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Wiregrass is honored to work with the Valdosta City
School System to provide seamless educational
opportunities. Working together we are able to
provide access to expanded career and technical
education programs as well as degree level core
courses, support for student scholarships, and
greater unity with business and industry through
partnered events.

Valdosta High School Students—

to earn college credits!

Join your classmates and find out about
taking college courses while in high school.
There is no cost to you for MOWR academic core or occupational
courses taken in high school. Most core classes transfer to the
University System and Technical College System of Georgia,
depending on your major. Talk to your high school counselor
or a Wiregrass High School Coordinator today!
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VHS students:
Barbering
Construction
Cosmetology
Dental Assisting
Game Development
Mechatronics
University
Transferrable
Core Classes
Welding
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4089 Val Tech Road • Valdosta, Georgia 31602

229-333-2100
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Imagine the Possibilities: EDITOR'S LETTER

U

nless someone has put together a project as large as this magazine, Imagine the Possibilities, I do not think they would understand the blood, sweat and tears it takes to produce.
This fourth annual edition of the magazine is the one that I am most proud of. Our very
first magazine cover had students and Valdosta Board of Education members standing next to the
sign boasting the land purchase for the new Valdosta High School. The following year we were so
excited to share the architect’s rendering of the main building. And now, we have officially dedicated this magnificent campus and plan to open the doors for students in August 2018.
While the former VHS was home to many legacies, we cannot wait to see what the future holds
for the students and staff of this state of the art school and each of the other schools in Valdosta
City Schools.
We hope you enjoy this award-winning magazine. It is our pleasure to present the great news
showcasing all of the good happening in Valdosta City Schools.

2310 N. Patterson St., Bldg. G • Valdosta, GA 31602
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GMC-Valdosta is The Right Choice For You
Accelerated quarters so students can complete
their Associate degree fast.
All courses online and on-campus.
Free tutoring, textbook rental, and low fees.

All Courses are University Transferable and Our Graduates have
Guaranteed Admissions into Valdosta State University and Many
Other Colleges in Georgia and Online.
Let us help you with the application process.
We have admissions, financial aid, and
academic advisors on campus.
WAIVE THE $35.00 APPLICATION FEE WITH PROMO CODE:

GMCVALDOSTA
GMC VALDOSTA CAMPUS
ADMISSIONS: 229-375-5650
VAL_ADMISSIONS@GMC.EDU
WWW.GMC.EDU/APPLY
4201 N. Forrest Street : Valdosta, GA
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atCOST.
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toEligible
All Eligible
High
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at NO
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Imagine the Possibilities: FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Greetings VCS
Family and Friends,

O

n behalf of the Valdosta Board of Education, it is my pleasure to
welcome you to another exciting and insightful edition of Imagine The Possibilities, our year-in-review magazine made possible
by the unwavering generosity of many of our community partners.
Please join me in thanking each Community Partner in Education;
without their continued support of our district, many of the highlights
outlined in this year’s edition would not have been possible.

Dr. William Todd Cason
Superintendent

There is someone else I would like to acknowledge, the person
who works tirelessly to ensure that each edition of Imagine The
Possibilities is first-class and award winning, Mrs. Jennifer Steedley. Mrs. Steedley, serving as the district’s Director of Public Relations, devotes countless hours to the magazine by editing articles,
selecting the appropriate photos, and securing community support.
Thank you, Mrs. Steedley, for all you do!
This year’s theme, The Legacy Continues, is profound in that, I
believe, it defines the spirit of our district which is to continuously
sustain, and improve, the level of success in the arts, in athletics
and in academics for which the district is known. For well over one
hundred years, Valdosta City Schools has been, as I call it, the
Lighthouse District of the South, the district that many others look to
for guidance and direction.
As you will read, the 2017-2018 school year was truly a continuation of the legacy that has been set forth by many of our former
teachers, staff, and students. District administrators, adhering to
the latest research and listening to stakeholders, made decisions
to overhaul schools’ start and end times, to restructure the central
office to ensure more attention is given to the social and emotional
needs of students, and the continued focus on improving literacy
skills for students by applying for, and receiving, the L4GA Literacy
grant, a competitive grant that will allocate financial resources to
districts, affording districts’ teachers and administrators more opportunities for professional development.
I believe our district continues to be one of the best in the state
of Georgia. What makes us the best is the dedicated and skilled
employees who strive to engage Valdosta’s future each day. To all of
the VCS employees, thank you for all you do for our students.
Best regards,
William Todd Cason
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Amended by the Valdosta Board of Education Date 01/23/2018
88 days 1st semester
92 days 2nd semester
10 Teacher Inservice

2018/2019
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August 8, 2018
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September 7, 2018
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Imagine the Possibilities: VISION, MISSION, BELIEFS AND GOALS

Your future...Our mission.

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES!
MISSION:

The mission of Valdosta City Schools is quality
teaching and learning, resulting in superior performance for all.

VISION:

Our vision is to prepare students to pursue infinite
possibilities for the future.

BELIEFS:

In Valdosta City Schools, we believe

1. Positive relationships, high expectations, and a safe environment are essential for quality
teaching and learning.
2. All students have unique needs and learn when provided relevant instruction and support.

Dr. Alvin Hudson
Deputy Superintendent
for Finance & Operation

3. Students, teachers, and leaders must utilize critical thinking, digital literacy, and technology
skills to be globally competitive.
4. Effective educators motivate and engage students in the learning process.
5. Continuous improvement, collaboration, and shared decision making among all stakeholders
are fundamental to teaching, learning, and school effectiveness.
6. Activities beyond core academics promote relationships and connections that are critical to
student learning and life-long success.

Valdosta board of education goals for 2018-2019
The Valdosta Board of Education will:
1. Support the implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of new and current teaching and learning
evidence-based initiatives that are proven to have a positive impact on student achievement.

Dr. Shelia Garcia
Assistant Superintendent of
Teaching and Learning

2. Support the implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of student, family, and community support
services programs that impact the social, emotional, and physical well-being of students.
3. Partner with community organizations, higher education institutions, and businesses to provide
resources and services that will assist in attracting and retaining highly effective teacher candidates.
4. Schedule quarterly meetings with city, county, community, and business leaders to formulate a
viable student success partnership for Valdosta City Schools.
5. Provide district stakeholders with more opportunities for two-communication by hosting at least
two town hall meetings per year.
6. Establish a comprehensive district calendar that will ensure members of the board of education are
well-informed of district and school events, allowing for more frequent attendance from members
of the board.
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Scarlet Brown
Assistant Superintendent
for Student, Family and
Community Support Services

Imagine the Possibilities: VALDOSTA BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

2018-19 Member Information

Valdosta Board of Education
Mrs. Liz Shumphard

Dr. Tad Moseley, District 6

District 1, Chair
Address: 1402 Continental Drive, Valdosta, 31601
Home Phone: (229) 244-6187
Email: liz.shumphard@yahoo.com

Address: 1201 Hickory Drive, Valdosta, 31602
Business Phone: (229) 242-9818
Home Phone: (229) 234-1215
Email: tad@caringtogether.com

Ms. Vanassa Flucas

Mrs. Debra Bell

District 2
Address: 609 Jones Street, Valdosta, 31601
Home Phone: (229) 249-0700
Email: vlfluc2smart@yahoo.com

