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All About Our Principal - Mr. Long
Interviewed and Written by Tyler Zhang
Did you know that Mr. Long worked as a principal for 6 years here at Longley Way? He has a lot
of meetings with teachers, students and parents, because he is the Principal. Mr. Long’s first
meeting with the teachers in October is about goal setting. Each teacher makes a professional goal
to work on during the school year.
The next assembly in October is about Habit 2. That habit focuses on “Beginning with the end in
mind”. We all need to work on this.
The activity Mr. Long likes best at school is going to classes. He likes students and seeing what
they are working on in their classes.
Mr.Long has lots of activities planned. He is planning on an AVID
Night, Unity Day, Family Fun Night, and Red Ribbon Week. Book
fair is coming up soon too! In October he will be starting Noon
Games, and our first sport is KICK BALL!
Mr Long is excited about the tagline “Everyone matters.
Everyone has a voice. Everyone can be a leader”. In my
opinion I think he is the best and the nicest person at
school! I think that Mr. Long is a very great principal!

Pre-School News
The preschool SDC classes are gearing up for
Halloween by learning all about the color
orange. We are especially excited to learn all
about pumpkins and their life cycle! We are
also learning about shapes, with this month's
focus being on triangles, just like the shape of
candy corn! The story we are focusing on is
Five Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Gate, which
will help the students work on their counting
skills!

Our School Nurse, Mrs. Dyrek
Interviewed and Written by Regina Liu and Elizabeth Shia
At Longley Way, we have wonderful nurses, and they always try to make us feel better,
whether it’s helping out with a injury, or a sickness. Both of our nurses are kind and caring.
Mrs. Dana Dyrdek's favorite thing about this job of being a nurse is that she gets to know
students better, and that she can help them whenever anyone is sick, or not feeling well. Mrs. Dyrek
has been working for 32 years. Mrs. Dyrek said she started to want to be a nurse in high school.
Nurses have a lot to learn about like, diseases and medication to take care of their patients. These
are their responsibilities,if they did something wrong something bad could happen. That’s why their
responsibilities are really important! Before getting the job of a nurse, she worked at Dana Middle
School, and at a hospital helping to deliver the babies! She was also a pediatric nurse, working
with children who have a sickness or a disease. Mrs. Dyrek likes being a nurse and she loves to help
others.
With Mrs. Dyrek, our school will be safe, healthy and happy! Thank you Nurses!

Kindergarten
September was filled with busy days of learning school procedures and the routines of the
classroom. It has been great getting to know all of our Kindergarteners! We have started
focusing on one letter per week. So far, we have covered the letters C, O, A, G, D, E, S, I. Please
review these with your child. We have started our Literacy for All program, and your child is
grouped by reading and writing ability. This allows us to hone in on specific skills and learning
your child needs to be successful readers and writers. In Math, we practiced writing and counting
to 5. The students also thoroughly enjoy switching classrooms for Science, Social Studies, and
Music. We are focusing on the Five Senses, and our Community helpers, and learning about
beats.
October brings an exciting month filled with Colors, Leaves, Bats, Pumpkins, Ghosts, and
more! We will be continuing our focus on Alphabet letter names and sounds, as well as
beginning writing skills. For Math, we will continue counting to 30 and writing numbers to 10.
We will be using a variety of activities to reinforce counting and number skills. Please continue
to review concepts that we have been practicing at school.
Please remember to check your
child’s B.E.E folder to ensure that you
receive important papers and
information, and make sure you are
checking out Shutterfly Share Sites,
reading your emails, and checking in
on Class Dojo to stay connected to our
classes! ☺

Student Council News
The Fall 2018 Student Council has a terrific group of students.
These students have been elected as officers:
President:
Camille Soriano
Vice-President:
Hadassah Taylor
Treasurer:
Jason Wu
Secretary:
Sandhiya Somasundaram
Energy Commissioner: Ingrid Lin
Student Activities Leaders: Brittany Ha & Aidan Newton
Sergeant-at-Arms: Joseph Meng
Lion Mascot:
Nano Acker
These students have been elected as room representatives:
Room 15
Room 16
Room 17
Maddy Chiang
Vi Tran
Aubrey Leonard
Aaron Mercado
Tifanie Zhen
Gavin Ball
Alt: Luke Yang
Room 20
Isabella Ramirez
Cindy Smith
Alt: Joy
Tsogt-Erdene

Room 21
Safia Aouad
Kyle Gonzalez
Alt: Sofia Perez
Alt: Nathan Le

Room 22
Siya Lee

Mr. Long installed the Student Council officers and room
representatives on Monday, Sept. 17, at an assembly for the
fourth and fifth grade students. Students meet twice a month to
discuss activities for our school. They have made the
following plans:

All Longley Way students and staff are
encouraged to wear a college t-shirt on
Wednesdays. Mrs. Acker’s second grade class
had the highest percentage of participating
students the first two weeks of school. More than
40% of her students were wearing a college
t-shirt. For the past two weeks, Mrs. Susie Lee’s
kindergarten class has won, with more than 70%
of her students “sporting” a college t-shirt. Leo
the Lion, our school mascot, delivers the Lion
award, which dances to the tune of “Wild Thing.”

