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A salute to the Class of 2018

The tradition continues: Class of 2018 legacy students

The Bishop Luers High School Class of 2018 honors students whose parents were graduates of Bishop Luers. There are 41 legacy students
this year. As the Class of 2018 walked across the stage at the University of Saint Francis Robert Goldstine Performing Arts Center on May
25, some students wore a red, black and white cord that identified them as legacy students. Thank you, Bishop Luers alumni, for making
Bishop Luers’ education a part of your children’s legacy. That inclusion of Bishop Luers into the alumni’s legacy solidifies the credibility of
the mission and values of the school. Your investment in Bishop Luers is a clear indicator of the high level of respect, commitment and love
present throughout the Bishop Luers family.

Bishop Luers High School Alumni
Kenneth Hitzeman – ‘64
Leonard Wall – ‘64
Michael Sturm, DDS – ‘65
Michael Schiffli – ‘69
Chris Kerr – ‘70
Richard Lauer – ‘70
John Witte – ‘71
Mary (Sullivan) Rawlins – ‘73
Julie (Stock) Shields – ‘76
Timothy Rahrig – ‘78
Laura (Patane) Morken – ‘82
Alan Oser – ‘85
Austin Tillman – ‘09
Friends of Bishop Luers
Joan Bauman
Betty Jane Burns
Alice Donnelly
Annabelle Dykhuizen
Mary Lou Gigli
Sue Glotzbach
Jean Hahn- Past Staff
Jacqueline Litchfield
Marilyn Mungovan
Michael Serrani
Central Catholic High School
Helen Choka
Sheila (Holly) Freiburger
Mary Alice Steinacker
Byron Wyss
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From the Principal’s Desk ...
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends of Bishop Luers,
As I reflect on the past school year,
service.
I am inspired daily by our students
Here at Bishop
-- young men and women -- working
Luers High
together to achieve excellence and to
School, teachers,
lead lives of faith and service. I marvel
administrators and
at their efforts to be the best they can
students work together
be as students, athletes, artists and
to create a school
leaders.
community where
Our students strive to be their best
students can grow
in an environment that is energetic,
to be intellectually competent, just,
friendly and supportive. Our challengfaith-filled, respectful persons, who will
ing academic programs, our unparalexercise leadership in building a better
leled extracurricular activities and our
world. This educational enterprise
beautiful campus have been designed
is supported by parents, alumni and
to make Bishop Luers one of the best
friends of Bishop Luers who are
Catholic high schools imaginable.
dedicated to the school’s mission.
Most importantly, within our Catholic
At Bishop Luers we challenge
educational community, our students
students to expect the best of us and, in
pursue their spiritual development and
turn, of themselves. As a member of our
refine their moral decision-making. In
community, I also invite you to expect
a world troubled with conflicting value
the best.
systems, our Bishop Luers students are
encouraged to adopt principles for living
In Luers Spirit,
that promote faith, peace, justice and
James Huth
Bishop Luers High School Principal

Calling all seniors from the Class of 2018 ...
The Alumni Board of Bishop Luers High School invites the Class of 2018 to attend

“A Knight of Farewell and Fun”

Wednesday, Aug. 1 • Bishop Luers High School Courtyard
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Corn Hole Tournament begins at 7 p.m.

The Knight of Farewell is an opportunity for seniors to say good-bye to classmates, exchange emails and new addresses, and
make plans to return for Homecoming on Sept. 14. Free food and lemonade will be provided. To RSVP or if you have questions,
contact the Alumni Office at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3040 or email Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org

Our sympathy to the friends and family of Jean Hahn
Jean (Bruhn) Hahn, 72, a former
history teacher at Bishop Luers High
School, died March 9 after a long
courageous battle against breast cancer.
Mrs. Hahn taught in Catholic schools for
38 years, including St. John the Baptist,
Fort Wayne, from 1969 to 2001, and
Bishop Luers from 2001 to 2007.
In her role as a teacher she touched
and enriched the lives of her many
students where she taught many
important life lessons and shared her
passion and expertise in history and
social studies. A former student recently
commented that next to his mother,

Mrs. Hahn was the most
influential woman in his life.
Born Aug. 3, 1945, in St.
Henry, Ohio, she came to
Fort Wayne to attend the
University of Saint Francis
where she acquired her
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in education.
She was married to Joseph Hahn
for over 50 years. In addition to her
husband, she is survived by sons
Christopher, ‘87, and Jason, ‘92,
daughters-in-law and grandchildren,
brothers and sisters.

Golden Knights, Class of 1968

YEARS

Jean A. Hahn Memorial Endowment
An endowment fund has been created in memory of Jean Hahn, history teacher
at Bishop Luers High School from 2001 to 2007. Jean also taught at St. John the
Baptist School from 1969-2001. If you are interested in donating to the fund or if you
have any questions, please contact Louise (Shank) Rowan at:
LSRactivewear@gmail.com or Kathy (Krzyminski) Carrier at: kcarrier@briljent.com.
Each year a portion of the endowment will be donated to the St. John the Baptist
Junior High History and Social Studies Program. The fund is administered by the
Catholic Community Foundation of Northeast Indiana.
You may mail your donations to:
Archbishop Noll Catholic Center
Catholic Community Foundation of Northeast Indiana
Attn: Mike Shade
P.O. Box 390
Fort Wayne, IN 46801

50

1968-2018

In memoriam

Members of the Class of 1968 assemble at the University of Saint Francis Robert
Goldstine Performing Arts Center before Bishop Luers commencement activities on
May 25. They assembled after the ceremony at Bishop Luers in the media center
and received their 50th anniversary pins.