District 7, Superward East
Address: 1303 Baymeadows Drive, Valdosta, 31602
Business Phone: (229) 244-1400
Home Phone: (229) 247-1521
Email: debrenbell@yahoo.com

Mr. Warren Lee

Mrs. Kelly Wilson

District 3
Address: 1103 West Magnolia St., Valdosta, 31601
Business Phone: (229) 249-9705
Home Phone: (229) 242-4045
Fax: (229) 249-9765
Email: whlj9705fm@gmail.com

District 8, Superward West,
Address: P.O. Box 4775, Valdosta, 31604
Home Phone: (229) 292-0766
Email: kcwilson1200@gmail.com

Mrs. Tyra Howard

Mr. Stacy Bush
At-Large
Address: 2918 North Oak Street Ext., Suite B,
Valdosta, 31602
Business Phone: (229) 247-1474
Fax: (229) 247-1453
Email: stacy@bushwealth.com

District 4
Address: 2519 Deborah Drive, Valdosta, 31602
Home Phone: (229) 269-9886
Email: tnhoward14@yahoo.com

Mr. Trey Sherwood
District 5, Vice Chair
Address: P.O. Box 2070, Valdosta, 31604
Business Phone: (229) 242-4560
Home Phone: (229) 219-8489
Fax: (229) 242-4561
Email: tsherwood@valdostainsurance.com
gocats.org
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School Board Appreciation Day

VBOE welcomes Tyra Howard

T

he Valdosta Board of Education has long been proud of their legacy
of passionate, caring, and dedicated board members. It is those
members who have been the face of Valdosta City Schools on board
meeting nights as decisions are made that impact policy, student
achievement, infrastructure, and many other areas. In January, the
Valdosta Board of Education added to that legacy when they welcomed
their newest board member, Tyra Howard, representing District 4. Mrs.
Howard ran for the District 4 seat because she likes to serve and she
saw a need. “I am a strong supporter of education and I believe that the
foundation of a solid academic career starts in grade school. I believe in
fostering strong educational programs through healthy partnerships between the parents, educators and school administrators, which includes
open and honest communication,” said Mrs. Howard.
When asked what she hopes to accomplish during her service as
a board member, Mrs. Howard replied, “My efforts as a board member
would center on breaking down silos and serving ALL of the children in
the community. I believe that all of the children within our school system
are important – no one student is any more important than the other.”
She noted that being a board member is exactly what she expected and
much more. Each decision she makes is based upon what is best for all
of the students.
Ms. Howard is the proud wife of Councilman Eric Howard and the
proud mother of Natrice, a graduate of Valdosta State University, Erin a
5th grader in the Valdosta City School System and Phillip, their 5-yearold son who attends Bright Start Preschool, but will be attending in the
Valdosta City School System this fall. She holds a Bachelor of Science
in Education from Valdosta State University and a Master of Business
Administration from Walden University. Mrs. Howard serves as Workforce Career Coach at Paxen Learning Services as well as an adjunct
instructor at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College.
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Valdosta Board of Education
Earns Quality Board Designation
The Valdosta Board of Education is proud of its
legacy of effective, transparent board governance
and continues that legacy with the announcement
that the board has earned the Quality Board designation from Georgia School Boards Association.
Quality Board status is one
of three tiers of recognition
that school boards from
Georgia can earn. GSBA’s
Board Recognition Program has been in existence
for many years, but underwent an upgrade in 2017
and was reintroduced for 2018. The recognition
program reflects the state standards, which offers
school boards additional ways to increase their
effectiveness. The recent upgrade to the program
requires a higher level of commitment from school
boards and individual members.
The requirements for the Quality Board designation are divided into eight areas including Strategic
Planning, Georgia Vision Project, Self-Assessment,
Superintendent Evaluation, Board Training, Accreditation, Board Member Ethics, and Fiscal Responsibility. Each area addresses a goal and a plan
for best practices that leads the board to effective
governance and, ultimately, higher student achievement with the most transparency.
The Valdosta Board of Education plans to pursue the Distinguished Board designation for 2019.

Imagine the Possibilities: SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

Valdosta City School System
2018-19 Schools and Administrators
J.L. LOMAX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PreK-5)

Address: 1450 Howell Road, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8520
Fax: (229) 245-5654
Principal: Dr. LaConya McCrae, lmccrae@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Tony Burgman,
tburgman@gocats.org

Assistant Principal: Mr. Mike Samaras,
msamaras@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Valica Sampson,
vsampson@gocats.org

J.L. NEWBERN MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8)

Address: 930 Lake Park Road, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8535
Fax: (229) 245-5651
Principal: Mr. Royce Thomas, royce.thomas@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Dr. Ann Finney-Williams,
afinney@gocats.org

Address: 2015 East Park Avenue, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8566
Fax: (229) 245-5655
Principal: Dr. Elena Ponder, elena.ponder@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Debra Rutland,
debra.rutland@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Ms. Valerie Smith,
vsmith@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. James White, jwhite@gocats.org

S.L. MASON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PreK-5)

VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL (9-12)

PINEVALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PreK-5)

Address: 821 West Gordon Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8525
Fax: (229) 245-5650
Principal: Mr. Kevin Daw, kdaw@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Oscar Lee, olee@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Beth McClellan,
bmcclellan@gocats.org

SALLAS-MAHONE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PreK-5)

Address: 3686 Lake Laurie Drive, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8530
Fax: (229) 245-5652
Principal: Dr. Artrice Haugabrook,
ahaugabrook@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Russell Jackson,
russell.jackson@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. April Ward, award@gocats.org

W.G. NUNN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PreK-5)

Address: 1610 Lakeland Avenue, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8575
Fax: (229) 245-5653
Principal: Wade Beale, wade.beale@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Paul Day, pday@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Ms. Hilda Edgerton,
hilda.edgerton@gocats.org

PROMISE PROGRAM (K-5)

1610 Lakeland Avenue, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-1637
Fax: (229) 671-8449
Director: Dr. Linda Hunt, lhunt@gocats.org

VALDOSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8)

Address: 110 Burton Avenue, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8555
Fax: (229) 245-5656
Principal: Mrs. Beth DeLoach, bdeloach@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Gene Fandel,
gene.fandel@gocats.org

Address: 4590 Inner Perimeter Road, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8540
Fax: (229) 333-8584
Principal: Dr. Janice Richardson, jrichardson@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Jessica Crawford,
jessica.crawford@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Antonio Haynes;
adhaynes@gocats.org
Vocational Director: Mrs. Joyce Dean, jdean@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Levert Hartnup,
lhartnup@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mrs. Betsy McTier, bmctier@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Mr. Kendrick Moody,
kmoody@gocats.org

VALDOSTA EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY (6-12)

Address: 1605 Azalea Drive, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-8455
Fax: (229) 247-7689
Principal: Dr. Mae McKinney, mmckinney@gocats.org
Principal: Dr. Johnnie Marshall, jmarshall@gocats.org

HORNE LEARNING CENTER

Address: 930 Old Statenville Road, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8597
Fax: (229) 333-0313
Director: Mr. Keith Hose, khose@gocats.org
Assistant Principal: Dr. Virginia Crowell,
vcrowell@gocats.org

