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Dear Parents,
The month of October is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily due to
the fact that the liturgical feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is annually celebrated on October 7. The feast day was instituted to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for
the protection that she gives the church on behalf of the faithful who pray the Rosary. I
would encourage you to dedicate time in the month of October to praying the rosary
with your children. It is through these moments that we model our Catholic faith and
prioritize what is truly important in the busyness of our daily schedules.
One of our strategic goals for Holy Family is to provide more opportunities for dialogue
between administration and school stakeholders. During the strategic planning informational night held in September, it was suggested that I offer a “Coffee with the Principal”. Since I believe this is a great idea, our first official coffee gathering will take place
on Wednesday, October 24th at 9:00am in the MPR at North Campus. At this gathering we can discuss the many initiatives that are underway at our school, as well as allow parents an opportunity for questions and answers. Please sign-up on the link below
if you plan to attend so that we can plan accordingly.
Coffee with the Principal
This week you will receive information about our Fall Appeal in the mail. The Fall Appeal is our most important fundraiser, in that it offers our parents a tax-deductible
method for supporting the annual operations of our school. A financial goal of our
school is to offer parents a tax-deductible method for supporting Catholic education,
thus allowing us to minimize tuition increases, but still continue to offer an outstanding
faith-filled program. Thanks to your generosity through the school advancement fundraising efforts, we are able to offset tuition by $275 per student this year.
The Fall Appeal was introduced to our supporting parishes this past weekend, allowing
us to expand our reach to over 10,0000 families in our Catholic communities. We are
grateful to our supporting parishes for providing us with pastoral leadership, sacramental preparation, and financial assistance. I am proud of the partnership that is shared
with our parishes who work with us in the formation of our children.
I encourage you to prayerfully consider a donation of any amount to our Fall Appeal.
The success of this appeal will directly impact the budget planning for the next school
year.
A special thank you to all of the families who presented at the Masses this past weekend, as well as those who were at the information tables. It was a great weekend to
celebrate Catholic education and be proud of our children from Holy Family Regional
School.
May our good and generous Lord continue to bless you and your family. Take time to
thank God for all of the blessings of the season, and thank Him for the beauty and innocence of our children. You and your family are continually in my prayers.

Mr. Jon Myers
Principal

Student Leadership
Congratulations to our newest National Junior Honor Society Members who were inducted On September 26. We inducted 49 members, making our NJHS Chapter 93 members strong. To be eligible for
membership consideration, students must have a cumulative grade point average of 3.75 or higher. Additionally, candidates must meet high standards of service, leadership, citizenship, and character. As
members of NJHS, these students will now engage in a number of individual and chapter service projects, such as Angel’s Place, Children’s Hospital, Gianna House and many others. NJHS is the nation’s
oldest and best-known student recognition program for middle school level students and was founded
in 1929 by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. We are very proud of our students!
Amerson, Zachariah
Avripas, Ava
Bialy, Madelyn
Brown, Sophia
Ciesla, Emma
DiLegge, Annalisa
Fernandez, Gabrielle
Fitzpatrick, Connor
Fitzpatrick, Maura
Fitzpatrick, Megan
Flanigan, Felicity
Gaiownik, Jillian
Ghafari, Sarah
Gurne, Julia
Guzman Gomez, Hector
Haynes, Sam
Honingford, Emilia

Issa, Chanel
Jamerino, Isabella
Kaczmarek, Hannah
Kas-Mikha, Martino
Kenny, Michael
Kerr, Adam
Klobucar, Gabriella
Kopera, Lauren
Koski, Lauren
Koski, Mark
Lanfear, Christian
Lanzi, Kathryn
Larocca, John
Lentini, Evalina
Liparoto, Joseph
Lopez, Ana
Maisano, Joseph

Malott, Alyssa
McGlynn, Connor
Mentier, Malana
Mina, Anthony
Pauwels, Sophia
Peters, Ellie
Peters, Michael J.
Robinson, Becker
Salman, Jayden
Schmitz, Claire
Seip, Charles
Stachowiak, Stella
Emily Szalach
Wagner, Matthew
Yaldo, Melania

Unleashing the Gospel
On November 3 & 4, be a witness to God's work in Detroit
The Archdiocese of Detroit is looking for 550 volunteers to help ignite a movement by making a
short presentation at Mass in every parish in the archdiocese.
Why you? Because as Spirit-filled leaders of your parish and school, you are uniquely qualified
to transform your parish and your community. Because God needs people like you, willing to
say yes, to start this movement to Unleash the Gospel in Southeast Michigan. Learn more or
sign up below.