On May 25, members of the Class
of 1968 gathered to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the date they
walked across the stage to receive
their diplomas from Bishop Luers
High School. The classmates, who
wore golden sashes, were recognized
during the Class of 2018’s graduation
ceremony at the University of Saint
Francis Robert Goldstine Performing
Arts Center, and were presented with
the Golden Knight lapel pin during a
reception in the Bishop Luers media
center following the graduation
ceremony.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2018

Meet the top academic students of the Class of 2018

Margaret Cicchiello named Class of 2018 valedictorian
Margaret Cicchiello is the
valedictorian for the Bishop Luers
High School Class of 2018. The
daughter of Catherine and James
Cicchiello, Margaret is a member of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort
Wayne, and attended St. JosephSt. Elizabeth Ann Seton School.
Cicchiello had several outstanding
accomplishments at Bishop Luers
High School. She was a captain of
the English Academic Superbowl
team, which earned bronze and
silver medals at the state level. She
received the Outstanding Sodalitas
Leader Award, was a cross-country
captain and served as secretary of the
National Honor Society. She was also
the recipient of the Mother Theodore
Guerin Award her sophomore year.
Carrying a 4.401 grade point
average, Cicchiello attained
high honors every quarter.
She said, “I chose Bishop Luers
High School because of the academic
rigor, the diversity of the student body
and smaller community setting.”

2018 Class
Meritorious Awards
Allen County Non-Public School
Distinguished Student Award:
• Pedro Perez Monterroseo
• Mallori Wigent
DAR Good Citizenship Award:
• Peyton Howe
National Commended Merit Scholar Award:
• Adam Veldman
Knights of Renaissance Award:
• Kyra Zwick
Franciscan Spirit Award:
• Laura Steigmeyer
Ideal Student Award:
• Riley Mintch
Father Solanus Casey Society
Christian Leadership Awards
• Ashton Everett
• Emma Ward
Scholastic Art and Writing Award
• Grace Georgi
• Camille King
• Sara Quinn
Sertoma Award
• Mitch Gigli
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She added, “I
think the students
and staff are
the strengths of
Bishop Luers.”
Of the Catholic
identity of Bishop
Luers, Cicchiello
said, “Being
around other
people who were
also celebrating my faith helped
me to view important parts of my
faith from different perspectives.”
She said that Bishop Luers has
helped nurture her planning skills
as she coordinated various projects.
“These skills will benefit me in college
and in the workplace,” she noted.
Cicchiello regularly volunteers at
Science Central in Fort Wayne.
She plans to attend Saint Mary’s
College, Notre Dame, major in
biology and become a doctor.
Cicchiello said both of her parents
have had an enormous impact on her
life. She also credited Mrs. Marilyn
Fech, sophomore theology teacher,
Miss Nichole Wellman, cross-country

coach, and the Academic Super
Bowl coaches for impacting her life.
In gratitude, Cicchiello said, “I would
like to thank my parents for making
sure I get up in the morning, helping
me with my math homework at night,
and for helping to ensure that my
head was on straight in the process.”
She added, “I would like to thank all
of my teachers, from my freshman to
senior year, for tolerating my many
questions and enabling me to do
well. Lastly, I would like to thank my
sisters, friends and extended family
for helping me to laugh at myself and
being part of my support network.”

Adam Veldman named salutatorian for Class of 2018
Adam Veldman is the salutatorian
for the Bishop Luers High School
Class of 2018. The son of Laura
and Paul Veldman of Fort Wayne,
Adam is a member of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne, and
attended St. John the Baptist School
for elementary and middle school.
He chose to attend Bishop
Luers High School because of
the sense of community and his
friends attended the school.
Veldman said the strength of
Bishop Luers is “We are a family.”
Carrying a grade point average
of 4.39, Veldman was the recipient
of the Bishop Luers Knight Award,
National Merit Scholar recognition and
was the Indiana oratorical finalist.
Bishop Luers, he said, helped
nurture the life tools of his work
ethic and determination.
Veldman holds a job as
soccer referee and a tutor.
He plans to attend Georgetown
University and major in international
relations. His career goal is to
work for the Defense Intelligence
Agency or the Foreign Service.
He said his parents have been his
role models on how to live a good life.

The Bishop Luers
teacher who most
impacted him, he
said, is “Mr. Matt
Brown by being a
great teacher and
a great friend.”
He is also
grateful for
the support of
friends Ben,
Brock and Rachel and his parents
for “always being there for me.”

Bishop Luers High School has announced the top academic students of the
Class of 2018. They include the following students, listed in alphabetical order, from
left to right in the photo.
Valedictorian Margaret Cicchiello of Fort Wayne is a member of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish and attended St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School. She plans to study
biology at Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame.
Allyson Emmett of Fort Wayne is a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
and attended St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School. She plans to follow a pre-vet track at
Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame.
Benjamin Fink of Fort Wayne is a member of St. John the Baptist Parish and
attended St. John the Baptist School. He plans to study civil engineering at Purdue
University.
Mitchell Gigli of Fort Wayne is a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish and
attended St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School. He plans to study actuarial science at
Purdue University.
Megan Gilpin of Roanoke attended Crestview Middle School. She plans to study
athletic training at Mount St. Joseph University.
Camille King of Fort Wayne is a member of Imani Baptist Temple and attended
Lutheran South Unity School. She plans to study neuroscience and French at
Earlham College.
Emily McManus is a member of St. John the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne, and
attended St. John the Baptist School. She plans to study exercise science and
kinesiology at Aquinas College.
Sara Quinn of Fort Wayne is a member of St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne. She
attended St. John the Baptist School and Miami Middle School. She plans to study
pre-medicine at IUPUI.
Garrett Scheiber of Huntington is a member of St. Mary Parish, Huntington, and
attended Huntington Catholic School. He plans to study mechanical engineering at
Rose Hulman Institute of Technology.
Salutatorian Adam Veldman is a member of St. John the Baptist Parish, Fort
Wayne, and attended St. John the Baptist School. He plans to study international
relations at Georgetown University.
Jonathan Woehnker lives in Roanoke and is a member of St. Joseph Parish,
Roanoke. He attended St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School. He plans to study finance at
Purdue University.

