IMPACT

Fairfield High School football player JuTahn McClain, a standout on the field and in the classroom.

How a great player and
a great football team
can inspire a school
and a community

TRIBAL TRIBUNE STORIES, PHOTOS, AND NOTES COMPILED BY MR. BRAAM’S JOURNALISM CLASS
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airfield High School has developed its
own football celebrity … and the
team, the school, the district – and
even the community of Fairfield – seems
better off for it.
JuTahn (juh-TAWN) McClain, who
as a junior already has 12 Division I college
scholarship offers, is breaking many longstanding school records and leads the
Greater Miami Conference and the city in
many offensive categories. As he does so, he
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is drawing much-needed attention to the
Fairfield community.
“Watching JuTahn really is
inspirational,” notes Balena Shorter, a longtime Fairfield Board of Education member
and herself the mother of two Fairfield
students. “I have watched JuTahn at a
football game and watched the crowd’s
reaction every time he scores a touchdown.
“It inspires others and it inspires the
community. His exceptionalism and what he
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JuTahn McClain is lifted high overhead by a teammate as they celebrate a touchdown in the
rainy regular-season closer against Mason.
brings to our football team is very much
more, his 167.6 yards rushing per game 32.9
important. Having recruiters and the media
more, his 1,676 rushing yards 429 more, and
at the school gives all of us the opportunity
2,214 all-purpose yards are 673 more. In
to shine here in Fairfield.”
addition, McClain leads the city in scoring,
In every game,
touchdowns, and
McClain proves
longest rush, an
himself to be a highly
astounding 99-yard
valuable and visible
run (Note to those
player. In the very first
fans with playoff
game of the season, the
stars in their eyes:
5-foot-9 running back
Friday’s first-round
collected seven
match at Milford will
touchdowns against
feature a matchup
Springfield team,
between McClain
which set a new record
and the city’s No. 2
for the school. Since
scorer, Eagle
then, he scored 24
Cameron Kells).
more for a total of 31 – Another McClain TD run, where he left his
McClain is
another school record. competition far behind him.
ranked as the No. 5
McClain is crushing the
recruiting prospect in
GMC stats competition, leading the league
the nation for All-Purpose Back for 2020,
with 186 points – 66 points more than his
according to 247Sports.com composite
nearest competition. His 31 TDs are 11
rankings, while he is the No. 10 overall
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JuTahn McClain hustles touchdown-bound past a horde of Lakota West players.
prospect in Ohio. Some of the big-name
schools clamoring for his talents include
Ohio State, Penn State, Cincinnati,
Kentucky, Louisville, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Pittsburgh, Purdue, Rutgers and
West Virginia. Recruiting websites and both
local and national media sing his praises.
Colleges make regular visits to the game and
the school.
With all of the accolades, one might
think that McClain could get full of himself,
a Big Man on Campus with an equally Big
Head.
Nope. McClain says he tries to not
pay attention to the limelight, and, in fact,
has to work hard to get used to it, and the
requests for interviews.
“The things I have now I wouldn’t
have without the team and my team pushing
me,” says McClain, who recently spent 45
minutes being interviewed by his peers in
the Fairfield Journalism class taught by
English teacher Mark Braam. “Having
scouts at our games (to seem me) helps
scouts look at other players on our team.
“I try to ignore the spotlight. I want
everyone to be there up with me. I want
Tribal Tribune

Playoff Game: If You Go
 Who: Fairfield at Milford
 Gametime: 7 p.m., Friday,
Nov. 5
 Address: Milford HS,
1 Eagles Way, Milford
 Tickets: $8 presale, $9 at the
gate
 Ticket Presale Location: FHS
bookkeeper’s office during
school hours, Wed.-Fri., until
3 p.m. gameday
* NOTE: Fairfield receives a
percentage of the gate only
from presale tickets
everyone to be successful, that’s the type of
person I am.”
He sees himself in the role of his
predecessors: “Let’s bring the attention back
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to Fairfield …
give scouting
chances to the
others like they
did for me, like
Jackson Carman
(freshman
offensive lineman
at Clemson),
Malik Vann
(freshman
defensive end at
UC), and Erik All
(FHS senior wide
receiver headed to Michigan).”
Does he think of himself as a star?
Not exactly, says McClain: “I just want to
leave big shoes to be filled, so I can know
we can still win big games (after he
leaves).”
That kind of attitude is noted by
those around him.
“As a person, he’s a humble man
who has a good heart,” says Fairfield’s head
trainer, Diana Ivkovich. “He doesn’t look at
himself as better than anyone else. Lead by
example, and show by example … a
phenomenal young man.”
Assistant football coach and social
studies teacher Michael Chacksfield agrees.
“Not only is he a great athlete, but he’s a
great person as a whole; he’s a great leader.
“Leaders don't just talk a big game”
Chacksfield has noticed the
connection between McClain’s success and
success elsewhere: “People are more
excited; it’s him doing well and a lot of
other people are doing well on the team.
With his notoriety, more people pay
attention to Fairfield football and Fairfield
as a whole.”
Says Ivkovich about the notoriety,
“Put it this way: I will have people ask me
about him – ‘Is he that good?’ – and they’re
not ones that typically come to the games.
(But because of McClain’s success and the
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More about JuTahn
 Full Name: Robert JuTahn
McClain
 Inspiration: New York Giant
Saquon Barkley (because of
“his work ethic” and because
of “his work with children’s
organizations”)
 Uniform: #9
 Position: Running Back
 Birthday: February 2002
 Age: 16
 Weight: 180
 Height: 5-foot-9
 Hobbies: Track, hanging out
with friends, watching movies
 Education: Current classes
include AP Government, PreAP English, American Sign
Language, and Contemporary
Cuisine
 Goals: Leave big shoes to fill
at FHS, a degree in mechanical
engineering, join the NFL