Sign Up Here

A School of Service
Ten years ago a grandfather of a student at Holy Family approached the administration with an idea. He
wanted to encourage and support acts of kindness performed by children throughout the day so he
made a donation to the school to be used to acknowledge these children. It was decided that the staff
would write up children as they witnessed these numerous acts. These acknowledgements are submitted and monthly drawings are held. The children then select a charity to which a donation is made in
their name. By celebrating these children’s acts of kindness during morning announcements and a photo posted on the Random Acts of Kindness Wall, HFRS hopes to empower these children to continue
with this ministry. The school had maintained the program beyond the grandfather’s initial donation
and just two years ago he blessed our school with another donation to continue his vision. Many of the
charities chosen take the time to send a personal acknowledgement to the students in appreciation for
their act. We believe kindness is contagious at Holy Family! Congratulations to all of the children selected this month.
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Andrew Flesher

Capuchin Soup Kitchen
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Claire Sitto

Mary’s Mantle
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Jozef Kolkaj

Michigan Humane Society
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Bishoy Fanous

Water for the People
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Emma Dixon

Neighborhood House
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Quinn Zezula

Leader Dogs for the Blind
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Sarah Collins

Michigan Humane Society
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James Raffin

Michigan Humane Society
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Breena Kas-Mikha

Grace Centers of Hope
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Ted Jones

Leader Dogs for the Blind

Fifth Grade Camp Prayer Service

Caring for Each Other
Protecting God’s Children All volunteers at our school must attend a Protecting
God’s Children (PGC) workshop. This workshop has become required for all
volunteers in all Catholic schools and parishes through our diocese and across the
country. It is a response from the United States Conference of Bishops (USCCB)
on the Clergy abuse. The program was not written by our diocese it is a national
program. It allows you to gain insight to protect your children as well as yourself.
The USCCB’s Safe Environments program includes Called to Serve workshop for all
High School teens who volunteer at a Catholic school or church and Circle of
Grace is for all children in parish Religious Education programs and Catholic
Schools.
If you need help finding a PGC workshop, please visit www.virtus.org and click on
First Time Registrant to see a listing of nearby workshops. We held our annual
training in early September and had over one hundred attendees. All parishes will
host a workshop as well.
Sacraments If your child is around the age of six or seven, you should be checking
into the First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion preparation program at
your home parish. If you have a seventh grader you should be checking into the
preparation and requirements for Confirmation for your child. Parishes vary in
their programs. The ages for these sacraments are common, but if you feel your
child is showing a desire and signs that he/she may be ready to celebrate earlier
(or later in some case) feel free to discuss this with the Director of Faith
Formation at your church.
Response to Clergy Abuse Take time to inform yourself on what our Archbishop
Vigernon and Pope Francis is saying about what has been happening in our church
https://protect.aod.org/responses#soundcloud
Archbishop Vigneron encourages anyone who has been abused to contact civil
authorities. Individuals may also call the Archdiocese’s Victim Assistance Line at
(866) 343-8055 or visit protect.aod.org.
Mass for Commerce http://www.aod.org/Being-Catholic/Ways-to-Give/Mass-forCommerce/ The Mass for Commerce is an opportunity for the Catholic business

community to spread the hope and joy that comes from knowing Jesus Christ in
the sharing of the Eucharist.
Participants in the Mass for Commerce seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
their Catholic faith in their personal and commercial dealings. This is not just for
business owners and executives, but for anyone who is in the workplace and
affected by the economy. Following the celebration of the Mass, we gather for
breakfast at the Seminary for fellowship as well as networking. This is an
opportunity to take time out of your busy work week to celebrate our faith and
share our fellowship. In good times and in difficult times, the constant for the
Catholic business community is the teachings of the Gospel.
As a Catholic involved in business, please bring several of your colleagues and
business associates to pray for your business, the Southeast Michigan business
community, and the general economy. REGISTER