Bishop Luers Scholars
• Margaret Cicchiello
• Mitch Gigli
• Camille King

The future paths for the
Class of 2018
Aquinas College
Ball State University
Butler University
Campbellsville University
University of Cincinnati
DePaul University
Earlham College
University of Evansville
Full Sail University
Georgetown University
Goshen College
Indiana State University
Indiana University at Bloomington
Indiana University-Purdue University
Fort Wayne
Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis
Ivy Tech Community College
University of Kentucky
Loyola University Chicago
Manchester University
Marian University
McKendree University
Miami University Oxford
Mississippi State University
Mount St. Joseph University
Purdue University
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
University of Saint Francis
Saint Mary’s College
University of Southern Indiana
The Ohio State Univeristy
Trine University
United States Army
University of Utah
Valparaiso University
Vincennes University
Wabash College
Wilberforce University
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Marilyn Fech,
religion teacher for
26 years, retires
Marilyn Fech
has been teaching
theology at Bishop
Luers High School
for 26 years and has
been a Catholic school
teacher for 45 years.
Mrs. Fech retired at
the end of this school
year.
“It’s been wonderful, every minute
of it has been wonderful -- even the
moments that have been imperfect,”
Mrs. Fech said in a recent interview.
Being a theology teacher at Bishop
Luers is a calling, Mrs. Fech said. She
remembered the day she interviewed for
the teaching position at Bishop Luers.
The hour was locker cleanout and senior
hall looked like Hiroshima in 1945. “I fell
in love with the place,” she said. “This is
a place that cares more about the kids
than they do the floors.”
“Walking in that lobby, I knew it was
right; I was supposed to be here,” she
added.
“I felt rooted here,” Mrs. Fech said of
her years at Bishop Luers.
She is also an ecclesiology instructor
of the diocesan Continuing Education
for Ministry program. This program
offers training for adults in ministry.
She is one of the few who teaches
ecclesiology in the diocese. She enjoys
working with the adults -- no worries
about chewing gum or if shirts are
tucked in, she quipped. “You just get to
teach,” she said.
She looks forward to enjoying a
morning cup of tea on her patio and
reading a novel, “one of my favorite
things to do.” She and her husband
are planning to travel. She also
wants to spend time with her two
granddaughters.
Best wishes, Marilyn Fech. You have
been a blessing to the Bishop Luers
community and you will be missed.

More best wishes ...
Bishop Luers sends its best to the
following:
• Camby Ferdon, Spanish and
French teacher.
• Missy Gumbert, for 12 years of
service in sports training with Indiana
Physical Therapy.
• Lauren Roos from the Special
Education Department.
• Kathy Skelly, who leaves her post
as director of the Office of Mission
Advancement.
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Gratitude for a successful
‘A Knight of My Favorite Things’ LuersKnight 2018

This year’s LuersKnight was held
Saturday, April 21, with the theme “A
Knight of My Favorite Things.”
LuersKnight is our largest fundraiser
and generates funds that are channeled
directly to academic programs and
general operations. In addition,
LuersKnight provides tuition assistance
and helps offset tuition for every student
enrolled.
Our thanks go out to all the very
special people who make LuersKnight
such a wonderful evening. Teresa
Calhoun and Julie Crouch, co-chairs of
the event, did an outstanding job with
the coordination of the event. A note
of thanks is extended to the group of
adult and student volunteers who come
together and share their energy, talents,
and time.
Thank you also to the many
generous donors, corporate sponsors
and program advertisers. It is because

of your support and belief in our mission
that we are able to continue the tradition
of LuersKnight.
We are honored to be a part of this
event. Thank you all.
Thank you to our 2018
LuersKnight Sponsors
Connolly’s Do It Best
Divine Mercy Funeral Home
D.O. McComb and Sons Funeral Homes
Hall’s Restaurants
Huntington Catholic School, St.
Mary, SS. Peter and Paul parishes
Indiana Physical Therapy
Katz, Sapper, and Miller
Michael Kinder & Sons
Midwest Pipe and Steel
Our Sunday Visitor
Shawnee Construction and Engineering
Summit Consultants
07 Pub

Knights of Japan
2018 prepare for July
adventure

Eighteen Bishop Luers students, one
alumnus and three faculty members
are preparing for a July 15-28 trip to
Takaoka, Japan.
The Knights in Japan 2018 are busy
preparing for their July 15-28, 2018 trip
to Takaoka, Japan. The group of 18
Bishop Luers High School students, one
alumnus (Will Hayes, class of 2017) and
three faculty members (Karen Marciano,
Drew Heiniger and Danielle Dabler) will
stay with students and staff of our sister
school, Fushiki High School.
The Bishop Luers students will attend
art, music, physical education, home
economics and English conversation
classes in the mornings at Fushiki High
School, located near the shore of the
Sea of Japan. In the afternoons and on
weekends, they will spend time with their
host families, sightsee, go to festivals,
restaurants and baseball games, visit
an elementary school, and go on
excursions with Fushiki High School’s
Chinese and South Korean sister school
students.
The Knights in Japan 2018 are Mary
Bireley, Paul Braun, Joshua Dippold,
Nicholas Everett, Fatima Garcia, Jessica
Hartmus, Maciah Henley, Will Huth,
Lainey Masanz, Rachel Notter, Caroline
Rahrig, Sean Reilly, Jenny Renner, Joe
Renner, Nando Rosiles, Aaron Schall,
Cecilia Simerman and Erin Stuczynski.