HORIZON ACADEMY

Address: 3101 North Forrest Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8500, ext. 4032
Regional Director: Dr. Samuel Clemons,
samuel.clemons@gocats.org
Coordinator: Ms. Sara Lazari, sara.lazari@gocats.org

gocats.org
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Imagine the Possibilities: PERSONNEL

2018-19 Central Office Personnel
Dr. William “Todd” Cason
Superintendent
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6053
Fax: (229) 333-8583
Email: tcason@gocats.org

Dr. David Cole
Director of Assessment & Curriculum
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6064
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: dcole@gocats.org

Scarlet Cassel Brown
Assistant Superintendent for Student,
Family and Community Support Services
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6005
Fax: (229) 333-8583
Email: scbrown@gocats.org

Jack Cook
Maintenance Supervisor
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6073
Email: jcook@gocats.org

Dr. Shelia Garcia
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching
and Learning
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6043
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: shelia.garcia@gocats.org
Dr. Alvin Hudson
Deputy Superintendent for Finance and
Operations
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6006
Fax: (229) 333-8583
Email: ahudson@gocats.org
Dr. Dan Altman
Director of Federal Programs
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6013
Fax: (229) 333-8594
Email: daltman@gocats.org
Dr. Alex Alvarez
Director of STEM & Curriculum
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6023
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: aalvarez@gocats.org
Pam Boyd
Director of School Nutrition
Address: 1215 Slater Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6002
Fax: (229) 333-8578
Email: pboyd@gocats.org
Owen Clemons
Director of Human Resources
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6056
Fax: (229) 247-7757
Email: oclemons@gocats.org

Laura Diaz
Assistant Director of Special Education
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8505
Fax: (229) 333-8598
Email: ldiaz@gocats.org
Deanna Folsom
Coordinator of Social Services
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6067
Fax: (229) 333-8598
Email: dfolsom@gocats.org
Dr. Jessica Graves
K-12 ELA Curriculum Director
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6062
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: jessica.graves@gocats.org
Crystal Hiller
Director of Purchasing
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6048
Fax: (229) 333-8539
Email: chiller@gocats.org
Joy Jennings
Executive Secretary to the
Superintendent
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6053
Fax: (229) 333-8583
Email: jjennings@gocats.org
Dr. Vakesha Mays
Director of Special Education
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8505
Fax: (229) 333-8598
Email: vmays@gocats.org
Ms. LaTonya Mitchell
K-12 Math Curriculum Director
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta

Phone: Phone: (229) 671-6062
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: latonya.mitchell@gocats.org
Reginald Mitchell
Athletics Director/Ticket Office
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6049
Fax: (229) 247-7757
Email: rmitchell@gocats.org
Kaci Nobles
Director of Facilities
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6011
Fax: (229) 247-7757
Email: knobles@gocats.org
Jennifer Steedley
Director of Public Relations/VCS
Foundation
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6065
Fax: (229) 333-8583
Email: jsteedley@gocats.org
B. Kevin Smith
Chief Technology Officer
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6026
Fax: (229) 671-8478
Email: bksmith@gocats.org
Jennifer Thornton
Director of Professional Development &
Advanced Programs
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6024
Fax: (229) 241-2716
Email: jthornton@gocats.org
Greta Smith
Director of Custodial Services
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 333-8516
Email: gsmith@gocats.org
Ricky Thomas
Director of Transportation
Address: 1720 Eastwind Road, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 245-5640
Fax: (229) 333-8528
Email: rthomas@gocats.org
Dr. Nichole Young
RTI/PBIS Coordinator
Address: 1204 Williams Street, Valdosta
Phone: (229) 671-6004
Fax: (229) 671-8478
nichole.young@gocats.org
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VCS CENTRAL OFFICE
VCS hosts first Google Summit and Bootcamp
By: Scarlet Brown
Valdosta City Schools hosted our first Google
Summit and Bootcamp during July 2017. Educators
from Valdosta City Schools and neighboring school
districts were excited to learn more about Google for
Education apps at the event organized by AppsEvents
https://appsevents.com/. The Google Summit provided
high quality professional development by leading technology educators from around the US. Participants
attended inspiring keynotes and breakout sessions
showcasing the latest G Suite for Education uses from
around the globe. Since Google’s apps evolve on a
daily basis, trainers provide the latest developments
and updates for partcipants. Educators learned great
ideas for innovation, efficiency, engaging students
and staff, connecting with others via tech tools, and
more. Student volunteers from VECA were available
to assist with registration, to get teachers connected
with technology, and to participate in student sessions
using Google apps. The Google Summit offered great
networking opportunities for teachers to meet with
like-minded educators integrating technology into their
teaching.
Stay tuned for more exciting Google news as VCS
educators have a chance to learn more at the 2nd
Annual Google for Education Summit in June 2018
http://valdosta.appsevents.com/.
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CareDox
SECURE AND COMPLIANT
Keeping parents notified with digital health record tool
By: Scarlet Brown
For the 2018-2019 school year, VCS is adopting CareDox as a digital, health record tool for nurses to keep parents
notified when children visit the health clinic and for parents to provide the schools with accurate student medical information. All information is stored securely and is HIPAA and FERPA compliant.
Several schools piloted CareDox during the 2017-2018 school year. Feedback from our nurses and parents was very
positive. The benefits of CareDox include:
• Streamlined medical information sharing, no more paper mail, faxing, or phone calls.
• Real-time notifications when your child visits the nurse’s office.
• Accurate and portable vital information for daily and emergency use.
• Access your child’s health profile to complete and update any changes throughout the year, ensuring it is
always up-to-date.
• Peace of mind that the school is fully aware of all medical conditions your child has, and you have an efficient
way to communicate with the health department.
Valdosta’s top priority is student safety & CareDox helps to ensure an efficient, streamlined means for coordinating
the care of your child. Parents will be able to complete a health profile through CareDox and have immediate, real-time
access to communicate any changes concerning medical conditions and healthcare needs of their children with the
school nurse. Parents will be provided enrollment information during Open House and back-to-school packets. Please
contact your child’s school nurse if you have any questions.
Find out more information at https://www.caredox.com/faqs/.
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School Nutrition
Keeping traditions
alive in our
nutrition program
The 2017-2018 school year has been a year of
growth for the Valdosta City School Nutrition Program. As we gear up and get ready to move into
the new Valdosta High School, we are also preparing for updates to begin in many of our schools’
cafeterias. Alongside all of these new changes, we
continue to keep many traditions alive within our
program.
In years past, we have participated in the ‘Make
My Plate Georgia Grown Day,’ and have continued
to do so this school year. On March 23, 2018, we
celebrated the Georgia Department of Agriculture’s
Agriculture Awareness Week. On average, 6,500
of our students were nourished with locally grown
foods to help fuel their learning. This program was
developed in hopes of teaching our students about
the importance of the foods we choose and where
they come from.
Our nutrition department strives to keep our students involved and hands-on throughout each year.
Farm to School has played a large role in doing
so this year. Through this program, our students
gain access to healthy, local and Georgia Grown
foods. The Farm to School Program also promotes
education through farm visits, school gardens, and
cooking lessons. Our school gardens continue to
be a favorite for Valdosta City students and staff.
It is rewarding for our students to see the end
product after helping to plant and maintain these
gardens throughout the school year. The students
are then able to eat the same foods they have
grown. Through this program, we have won both
the Shake-It-Up Award and Golden Radish Award
for the 2017-2018 school year.
We are thankful for another great year, and look
forward to what is to come with the 2018-2019
school year. With all of the great changes we are
experiencing, one thing is certain, our legacy will
continue.
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Special Education
Contina Smith nominated for Phil Pickens Leadership Award
By: Courtney Evans
Contina Smith is a Case Manager
and Parent Mentor for the Special
Education Department. Currently,
over 100 parent mentors are working in 90 school districts to improve
outcomes for children and youth
with disabilities and their families
in Georgia. Contina supports
parents by providing information
and resources to help their children
succeed in school and transition from
school to adult life.
Parent mentors work with
families of students with disabilities
on a daily basis providing them
with tools, resources, and strategies
that they can use to support their
children at home, at school, and in
the community. She has received
specialized training in special education and family engagement to support them in their efforts to work with
other parents, teachers, administrators, and other community members.
The main objective is to help children
with disabilities
become more successful at school,
at home, and in the community.

