January 11, 2019 | פרשת בא | ה' שבט תשע''ט
בס‘‘ד

JANUARY 15
First Grade Girls
Chumash Mesiba at 9:30 a.m.

• • • • • •
JANUARY 26
Girls Annual Melava Malka at
Young Israel

• • • • • •
JANUARY 30FEBRUARY 5
Mid-Winter Vacation

• • • • • •
FEBRUARY 6
School begins at 9:30
Boys Minyanim at 8:30

On March 28, 1945 – Pesach night – in a small Russian town, a group of soldiers barged into
the apartment of my wife’s grandfather, Reb Shiya Bertram, z’l. On a mission to deport yet
another Jewish family back to Poland where they came from, the soldiers instructed the
family to vacate their home and to board a waiting dump truck. Perhaps someone else
would have complied. Not Reb Shiya. He was as fearless as he was pious and as faithful as
he was devout. On the run throughout the war years, he sacrificed much towards his
unwavering commitment to Yiddishkeit. He had discreetly baked three matzos in
preparation of the family’s Seder and they were now engaged in the Seder experience. Face
to face with the soldiers, guns drawn, he firmly expressed that it was leil shimurim, the night
of protection, and he simply wasn’t going anywhere until his family concluded their Seder.
He made it clear that they would have to return later. They did. The family was deported to
Poland and then to Germany where they spent four years in DP camps, ultimately
immigrating to the United States where, fortunately, they not only survived but also
flourished.
How did Reb Shiya have the fortitude for defiance? What did he mean when he expressed
that it was leil shimurim? Was there a correlation between the two factors?
The term leil shimurim finds its source in Parshas Bo as the Torah teaches that, after
hundreds of years of entrenchment in the Egyptian exile, the much anticipated Exodus
occurred. The monumental night was called leil shimurim, translated as a night of
anticipation. The same pasuk further states: hu halayla hazeh laHashem shimurim lechal
Bnei Yisrael ledorosam, This was the night for Hashem, a protection for all the children of
Israel for their generations (12,42). Rashi comments that the word shimurim, which appears
twice in the same pasuk, actually has two separate translations. The first shimurim refers to
Hashem’s anticipation of redemption and the second shimurim refers to an abiding Divine
protection against harmful spirits. Redemption and protection became the annual theme of
all future Seder nights, known as leil shimurim.
Furthermore, Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz zt”l, famed Mirrer Mashgiach, derives from here a
fundamental revelation in Divine practice. Hashem could have simply provided the gift of
redemption, but instead, promised a future redemption and waited in anticipation to fulfill
the promise. Why? To generate among Klal Yisrael an opportunity to merit the fulfillment.
This is accomplished through emunah and bitachon, faith and trust in Hashem.
My wife’s grandfather was infused with a rarified sense of emunah and bitachon. His
unparalleled faith empowered him with a sense of courageous confidence because he knew
beyond doubt that it was leil shimurim, a night of protection.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000
or email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

In conjunction with learning Parshas Bo in Chumash, the three fourth grade classes
heard Rabbi Yosef Heineman explain how tefillin are made. Rabbi Heineman also
brought animal skins for the boys to see and get an idea how tefillin start out
before they are completed. Thank you, Rabbi Heineman for sharing your expertise
with our students!
Nachas from around the Yeshiva Ketana
Despite the fact that Yaakov Rosner (2nd grade) , had already mastered the pesukim for his bechina after one review, he
continued reviewing it six more times. Moshe Dovid Friedman and Yaakov Steinfeld (5th grade) gave up their free time
after a bechina to help other classmates with their tests. It was a pleasure to walk into the 6 th grade and to hear Shlomo
Goldman and Meir Yehuda Leibowitz in a heated argument about that day’s Gemara, each one defending their point of
view.
Top ten daveners in Rabbi Klein’s class: Yisroel Freedman, Aviel Gottesman, Dovid Hoffman, Chaim Boruch Kutoff, Chaim
Tzvi Levitansky, Avi Netanel, Meir Rokowsky, Dovid Schwartz, Dovi Silverberg and Chanania Weiss.
We understand that mornings are a busy time. A lot has to happen in a short time and often boys in the lower
elementary grades are coming to school without breakfast. Parents, please be sure that your son has a nourishing
breakfast before coming to school or at least a filling snack to have on the way to school.