Students accepted in
IU Honors Program
The World Language program has
announced that seven Bishop Luers High
School students have applied and were
accepted for the IU Honors Program in
Foreign Languages for summer study.
The IU Honors Program is a very
competitive program with a rigorous
application process. Students compete
for selection in a statewide double-round
selection process. The selected students
spend six weeks living with a host family
and taking five courses with Indiana
University instructors. They take an
honor pledge to speak only their target
language (French or Spanish) during this
time.
These four students will be studying in
France: Kaitlyn Ehinger, Ani King, Faith
Jones and Grace Richert.
These three students will be studying
in Spain: Angela Bougher, Lizzie Justice
and Joey Klinger.

Alumni News & Notes
Class of ‘63

Jim Saul, ’63 and Tom Humbrecht,
’63 were celebrity bartenders at the 07
Pub on Feb. 10. They provided good
humor for a great cause. All of their tips
and $1 per drink were donated to the St.
Mary Mother of God Soup Kitchen. They
made over $1,000.

Class of ‘76

Louise “Weezie” (Shank) Rowan,
’76, was a celebrity bartender at the 07
Pub on February 24. Weezie (and her
sister-in-law Sandi Shank) provided
entertainment while they served alcohol,
and their proceeds went to the Children’s Autism Center. Over $3,300 was
raised.

Class of ‘95

Gwendolyn
(Kintz) Niec, ’95, and
Brian Niec welcomed
the arrival of their
baby boy Chael Eivyn
on Feb. 8, 2018.

Classes of ‘06 and ‘07

Krista Swaidner, ‘07 married
Kyle Keuneke, ‘06 on June 17, 2017.
The wedding party included Allison
Jackson, ‘07, Austin Drabenstot, ‘06,
Colin Whitman, ‘06, Tony Braun, ‘06,
Corey Loubier, ‘04, and Ryan Keuneke,
‘02. Krista graduated from Ball State
and is a music teacher at Covington
Elementary. Kyle graduated from IPFW
and is a case manager at Allen County
Community Corrections.

Class of ‘15

Matt Palmer, ’15, was
recently chosen by IPFW
as a “Top 50” award
winner. Each year the university chooses 50 of their
top students who not only
excel scholastically, but
who also give back to their campus and
their community. The judging process
is strenuous, selecting the top 50 out of
500 nominees.

Class of ‘17

Class of ‘96
Heather (Spoltman)
Drebenstedt and
Molly (Klingenberger)
Rommel, both class
of ’96, were recently
honored as “Forty
under 40” recipients
by Greater Fort
Wayne Business
Weekly. Chosen by
Drebenstedt
a panel of judges
among hundreds of
nominations, winners
are 40 individuals
younger than 40 who
are making a difference
in northeast Indiana,
on the job and in the
community. Heather is
a financial planner for
Rommel
Summit Consultants,
Inc., and Molly serves
as director of marketing for Barrett
McNagny, both in Fort Wayne.

Reyna Rodriguez, ’17 and her
mom, Beth Bearman, were invited
guests during School Choice Week
at a breakfast in Indianapolis on Jan.
24. They visited with state senators,
representatives and Indiana governor
Eric Holcomb. Reyna was a keynote
student speaker at the event.

Keep us informed

If you have moved or changed any important
information, contact Melissa Hire at mhire@
bishopluers.org. If you have a story, recent marriage,
baby, promotion, graduation, or involved community
service, contact Tess Steffen at tsteffen@
bishopluers.org or call 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039.
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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education
Bishop Luers
High School

60

1958-2018
60th anniversary project:

Electronic messaging center on Paulding Road

14, 2018

Celebrating 60 Years
of Catholic Education
1958 - 2018
This anniversary
logo was designed by
Alejandra Palma, ‘18

60th Anniversary Mass
Tuesday, Aug. 28, 2018

Celebrant: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

Reunion Classes Challenge
and Day of Giving

9:45 a.m.
Bishop Luers High School gymnasium
We would like each class year to be represented by
alumni in the opening procession at this Mass.
Would you like to represent your class?
Contact Tess Steffen
at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039 or
through email at tsteffen@bishopluers.org by Aug. 1
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The 60th anniversary project is to replace the Paulding Road signage to an electronic
messaging center. The old sign has served Bishop Luers well, but it is now in need of major
repairs and it is time to update with a digital electronic sign. This will allow the school to
schedule multiple messages on the sign.