This year Contina was nominated
for the Phil Pickens Leadership
Award. This award is a statewide
honor to recognize outstanding leadership in the collaborative work to
improve outcomes for students
with disabilities, outstanding contributions to the Georgia Parent
Mentor Partnership, and consistent leadership accomplishments
in special education. This award,
named after the founder of the
Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership,
Mr. Phil Pickens, is given annually at
the statewide Kickoff Conference in
Savannah. The Phil Pickens Leadership Award is the most distinguished
recognition offered by the Georgia
Parent Mentor Partnership.
Dr. Vakesha E. Mays, VCS
Special Education Director, is
grateful for the service Contina has
provided the students and their
families. “Her kindness, caring and
love for all things involving special
education is truly a blessing,” Dr.
Mays says. “The fact that she was
nominated for this award is no
surprise. She exemplifies Phil
Picken’s goal of recognizing the

accomplishments of special education directors and parent mentors
working in their schools.” We look
forward to congratulating Contina at
the Annual Parent Mentor Partnership Kick-off Conference in the Fall
of 2018.
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Teaching and Learning

Elementary collaborative for social studies lead teachers

Photo: Dara Holt, Director

Professional Learning in Valdosta City Schools
By: Jennifer Thornton
Providing opportunities of high quality professional learning for our staff members has been a long standing tradition in
Valdosta City Schools and this year was no different. VCS staff members kicked off the year by setting professional goals
aligned to their areas of certification. Teachers, academic coaches, and leaders continued the charge by engaging in
professional learning communities (PLCs) with colleagues throughout the school year to dig into Georgia Standards of Excellence and perfect instructional practices aligned to students’ needs. Along with this ongoing work, VCS partnered with
experts across the state to provide training and coaching in ELA, mathematics, and science for support staff, teachers,
and leaders. Valdosta City Schools is incredibly proud to offer a dynamic academic coaching program across the district!
VCS academic coaches plan and facilitate content training along with providing coaching support for teachers and leaders
each day. Support staff such as counselors, nurses, and media specialists also collaborated together in PLCs to achieve
personal and program specific goals. (Continued on page 20)

Elementary collaborative for science lead teachers
gocats.org

Photo: Jennifer Thornton, Director
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Teaching and Learning
Valdosta City Schools recognize
the importance of professional networking and learning with colleagues
and practitioners across the state.
Efforts to keep our staff abreast of
changes within our field and provide
exposure to exemplary practices allow
us to maintain competitive academic
programming for our students. This
year administrators and teacher leaders represented our district at several
regional and state conferences including the Georgia Association for Gifted
Children, Georgia Middle School Association, and National Science Teachers Association conferences. Staff
also attended College Board and AVID
Institutes, International Baccalaureate
workshops, the Georgia K-12 Induction Summit, and numerous learning
opportunities hosted by the Georgia
Department of Education.
We applaud our staff for their commitment and dedication to continuous
learning in Valdosta City Schools!

Photo: Jennifer Thornton, Director

Elementary gifted resource teachers attend GAGC

Photo: Jennifer Thornton, Director

Secondary math/science teachers
collaborate during the Gifted Endorsement

Principals and district staff learning together
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Student Support Services
Safety Around Water
By: Scarlet Brown
The YMCA has a long history of teaching swim lessons.
Recently the YMCA of USA researched and developed a
new swim curriculum, Safety Around Water. Students begin
with and build upon skills they have already learned, helping
them to celebrate their successes, build self-confidence, and
enjoy learning to swim and to be safe around water. The new
swim lesson curriculum is based on extensive research, and
Valdosta City Schools is excited to partner with the Valdosta
YMCA to offer these basic swim lessons and water safety to
all second grade students in the coming school year.
In May, second grade students from WGN and PES
participated in the pilot program at the Valdosta YMCA.
Second grade students and teachers were transported by
bus from their schools to the YMCA for swim lessons. The
Safety Around Water program is provided in the pool or on
dry land, so all students with parental permission were able
to participate. During the four-day program, lessons focused
on drowning prevention, basic swimming, and rescue skills.
Students were provided take home activities to review and
reinforce skills learned each day. On the last day of class,
parents were invited to observe and celebrate their child’s
new skills and progress in the program.
The Valdosta YMCA and VCS are excited to expand the
Safety Around Water program in 2018-2019 to include all
second grade students. For more information contact Scarlet
Brown at scbrown@gocats.org or Randy Gaytan at rgaytan@valdostaymca.com.

proudly streaming Valdosta’s live and
on-demand video content since 2010!
www.ESENETWORKS.com

gocats.org
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Safety Around Water

The Valdosta YMCA and VCS are excited to expand the Safety Around Water program in 2018-2019 to include
all second grade students. For more information contact Scarlet Brown at scbrown@gocats.org or Randy Gaytan at
rgaytan@valdostaymca.com.