Oakwood is in full overdrive as every day something else exciting takes place… in
addition to the tremendous geshmak our Rabbeim put into the learning!
On Wednesday, capitalizing on the warm weather,
Rabbi Sturman’s class took a walk to Bexley Park,
played football, and had a picnic of deli sandwiches in honor of their tremendous
hasmadah this year.
On Monday, Rabbi Lichtenstein surprised his class with a waffle and ice cream party for
completing another round of 11x Chazarah! Rabbi Kahn explained to the boys that
besides for thanking their Rebbi for the yummy treat, they should also thank him for
inspiring all of the talmidim to want to chazer the Gemara so many times. When talking
to them in learning, it is obvious they are mastering it!
Monday was also Rosh Chodesh and Mr. Greenberger surprised us with a special treat at breakfast: Donuts! At lunch, it
was our turn to return the surprise and we delivered a birthday cake to our cook, Mr. Yishai Schur in honor of his
birthday. Thank you to Rabbi Chanina Dessler for arranging!
Roll of Thunder with Mr. Kahan
Eighth Grade students made visual representations after reading “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry” such as vision boards,
posters, eight-verse songs, plays, and more. Each product was original and creative, and reinforced the student’s
understanding of the narrative and perspective of the historical context encompassing the novel.
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There is lots of excitement in the air as all of the first graders practice for their upcoming Chumash Mesiba! We can’t wait
to welcome parents and grandparents and join you in “shepping nachas”!
The 6th grade girls learned about “Stepping up to the Plate” in their bas mitzvah program. They are now working in groups
to implement ideas of how they can step up to the plate in school and fill different needs. Their ideas are creative and
heartwarming, and will definitely help out our school community!

What an unbelievable culmination of so much effort! The junior high Melave Malka
Cook off Competition was a resounding success! Our students outdid themselves as
they presented the requirements. The bulletin boards were works of art; the
costumes were crafty and creative; the divrei Torah were so meaningful, interesting
and articulated so clearly; the performances were so graceful, heartwarming, lively,
and entertaining; and the gourmet dishes were both delicious and attractively
served. The girls linked everything they created to their team’s theme and color and
explained the connection so well. The greatest nachas was observing the teamwork,
achdus, spunk, spirit, respect and cooperation displayed with each other. They had all
put in so much work and also enjoyed every minute of it. It’s amazing how super
capable they are, and we look forward to seeing our girls continue to develop their
abilities to reach their highest potential.
As always, we so appreciate our parents’ support and encouragement behind the
scenes, and we wanted to give them a peek into what their daughters were so busy
with. Therefore, we created a short video of the highlights of the Melave Malka preparations and actual event, and we
emailed it to our 7th and 8th grade parents to enjoy. If, by any chance, you didn’t receive the email, please contact the
Yavne office so that we can send it to you.
We are so proud of the 8th graders in Ms. Goldbaum’s beur tefilla class. The vast majority of the grade completed their
3rd kavannah challenge; an optional program in which every month the girls can choose to challenge themselves to
apply what they are learning in beur tefilla to improve their concentration and intent while davening shemone esrei.
The month of shevat, the birthday of the trees has arrived! This month’s Rosh Chodesh activity, prepared by our “Yavne
on FIRE” G.O. heads, focused on the Forest FIRES that often ravage the trees. Through a video presentation, we got to
look at those forest fires through a different lens. While we normally look at the destruction these fires cause, in this
video we were shown the many benefits that forest fires actually bring for the trees, and how
that destruction leads to a stronger and more beautiful forest. This is a powerful lesson for us
to take with us on the journey of our lives that can empower us to embrace the moments that
seem destructive and see in them the great potential for rebirth! Thank you to the G.O. heads
for the delicious fruit bar, so enticingly set up for us to enjoy.
The thoughtful feedback from our Monday evening event with Dr. Lisa Damour has been
phenomenal! Our dedicated mothers and staff enjoyed an informative and meaningful
evening. Mrs. Zelasko welcomed them with a beautiful story emphasizing our important role in
building resilient daughters.
Continued on page 4
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Rabbi Burnstein then introduced our topic stressing the challenges faced in parenting today and the need to look to many
experts for guidance. Dr. Damour shared practical and specific strategies for parents to support their daughters in
managing peer relationships, stress and anxiety. She explained a healthy mindset and how stress can serve as the
motivator to accomplish our goals. After answering questions, the women enjoyed refreshments and an opportunity to
informally process the information. Thank you to Mrs. Elana Landman, Mrs. Debbie Schlesinger, Mrs. Tamar Spolter, Mrs.
Daniella Weinerman and Mrs. Rochelle Shawel for their help in creating this terrific program.

Grade 3 Publishing Party with Mrs. Geraci
Recently the third grade boys finished their first writing project and presented it to the class
during a publishing party. The boys enjoyed an ice cream sundae as they listened to each
story. They provided compliments to their fellow students as they pointed out their favorite
part of the story. A great time was had by all!
We then transitioned into our next writing experience with much fanfare! Mrs. Shulman, our
fifth grade ELA teacher, visited our classroom to introduce a great biography series called “Who is.” She has worked with
this series for several years in fifth grade. This year, we are lucky enough to bring the series to third grade! The boys will
spend the next few weeks taking notes and gathering information on their famous person. Mrs. Shulman will also model
notetaking strategies that she shares with her 5th grade students. The boys will then put all their information into a report
and present it to the class! It is a wonderful thing to see the boys so excited to read!
Social Skills Focus in Grade 2
Mrs. Drucker's class began a 'best buddy' system in alignment with common core objectives to build team skills. Students
arrange their desks before general studies to sit next to their buddies. The goal is for the students help each other learn
throughout the day in a respectful and positive way. For example, when testing each other on spelling, they are
encouraged to give feedback on a misspelled word using a hint or a question. 'What is the rule for /k/ at the end of a
word?' In addition, they support each other to meet class expectations and follow new directions. Buddies earn tickets for
working together as a team to accomplish learning objectives. The students bundle their tickets into 'tens'. When two
buddies have a joint total of 50 tickets, they earn 5 extra minutes of recess.