We challenge each reunion class this year to make a donation in their honor to
the sign project. They will be permanently honored on the sign’s base.
And please mark your calendars. On Tuesday, Nov. 27, the Bishop Luers High
School Office of Mission Advancement will host a Day of Giving. Funds collected,
mostly through social media outreach, will be used for purchase and setup of the
sign.
If you wish to make a donation to the sign project, please send your check to:
Bishop Luers High School
Office of Mission Advancement
333 E. Paulding Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46816
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Alumni spotlights
Fernando Tarango astounds students with powerful vocals, message
Fernando Tarango, 2001 Bishop
Luers graduate and valedictorian, was
the keynote speaker on Career Day,
held March 22. Bishop Luers students
were exposed to a multitude of career
opportunities from talented speakers
that day. The highlight, however, was
when Fernando began his keynote
address by singing “Bring Him Home”
from Les Miserables. He will play the
role of Jean Valjean in Les Miserable in
New Zealand July 26 to August 18.
Fernando followed his amazing vocal
performance with a summary of his
career path. He was raised with humble
beginnings in San Elizario, Texas,
but was discovered by the American
Boychoir School at the age of 10. He
was sent to train and tour with the
professional Boychoir in Princeton, New
Jersey, until the age of 14. He attended
Bishop Luers, and then became a
classically trained tenor, composer,
producer and songwriter. He settled
in Fort Wayne after college and when

he wasn’t traveling for work, Fernando
found time to teach at Sweetwater Music
Academy, sing at Parkview through
the Healing Arts program, direct music
for the Jesters -- a theatre program for
people with developmental disabilities
-- teach K through 8 music classes at St.
Joseph, Brooklyn and Hale, and more,
all while raising two young children with
his wife.
Fernando credits his experience at
Luers which “helped fuel the fire for
my artistic career helping me build
upon my stage work, performance and
confidence.”
When asked why it was important to
come back to Luers on Career Day, he
answered, “Because I am thankful for
the experience and opportunities that
Karlene Krouse made possible. I was
happy she asked me and glad that my
work makes her proud.”
For more information about
Fernando, go to http://fernandotarango.
com.
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John Felts, ‘04, was honored May
2 as a Knight of the Renaissance in a
ceremony at Bishop Luers High School.
Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry, John’s
wife Allie, and John’s parents Kathryn
and Judge Tom Felts attended the
ceremony.
The award honors a graduate who
excelled in performing arts and athletics
while a student at Bishop Luers High
School. John graduated in 2004. He
played football, was in show choir and
played drums.
John works as the public outreach
coordinator for the Mayor’s Office.
He is also active at Bishop Luers. He
maintains the content of the Bishop
Luers’ football social media accounts
and serves on the Bishop Luers Alumni
Board.

Central Catholic High School
Paris McFarthing, ‘03, right, discusses entrepreneurship with Dominic Easley, ‘18, left, during a
business lecture at Bishop Luers.
Wayne was behind in the trend for
breweries of similar size markets. After
much research, they wrote a business
plan in six months. They changed their
original business model to include food,
ultimately a wise decision, since Paris
revealed that the food sales create a
substantial percentage of their profit.
The partners also benefitted from the

Class of ’73 continues STEM funding
The Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) program just finished
its third year at Bishop Luers. The program is offered during the day as part of the
regular curriculum, although it continues to be an online program. This is a collegelevel, dual-credit course that has additional fees above the regular tuition. Members
of the Class of ’73 covered the cost of the fees for both first and second semester,
so that all students that wanted to take this class were able to do so. Cindy Hickok,
Bishop Luers STEM teacher and moderator, confirmed that like other dual credit
classes, the course is worth three college credits per semester.
The online nature of the class allows the students to work independently.
The students who have completed this challenging course agree that the class
provides skills that will help them succeed. Alex Steffen is a 2016 Bishop Luers
graduate and former STEM participant. He credits his success in several classes
at Purdue University, West Lafayette, to the valuable foundational knowledge of the
engineering field he gained from STEM. His major of construction management
technology and minor of building information modeling required him to take several
computer graphics technology courses and management classes. He stated that
“the concepts that I learned in the STEM class at Bishop Luers gave me a huge
advantage when I took AutoCAD and Revit, two of the most widely used graphics
programs used today in the AEC industry. The STEM program also includes project
scheduling and ‘big picture’ perspectives on your projects, which I am able to
incorporate into management of my summer co-op and current projects in classes.”

Class Reunions for 2018

Paris McFarthing, ’03, shares entrepreneurial knowledge
Bishop Luers alumnus Paris
McFarthing, ’03, is a local businessman
and entrepreneur. He is a co-founder
of Hop River Brewing Company, which
recently opened in downtown Fort
Wayne at the corner of 4th Street and
Harrison. The brewery is a part of the
riverfront development, and has become
a neighborhood anchor. Paris is also
the co-owner of Phil’s Hobby Shop. He
recently carved out time from his busy
schedule to address the senior students
in Mrs. Liane Carroll’s business class.
Paris shared the story of his journey
in business, explaining that it was his
hobbies that led to both of his business
ventures. While he was a student at
Bishop Luers, he cut lawns to earn
money. He spent so much of his money
at Phil’s Hobby Shop, that he decided to
get a job there when a position opened.
He went to college and then earned an
MBA in business. In 2011 Paris became
a partner at Phil’s Hobby Shop.
This habit of combining a hobby
and a business led to the creation
of Hop River Brewing Company. It
started when Paris had a friend call
him about starting a business. Since
he enjoyed the creativity of making
beer at home, it seemed like a natural
fit. The friends studied the local market
for the need, and discovered that Fort

John Felts honored
with Renaissance
Knight Award

decision to buy an old building, for which
they were awarded a façade grant.
Paris explained that he always
enjoyed looking at his work from the
business end, watching the progress,
setting goals and achieving the goals.
From the looks of his success stories so
far, this equation seems to be working.

CCHS Alumni Association All Alumni Reunion
When: Saturday, June 23, 2018
Where: Classic Cafe Catering and Event
Center, 4832 Hillegas Rd., Fort Wayne
Time: TBD
Call: Sylvia at 260-710-3994
or mstjaden@frontier.com or
Leanne at 260-485-0290
Class of ’73 - 45th reunion. July 14 and 15,
2018. Contact Christine (Halter) Arnold at
CentralCatholic73@gmail.com
or call 260-438-6506.

