STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK
2019-2020

“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community…Our
ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own.”
-Cesar Chavez

Greetings to all members of the LBJ Early College High School community:

As the new principal of the LBJ Early College High School, I am both humbled and honored to
serve all members of this mighty Northeast Austin community. I believe that this is the most
dynamic learning community in the city of Austin, filled with pride, a rich cultural history and a
passion for our greatest asset, our children. As the principal of this illustrious campus, I have the
responsibility of ensuring that all students are provided a rigorous and robust education, filled
with an abundance of opportunities to reach their fullest potential. Together, the dedicated
professionals serving the children at LBJ Early College High School, parents, community
members, and alumni will ensure that we are working to address the needs of our future leaders.

The 2019-2020 school year marks my 23rd year in education, having served as a teacher, assistant
and associate principal, principal and director in Chicago, Illinois and here in Austin, Texas. My
beliefs have never wavered. All students deserve access to a quality education, lined with
real-world experiences and diverse educational opportunities to ensure their success. When we
know better, we do better. Schools serve as the beacon for the entire community, and my vision
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includes a campus that supports generations of people by providing exceptional educational
opportunities for children, and second chances for adults through adult education programs. I
stand united with the faculty and staff, students, and parents and the community in our shared
responsibility for the advancement of each and every family served at LBJ Early College High
School.

Excitement abounds at LBJ Early College High School. We will ensure that our work aligns with
the Austin ISD district vision; with a focus on literacy, excellence in learning experiences, and
the expectation that children graduate college, career, and life-ready, prepared to compete in a
global market. We will continue the work of our Career Launch and Early College High School
programs with an evaluation of what’s working and collective decision making on how we can
expand these programs to meet the needs of our students and the competitive Austin job market.

I look forward to serving alongside all members of the LBJ Early College High School
community and leading our shared vision for the LBJ Early College High School. Through
service and leadership, we will exemplify all that is best in the city of Austin

Educationally yours,
Tracilynn Wright
Principal of THE LBJ Early College High School
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THE LBJ EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL JAGUARS!

THE ESSENCE
The Jaguar is the protector of all life in the Amazon, and in
times of fear, she brings courage and certainty. Jaguar is at the
top of the food chain and never becomes prey. With great
stealth, she can track her mark from a distance and not be
seen or heard. She moves gracefully through the jungle,
relishing the abundance of the rainforest, fearless and at ease.
Jaguar knows the ways beyond death and is the master of the
shadows, blending invisibly between light and dark, night and
day.
THE INVITATION
Jaguar calls you to explore beyond the walls that confine you,
to go outside your normal routine, to push your limits and
boundaries. She is delivering an invitation from your own
future to investigate the unknown, to venture into the
mystery and the dark places you have been reluctant to
explore. Toss all caution to the wind! Know that your Jaguar
instinct will serve you well.
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LBJ Early College High School Mission

We are a community that prepares learners today to conquer tomorrow. Through
Justice, Advocacy and Grace, our mission is to inspire students to explore their
passions beyond all limitations and to instill a sense of pride in taking control of
their destiny. We bleed purple. Welcome home, Jags.

We envision growing our entire LBJ ECHS community; a community that learns
together, grows together. By 2025, LBJ ECHS will be the focal point of Northeast
Austin, providing an inspiring learning space for all members of the community by
offering Career Launch and adult learning opportunities.
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ATTENDANCE POLICY
TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Every child in the state who has not completed the academic year in which his 18th birthday
occurred shall be required to attend the public school in the district of his residence or in some
other district to which he may be transferred as provided or authorized by law. All absences
require a documented note from doctors, courts, funeral homes, or a parent-written note. All
notes MUST be submitted within three days - There are no exceptions to this expectation.
Juniors and Seniors are allowed 2 excused college visit days per year with documentation from
the college/university.

TARDY POLICY
A student is tardy when they arrive at school or class after our transition music is done playing.
A tardy becomes an unexcused absence when a student misses more than half of the class
period. A student will be marked absent after 45 minutes have passed from the beginning of
class.

What happens when a student is tardy?
Students will report to the main office to obtain a tardy pass for admittance to class. If a
student is more than 45 minutes late (see policy above), they should report to the attendance
office for an absence slip to be admitted to class.

