel Omran – 1971). The original model
had four stages – we now have included a
hypothetical Stage 5 (population decline)
Gave a dystopian (not Utopian) view of the
future (1798); food production increases
arithmetically, whereas human
reproduction increases geometrically
(doubling each generation); despite
checks on population (e.g., plague,
famine) there would continue to be
starvation.

Esther Boserup (1910-1999)

Karl Marx (1818-1883)

POLITICAL

In 1965, Boserup discussed that population
growth stimulates intensification in
agricultural development (stimulates
technology) … rather than being increased
by agricultural output (Malthus upsidedown); the rate of food supply may vary
but never reaches its carrying capacity
because as it approaches the threshold, an
invention or development increases food
supply, however, the depletion of nutrients
creates diminishing returns.
Capitalism promotes class struggle and an
unequal distribution of wealth (and food);
socialism promotes the equal distribution of
power and wealth (and food).

Alfred Mahan (1840-1914)

Sea Power (1890): discussed the influence
and importance of sea power; explained
Britain’s dominance (19th c.) and the value
of a strong navy.

Friedrich Ratzel (1844-1904)

German geographer who discussed
geopolitics (1901) and more specifically,
lebensraum (“living space”). Ratzel’s
organic theory postulated that a country,
which is an aggregate of organisms
(people), would itself function and behave
like an organism … to survive, a state
requires nourishment – in the global context,
this means territory – to gain political power.

Halford Mackinder (1861-1947)

Heartland Theory (1904): the resource-rich,
land-based “pivot area” (Heartland) would
be key to world dominance (controlled by
the USSR at that time; diametrically
opposed to Mahan’s contention of sea
power;
"Who rules East Europe commands the
Heartland;
Who rules the Heartland commands the
World-Island;
Who rules the World-Island controls the
world."

Nicolas Spykman (1893-1943)

Rimland Theory (1944): the Eurasian
Rimland, not the Heartland would be key to
global power; the Rimland would be
important in containing the Heartland;
Britain, US and USSR would be the main
power players;
Who controls the rimland rules Eurasia;
Who rules Eurasia controls the destinies of
the world.
*Spykman is known as the “godfather of
containment”

CULTURE/
LANGUAGE

AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL
LAND USE

Marija Gimbutas (1921-1944)

Introduced the Kurgan Hypothesis (1950s),
which states the Proto-Indo-European
language diffused from modern day
Ukraine through conquest.

Colin Renfrew (1937-)

The Anatolian Hypothesis (1987) states the
P-I-E language spread through the
innovation of agriculture rather peacefully
with Anatolia (modern day Turkey) as the
hearth.

Joel Garreau (1948-)

The Nine Nations of North America (1981);
Garreau argues that North America can be
divided into nine regions, or "nations", which
have distinctive economic and cultural
features; he contends that conventional
national and state borders are largely
artificial and irrelevant, and that his
"nations" provide a more accurate way of
understanding the true nature of North
American society. In 1991, Garreau
discussed the development of edge cities
as autonomous loci of economic activity on
the urban fringe of US cities away from the
CBD.

J. H. von Thünen (1783-1850)

Isolated State (1826): Discussed agricultural
location as primarily a factor of
transportation cost and profit maximization
by farmers through his model. For the image
to the left - the black dot represents a city; 1
(white) dairy and market gardening; 2
(green) forest for fuel and building
materials; 3 (yellow) grains and field crops; 4
(red) ranching; the outer, dark green area
represents wilderness where agriculture is
not profitable.

Norman Borlaug (1914-)

CITIES AND
URBAN LAND
USE

Ernest Burgess (1886-1966)

CBD
Working class zone
Commuter zone

Has been called the father of the Green
Revolution. During the mid-20th century,
Borlaug led the introduction of varieties of
high-yielding seeds (wheat) combined with
modern agricultural production techniques
to Mexico, Pakistan, India, and later to
China. He was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1970 in recognition of his
contributions to world peace through
increasing food supply.
Concentric Zone Model (1925): structural
model of the American central city (based
on Chicago in the 1920s); the zones
identified are 1) the CBD; 2) the transition
zone of mixed residential, factory, and
commercial use;
3) low-class residential homes (inner city);
4) better quality middle-class homes; and
5) upper-class commuters zone. Burgess's
work is based on bid rent … the amount
that people will pay for the land (e.g.,
wealthier families tended to live much
further away from the CBD; could afford
automobiles).

Zone of transition
Residential zone

Homer Hoyt
(1895-1984)

Sector Model (1939): improvements in
transportation made the Burgess Model
more obsolete. Hoyt observed that zones
expanded outward from the city center
along electric trolley lines, railroads,
highways, and other transportation arteries;
wedge-shaped patterns -- or sectors -emanating from the CBD and centered on
major transportation routes.

Chauncy Harris (1914-2003) & Edward
Ullman (1912-1976)

Multiple Nuclei Model (1945): based on the
idea that people have greater movement
due to increased car ownership. This
increase of movement reduced the
primacy of the CBD and allowed for the
specialization of regional centers (e.g.,
nuclei such as light manufacturing or
business parks).

Edward Ullman (again)

Walter Christaller

Alfred Weber (1868-1958)
INDUSTRY
AND
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Walter Rostow (1916-2003)

Immanuel Wallerstein (1930-)

Ullman’s Conceptual Frame: proposed that
trade was an interaction based on three
phenomena: complementarity, intervening
opportunities, and transferability of
commodities.
Central place theory (1933): designed to
explain the spatial distribution of human
settlements. Central places are settlements
providing services to their surrounding
“market areas”. The ordering of settlements
based on the number and level of services
they provide produces a hierarchy. Like the
left-hand diagram, hierarchies are often
complicated because market areas of
different-order settlements overlap (shown
as solid and broken lines).
Least Cost Theory (1940s): owners of
manufacturing plants seek to minimize three
costs: 1) transportation, 2) labor, and 3)
agglomeration (too much can lead to high
rents & wages, circulation problems – and
ultimately to deglomeration); in the weightlosing case, firms locate closer to the raw
materials to reduce cost; in the weightgaining case, firms locate closer to the
market.
Modernization Model (1960): a liberal
model that postulates that economic
modernization occurs in five basic stages:
1) Traditional society
2) Precondition for takeoff
3) Takeoff
4) Drive to Maturity
5) Age of Mass Consumption

World Systems Theory (1974-89): proposed a
three-tier structure to a “one-world”
economic and political structure; the "core"
(industrialized capitalist countries – US, UK,
Japan) dominates other countries; the
"semi-periphery" (industrializing – Brazil,
China, India) as the countries which are
dominated (usually by the core) while at
the same time dominating others (usually in
the periphery); and "periphery"
(undeveloped or developing – Congo,
Zambia, Haiti) are dominated since they
are often dependent on the more powerful
countries.