College and Career Ready Performance Index
Georgia is one of 10 states initially granted a waiver in February 2012 from the federal No Child Left Behind Act. The College and
Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI) is a comprehensive school improvement, accountability, and communication platform
for all educational stakeholders that promotes college and career readiness for all Georgia public school students. The CCRPI is
calculated from 2016-2017 data, and requires schools and districts to meet greater expectations to earn high scores on a variety of
indicators and benchmarks than on previous measures of accountability. For more information, visit http://ccrpi.gadoe.org/2017/.
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2018 Teacher of the Year
Holly Stone
Mrs. Holly Stone was named Valdosta City Schools’
System Teacher of the Year for 2017-2018. She joined
the Valdosta High School faculty in 2009 as an American Government and AP US History teacher. Stone
currently teaches AP Government and IB Psychology.
Prior to coming to VHS, she worked in Thomas County and private schools in the state of Florida, which is
where she currently
lives. Stone drives
over an hour, one
way, each day to
work in Valdosta City
Schools.
“Unlike most
educators who had a
well laid out plan to
be a teacher, some
of us arrived into
the profession by a
different path. Fate
and circumstances
would be the original
driving forces behind the decision to become a teacher.
The greatest factor however that seals a lifetime career
as an educator is the students themselves,” said Mrs.
Stone.
Former student, Super Bowl Champion, Malcolm
Mitchell said, “There are some people that enter your
life for a brief moment. Some for days, months, or even
a couple years. It’s the people that arrive at critical
times in your life that refuse to give up on you no matter how bad the situation may seem that have a safe
place in your heart for eternity.”
Stone stated that one of the most challenging
aspects of teaching in a Title I school is changing the
school culture regarding the importance of education
in students’ lives as well as the community as a whole.
She has made it a goal to create initiatives that will en24
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courage students to not only obtain their diplomas, but
to also move on to secondary education at a university
or technical school.
Mitchell said, “She taught me to look beyond what I
found fun and distracting and forced me to understand
what was possible for my future. From teaching me
how to calculate a GPA to explaining what the SAT and
ACT are, she helped me
to understand the criteria
to get into college. She
helped me understand
that my reality at the
time did not have to be
permanent.”
“The more confident a
student feels about his or
her learning abilities the
more open they are to
all aspects of education.
This confidence will lead
them to their main role,
which is to be an active
participant,” said Stone. “Each time a student meets
with success it helps drive them to attain even higher
goals for themselves, thus opening doors that at one
time might have seemed locked. Eventually, allowing
students to build upon their own dreams.”
When asked about his own dream and path to get
there, Mitchell had this to say, “It’s safe to say my path
to graduating from college, being a part of the NFL
and becoming a published author all started in Holly
Stone’s American History class back in Valdosta, Georgia.”
Each of the teachers of the year were celebrated
during the annual TOTY Banquet held on September 7,
at Valdosta State University. Over 170 guests celebrated the accomplishments of these dedicated educators.
Linda Sermons from J.L. Lomax Elementary School

was also recognized for receiving the VCS Media Specialist of the Year award and being named the Georgia Library
Media Association and Georgia Association of Instructional
Technology’s South Central Georgia District Media Specialist of the Year.
The 2017-2018 Teachers of the Year are as follows: Mrs.
Shalina Norwood – J.L. Lomax Elementary School, Mrs. Kim
Lewis – Pinevale Elementary Schools, Mrs. Cicely Riley –
S.L. Mason Elementary School, Mrs. Jennifer Cosper – Sallas-Mahone Elementary School, Mrs. Kelley North – W.G.
Nunn Elementary School, Mrs. Tiffany Lampkin – J.L. Newbern Middle School, Mr. Cason Mobley – Valdosta Middle
School, Mrs. Holly Stone - Valdosta High School, Mr. Brad
Tarpley – Valdosta Early College Academy, and Mr. Robert
Jeffords – Maceo Horne Learning Center.
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Valdosta City Schools (VCS) understands the importance
of having a high quality student testing program. This program
includes all state-mandated tests as well as local assessments.
All assessments are administered in accordance with the requirements of the Georgia Department of Education with a high level
of security to ensure an appropriate testing environment, and
to maintain the integrity and validity of the data provided by the
assessment.
Each fall a mandatory assessment training is held for all school
test coordinators. The system test coordinator provides training to
the school test coordinators who, in turn, provide training to the
test examiners and proctors. A train-the-trainer model is used for
disseminating information in regard to all student assessments.
Extra attention is paid to issues related to test security and integrity that pertains to all assessments administered by the system.
Any action that compromises test security or leads to the
invalidation of a student’s or a group of students’ test scores will
be viewed by VCS and the Georgia Department of Education as
inappropriate. Failure to safeguard test materials or to comply with
test administration procedures could adversely affect an individual’s certification status. All testing procedures are designed to be
consistent with guidance provided in the Georgia Department of
Education Student Assessment Handbook and in strict adherence
to the Code of Ethics for Educators established by the Professional
Standards Commission.
For additional information related to assessments within Valdosta
City Schools, contact Dr. David L. Cole at (229) 671-6064.
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Community Partners in Education (CPIE) is a combined
effort of the Lowndes County School System and the Valdosta
City School System whose purpose is to encourage greater
student achievement in school systems by developing partnerships between individual schools and area businesses, industries, civic, church and community groups.

The legacy of the Community Partners in Education (CPIE) program began as a combined effort
of the Lowndes County School System and the
Valdosta City School System whose purpose was
to encourage greater student achievement in school
systems by developing partnerships between
individual schools and area businesses, industries,
civic, church and community groups.
Today, CPIE has over 425 partnerships and new
partnerships continue to be formed each year. From
spending an hour each week tutoring a student in
reading to landscaping a schoolyard, to making
presentations on career readiness, CPIE partners
make a positive contribution by helping to better prepare the leaders of tomorrow – our children!
Valdosta City Schools are proud to announce
that four of the five recipients of CPIE Awards were
nominated by our schools. The 2017 Partner at Large
of the Year, Moody Air Force Base nominated by J.L.
Lomax Elementary School; 2017 Volunteer of the
Year, Bill Donaldson nominated by Pinevale Elementary; 2017 Small Business of the Year, Hester &
Morris Orthodontics nominated by Valdosta and J.L.
Newbern Middle Schools; and 2017 Large Business
of the Year, Southeastern Credit Union nominated by
J.L. Lomax Elementary School.

32

VALDOSTA CITY SCHOOLS

gocats.org

The individual school award winners in each
category are as follows:
J.L. Lomax Elementary School
Small Business Partner of the Year – A Chosen Vessel
Large Business Partner of the Year – Southeastern
Credit Union
Partner at Large of the Year – Moody Air Force Base
Volunteer of the Year – James Bowers
Coordinator of the Year – Jessica LeFiles
Pinevale Elementary School
Small Business Partner of the Year – Altman + Barrett
Architects
Large Business Partner of the Year – Bojangles
Partner at Large of the Year – Texas Roadhouse
Volunteer of the Year – Bill Donaldson
Coordinator of the Year – Judy Whilden
Sallas Mahone Elementary School
Small Business Partner of the Year – South Georgia
Pediatric Dentistry
Large Business Partner of the Year – Zaxby’s, Inner
Perimeter
Volunteer of the Year – Roxy Corbett
S.L. Mason Elementary School
Small Business Partner of the Year – Dairy Queen, Ashley Street

Large Business Partner of the Year – First United
Methodist Church
Partner at Large of the Year – VSU Center for International
Programs
Volunteer of the Year – Chief Broome, Valdosta Fire Dept.
Coordinator of the Year – JoAnn Stone
W.G. Nunn Elementary School
Small Business Partner of the Year – Only Options
Large Business Partner of the Year – Chick fil A, North Valdosta
Volunteer of the Year – Nishonda Alford
J.L. Newbern Middle School
Small Business Partner of the Year – Hester & Morris
Orthodontics
Large Business Partner of the Year – First Federal
Savings and Loan
Partner at Large of the Year – Jodi’s Accessories
Valdosta Middle School
Small Business Partner of the Year – Hester & Morris
Orthodontics
Large Business Partner of the Year – Bojangles
Partner at Large of the Year – The Langdale Company

sPeciaL educaTion

chiLd Find ProjecT
Valdosta City Schools Department
of Special Education is seeking information from parents or others concerning anyone living in the Valdosta City
School District, age 3 to 21, who may
have a disability and is not now being
educated. If you know of such persons
who may have an intellectual, physical,
emotional or other disability, please
contact Valdosta City Schools Special
Education Department. This information will assist us in planning appropriate programs for these persons.
Director of Special Education at:
Valdosta City Schools
Attn: Dr. Vakesha Mays
P.O. Box 5407
Valdosta, GA 31603-5407
All information received will be kept
confidential.
The Valdosta City School District
does not discriminate on the basis of
sex, age, race, disability, religion, or national origin in its educational programs,
activities or employment.