Class of ’63 - 55 years – Saturday, Sept. 15. Location to be determined. Contact
Jim Saul 755- 9694, jsaul1@hotmail.com or Tom Humbrecht 449-1701
Class of ‘68 - 50 years - Friday, Sept. 7, 2018. 6 p.m.; Pre-reunion welcome. Courtyard by Marriott
- Fort Wayne Downtown. Saturday, Sept. 8, 2018. 11 a.m., Coney Island lunch; 5 p.m., Mass; 6 p.m.,
cocktails; 7 p.m., dinner. Cost $60 per person. Check due by March 1. Join our Facebook page: BLHS
Class of 1968. Mail payments and make payable to: Caryl (Wall) Collentine (Reunion Treasurer),
305 Arcadia Ct., Fort Wayne, IN 46807. Reference BLHS Class of 1968 Reunion. A dedicated
website is available to book your hotel reservation online: https://aws.passkey.com/e/49509275.
Class of ’73 - 45 years Chris (Halter) Arnold is interested in organizing and or helping with a 45th reunion.
Cell: 260-438- 6506 Email: smilincricket55@gmail.com
Class of ‘78 - 40 years - Friday, July 20, 2018. 7:30 p.m. to midnight.
Pine Valley Country Club. Cost $30 per person. Contact Eve Colchin,
Direct: 260-481-6659, Cell: 260-710-0051
Email: eve.colchin@ipfw.edu or (personal email): emcolchin@gmail.com
Class of ’83 - 35 years – Cheryl Minnick Chalfant 317-696-5399, Sandi Bradbury 419-769-2174,
Mike Ueber and Mark Roesler. There will be an event on Facebook when details are worked out.
Class of ’88 - 30 years
Class of ‘93 - 25 years – Saturday, July 28, 6 p.m. Reunion to be held at 07 Pub, 3516 Broadway.
RSVP to Cindy Griffith at cgriffith@bishopluers.org or Cisco Ortiz at ciscoq1b@gmail.com
Class of ’98 - 20 years – Contact Ted Saul at tedsaul@gmail.com
Class of ’03 - 15 years – Date is to be determined. Please go to Facebook and search for: Luers 2003 grads
Class of ‘08 - 10 Years - Contact Katie Miller at katiem@jambrands.com
Class of ’13 – 5 years
If you would like to be a representative to organize your event, contact Tess
Steffen at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039 or tsteffen@bishopluers.org.
The Bishop Luers Media Center and Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi are available for your reunion use.
For details on using the chapel for Mass, the media center for your reunion celebration, to have a tour
of the school during your reunion weekend, or to promote your class reunion, contact Melissa Hire at
mhire@bishpluers.org or Tess Steffen at tsteffen@bishopluers.org.
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From the Office of Mission Advancement ...

Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of Bishop Luers High School,
your financial offerings
We have finished another school
that help Bishop Luers
year. We offer our congratulations to
fulfill its mission.
the Class of 2018 and have confidence
This year will present
that the Lord has great plans for our
another change. Kathy
graduates.
Skelly, the director of
The mission of Bishop Luers High
School is to prepare students for life and the Office of Mission
Advancement, has
eternity. It is exceptional teachers like
accepted another
Marilyn Fech, who bring out the best
Kathy Skelly
position. She served
of our students and nurture a love for
Bishop Luers for 13
the Church. We congratulate Marilyn in
years. We wish her the best as she
her retirement. She has spent 45 years
journeys to new opportunities offering
in Catholic education. She is a great
her gifts and talents, yet still serving the
example of the quality education offered
Church.
at Bishop Luers.
Have a grace filled summer.
For those of you who have made
Sincerely,
a financial contribution to the Annual
The Office of Mission Advancement
Fund, either online at bishopluers.org
Melissa Hire, ‘84
or through the mail at Bishop Luers
Tess Steffen, ‘79
High School, 333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort
Tim Johnson, ‘84
Wayne, IN 46816, we say thank you. It is

Distinguished Knight Nominations • 2018
Nominations are now being accepted
for the Distinguished Knight Awards. We
honor both an Outstanding Alumnus(a)
and a Honorary Alumnus(a) at the end
of the Mass at Homecoming on Sept.
14, 2017 at Bishop Luers High School.
Please download the Distinguished
Knight nomination form from the
website, bishopluers.org.

Distinguished Knight Award: Nomination 2018 form
Name of person being nominated:
Graduating Class
Address
City
Email address:
Phone number:

State

Zip Code

Honorary Alumnus Award

Outstanding Alumnus Award
Reason for the nomination:

Nominator’s Name:
Phone:
Email address

Address:

Please mail nomination to: Distinguished Knight Award Nomination,
BLHS Alumni Office, 333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46816
Deadline for nominations is Friday, Sept. 8, 2017
For more information, contact Melissa Hire at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3040
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2017-2018
Annual Fund
Donations
by Class Year
Year		

1962
1963		
1964		
1965		
1966		
1967		
1968		
1969		
1970		
1971		
1972		
1973		
1974		
1975		
1976		
1977		
1978		
1979		
1980		
1981		
1982		
1983		
1984		
1985		
1986		
1987		
1988		
1989		
1990		
1991		
1992		
1993		
1994		
1995		
1996		
1997		
1998		
1999		
2000		
2001		
2002		
2003		
2004		
2005
2006		
2008		
2009		
2010		
2012		
2013		
2015		
2016		