Other News from our Archdiocese
Forming Knowledge for the Election
http://www.micatholic.org/advocacy/election-2018/
9 Conference de Mujeres Hispanas https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9aconferencia-de-mujeres-hispanas-tickets-49342854807
There is Hope for Your Marriage http://www.aod.org/Being-Catholic/Marriageand-Family/Marriage-Support/Marriage-Coaching/

Domestic Church and Family Covenant
According to Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic Constitution of the Church promulgated at the
Second Vatican Council by Pope Paul VI in 1964, the family is the Domestic Church. This means
that parents are the first ones to teach their child about God. It is within the family that the
child is formed first in the faith through prayer, sacred scripture, service and celebrating the
sacraments.
Your child should learn how to pray and how to worship God from you. They should hear
sacred scripture read in your home. They should be able to look around your home and see
items that speak of your faith.
Through you, your child will learn how to care, and how to love. They will learn to be kind to
others. They will learn how to respond and react, appropriately, to others, by watching you.
We, at Holy Family, are excited to partner with you, and your home parish, in the faith
formation of your child(ren).
Our faculty and staff have been hired to this great school because of their expertise in their
field of teaching, and service, but also because of their active faith. They are expected to
worship regularly and to bring their faith into everything they do at Holy Family. This is not
just our expectation but our obligation through baptism, to live out our faith.
As you have expectations of us, we also have expectations of you. You most likely chose this
school because of its high standards, excellent academics, it’s family appeal and the religious
and spiritual environment. Being true to the church, we will build on what you do at home.
We, in turn, will ask you to integrate what your child is learning in school into what you are
teaching them at home, so it truly becomes part of their lives.
Imagine the Domestic Church of Jesus. He was born into the loving family of Mary and Joseph
who taught him to pray and taught him how to observe and keep the Sabbath holy. He
journeyed with them to Jerusalem for the Passover. He saw them pray, he saw them worship,
he saw their humble lives devoted to God and he learned from them.
St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “The best and surest way to learn the love of Jesus is through the
family.”
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) tell us, “The Christian home is the place where
children receive the first proclamation of the faith. For this reason, the family home is rightly
called ‘the Domestic Church,’ a community of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and
of Christian charity” (No. 1666).
“It is here that the father of the family, the mother, children, and all members of the family
exercise the priesthood of the baptized in a privileged way ‘by the reception of the

sacraments, prayer and thanksgiving, the witness of a holy life, and self-denial and active
charity.’ Thus, the home is the first school of Christian life and ‘a school for human
enrichment.’ Here one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, generous — even
repeated — forgiveness, and above all divine worship in prayer and the offering of one’s life”
(CCC 1657).
Please talk to your children about when you will pray together. Decide what Mass your family
will attend on weekends. Talk together about what service you will do for one another, what
service you will offer your church, your community and the world.
Discuss and plan how your family will practice peace and spread it?
Below are a few things you might consider promising one another as a Family Contract or
Covenant. Share this with your family and sign together your promise to learn together,
worship together and spread God’s Word, Love and Peace to others.
• We promise to pray at least one time together each day
o Our prayer will include petitions for others and ourselves, and thanksgiving for the
blessings of the day (name them)
• We promise to read scripture together and talk about it at least once a week
o Looking ahead to the upcoming Sunday Readings is idea to prepare for the
weekend Mass
• We promise to attend and participate in the (name day and time)
weekend Mass
o We promise to contact our home parish regarding sacramental prep for our
children in First Reconciliation and Eucharist (typically fall of 2nd grade), as well as
Confirmation (typically fall of 7th grade)
• We promise to practice peace each day
o We will be kind and patient with others
o We will listen first, respond later
▪ We will get the full story and try to understand the big picture
• We will then form our response
▪ We will remember that every move we make, every word we speak, every
facial expression we make and the tone of our voice, should imitate Jesus.
We promise to recognize our family as the Domestic Church and strive to meet the above goals
(and try to exceed them). Extend this to more paper for additional family members.
________________________and______________________________Date_____________
________________________and______________________________Date_____________
________________________and______________________________Date_____________
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REFLECTIONS

MISSIONARY
DISCIPLESHIP
Rev. Robert J. Hater, Ph.D.