Valdosta Early College Academy
Small Business Partner of the Year – Royal Buffet
Large Business Partner of the Year – Valdosta State
University
Partner at Large of the Year – The Langdale Company
Volunteer of the Year – Amanda Johnson, BridgeBuilder
Education & Investments
Horne Learning Center
Small Business Partner of the Year – Bojangles
Partner at Large of the Year – Domino’s Pizza
Volunteer of the Year – Annie Barbas
Valdosta High School
Small Business Partner of the Year – US Army Recruiting
Large Business Partner of the Year – Chick fil A, North
Valdosta
Partner at Large of the Year – Wild Adventures
Special Education Department
Large Business Partner of the Year – Bojangles
Partner at Large of the Year – Chick fil A, North Valdosta

nondiscriminaTion
PoLicy
It is the policy of the Valdosta City Board of Education not to discriminate on
the basis of gender (including pregnancy and wages), age, race, color, disability, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, genetic information, military
status, or retaliation in the educational programs, activities or admissions to facilities operated by the Valdosta City Board of Education or in the employment
practices and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups. The Board shall comply with all aspects of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Amended,
1973), Title II of the Vocational Education Amendments of 1976, Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Amended, 1974), Title XXIX of the Age Discrimination
Act of 1967, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title I and Title V of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Amended, 2008), Equal Pay Act of
1963, and Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008.
The following individuals have been designated for coordinating the
system’s efforts to implement its nondiscrimination policies:
Owen Clemons, Title VI
(Civil Rights Act of 1964)
Valdosta City Schools
1204 Williams Street
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 671-6056

Laura Diaz, Section 504
Valdosta City Schools
1204 Williams Street
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 333-8505

Reginald Mitchell, Sports
Equity Coordinator/Title IX
Valdosta City Schools
1204 Williams Street
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 671-6049

Dr. Dan Altman, Title II
Valdosta City Schools
1204 Williams Street
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 671-6013

Jack Cook, ADA
Valdosta City Schools
1204 Williams Street
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 671-6073

Joyce Dean, CTAE Director
Valdosta High School
3101 North Forrest Street
Valdosta, GA 31601
(229) 333-8540, Ext.4018
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Imagine the Possibilities: CATS Award

Second Annual CATS Award Winner
Joy Jennings is the 2017-18 VCS Employee of the Year
By: Kimberly Cannon, former Valdosta Daily Times reporter
She has worked with four different Valdosta City School
superintendents, assisted with phone calls during the weeklong school closure due to Hurricane Irma and is known as
the go-to-person for the city school system.
That’s what VCS Superintendent
Dr. Todd Cason wrote about Joy Jennings when he nominated her for the
Continuous Acts of Kindness through
Teamwork and Service Employee of
the Year Award.
Jennings, executive assistant to
the superintendent, was named the
overall CATS Employee of the Year
winner during the CATS award reception Thursday, May 3.
“It goes without saying, Ms.
Jennings is the glue that keeps the
superintendent’s office together,” Cason wrote in his letter to the selection
committee.
In Jenning’s biography submitted
for the award, she stated she is proud
to be part of the VCS family as all
employees work together to help the
system succeed.
“The satisfaction of knowing we
can make a difference in the life of a
child is worth the hours spent at work
and the stress of difficult situations,” Jennings wrote. “Being
able to help a parent solve a problem is rewarding on many
levels, and I am thankful to be part of that problem-solving
process.”
Jennings received a total of $500 in CATS bucks.
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The other two finalists for the CATS Award included Bonnie Ard, receptionist at Sallas Mahone Elementary School,
and Raychel Brown, secretary at J.L. Lomax Elementary
School.
Each site nominee was awarded
$100 in CATS Bucks, and each of the
finalists received an additional $200 in
CATS Bucks.
The 17 site nominees included Travis Hodges of Horne Learning Center,
Chandra Ewings of J.L. Newbern Middle School, Jennifer Garret of Pinevale
Elementary School, Erica N. Moody of
S.L. Mason Elementary School, Clare
McClary of Valdosta Early College
Academy, Lavoris Baker of Valdosta
High School, Janet Nichols of Valdosta Middle School, Heather Walker of
W.G. Nunn Elementary, Sherri Foster from custodial, Dale Flucas from
maintenance, Becky Strom from school
nutrition, Mark Prain from special education, B. Kevin Smith from Teaching
and Learning, Annetta Thomas from
transportation, finalist Brown from J.L.
Lomax, finalist Ard from Sallas Mahone
and winner Jennings from the Central
Office.
According to VCS, each site nominee completed a packet of information, which was reviewed by a committee of
school officials from surrounding counties who selected the
finalists and the overall winner.

Annetta Thomas

Becky Strom

Janet Nichols

Jennifer Garrett

Joy Jennings

Bonnie Ard

Chandra Ewings

Claire McClary

Kevin Smith

Lavoris Baker

Mark Prain

Dale Flucas

Erica Moody

Heather Walker

Raychel Brown

Sherri Foster

Travis Hodges
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Imagine the Possibilities: ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

American artist Andy Warhol once
said, “The goal isn’t to live forever. The
goal is to create something that will.”
At J.L. Lomax we are developing an
academic legacy that will always be remembered. Our school offers many new
and exciting initiatives to our scholars,
which in turn promote positive academic
growth in literacy.
Our newest literacy initiative, Read
180, serves 60 fourth and fifth grade
students, and encourages independent
reading confidence. Each day, select
scholars attend this class and work in a
blended learning environment. This work,
including whole group learning, independent reading, student application, and
small group learning has been proven
through research to address individual academic needs and to
guide students to take ownership of their learning.
Another reading initiative, March Madness is celebrated
during the month of March. Each week of the month an assigned theme offers a different reward for students that make
a 90 or higher on their Accelerated Reader test. The first week
students were Suckers for Reading, and they received a sucker
for their test score. The second week, students’ names were
entered in a drawing for a basketball in Shooting for Success.
Week three was Wild About Reading and Wild Adventures
passes were given away. The final week, themed We are
Smarties: We Read, offered students a pack of Smarties
candies for passing their AR test with a 90 or higher. By offering
incentives this month, students were even more motivated to
pick up their favorite book and get reading!
Many other great programs took place at J.L. Lomax this
year! For example, in the J.L. Lomax Breakfast Club, fourth
and fifth grade scholars met in the media center for breakfast
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to examine and discuss new vocabulary, themes, plots, and
settings from chapter books they were reading. In another
club, the Chapter Book Club, students are challenged to
read chapter books and non-fiction books on their AR level, make an 80 or higher on their AR test, and then write a
detailed summary on the book they read. Once they complete
their first summary, they work to write more so that they can
continue their “membership” in the club that meets monthly to
celebrate the scholars’ reading and writing achievements. At
the AR store, scholars with an AR test score average of 85%
or higher, get to shop for special items, donated by our CPIE
partners. Students might walk out of the store with prizes such
as chalk, bicycles, drones, earbuds, skateboards, or even a
Chromebook.
None of these initiatives would work without an amazing
group of teachers, staff, parents, community members, and
business partners who work together with our school to continue to develop our academic legacy. Ask any of them and they
will tell you, J.L. Lomax is truly the place to be!