#

8
10
7
9
11
11
14
12
12
11
13
17
19
12
18
10
11
7
7
11
10
9
11
2
4
1
1
4
3
3
6
3
5
1
2
1
2
3
2
1
1
3
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
1
1

Knights of the Kingdom
Gardening comes
to Bishop Luers

Amount

$ 670
$1,935
$ 650
$ 975
$2,280
$1,400
$3,218
$2,525
$1,054
$4,950
$1,260
$2,137
$2,445
$2,225
$15,773
$1,915
$ 643
$2,858
$ 890
$2,820
$1,175
$2,305
$ 925
$ 150
$ 450
$1,000
$1,000
$ 750
$1,275
$ 180
$ 525
$ 350
$ 520
$ 500
$1,025
$ 50
$1,600
$ 220
$ 200
$ 25
$ 100
$ 315
$ 70
$ 150
$ 20
$ 50
$ 350
$ 175
$ 100
$ 10
$ 100
$ 25

On behalf of Bishop Luers,
Thank you!

Bishop Luers students and staff are
maintaining a small garden near the old
friary. The garden is located on the west
side of the school off of Noll Avenue.
We started a garden this spring and are
hoping to expand next fall. The garden
will be student led and the foods we
grow will be used in the cafeteria for
lunches. It is small at this time but we
hope to grow in size not only in this area
but into the courtyard to make it truly the
Garden of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Academic Super Bowl Recognition for
team successes
success in Advanced
Placement courses

Bishop Luers High School’s
Academic Super Bowl teams were
recently named in the Senior Division
Top 10 Overall Teams in Class 3-A by
the Indiana Academic Super Bowl. The
ranking was based on the cumulative
score of all six rounds at the area
competition and unrelated to the state
championship awards. Bishop Luers
is the only high school recognized in
northeast Indiana.
The Bishop Luers Academic Super
Bowl teams had a strong showing in
state competition at Purdue University
on May 5. Social studies took third.
English took fourth. The bowl team is
shown in the photo before a send-off
ceremony.

Bishop Luers
represented at Cherry
Georgi receives
Blossom Festival
Bishop Luers High School had
medallion
two finalists participating in the Haiku
competition at the Fort Wayne Cherry
Blossom Festival on Sunday, May 20.
Josefina Huerta and Michael Murphy
read their Haiku poems written in
Spanish and the English translations.
Sam Hall was the 2018 music
competition winner and also performed
at the festival.

Bishop Luers High School senior
Grace Georgi has earned a national
Silver Medal in the 2018 Scholastic Art
and Writing Awards. Grace’s work, titled
“Give In,” earned the recognition in the
short story category.
Grace has been identified by panels
of creative professionals as one of the
most talented young artists and writers
in the nation. Only the top 1 percent
were recognized at the national level.

FBLA wins Battle of the Chapters

The Bishop
Luers High School
Future Business
Leaders of America
Chapter competed
in state competition
March 9-11 in Indianapolis. The Bishop
Luers chapter took
the Battle of the
Chapters trophy,
beating Prairie
Heights in the final
round.

Bishop Luers High School has been
recognized by the Indiana Department
of Education and The College Board
for the school’s efforts to provide
students with access to and success in
Advanced Placement courses and the
exam. The school has been invited to
the Indiana Advanced Placement® (AP)
Recognition Ceremony on June 12 at
the Indiana Statehouse.
This ceremony recognizes 71
schools where at least 25 percent of
the graduating class cohort earned a
score of 3 or higher on at least one AP
exam. This year, schools that achieved
the 25 percent success rate for the 2017
graduating cohorts will be honored.

Seven student artists
and writers take
Scholastic Awards
Several Bishop Luers High School
artists and writers submitted material
to the 2018 Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards.
Bishop Luers announced the
following winners: Erin Stuczynski’s
“Beach Swirl,” a mixed media work, won
an honorable mention; Maria Guadalupe
Solis’s mixed media work “Sadness in
Stages” won a Silver Key; Faith Jones’
mixed media work, “The Life of Baloo,”
won a Silver Key; Sara Quinn’s film and
animation piece, “Insomnia,” a poem
by Elizabeth Bishop, won a Gold Key.
Quinn’s piece was created as part of a
group project with senior Camille King
for her AP Literature and Composition
class.
Winners were honored at a reception
Feb. 11, at the University of Saint
Francis Performing Arts Center. Their
winning entries were on display at the
Fort Wayne Museum of Art.
The following students have won
awards in the Scholastic Writing Competition: Madeleine Pape won honorable
mention for her poems “Letter Equality”
and “Keep Goin’”; senior Grace Georgi
won a Gold Key for her short story “Give
In.” These students will join the winning
art students at the Regional Awards
ceremony.
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Bishop Luers sports
Woenker places sixth
in wrestling

Chandler Woenker, ‘18, advanced to
state competition in wrestling Feb. 16-17
and placed sixth, the highest place in
the SAC and all Allen County schools.
Junior Caroline Rahrig finished the
tennis season, 17-1, and was regional
qualifier.
Freshman Stephen Bolen qualified
for boys’ golf regionals.

Athletic college
signings of 2018
• Cassie Birkmeier signed with Saint
Mary’s College to play soccer.
• Gabby Buday signed with the
University of Saint Francis to play tennis.
• Evan Creager signed with Goshen
College to play baseball.
• Carston Fritz signed with
University of Saint Francis to play golf.
• Megan Gilpin signed with Mount
Saint Joseph to play soccer.
• Tyreeon Hambright signed with
Indiana State University to play football.
• Peyton Howe signed with Wabash
College to play football.
• Contrez Jordan signed with the
University of Saint Francis to play
football.
• Emily McManus signed with
Aquinas College to run cross-country
and track.
• Gabi North signed with the
University of Saint Francis to play
volleyball.
• Chandler Woenker signed with
Campbellsville University for wrestling.