Halloween Parade
There will be a school-wide Halloween Parade
on Wed., Oct. 31 at 8:45 a.m. Mr. Long will
send out more information as the event draws
closer. The Student Council students are
planning a Halloween assembly after the parade.
Mrs. Sanders is helping the students with the
show. They are looking forward to this event.

On Wednesday, October 24 , the Student Council is sponsoring
“Unity Day.” The students are promoting the idea of “working
together” in a positive, friendly manner. This year’s theme is
”Kindness, Acceptance, and Inclusion.” Students will be saying
“thumbs up to kindness” by signing a banner and adding an
orange thumbprint … promising to promote kindness. All
students are encouraged to wear ORANGE that day. It can be an
orange t-shirt, hat, wristband, socks, or even shoelaces. Show
your support and wear ORANGE to school that day. For
additional information, check out
http://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/unit-day.asp.
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Things You Didn’t Know about Ms. Farris
Interviewed and Written by Emily Sukpanthee and Sandhiya Somasundaram
Do you need any feedback from an adult right away? Well you know that Ms. Faris is there, but don’t you
want to know just a little about her?
Ms. Faris had some reasons why she wanted to become part of this school. Ms.Faris loves the Arcadia
District, loves the staff that works at Longley Way School, and lastly she always wanted to become a counselor
for an elementary school. If you guessed that Ms. Faris LOVES to work here as a counselor, you got that right!
She also feels very LUCKY and GRATEFUL to work here as well. Ms. Faris LOVES this school as much as we
all do.
If you were wondering, Ms. Faris was, and is still is, a dance teacher ,but she was never ever a classroom
teacher. Ms. Faris would still like to be classroom teacher though. She is very hard-working and sweet.
Before coming to Longley Way, Ms. Faris worked as a group coordinator at a group home. If you are
wondering what a group home is, itś a place where kids go if they can't live with their parents.
If you ever want to give Ms. Faris a little gift with something that she will love, than you can give her
some yummy, delicious Domino’s Pizza and a nice, ice cold chocolate milkshake. Her hobby is to travel
anywhere.Traveling is also something that you can do anytime, anywhere. Do you like to travel just like Ms.
Faris?
If you like HISTORY or ENGLISH than you are in luck, because Ms. Faris loves those subjects too!
HISTORY was an all time favorite for her since she was a little kid (you might just be like her, you never know).
Also she started to like ENGLISH when she started to get a little older.
If you like ANIMALS,then you are just like Ms. Faris. Although she doesn’t have any pets, she still does
love all of the animals in the world. She might like all animals because all animals are sweet, kind, and nice just
like the real Ms. Faris that we all know.
Of course, Ms. Faris LOVES kids. She enjoys kids and gives Oreo’s to kids who come to lunch bunch. She
wants to make us all happy and that is why she is here. We love Mrs. Tran but Ms. Faris too.
Ms. Faris is one brilliant counselor. She makes us all feel right and once you start talking with Ms. Faris
you will be happy right away. We hope to have Ms. Faris with us for a long time!

Ms. Cortez, Mrs. Kasem, and Ms. Farris

First Grade
First Grade has started the year out with personality and energy! We have loved watching the transition from
Kindergarten to First Grade, where they are learning to be more responsible leaders. All first graders are working on
the 7 Habits within the Leader in Me program.
In Math, we began our school year understanding addition and subtraction. We are continually reviewing
addition and subtraction facts, as well as learning the relationship between five and ten using a ten frame. We are
just introducing addition and subtraction Facts to 12 and are excited to see the students get faster with their basic fact
recognition.
Our First graders are also exploring Science concepts through our
Mystery Science Program! We have worked on the first two mysteries,
which helped students uncover sounds and vibrations. We are moving on to
the third mystery to discover the difference between transparent and opaque
and how light plays a role.
Our English Language Arts program has brought friendship,
communities, and neighborhoods to life for our students. We are making a
connection to our Social Studies standards as well, learning about
community helpers and their important roles within the community. Also
intertwined with our Reading Program is our writing progress! We are using
various thinking maps and prompts to incorporate adjectives, sequencing,
and summarizing skills.
Last but not least, we are preparing for our future field trips and
upcoming Book Fair!