Pinevale
Elementary:

Making a
total effort
Arnold Donald Palmer, PGA Tour Champion once stated,
“Always make a total effort, even when the odds are against
you.” The odds have most definitely been against Pinevale for a
while, but now Pinevale Elementary is beating the odds.
Helping our community
Pinevale’s Dancing Divas wanted to do their part in helping
students who were affected by Hurricane Harvey in Texas.
To support this cause, they hosted a canned food and school
supply drive to give our students and community members
a chance to donate what they could. After an overwhelming
donation, students mailed the supplies to Ermel Elementary
School in Houston, Texas.
Reading and Academics
One of our main goals is to instill a love of reading in all
students who walk through our front doors. You can ask any
student at Pinevale, “Where does reading take you?” and they
will respond “Places!” For National Young Reader’s Day, Pinevale celebrated with Principal Royce Thomas and Assistant
Principal Dr. Ann Finney-Williams. Reading was done around
the clock with different groups of students in various locations.
In the morning, Mr. Thomas read to the entire student body

from the roof. Dr. Finney-Williams read to kindergarten students
in the garden and even on the bus ride home. To help us with
our reading initiative the Valdosta Veterans Widows and Wives
ministry sponsored Pinevale’s Reading challenge for the entire
school year. The class with the highest average in grades K-2
and 3-5 were gifted with a special VIP party. The individual students who had the highest average and read the most books
were also gifted for their individual successes.
Along with reading, students worked to improve spelling
skills. The Pinevale spelling bee is a great event that helps
students improve their vocabulary, spelling and develop correct
English usage. Congratulations to all of our participants and our
top spellers. Jerelyn Isom won first place, Paris Brewton came
in second place, and Prince Jean came in third place.
To encourage excellence in all academic areas, students
who maintained an A and B average were treated quarterly to
special VIP parties where they were awarded for their success!
PBIS
Our Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) is a
school wide initiative. This year we focused on exhibiting the
R.O.A.R expectations outside the classroom. One new place
students were being rewarded for their positive behavior was
on the bus. Each day drivers and students earned points when
following the R.O.A.R. expectations while riding the bus and exiting the bus to enter the breakfast line. Monthly winners earned
the privilege of displaying a magnetic sign on the outside of
their bus, which proclaims them as Pinevale PBIS “Bus of the
Month”.
Tigers Being Great
The mission of the Pinevale Ambassador Program is to
equip and empower fourth and fifth grade students with the
skills to positively promote themselves, their community, and
their school, Pinevale Elementary. Our goal is to develop leadership, human relations, and communication skills in order to
produce student leaders that are positive role models. These
students help create a safe school climate and culture by carrying out a variety of duties. The duties of the Pinevale Ambassadors include greeting parents and other stakeholders at school
events, making class announcements, serving as safety patrol
officers, peer tutors, and liaisons between students and school
leadership.
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Pinevale Elementary continued ...
Girls on the Run is a non- profit
organization dedicated to inspiring girls
to be joyful, healthy, and confident. Girls
who participate in the program meet
twice a week for a lesson on social skills,
friendship, and character education while
also learning how to properly fuel their
bodies, exercise, and maintain optimal
health. The student athletes participating
in this program finished their season by
running a 5k event together.
Pinevale held its annual Black History
program. Each grade was represented in
the Black History Parade where students performed skits and dances from
different eras. We had presentations of
the Harlem Renaissance, Civil Rights
Movement, and some abolitionists. We
also listened to monologues from several
historical figures, such as Ruby Bridges,
Harriet Tubman, and Martin Luther King,
Jr. We were grateful to have Pinevale
alumni, the Valdosta High School chorus,
and V-Town Connection perform.
Parent involvement
They say it takes a village to raise a
child. We here at Pinevale truly agree
with that statement. We saw great
improvements with our parents’ involvement and participation this year. Whether
it was learning how to train your brain,
getting some GMAS tips, or learning
how to raise a reader, our parents have
been active participants in our Third
Thursday events. Third Thursdays are all
about getting our community together to
focus on student achievement. This year
Pinevale Elementary School held its first
annual Sci-Tech-eMatics Night. Students
and parents participated in a variety of
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics activities.
The Tiger Tracks Network (TTN)
takes pride in providing a weekly news
and entertainment program to Pinevale
students, faculty and stakeholders of
the Pinevale community. Tiger Tracks
News is published via YouTube at our
hashtag, #1tigernationpes. Dr. Ann
Finney-Williams and Ms. Courtni O’Neal
work with fourth and fifth grade students
each week to write, perform, record, and
publish news stories. TTN consists of
more than students reading news from
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a script. Dear Kitty, an advice segment,
aims to solve students’ problems, much
like the Dear Abby newspaper column of
long ago. TTN promotes PBIS by sharing students’ status in PBIS initiatives
such as Top Notch Tigers for lunchroom
behavior, and even Pinevale Bus of the
Month. Reporters also present the PBIS
Word of the Week (PBIS WOW). TTN
promotes college and career readiness
with a segment called Cats go to College
by spotlighting a college or university
each week. Pinevale students’ favorite
segments are Don’t Be Mean and Let’s
Talk About It, which focus on taking the
positive option in negative situations as
well as appreciating diversity in their
community.
Teacher of the Year 2018-2019
Mr. Timothy Williams was selected
by his peers as the 2018-2019 Pinevale
Teacher of the Year. Mr. Williams was
voted teacher of the year because of
his dedication to his students. Within his
classroom, there is a sense of community and students work in a collaborative
environment. He sets high expectations
for all his students and encourages them
to play a role in their own learning. Mr.
Williams integrates technology to create
engaging lessons for his students. He
is also the lead mentor for the About
It Boys Club. His peers consider him a
team player that can be counted on to
help all students succeed at Pinevale.
Grant Winners
Kindergarten Teacher Dr. Danielle
Gibbs was one of this year’s recipients
of the $1000 Bright Ideas Education
Grant from Colquitt EMC. The purpose
of the Bright Ideas Education Grant is to
provide funding to teachers with creative
educational plans.
We here at Pinevale strive to provide
quality teaching and learning that results
in superior performance for all students.
Our legacy as educators is determined
by what our students do after they leave
our classrooms. We hope our students
will be nothing less than movers, shakers
and history makers!

