Weekly Memos – December 31, 2018
Through Local Partnerships, School Resource Officers to
Ring in New Year in Schools
Happy New Year! Thanks to our partnership with the Fayette County Sheriff’s
Department, our schools received the gift of increased safety with the arrival of four
school resource officers (SRO) for the new year. These SRO will be housed at the
high and middle schools and will support the elementary schools as needed.
Considering the incidents that have occurred throughout our nation, we must
continue to strategically plan around ways to ensure that we institute plans to
promote a safe school environment. Fayette County Public Schools appreciates our
partnership with and the continued support from the Sheriff’s Department as we strive to make a positive
impact on the students and families in our community. A special thanks to the Fayette County Board of
Education and the Fayette County Commission for matching funds to support this program. As you know,
safety has always been a priority of mine for our students. Since 2015, I have been working to secure armed
officers in our middle and high schools. Through ongoing collaboration and building relationships, this goal
has been achieved. This is just one way that we are demonstrating to our community that we believe student
safety is a must and should always be the very first order of business! While we currently have unarmed
security in our middle and high schools, with this new gift, we will now be able to ensure that every school
has full time security personnel. As we build this program, I will be naming Marlon Hill as my chief of
security and information. He will work closely with the Sheriff’s Department and serve as my advisor on how
we can continue our efforts in providing a safe school environment.

L to R: Mayor Rhea Taylor, Chief Deputy Vernon Dollahite, Sheriff Bobby Riles, Superintendent Marlon
King, Sergeant Mike Presson, and Board Chairman Bob Doll

FCPS State of the Schools Part II
Attention: All FCPS Staff
FCPS State of the Schools Part II will be held at Fayette Baptist Church on Thursday, January 3,
2019. Breakfast will begin at 7:30 AM. The awards ceremony will begin at 8:30 AM. There is
parking available on-site. Transportation shuttles will also be provided free of charge at the
following locations between 7:30-8:30 AM and 10:30-11:30 AM: Buckley-Carpenter Elementary
and Oakland Elementary.

Give Junk Food the Boot; Eat Fruit!
Take a look at these very attractive fruits! Our school
cafeterias have improved tremendously by giving
students a wide variety of fruits from which to
choose. By doing so, more students are eating
healthy by choosing to eat fruits! Who wouldn’t want
to eat fruit when it looks this tasty?

Beyond the Call of Duty
Special thanks to LMES cafeteria manager Mr. Curtis Nowley! He goes above and beyond the call
of duty. Not only does he ensure that our students are eating healthy daily, but he takes time out to
instruct them on the proper way of folding the American flag. Where else will you see this? Only in
Fayette County!

National Junior Beta Club Spreads Christmas Cheer to NHC
Somerville
Students from Buckley-Carpenter’s National Junior Beta Club delivered blankets and toiletries to
NHC Somerville, a local rehabilitation center. The service project grew to over 100 blankets as the
students gained first-hand experience collecting and delivering some holiday cheer. The effort was
spearheaded by Ms. Lori Brown.

Open Coaching Positions
The following coaching positions are open at Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School. Anyone
interested in applying should forward their resume' to Coach Duke at john.duke@fcsk12.net.

Fifth Grade Spelling Bee Winners Receive Trophies to Celebrate Win
Students in fifth grade had a chance to participate in the 2018-2019 spelling bee. Congratulations to
everyone who participated and to the winners from each school: Buckley-Carpenter 1st- Tremaine
Jones; Oakland Elementary 1st- Conner Muse, 2nd- Lillian Allshouse, 3rd- Dalton Gourley, 4thCandace Anderson; LaGrange-Moscow 1st- Jakayla McCray, 2nd- Omar Andres, 3rd- MyKenzie
Cotton; Southwest Elementary 1st- Mikel Steward, 2nd- Stephen Pollion, 3rd- Kendrick
Degraffreed.

Meet Some FCPS Spellebrities
Just before Christmas break, East and West Junior High Schools held their annual Spelling Bees.
Taking the microphone before their peers and a panel of judges, participating students at both
schools braved round after nail-biting-round of words. Eventually, only the winners
were left standing for advancement in the online competition in January, which could win them a
spot in the regional competition at Nissan Stadium in Nashville.

Super Students
Celebrate Success!
Incredible Pizza Company
was the place for fun recently
for some outstanding students
from FCPS. After rides,
arcade games and laser tag,
they shared an amazing
buffet. This activity, dubbed
the “Super-Social,” happened
compliments of
Superintendent Marlon King,
who joined in the excitement before handing out certificates to each student. Middle and high
schoolers were recognized for TNReady and ACT scores and elementary for mastery in ELA and
Math on (TNReady). What will Dr. King do next to motivate students? Stay tuned!