Second Grade
Second graders are off to a great start! We have observed our students being helpful, cooperative, and friendly
to each other.
In math, we began our school year reviewing addition and subtraction word problems and strategies. We are
continually reviewing addition and subtraction facts. Parents, please review math facts, money, and telling time at
home with your children. We have just introduced the concept of repeated addition (the foundation for understanding
the concept of multiplication). Our unit on place value is coming soon.
In social studies we are working on our first unit of study: The Land Around Us. Map skills and different landforms in
our country have been emphasized, and we have also learned about urban, suburban, and rural areas.
We are beginning our first science unit titled Work of Water: Erosion and Earth’s Surface. This unit helps
students develop the idea that water is a powerful force that reshapes the earth’s surface. Students see that water isn’t
just something we drink. It carries sand to create beaches, carves out canyons and valleys and, as ice, scrapes entire
areas flat.
Thank you to all the parents who have contributed $41.00 for our second grade field trips. If you have not yet
done so, we’d really appreciate having your contribution by the end of October.
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Our PTA President
Interviewed and Written by Siya Lee

Have you heard about our PTA? Our PTA creates activities for the school, like the Ice
Cream Social that we had! The PTA helps us have fun in school!
Our PTA president is Mrs. Laura Powell. It is her first year serving as President in the PTA.
It’s the President’s job to help and support other members and help parents to get to know each
other. It is also her job to help plan activities with the board members. There are 12 board
members and about 500 members in the PTA. That is a lot of people! But she still likes serving as
the president.
There is also going to be a Halloween party coming soon! There will be a lot of fun due to
the work of our PTA.
If you are interested in joining the PTA, then please do! It can help our school, you can get
to know more parents, and help the school become better than ever! Thank you!

Thank you, PTA, for supporting Longley Way with your time,
your talents, and your dedication to keeping our school great!

Click here to
see the PTA
website

Third Grade
Third grade fun facts, new ideas, and hard work! Mrs. Susan Lersey joined the third grade team for 2018-2019 school
year, and her new teammates are excited to have her in third grade. This year, third grade students are learning to switch classes
for the subjects of Social Studies, Science, and Health. Currently, students have been learning about Growth versus Fixed Mindset
and The Power of Yet in health, according to Asmi P. In addition, students are starting to use the Alt School Platform in Room
28, this is a new way to share and document lessons. Alexander K. stated , "We get to use the Alt School Platform and it is so
fun." Science is even more fun this year because students are now learning from the Next Generation Science Standards starting
with experiments and lessons on the concepts of force and motion. Social Studies projects have started with learning about
common land forms found in the U.S. and now moving into geography using maps. Another new fact for third grade, is students
are now using daily agendas for homework, and communication to help them build stronger organization skills. Students in third
grade are learning about the perseverance, determination, and hard work necessary to be successful learners.

Third graders are always learning - in the library, on the field, and
in the classroom.

Fourth Grade
We are off to a great start in 4th grade! Students have been learning
how to cite textual evidence to support their answers and use context clues to
determine the meaning of unknown words. In writing, students have been
imagining and creating a narrative in which they have superpowers for a day!
Students are enjoying practicing elaboration and plot. We have finished our
geometry unit and are starting base ten and place value. In science, students
have been exploring how different objects store energy. They even got to make
and race their own rubber band cars! For the technology rotation, students have
been learning about digital citizenship, ways to troubleshoot problems, and
how to identify credible websites. In social studies, students have learned about
the four regions of CA and the Native Americans who lived here before the

Mrs. Swanson, Our Librarian
Interviewed and Written by Morgan Montgomery
Mrs.Swanson is our lovely librarian. Mrs.swanson has been working at Longley Way for 15
years! She spends her time organizing books just for you. You must think that she would be really
tired after all that hard work, and she does it for some time. There are about 500 kids in Longley way
and she has to keep track of every book a kid has checked out and must return. Luckily, the computer
library system is amazing in this school, so lucky us!

A Visit to the Assembly Team
Interviewed and Written by Julie Salcido and Cindy Smith
I, Julie Salcido, sat down with Cindy Smith, a member of the Assembly Team, and asked her some question about
what the Assembly Team does. Here is our conversation:
Julie: What is it like being on the assembly team?
Cindy: There are a lot of responsibilities like speaking in front of a crowd, if you are doing a video to remember to turn
it in on time, and trying not be late to our morning meeting. We have a lot of fun. We also have a job and we have to
treat that job fairly.
Julie: Can you give me some information on our next assembly?
Cindy: It’s going to be about habit #2 - Begin with the end in mind.
Julie: Do you think our next assembly is going to be fun?
Cindy: Yes the assembly will be fun, and if it is not, the assembly team will make it fun!!
Julie: Can you tell us about what goes on behind the scenes?
Cindy: We work to make roles to encourage others to be confident and be risk takers.

