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Think about the challenges you tackle every day. With each one, you build greater confidence
in your abilities. That’s what AP is all about. AP courses may be tough — they bring the
college experience to your high school after all — but they also help you develop skills
and knowledge that you can use in the real world. Even better, they introduce you to
new possibilities — in college majors, in career
options, and in yourself.
Qualities like Curiosity, Creativity, and
Commitment — things you use every
day in other parts of your life to
achieve your goals — are key
ingredients for success in AP®.
If you’re ready to explore and follow
your passions, if you’re willing to get
academically prepared for exciting
classes and put in the effort once
you’re in them, then you may be ready
for AP.

2. Why Take AP?
Set yourself apart for college.

- Let college know that you’re serious
about your education — with AP on
your transcript, you’ll show that
you’ve challenged yourself with
AP is about having the experience of a rigorous course work.
college student, today. In AP courses,
you’ll tackle challenging topics head
- Earn college credit and potentially
on and investigate issues that matter skip introductory courses if you do
to you. You’ll learn about exciting
well on the AP Exam. This can save
subjects in depth, and your AP teacher tuition costs.
and your classmates will help you
- Experience college while you are still
learn and get the most out of AP.
in high school. Learn what is expected
of you, and develop skills you need
now to get the most out of college
later.

1. The AP Experience
This is your college-level class.

3. AP & Your Future
Getting started is easy.
- Learn more about AP at
exploreap.org, where you can watch
videos and hear from students who
took AP courses.
- Speak to a counselor or a teacher
and ask these three questions: What
AP courses does my school offer? Are
there any requirements for students
to enroll? What is the deadline for
enrolling?
- Discuss your options with your
parents or guardians to determine if
AP makes sense for you.
- Pick an AP class that’s right for you.
- Start with your interests — what do
you enjoy? What do you want to learn
more about?
- Explore the AP courses offered at
your school, and see how they can get
you started on a path to many college
majors and careers at exploreap.org.
- Ask your counselor or teacher how
you can get ready for AP. This might
include courses you need to take
before an AP course.
- Select the course that
fits you best and enroll.

Be confident
You have what it takes to succeed
in AP, and you’ll have help every
step of the way. Speak to your
counselor or teacher. They’ll help
you get the information you need
to determine the best next steps
for you.

Pre-AP World History - Grade 9
Students enrolled in Pre-AP World begin this two year course in 9th grade by exploring
key themes of world history, including interaction with the environment, cultures, statebuilding, economic systems, and social structures, from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to
1750. In 10th grade, students will continue their study of chronological history from
1750 to the present. During both 9th and 10th grade students will learn to apply
historical thinking skills including the ability to craft arguments from evidence; describe,
analyze and evaluate events from a chronological perspective; compare and
contextualize historical developments; and analyze evidence, reasoning and context to
construct and understand historical interpretations. The prerequisites for this course
are a minimum average of 85% in 8th grade Social Studies, the Social Studies 8
teacher’s recommendation, and students must complete a required summer project.
*No college credit is offered for this course.

AP World History - Grade 10
In the second year of this course, students will continue exploring and analyzing history
beginning with the French & American Revolutions and concluding with modern
perspectives. Students will also review and prepare for the AP World History Exam in
May. After the AP Exam, students spend the remainder of the school year reviewing for
the 10 Global History and Geography Exam in June. Advanced Placement World History
is a challenging course that explores the past over time and focuses on common themes
and patterns. AP World History deals with the “big picture,” with comparison of major
societies, understanding of change and continuity over time, and analysis of history
through primary source documents. The prerequisite for this course is the completion
of a summer project.