The New Evangelization: A Personal,
Family, and Professional Response
God is first manifested in the family and evangelization is rooted here.
When children see the deep love of parents, they receive a glimpse
of God’s love. In Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis reminds us that we first
experience evangelization in the love and joy of family living. As he
says, “Love opens our eyes and enables us to see, beyond all else, the
great worth of a human being” (Amoris Laetitia 128).
Since the family plays a vital role in developing a “culture of faith,” where
the love of God pulsates, evangelists place high priority on family life.
This reflection begins with the family, which is in the forefront of all
evangelizing efforts. Next, we focus on listening, which Pope Francis
says is key to effective evangelization. Finally, we consider our attitude
and how it influences our proclamation of God’s Word.

FAMILY
In reflecting on family life, we remember Saint John Paul II’s words,
“The Christian family,… makes up a natural and fundamental school for
formation in the faith: …” (Christifideles Laici 62). Evangelization starts
here. We are encouraged to apply these words to our families. When
we recognize God’s presence in our homes, it’s easier to show others
how the new evangelization connects with the family.

Evangelization: Missionary Discipleship, Rev. Robert J. Hater, Ph.D.
Copyright © 2018 RCL Benziger

LISTENING
Pope Francis urges Catholic evangelists to create a culture of encounter
and dialogue. He says, “Dialogue is essential for experiencing, expressing
and fostering love in marriage and family life” (Amoris Laetitia 136). For
him, to encounter means to enter a personal relationship, centered on
Jesus. For this to happen, listening to the personal needs of others is
vital. To focus on the interpersonal, we are invited to ask ourselves if we
are good listeners. Often, it is easy to fall into a rut and fail to hear what
a child, spouse, or friend is telling us. This applies to listening beyond
the spoken words to the joys and sorrows that others manifest. When
we listen, the Word of God can more easily flow in the conversation.

NEW ATTITUDE
When evangelizing, a positive faith-filled attitude is essential. As
missionary disciples focused on proclaiming the Good News, we can
regard our personal, home, and professional dealings as opportunities
to reflect a hopeful attitude consistent with the new evangelization.
This attitude starts with an enthusiastic desire to be a disciple of the
new evangelization. This means working from a faith perspective while
going about our daily tasks, whatever they may be, and inviting others
to see that Jesus is at the heart of the new evangelization. As we do
so, we remember Jesus’ words in John’s Gospel, “Whoever remains in
me and I in him will bear much fruit, … ” (John 15:5).

QUESTION
What aspect of this reflection
speaks to you in your personal life,
family, or professional work?
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Thank you to those who came to the PTG Mixer
at Bar Louie it was nice seeing new and familiar
faces.

Amazon Smile
Trunk or Treat

UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS
•

10/19 Trunk or Treat 5:30
SC

2017-2018 PTG Executive Board
Tara Haener, Co-President
Erin Malick, Co-President
Jessica Cossette, Vice President Jaclyn Swanson, Treasurer
Renee Smith, Secretary
"In this life we cannot do great things. We
can only do small things with great love"
Mother Teresa

Other news…
SCRIP Dates
10/22 Scrip orders due
10/25 Scrip orders distributed

PTG Website

Subscribe to the PTG web page
for the most current information and calendar.

http://www.holyfam.org/apps/pages/PTG
Also check for upcoming VIP signups for PTG and other school events!
Notices for event publications or for FOFTY items should be sent to Renee
Smith, Secretary at smithr2679@gmail.com. 1-2 day advance notice.
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