Birthday Balooza!
At Longley Way there is a team that has been making
birthday cards for 2 years, they are called the Birthday Team. They
work hard on birthday cards for upcoming birthdays for kids that
are in preschool, all the way to fifth grade. The birthday team
meets every Monday at lunch in the multi-purpose room at 12:30
PM until the bell rings. These kids do this to bring more joy when
every kid has his or her birthday. The head of the birthday team is
Mr. Long. Ms. Lee also helps out a lot by coming up with ideas,
concepts and ideas! If you are interested in joining, please come to
the MPR at 12:30 to sign up!

Fi th Graders
Julie, Regina, Emily, and
Sandhiya bring you our 5th
grade news. Click play to see
what we are learning about!

Q & A With Mr. Harvey
Interviewed and Written by Michelle Wong

Meet Longley Way’s favorite ELD teacher! Mr. Harvey has been teaching here at Longley
Way for 23 years. He enjoys working with kids and helping them learn their strengths and
weaknesses in English. Whatever their weakness is, he helps them get better at it. His favorite
hobbies are hiking with his wife and dogs and doing mountain bike racing. He says that when kids
first start out, they improve very quickly. Mr. Harvey’s method of teaching involves writing in
journals, practicing with flashcards, and listening. He enjoys what he is doing and we all appreciate
what he does too.

The Life of an Office Manager
Interviewed and Written by Matthew Wang and Zackary Zhou

Hi, it’s Matthew and Zackary the reporters, today we are going to tell you about our interview
with the office managers, Lisa Warner and Jennifer Kissel.
We asked them what their hobbies were and Ms. Kissel said that she really likes to hiking
with her husband, go to and watch new movies, make jewelry (especially bracelets), trying new
vegan restaurants, and bike at the beach. Mrs. Warner said that she loves to cook, go to the beach,
and to especially grow herbs in her garden.
Next we asked Mrs. Warner what her favorite colors were and she said that she likes the color
green because when she was little she preferred to play with the green character in Monopoly the
most. Ms. Kissel loves magenta because it is a vibrant and happy color.
In her spare time, Mrs. Warner likes going out and have a special dinner with her family. In
Ms. Kissel’s spare time she visits her mom in Orange County, spends time with her friends and
family, goes out to the movies, and goes to Disneyland.
What Ms. Kissel most loves about her job is that she has a nice boss and co-workers. She also
likes the students and parents that come to the office. Mrs. Warner likes the students, and that she
can work a happy office.
Ms. Kissel has been an office manager for 16 years, but has been an office manager at
Longley Way for almost 1 year. Ms. Warner says that she has worked in the office for 6 years in
Longley Way.
The most adventurous thing Ms. Kissel has done is ziplining. Mrs. Warner said the most
adventurous thing she has ever done in bicycling down Maui in Hawaii.
Ms. Warner has no pets. Ms. Kissel has no animal pets but she names her plants. Some of
their names are named Jonathan, Suzanne, and Timothy.
Our final question we asked the office managers is that If you could get one item of your
choice, what would it be? Ms. Warner said she would want a RV.
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Pumpkin Decorating Contest
The Student Council is sponsoring the Annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest. Everyone is encouraged
to participate. Share your artistic talents with our school.

Guidelines for the contest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

You may decorate your pumpkin any way you want.
Your pumpkin can be any size, shape, or color.
You can work with a partner to create your pumpkin.
The pumpkin needs to be completed and turned in on Monday, October 29, at 8:15 a.m. in the
MultiPurpose Room.
Make sure you write your first and last name plus your room number on the entry form. It will
be available in the MultiPurpose Room on Mon., Oct. 29, before school.
The Student Council officers will judge all of the pumpkins and determine winners in various
categories.
All pumpkins will be on display in the MultiPurpose Room until Wed., Oct. 31.
Students can pick up their pumpkins after school on Wed., Oct. 31.
Be creative, have fun, and use your imagination!

Red Ribbon Week Activities
The Student Council and our Longley Way PTA are sponsoring Red Ribbon Week, from Monday, Oct. 22 to Friday,
Oct. 26. All students are encouraged to take a firm stand against drugs. The Student Council has decided on a theme for
each day of the week. Students can dress up! Everyone should participate. Here are the ideas for each day’s theme:
Monday, Oct. 22
Tuesday, Oct. 23
Wednesday, Oct. 24
Thursday, Oct. 25
Friday, Oct. 26

Put a Cap on Drugs
(Wear your favorite hat)
United We Stand for a Drug Free Land
(Wear Patriotic Colors)
National Unity Day
(Wear Orange)
Team Up Against Drugs
(Wear Team Jerseys)
Drugs Make Me See RED
(Wear as much RED as you can)

The Student Council will be selling red ribbons (25￠), pencils (25￠), bookmarks (25￠), and buttons (50￠) before
school in the MultiPurpose Room and during lunch by the lunch benches. Come by and support our cause.
Let’s all join in and say, “Let’s live in a drug-free land. Enjoy our lives.”