AP United States History - Grade 11/12
AP United States History is an elective course for juniors combining the Regents U.S.
History and Government requirements with college level assignments. It is a survey
course in U.S. History from the arrival of the first Native Americans to the continent to
the present. The course requires summer reading and writing projects in preparation for
the school year. This course is taught as a college-level course and recommended for
students with a strong interest in U.S. History and those willing to invest a significant
amount of time and effort beyond the classroom. To achieve AP credit, students will be
required to take the AP United States History test in May. After the AP Exam, students
will spend the remainder of the school year reviewing for the U.S. History and
Government Exam in June. The prerequisite for this course is completing a summer
project.

AP Government and Politics - Grade 12
This senior year AP course (taken in place of Senior Participation in Government)
provides an analytical perspective on government and politics to the United States. This
course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and
the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various
institutions, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. political reality. The following topics
will be covered in the course culminating in the taking of the AP exam for all
participants: constitutional underpinnings of U.S. Government, political beliefs and
behaviors, political parties, interest groups, mass media, institutions of national
government, public policy and civil rights/liberties. (Full year, one credit) The
prerequisite for this course is completion of a summer project.

Pre AP English - Grade 10
This course’s challenging, rigorous curriculum focuses on close, critical reading of a wide
range of literature. It also includes intense practice for the NYS Regents English exam to
be taken in June (usually taken in the eleventh grade year) and requires 4-5 hours of
out-of-class work per week. Students will become independent readers, writers and
thinkers as they prepare for success on Advanced Placement tests taken in their junior
and senior years of high school. Prerequisites include a minimum average of 85% in
English 9 and a recommendation from the student’s 9th grade English teacher.
*No college credit is offered for this course.

AP English Literature and Composition - Grade 11/12
The AP Literature and Composition experience is a straight AP college-level reading and
writing course that culminates in the AP exam for all participants. Readings will be
drawn from the classics of literature and will be intensive. Students will both write and
talk about the perceptions of the works. Participants will also complete two theme and
reading-related assignment projects during the course of the year as well as write their
senior story and present a hyper studio presentation on a subject of their choosing. (Full
year, one credit) The prerequisite for this course is a summer project.

AP English Language and Composition - Grade 11/12
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is a rigorous college level
course of study intended for students who want an academic challenge. It is designed to
replicate a college freshman composition course in which students are expected to read
independently, write frequently and be self-directed in their learning. In accordance
with the College Board’s AP English Course Description, students are expected to
become “skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines and
rhetorical contexts” and to become “skilled writers who compose for a variety of
purposes.” They are further expected to become “aware of the interactions among a
writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic
conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.”
These expectations are indeed a challenge for juniors in high school, so beginning
with their summer assignments, students are immersed in a variety of reading and
writing experiences. The main focus of the course is on developing each student’s ability
to write effectively across the curriculum in the expository, argumentative and
analytical models that are required in order to be successful in most academic and
professional settings. Because of this focus, readings are selected from the realm of
nonfiction, fiction, along with some poetry, to provide continuity for the 9-12 English
curriculums and as vehicles for discussion; however, those pieces are approached within
the framework of examining the author’s craft and use of rhetorical strategies. (Full
year, one credit) The prerequisite for this course is a summer project.

AP Biology - Grades 11/12
The course of study provides a modern view of biology and is designed to be the
equivalent of an introductory college course. The textbook range and depth of topics,
laboratory work, and the time and effort required of students make this course much
more difficult than regents biology. It is required that each student enrolled takes the
AP Biology exam. (Full year, one credit) The prerequisite for this course is completing a
summer project and completion of Chemistry.

AP Chemistry - Grades 11/12
This course is an advanced level, one credit course designed to prepare students for the
AP exam in May and is based on the College Board Curriculum. The course covers the
equivalent of one full year of college level General Chemistry. The course is a rigorous
math-based course, with a strong laboratory component. Students are expected to
complete at least one hour of outside work per night. Outside work may consist of
homework, practice problems, reading, lab work and studying. AP Chemistry topics
include: chemical calculations, modern atomic theory, molecular bonding and
hybridization, stoichiometry, thermodynamics, kinetics, chemical equilibrium (acids and
bases, aqueous, precipitation), reduction and oxidation reactions, and electrochemistry.
The prerequisite for this course is completing a summer project and completion of or
enrollment in Physics.