Somerville Rotary Sponsors Its First-Ever Interact Club at FayetteWare Comprehensive High School!
Somerville Rotary Club has a very active chapter of men and women who gather to network,
fellowship and serve the community. Our own Superintendent Dr. Marlon King, as well as various
other local officials, are Rotary members. They have for the first time sponsored a club and FayetteWare Comprehensive High School has been chosen for the honor. Fayette-Ware’s Rotary sponsored
club is known as the Interact Club. The Interact Club is under the direction of Mr. John Wallace,
who is Somerville Rotary’s Educational Representative, and Ms. Janet Throneberry of FCPS
Communications Team, the club adviser. Interact Club members are students who feel serving their
community is important. They honor their motto, “Service Before Self.” They have two projects
currently in the works: striving to contribute to a clean water project in Mexico and working with
Hope House in their local humanitarian efforts. The Interact Club elected officers are President Trey
Peppers, Vice-President Joseph Whitten, Treasurer Madison Penke, and Secretary Jamie Moynihan.
Be watching for this group to do great things!

Health Science Students Learning Skills That
Heal!
The Health Science Department at Fayette-Ware High School’s
College Career Technical Education (CCTE) is excited to offer the
students: nursing services, emergency services, and a number of
other health related training opportunities. There is a “Real Life”
interactive classroom with four stations where students are
learning in real time, real life situations. Stations are: ICU, Surgical, Residential Skilled Nursing,
and EMT/Paramedic. The stations are set up as real life facilities complete with hospital beds (ICU
& Surgical), hospital curtains for patient privacy, a real residential skilled nursing bed, walkers,
canes, real EMT/Paramedic stretcher, and much more authentic equipment. Guests are welcomed to
call to schedule a tour of the awesome Health Science Department where we are changing the world
one life at a time!

Lady Soccer Wildcats
Christmas Party
On Friday, December 14, most of
the Lady Wildcat Soccer team
gathered for a night of fun, food,
gifts and games. It was a great way
to unwind after the season with
friends and teammates before the
holiday break. Coach Duke gave the
girls a gift and a challenge to keep
Christ first in their life, reminding
them that they each held the key to
their own future. Then Coach Duke introduced the special guest speaker, Dr. Mia Holmes, DVM.
Dr. Holmes is a distinguished and professional woman serving our community and is one of the
veterinarians at Somerville Animal Hospital located on the Somerville Square. She also played
Division 1 soccer at the University of Tennessee Knoxville where she said one of her highlights was
beating Georgia and being chosen as player of the game. Dr. Holmes talked to the girls about
transitioning from high school soccer to college level, how intense training can be, and the
importance of your academics because for most, soccer will come to an end. She also discussed her
faith and the important role it played in her life. “We should have done this sooner, as it was great to
see the girls acting silly and laughing most the night. It was just a great environment and feeling of
family outside the playing field,” said Coach Duke.

West Boys Battle Goliath But Fall By One in Overtime
On Wednesday night, December 12, the West Lions hosted a non-district match against West
Collierville. It was almost a David and Goliath type battle as visiting West Collierville had some
giants. With 4 players over 6’2, and one standing at 6’6 (same as Coach Smith), it looked to be a
long night for our boys. But the Lion boys were fired up on this night and they were not going to lay
down for a loss. They fought, clawed and battled the entire game staying within striking distance.
Then, trailing by 3 at the buzzer, a shot was launched and went down for 3 …. game tied. It was
almost hysteria in the Lion’s Den. The visiting team couldn’t believe it! They looked defeated
emotionally and physically. The 6’6 giant now fouled out, watched from the bench as the overtime
began while the Lions went back and forth with West Collierville. The other giants had just enough
to get a one point win over the Lions as time expired. Fayette County can be very proud of these
young men, and they should hold their heads high, as they showed true grit tonight and made West
Collierville earn that win, down to the last second! Great job Coach Smith and West Lions!

East Battles Long Time Rivalry and Splits Decisions
On Monday, December 17, the East Bulldogs hosted our neighbor rival Haywood Middle in the
Dawghouse. First up were the Bulldog girls and they looked good! Fast breaks, lots of steals and a
few 3’s for fun, and the East Bulldogs rolled the whole way. Lady Bulldogs defeated Haywood
Ladies 38-14. Then the Bulldog boys took the court. East boys could not share in a victory tonight,
as the Haywood boys were just too much for them. East boys battled hard but fell to Haywood 2250.

West Battles and Takes the Sweep of Highland Oaks
On Tuesday, December 18, the West Lions hosted the teams from Highland Oaks. First up was the
Lady Lions and although Highland was a well-coached team, they just did not have the talent that
West girls have. Coach Smith rotated her bench constantly, keeping the Highland girls always
running and out of position. West girls rolled again, defeating Highland Oaks 56-20. Lady Lions
have two more games left in the regular season. Up next was the Lion boys and after last week’s
tough loss by one, we could only imagine how the team would react towards another opponent
much taller than them. Well, Coach Anthony Smith has done a tremendous job working with these
young men on their discipline and focus. Lion boys started strong, which took Highland off guard at
first and West led at the end of the first quarter 16-12. Then Highland gathered their composure and
regained the lead by the half 21-29. In the 3rd, although West kept making runs to get close,
Highland showed just how good of a team they were; better than last week’s Collierville team. West
Lions just could not get over that hump …… until THEY DID! West boys again showed sheer
determination, grit and focus, forcing Highland to make 3 critical errors and then hitting crucial free
throws in the final seconds. West boys did not fall this time against a Goliath as they defeated
Highland Oaks 56-54! Absolutely great night of basketball from both squads! If you haven’t caught
a game yet, you are missing out!