TARDY SWEEPS
LBJ Early College High School conducts random “Tardy Sweeps”. Sweeps are announced over
the intercom during those randomly selected passing periods in order to promote punctuality.
Those students “swept” will be escorted to ISS and assigned a Saturday School Detention.
Students who fail to attend their Saturday School assignment will be assigned one (1) day of ISS
to be served immediately upon their return to school or at the discretion of LBJ ECHS
administration.
Are students allowed to make up absences?
Yes. A “No Credit” (NC) is given when a student falls below the compulsory 90% attendance
rate. A student who has not met the class attendance requirements due to extenuating
circumstances, but who successfully meets the other course requirements (i.e. earns a passing
grade), may make-up seat-time by making arrangements with their Assistant Principal to attend
tutoring, Saturday School, community service, etc.
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How do students obtain permission to leave campus?
A signed note from a parent/guardian is required for students to leave campus. The note must
include a parent/guardian contact phone number and the name of the person who will be
picking up the student. During the school day, students are not allowed to leave campus unless
they have signed out through the attendance or main office. The parent and/or legal guardian is
required to sign out the student at the Attendance Office. Leaving campus without permission
(and signing out in the office) is considered skipping or truancy and will carry a discipline
consequence from the assigned assistant principal. Only seniors may leave at lunchtime.
Juniors will

How can students get a Verification of Enrollment and Attendance (VOE)
form? (For Driver’s License Purposes)
Have good attendance! State law requires an attendance policy of 90% for the previous
semester in all classes to receive a driver's license certification permit. Students with excessive
unexcused absences in even one (1) class will NOT receive a VOE form.  To obtain the form,
please see the attendance clerk at least 3 days before it is needed.

How do I get an LBJ ECHS Parking Permit?
Students must apply for parking permits each school year.
Step 1: Stop by the Counseling Office to pick up a Parking Permit Application. Please
stop by before school/after school or during lunch. Do not stop by during class time.
Step 2: Complete and sign the application - - NOTE: The application MUST be signed by
both the student applicant and parent or guardian - - the application REQUIRES both
signatures and WILL NOT be processed if the application is missing required
signatures and/or information.
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AND PERMITS ISSUED BY SEPTEMBER 7, 2018.
WARNING: Student vehicles parking on campus on September 10, 2019 and afterward without
the appropriate parking permit will have their vehicles booted or towed at owner’s expense.
There is a $50.00 fine to have the boot removed. Payable before the boot is removed.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Serious Discipline Offenses
This list is not complete but it serves to provide most of the categories. All of these offenses
carry consequences that range from being assigned to Saturday school up to expulsion from
school.
• Disruption of the educational process (throwing objects, keeping yourself or others from
learning, etc.)
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• Being in an off-limits area during lunch – anywhere on campus except the courtyard, or the
cafeteria. Walking around the outside of the building is not allowed
• Being in the hall without a valid pass
• Refusing to identify yourself to any adult
• Failure to follow school rules, policies, or procedures (including not wearing student photo
I.D.s)
• Refusal to go to ISS, Saturday Detention
• Forgery of permits, notes, etc.
• Skipping/cutting class
• Leaving school without permission (pink slip) during lunch—only students classified as seniors
may leave with a student I.D.
• Tobacco violation
• Abusive conduct toward other students-inappropriate language, harassment, threats, physical
aggression, assault, making a false report, etc.
• School-related gang violence
• Abusive conduct toward adults-inappropriate language or gestures, harassment, threats,
physical aggression, assault, retaliation
• Misdemeanor drug offenses
• Felony drug offenses (Do not sell or hand out prescription medications to others!)
• Possession of drug paraphernalia--papers, pipes of any type, etc.
• Misdemeanor alcohol offenses
• Miscellaneous: use of glue or aerosol paint, robbery, stealing, possession of stolen property,
inappropriate use of Internet or electronic communication, cheating, gambling (NO DICE),
fireworks, etc.
• Destruction of property (vandalism)
• Criminal mischief
• Serious or persistent mischief
• Public lewdness or indecent exposure; having any form of sexual contact; etc.
• Weapons—knife of any kind (including pocketknife); firearm; club; etc.
• Felony in the community
• Pranks or hazing
• False alarm or making a false report
LBJ Early College High School - ISS
ISS must be served when it is assigned. Failure to behave in ISS may result in suspension. For
students who are caught in tardy sweeps, if absences or tardies are excessive, they will in ISS
until a parent conference is conducted with the principal or assistant principal.
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AISD Graduation Plans

12

13

14

15