AP Calculus - Grade 12
This course is designed for accelerated students with strong mathematical backgrounds.
The material covered in this course is comparable to two semesters of calculus at most
colleges and universities. The major topic of study will include limits, differentiation, and
integration. These topics will be studies from many different aspects, including general
theorems, abstract problems, and real world applications. A graphing calculator is
required for this course. Students should see the instructor regarding specific models.
Students are also required to take the AP examination in May. (Full year, one credit)

PLTW/AP Computer Science Principles - Grade 12
AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching the
underlying principles of computation. The course will introduce students to the creative
aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the Internet,
cybersecurity concerns, and computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles also
gives students the opportunity to use current technologies to create computational
artifacts for both self-expression and problem solving. Together, these aspects of the
course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in
computer science. Students will finish the course by taking the PLTW exam as well as
the AP Computer Science exam. (Full year, one credit)

Ace Program benefits include:


Save Money! Lower tuition rate



Avoid repeating some freshman year courses



Head start on college



Experience college life



Additional educational opportunities at your home school

Advanced Studies program offers courses taught in the high schools by high school
faculty who are approved by GCC. These courses follow the same guidelines and
learning objectives as those taught on campus.


Convenient — classes are right at your high school



Comfortable — classes are taught by faculty you already know



Affordable — earn both college and high school credits at the same
time

Accounting - Grades 10-12
Does your future include a degree in business, marketing, management, finance or even
cosmetology? No matter what field you choose, an accounting course will likely be
required. Why not learn the basics of accounting first to help prepare you for the
future? A clear understanding of assets, liabilities, owner’s equity, profit and loss, and
their application to the accounting cycle is developed. This course will help you learn to
keep the records for a service business organized as a sole-proprietorship and a
merchandising business organized as a corporation. Through accounting problems and
simulations, students apply their knowledge of accounting to real-world situations. The
2nd half of this course offers students the ability to earn 3 college credits through GCC.

Advertising and Marketing - Grades 10-12
This course offering helps students develop a thorough understanding of advertising
and marketing concepts. The topics of study cover basic marketing, market planning,
market segmentation, selling, promotion, pricing, and distribution. There is also an
opportunity within the course for students to study the sports and entertainment
industry within marketing. This course is project based and provides an opportunity for
students to take a look at career opportunities within advertising and marketing.
GCC — BUS 203 Advertising (3 college credits)
GCC — BUS 213 Principles of Marketing (3 college credits)

Career & Financial Management - Grades 10-12
Career & Educational Planning (1st Semester) The first half of this course will allow
students to identify their strengths and weaknesses, explore careers, develop an
individual career plan, learn employment trends, discover sources of job leads, learn job
interviewing techniques and workplace issues such as appearance on the job, time
management and ethics. There will be opportunities to complete job shadows as well as
employer visits.
GCC — CEP 101 (3 college credits)
Personal Money Management (2nd Semester) The second half of this course is a must
for all students who desire to learn about money management for all stages of their
lives, to include high school, post high school, college, mid-life and your retirement
years, whether you stay single or get married. Topics include, but are not limited to:
careers, managing a checking account, investments, housing, budgets, credit, insurance,
taxes, automobiles, employment, decision making, consumer protection, and much
more. Methods of instruction will include a mixture of lectures, class discussions,
videos, and guest speakers. excite
GCC — BUS 110 (3 college credits)

Keyboarding and Computers - Grades 9-12
College Keyboarding (1st Semester) This course will help develop personal computer and
keyboarding skills through an individual program of instruction using computer
software, including frequent drills to increase speed and accuracy. This course
introduces simple letters, tabulations, vertical and horizontal centering, and one-page
reports. To receive college credit, it requires a minimum level of proficiency of 35 words
per minute (wpm).
GCC — OFT 101 (3 college credits)
Introduction to Computers (2nd Semester) This course includes the most recent
developments in the computer industry, computer applications, the Internet, and the
components of a computer system. Laboratory exercises stress application programs
such as word processing, spreadsheet, and database. This course will require the
completion of a variety of computer projects.
GCC — CIS 102 (3 college credits)