Mitch Gigli receives
Sertoma Award
Bishop Luers
High School senior
Mitch Gigli was
the recipient of the
Sertoma Award. The
award honors an
outstanding senior
student-athlete.
Based on the core
criteria of scholastic
achievement, athletic distinction and
demonstrated leadership, the Sertoma
Award is the same today as it has been
for over six decades.
Gigli is ranked in the Top 10 of
the Bishop Luers Class of 2018. His
scholastic awards and scholarships
include high honors, the Phillip Bail
Scholarship, Academic All-State for
wrestling, IFCA: Academic All-State
for football in 2018, Larry Wedertz
Memorial Scholarship and recognition
as a Luers Scholar Athlete for football in
2018.

Tuesday of each month.
To join via Skype, please send your
email address by noon before each
session to Tess Steffen at tsteffen@
bishopluers.org so we can add you as
a contact. No matter how far away you
are, you can participate each time we
gather.

Bishop Luers
Book Club
Always searching for your next
favorite book? A team of like- minded
book lovers at Bishop Luers would
like to help in your quest for great
reads.
The Bishop Luers Book Club
meets in the Luers Media Center
every other month, on the second

Faith
in Our
Future,
Phase II

To see the list of discussion
questions, please go to www.
bishopluers.org and click on the alumni
tab, and scroll down to “Book Club.”
The next several meeting dates are:
Aug. 14, Oct. 9, Dec. 11, Feb. 12, 2019,
April 9, 2019.
The meeting time is 7 p.m.

We need YOUR help!

We ask that you prayerfully
consider a five-year pledge to this
effort.
Make a pledge today!
bishopluerscampaign.org

Upcoming Bishop Luers
events

August
1
2
13
15
18
28

Knight of Farewell
Picture Day / Records Day
First day of school all students
Mass
Alumni Golf Outing
60th Anniversary Mass
with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
September
14
Homecoming / Corn Hole Tournament
October
4
Sophomore Grandparent
Day and Mass
13-14
Fall Play
November
1
All Saints Day Mass,
Senior class Mass & Mingle
8
Open House
11
Ladies Social
20
Thanksgiving Mass, 		
Junior class Mass & Mingle
27
Day of Giving
30
Christmas Musical
December
1-2
Christmas Musical
9
Christmas Concert
12
Mass, Freshman class Mass & Mingle
16
Middle School Art Fair
16
Lessons and Carols

Bishop Luers “Run with the Knights 10K & 5K Run/Walk
Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success!

BISHOP LUERS PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING KNIGHT
Meet other business professionals in an informal setting!
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
6 – 9 p.m.
On the patio of the Carson LLP Law Firm

Shirt sponsors:
Julie Shields ‘76, Coney Island, NorthEast Chiropractic Center,
Redeemer Radio, Steel Dynamics and Subway

301 W Jefferson Blvd., Suite 200, Fort Wayne, IN 46802

$20 -Cocktails, appetizers, door prizes and a

view of the Tin Caps baseball game included

Proceeds benefit Bishop Luers scholarships and tuition assistance

A portion of the proceeds will go to the digital sign project for Paulding Road

Reservations requested. Reserve your ticket
Call Tess Steffen, 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039, or email tsteffen@bishopluers.org or pay

online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bishop-luers-professional-networking-knight-tickets-46085659448

Thank you to our sponsors

Lead Sponsor: Carson LLP

Event Sponsors: Cyclone Social, Redeemer Radio and Bandidos

Event sponsors:
Gordon Food Services, Meijer, Trophy Center Plus,
Yeoman Service Center and Yoder Rahrig Dentistry
Save the date: 2019 Run with the Knights 10K & 5K Run/Walk
will be Saturday, May 18, 2019
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2018 Bishop Luers High School
Annual Golf Outing
Saturday, August 18, 2018

Brookwood Golf Course 10304 Bluffton Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46809

2018 Annual Golf Outing Registration- Includes green fees,
golf cart, range balls, six drink tickets and food.
Reservations: $75/person - $60/under 21
PLAYER’S NAME ____________________________________________ADDRESS______________________________
CITY ____________________________________ STATE ______________ ZIP CODE ___________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________ PHONE _____________
ALUMNI OF BISHOP LUERS? Yes_____ (Class year __________) No _____

TEAM MEMBER NAMES:
BLHS ALUMNI
1 . ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ___________________________________ Class________
2. ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ____________________________________Class________
3. ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ____________________________________Class________
Please complete the entire registration form for our records and for the team photo mailing. *If you don’t have a foursome, we are happy to pair you.*
Deadline for registration is August 15. Please mail to Bishop Luers Alumni Golf Outing - 333 E. Paulding Rd, Fort Wayne, IN, 46816

Proceeds benefit Bishop Luers scholarships and tuition assistance
To register online, go to bishopluers.org, refer to “Alumni” and scroll to “Golf Outing”. Download registration forms.
Complete and email to Tess Steffen at tsteffen@bishopluers.org To pay, go to “Donate” tab at the top right hand side of the
website. Complete the information and scroll down to “Gift/Registration Information”. In that box,
click on the drop down box where it says “Greatest Need” and scroll down to “Golf Outing Registration”.
Complete the rest of the payment information.
Call 260-456-1261, Ext. 3040 for more information