Boys had a great time at the Camp STEP reunion last week as they connected
with counselors, friends and enjoyed watching the camp video! Planning for
camp session 2019 begins soon so stay tuned for details in the spring!
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Our week started with a Rosh Chodesh celebration. On Monday, each age group gathered
separately in the Gym for a fun music and movement activity. The children marched
around the Gym singing “A Gutten Chodesh” and then continued singing along and
dancing to various Tu b’shvat songs. Everyone received a treat as they left the Gym.
Integrating Science, Social Studies and Math into our daily teaching about the parsha is
one of our objectives in the Early Childhood Division . For this week’s parsha, the children
practiced counting from one to ten as they listed the makkos. When the children learned
about the dough that Bnei Yisrael carried on their backs when they left Mitzrayim,
teachers created a lesson for everyone to see
how yeast works. Morah Shoshana and Morah Shanie’s children put yeast,
warm water, and sugar in a bottle and covered the opening with a balloon.
They then observed what happened to the mixture and, more importantly,
what happened to the balloon. The ingredients combined and began
bubbling and then the balloon inflated... magic!!!
The three year old classes had Pajama Parties in honor of King Pharoh
running to find Moshe Rabbeinu in the middle of the night. The children
also reenacted the going out of Mitzrayim.



Rabbi Dessler was on a conference call with Senator Sherrod Brown this week on the topic of security. Facilitated
by Ohio Jewish Communities, the call brought together agency leaders from across the state. Senator Brown
expressed his support for the security of the broader Jewish community and spoke about the continued advocacy
of funding to combat hate crimes. The Academy has invested significantly to keep our staff and students safe and
we appreciate the Senator’s interest and advocacy for non profit security grants.



Parents at the Taylor Road Campus are urged to exercise caution and be ever vigilant when dropping off children at
the rear entrance (behind the building). Cell phone use during drop off or pick up times creates a dangerous
situation for everyone. Please be vigilant at all times.
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 Mr. Yitzchok Raiz on the loss of his father, Mr. Bernard Raiz, ז‘‘ל
 Mrs. Leah Weiner, Mrs. Anne Sportas and Mrs. Ida Brifman on the loss of their mother, Mrs. Cyrla Ejbszyc, ע‘‘ה

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים



Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchok Mahalli on the birth of a granddaughter to Netanel and Adina Mahalli



Rabbi & Mrs. Elozor Saks on the marriage of Tzipora to Yekusiel Blatter. Mazel tov to Rebbetzin
Esther Mann
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The Girls’ Drama enrichmenT PresenTs

An original
musical by
Paulo
Cohen-Myers



DATE: Sunday, January 13, 2019



TIME: 2:00 p.m. (Doors open at 1:45 p.m.)



WHERE: Yavne High School Auditorium



For women and girls ages 6 and up only.

Please no babies or children under 6
out of respect to the performers.
No charge

Yavne Juniors & Seniors along with their mothers
are invited to meet a group of professional women
from our community to hear about a variety of
careers. Get a glimpse of how women can
balance their personal and professional lives.
Tuesday, January 15, 2019
7:30 - 9:30 pm
Yavne Cafeteria

Sign up for important text updates from
The Hebrew Academy. Follow the instructions
below to join the “class” you want to follow.

Text the message below to 81010. You will receive a
short text asking for you to confirm your enrollment.
Hebrew Academy Families

@hac613

To:

Beachwood Bus

@bchwd

81010

Cleveland Hts. Bus

@chbus

Early Childhood

@ec1860

Girls Elementary

@ge613

Oakwood Campus

@yhs613

Kindergarten at Oakwood

@kdghac

Taylor Road Campus

@taylor613

Univ. Hts. Bus

@uhbus

Wickliffe Bus

@wickbus

Yavne High School

@yavne

Yeshiva Ketana (boys)

@yk613

Message:
@hac 613

There is no need to reenroll if you joined last year.
Please call 216.321.5838 ext. 122 for more information.

If you don’t have a smartphone, you can still get text notifications. Text the message @hac613 to the
number 81010. If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @hac613 to (216) 672-5429.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/hac613 on a desktop computer to sign up for email