Microsoft Office Suite - Grades 10-12
Office Suite provides students with the skills necessary in today’s high-tech, computer
generated workforce. Regardless of the type of business or organization, students need
a clear understanding how software impacts work and how it can be used efficiently.
Students focus on Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access and Publisher including
the integration of the full Office Suite. This course goes beyond the basic usage and
provides students with the ability to analyze information, create powerful
presentations, and understand data in a meaningful way.
Prerequisite: Introduction to Computers (CIS 102)
GCC — CIS 116 (3 college credits)

Principles of Business/Entrepreneurship - Grades 11-12
This course examines the scope of business as it relates to the global economic system.
Topics include types of business ownership, management principles, the internal
organization, human resource management, marketing, business law, accounting,
finance and risk management. GCC’s Virtual Business curriculum will be incorporated
throughout the course.
GCC — BUS 101 Principles of Business (3 college credits)
This course is designed to introduce students to the role that entrepreneurship and
small business play in our economic system. An in-depth study of the various steps
involved in starting a new business and the financial, legal and government aspects
critical to a successful small business will be covered. Topics include marketing,
economics, competition, communication and human resources. Students will be
involved in a variety of activities including project based learning, guest speakers, field
trips and development of a business plan.
GCC — BUS 111 Exploring Business Opportunities (3 college credits)

Introduction to American Musical Theatre
This course seeks to develop an understanding of, and appreciation for, the uniquely
American musical theatre art form called the MUSICAL. Students will acquire knowledge
of basic vocabulary, awareness of historical periods and styles, and study the individuals
who have contributed significantly to the development of this art form. Through a
summary of the cultural, political, and social events of the day, students will survey
musical theatre history. Students will prepare songs from each of the stylistic periods
studied. Scene study, stage blocking, and technical elements will also be a part of this
course. (Full year, 1/2 credit, A or B day course)
There is an option to receive 3 college credits through GCC at a reduced rate.

Spanish IV
The fourth level of learning continues with a higher level of reading, listening and
speaking. There will be an emphasis on literature, history, grammar and culture. Class
discussion will be done in Spanish. Short story reading will take place with discussions in
Spanish. Various projects will be integrated into the course. (Full year, one credit)
3 college credits may be obtained at a reduced rate through GCC.

Statistics
This math course is for juniors or seniors and may be taken for college credit through
GCC. This is a basic statistics course which will provide a study of the practice of
statistics with regard to the need for data, the importance of data production, the
omnipresence of variability and the measuring and modeling of variability. Many
applications will be given ranging from problems in business, sports, health,
architecture, education, entertainment, political science, psychology, travel and leisure,
just to name a few. Projects will be given. Technology including the use of Excel and the
TI-84 Plus calculator will be utilized. Calculators will be provided for class; however
students will need to purchase one for assignments given outside of class. (Full year,
one credit)
GCC — MAT 129 (3 college credits)

PLTW Technology & Engineering is more than just another high school engineering
program. It is about applying engineering, science, math, and technology to solve
complex, open-ended problems in a real-world context. Students focus on the process
of defining and solving a problem, not on getting the "right" answer. They learn how to
apply STEM knowledge, skills, and habits of mind to make the world a better place
through innovation.
PLTW students have said that PLTW Technology & Engineering influenced their postsecondary decisions and helped shape their future. Even for students who do not plan
to pursue engineering after high school, the PLTW Technology & Engineering program
provides opportunities to develop highly transferable skills in collaboration,
communication, and critical thinking, which are relevant for any coursework or career.
To learn more about the PLTW Technology & Engineering curriculum, professional
development, and assessment, visit the link below:
https://www.pltw.org/our-programs/pltw-engineering/engineering-curriculum

Design Drawing for Production
This full year course explores creating 2-D and 3-D engineering drawings using basic CAD
concepts and professional grade software. Focuses on the principles and practices
common to all CAD systems used in drafting. Develops skills with operating systems,
computer terminology, and functions of hardware and peripheral components within a
workstation environment and using proper drafting standards. Requires drawings using
different techniques, drawing constructions, and dimensioning.