success of his teammates), the community
has had him (and the school) brought to their
attention.”
McClain sees the support coming
now from the community with the team’s
success. “Fairfield has had a big impact on
me, from the little kids to the adults. People
recognize me (in public) and tell me to have
a good game, and high-five me. Little kids
cheer me on.”
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JuTahn McClain and Fairfield head coach Jason Krause confer on the sidelines of the Mason-Fairfield
game. McClain says their relationship off the field is also close.

Because of that extra attention,
McClain tries extra hard to be a good
example, on and off the field. “I try to be a
positive role model for younger players by
making good decisions” His advice to
incoming freshmen? “Work hard, don’t skip
reps, focus on academics – school comes
first – and be obedient and smart.”
How does McClain balance football
and schoolwork? As he explains, “Any extra
time I get is for school, because you can
easily fall behind.”
That’s fairly sage advice from a 16year-old. McClain says he gets a lot of that
common sense advice from his family. “I
have a really good support system. My mom
and grandparents never miss a game and I
have a lot of siblings.”
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One major additional support
McClain has is in his relationship with
Fairfield head coach Jason Krause. “Coach
Krause is like another dad to me, really.
When my sister died, he was the first person
I ran to.”
Krause sees big things for McClain.
“I hope he goes to college and makes an
impact … gets his degree and then who
knows where that takes him from there.
“I wish him the best.”
As does everyone else involved in
the McClain experience and the aura of
success that he and Coach Krause’s football
squad team has created.
“It’s a Win-Win for everybody,” said
board member Shorter. “Do the best you
can, inspire others … then you and the
whole school get to shine.” – 30 –
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Jutahn McClain: The path to today
 Growing up, JuTahn watched his older cousin Jalen Jelks, who now plays for the Pac 12’s
Oregon Ducks as a defensive lineman. His reverence for his cousin is easily seen when
talks about him: “I used to watch my older cousin play football and it rubbed off on me.”
This sparked an interest in the sport and he would watch football every weekend with his
family.
 JuTahn says he has played football since he was 4 years old, and started his organized
football career at Winton Woods from 3rd-9th grade.
 The Winton Woods Rams won the Super Bowl in his 6th-grade year, inspiring him to have
a career in football.
 During his freshman year, JuTahn suffered a broken collarbone, which required him to
have surgery and a metal plate put in.
 JuTahn started going to Fairfield in the middle of his freshman year because his mother
felt that he had a better opportunity in Fairfield. He says that Coach Krause and his staff
base playing time on skill.
 He began playing football with Fairfield during his sophomore year. In nine games, he
rushed for 705 yards and caught 13 passes for 201 yards – including an 81-yard run –
while scoring nine touchdowns.
 Playing for Fairfield is much more competitive to him than it was when he played for
Winton Woods.
 Between his sophomore and junior season, JuTahn believes that he has experienced vast
improvement thanks to his team
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They said it
Below are additional comments
made by and about JutTahn
McClain and the Fairfield football
team:

JuTahn McClain
On Game Prep: “When I’m mad,
I play better … it pushes me. So
before a game, I try to think of
something that will make me mad.”
“I pray before every game, plus I
listen to music, things like NBA
Youngboy and G Herbo.”
On Senior Year: “I expect us to get bigger, stronger, faster; there are a lot of young cats coming
in.”
On College: “Every Saturday and Sunday I watch football. I particularly watch the teams that
have made me offers and also I take notes for improvements I can make.”
On the Pros: “If I go to the NFL, I would like to play for the Steelers.”
On Senior Wide Receiver and Fellow Team Leader Erik All: “He is real humble, likes to
have fun and chill with you, have cookouts with family … really, he is a big brother to me.”

Mike Massie (English teacher/game announcer)
On the Importance of a Good Football Team: “A good football team
creates unity and excitement on Friday nights. There have been seasons
where people will come just for the halftime show, and, when the football
team is good, the band gets an audience that they normally they wouldn't
have. School spirit improves when the football team is good and that carries
over to other sports as well, because people start to show up to soccer
matches and basketball games and wrestling matches, too.”

Bill Rice (FHS principal)
On his hopes for JuTahn in the future: “Just that he continues to work
hard, make his family proud, and make us proud.”
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Sophia Hathaway (Junior)
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Zoie Lambert
Leah Musselman
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Mark Braam

To Contact Us
Have a story idea? Contact us at FHSJournalismBraam@fairfieldcityschools.com
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