Computer Integrated Manufacturing
This full year course explores the structure of the manufacturing industry and the
methods, processes, and materials associated with them. Topics include structure of
industry, general manufacturing processes, primary metals industry, casting, forging,
machining, metal fastenings, integrated circuit manufacturing, plastic, glass, and
ceramic processing. Further develops skills with operating systems, computer
terminology, and functions of hardware and peripheral components within a
workstation environment.
There is potential to receive college credit at a reduced rate through
GCC and RIT for these two courses.

Digital Electronics
This is a one credit full year course that allows students to analyze, design, and build
their own digital electronic circuits, the technology that powers your cell phone, tablet,
television, and game consoles. Digital circuits are all around us and this course provides
a foundation for students who are interested in learning more about electronics and
their role in today's digital world. Students study topics such as combinational and
sequential logic and are exposed to circuit design tools used in industry, including logic
gates, integrated circuits, and programmable logic devices. Students will design and
build a variety of projects. Students do not need to have any prior knowledge of
electronics or PLTW courses before taking this course. Digital Electronics assumes the
completion of Algebra I and Geometry with at least a C.
There is potential to receive college credit at a reduced rate through RIT for
this course.

PLTW/AP Computer Science Principles
AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching the
underlying principles of computation. The course will introduce students to the creative
aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the Internet,
cybersecurity concerns, and computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles also
gives students the opportunity to use current technologies to create computational
artifacts for both self-expression and problem solving. Together, these aspects of the
course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in
computer science. Students will finish the course by taking the PLTW exam as well as
the AP Computer Science exam. (Full year, one credit)

College Today
The College Today classes were developed to give high school seniors an opportunity
to pursue college credit-bearing classes in the campus setting. Courses were
developed to compliment, rather than compete with, existing high school classes.
College Today tuition rate is a 60% savings over regular GCC tuition! For more
information: http://www.genesee.edu/depts/ACE/collegetoday/

Psychology 101 - Grades 11/12
This is a college level psychology course taught online by a GCC instructor and co-taught
by Le Roy faculty. Students taking this course will receive both college credit at a
reduced rate through GCC, as well as high school credit. Students will be provided time
to work on college content during the week as well as conducting experiments,
activities, and projects in the classroom. This introductory psychology course introduces
the scientific study of human and animal behavior. Topics include basic methodology,
motivation, learning, memory, human development, personality, psychological
disorders, and therapy. (Half year, 1/2 credit, A/B day)

Sociology 101 - Grades 11/12
This is a college level sociology course taught online by a GCC instructor and co-taught
by Le Roy faculty. Students taking this course will receive both college credit at a
reduced rate through GCC, as well as high school credit. Students will be provided time
to work on college content during the week as well as conducting experiments, activities
and projects in the classroom. Sociology studies social patterns affecting the structure
and functioning of group life such as cultural values, deviance, class structure, and social
change. It examines methods and perspectives sociologists employ, and the ways group
forces influence on the individual in society. (Half year, 1/2 credit, A/B day)
3 GCC Credits at a reduced rate

Something to Think About
Factors in the college admissions decision in rank order
(according to the National Association for College Admission
Counseling)
1. Grades in college prep courses
2. Strength of curriculum
3. Admission test scores (SAT, ACT)

4. Grades in all courses
5. Essay or writing sample
6. Student’s demonstrated interest
7. Counselor recommendation
8. Teacher recommendation
9. Class rank
10. Extracurricular activities
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