Imagine the Possibilities: ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

“Legacy. What is a legacy? It’s planting
seeds in a garden you never get to see.”
– Lin Manuel Miranda/Hamilton

By: Donna Campa and Laura Roesch
The Legacy of a Mentor
The good that we do doesn’t go
away. It stays. It is absorbed, accumulated, and adopted by people who live
after we’re gone. Such is the case with
the Scott Craven Mentoring Program at
Sallas Mahone.
In 2005, nine pilots from MAFB made
a commitment to actively encourage
and mentor military children at Sallas
Mahone Elementary. These pilots spent
their time working with and encouraging children with a deployed parent to
become mature, responsible young
adults. The mentors ensured that these
children had a positive role model who
also understood the sacrifices made by
military service men and women and
their families. Captain Scott Craven, an
instructor pilot, was one of the original nine mentors. Students absolutely
adored Captain Craven who had a
million dollar smile that was contagious.
One of Captain Craven’s first mentees
was kindergartener Jason Flynn.
Shortly after beginning to mentor
students, Scott was trgically killed in
an automobile accident. In 2006, the
program was renamed the Scott Craven
Mentoring Program. His parents, Mr.
& Mrs. Craven, of Pennsylvania, manage the Scott Craven Mentoring Fund
in his memory. They host a yearly golf
tournament and the proceeds are used
to support this mentoring program. In

2009, with the support of Mr. and Mrs.
Craven, the program was expanded
to include The Scott Craven Cafe, an
outdoor classroom and gathering area
that includes beautiful landscaping and
covered tables with an awning. The
Cafe provides a quiet space for mentors
to take their students to catch up and
review academics or just reflect on their
daily lives.
School secretary Bonnie Ard is an
active leader of this program. Each
week she plans and organizes activities for the students and mentors, and
serves them Chick-fil-A breakfast every
Thursday morning. When a child’s
parent returns home from overseas, a
“doughnut ceremony” is enjoyed with
the returning parent and all members.
In 2018, the Scott Craven Mentoring
Program was highlighted as a deciding
factor in recognizing Valdosta as one
of five communities across the country named a Great American Defense
Community by the Association of
Defense Communities (ADC). Children
who benefitted from the program shared
their experiences with the visiting USAF
military leaders, state representatives,
and county officials. One of the children
who spoke was Valdosta High School
senior Jason Flynn. The remarks of
Jason and other program participants
were recorded for a video presentation
at the June 18-20 ADC annual event.

Jason, who had recently been accepted
to Florida State University on a scholarship, fondly recalled his time with Captain Craven and the mentoring program.
Sallas Mahone is very proud to work
with the Craven family to preserve their
son’s legacy through this invaluable
mentoring program.

The Legacy of a Leader
It was on June 14, 2005 that Mr.
Gary Glover was named principal of
Sallas Mahone by the Valdosta Board
of Education. On June 30, 2018, after
30 years, he retired from his career in
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Sallas Mahone continued ...

public education.
As Principal of Sallas Mahone, Mr.
Glover consistently made decisions
based on what was best for students.
When interviewed at the beginning of
his tenure at Sallas Mahone, Mr. Glover
said, “If we let every decision we make
be because we want to help the students, I believe everything will work out.”
This was his objective throughout his
tenure.
As a leader, his ability to do what was
best for students lay within his ability to
inspire and support faculty and staff of
Sallas Mahone. He inspired those who
worked for him to achieve high standards of excellence by always striving
for excellence himself. He would attend
conferences during the summer and
come back energized and excited to

40

VALDOSTA CITY SCHOOLS

implement new ideas. Parents, teachers,
and students all knew Mr. Glover would
be supportive of their endeavors, as long
as they were being done with a desire
to improve the achievement or lives
of students. He often said “Goals are
accomplished when a team is focused
and works together. If you cannot work
together, you cannot be successful.”
Parents, teachers, and students were
always a team in Mr. Glover’s eyes. One
cannot be successful without the other.
Mr. Glover led by example. Parents
and students enjoyed seeing him every
morning and afternoon welcoming children to school or telling them goodbye
at the end of the day. His drop off and
dismissal procedures were always hectic
in August, but he did them with a smile
and encouraging word, especially for
new parents or students who found the
dismissal of approximately 400 car riders
overwhelming. To help alleviate stress,
Mr. Glover would sometimes dress up
for the enjoyment of the children. On one
occasion, he sat on the roof dressed as
the Grinch and waved at everyone as
Christmas tunes blared over the campus.
During his time at Sallas Mahone,
the population grew from around 800
students to over 1100.
With the increase in population came
many changes, but Mr. Glover could always be found walking up and down the
halls building relationships with everyone

gocats.org

in his building. He always maintained
there was something special about
Sallas Mahone and hoped that unique
feeling and atmosphere would continue
after his retirement. “Sallas Mahone is
not just a building, but a community of
support.”
Mr. Glover stated “I have absolutely
loved my job for the past 14 years. I
have considered it a privilege and an
honor to have served as Principal of Sallas Mahone.” He was happy to learn that
Dr. Haugabrook was chosen to continue
the Sallas Mahone legacy and begin her
own.

Our legacy is the part of ourselves
that will be left in the hearts and minds
of others we leave behind. Mr. Glover’s
legacy comprises a lifetime of relationships, accomplishments, truths, and
values, and it will live on in the countless
lives he has touched.

S .L. Mason:

Education is the
ultimate legacy
Rocket developer, Wernher von Braun,
said, “All one can really leave one’s children
is what’s inside their heads. Education, in
other words, and not earthly possessions,
is the ultimate legacy, the only thing that
cannot be taken away.” Mr. Kevin Daw and
his staff at S.L. Mason Elementary agree
that an education is the most important
thing you can obtain in your life. As we prepare students to pursue infinite possibilities, our expectations are: Integrity first, Respect for yourself and others, and Excellence in all
you do. We know that academic excellence comes from high expectations, authentic learning experiences, and support for each student.
Here’s a look at how the legacy continues at SLM.
Read with Malcolm
Leading up to his very own Super Bowl with the New England Patriots, Malcolm Mitchell’s foundation sponsored the first ever Read
with Malcolm National Reading Bowl Championship. Ms. LaSharon Jackson’s 4th grade class won “Read Bowl 18”. She and her class
did this by participating in a four-week challenge with other students from all over the United States. The contest was based on in-class
reading time each week, and Ms. Jackson’s class had an astonishing total of 70,398 minutes during the contest. They were able to
count their reading time in class to include books, MyON, and MobyMax reading assignments.
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SL Mason continued ...
“A Magical Evening of Literacy” was
just that magical! Hosted by Malcolm
Mitchell, he also featured a “Fireside
Chat” moderated by WSB-TV’s Condace
Pressley which featured three outstanding educators and our very own Ms.
Jackson was one of them. In order to
participate, Ms. Jackson completed a
notable feat herself. She emailed the
Share the Magic Foundation and completed paperwork in order to receive a
grant to help pay for half of the books
purchased. As a result, Malcolm Mitchell
visited SLM in March and presented 936
students with a copy of his book The
Magician’s Hat.

Read with Malcolm Reading Bowl winners.

WSLM Wildcat News
Continuing to keep students, faculty, staff and the community up-to-date
on the latest S.L. Mason news is the
WSLM Wildcat News team. In its third
year, fourth and fifth grade news team
members are responsible for writing,
recording, and editing news stories.
The student driven team has greatly
improved their writing and interpersonal
skills thanks to their work on this project.

and skills. Trailblazers are a
community of learners with
classes that are vertically
aligned. Collaboration among
peers is essential to fostering deeper, more meaningful
learning experiences, so
students in this program meet
regularly, socialize, and learn
as a group. This encourages
a sense of unity and building
relationships with other like-minded
students.

Trailblazer Pathway
S. L. Mason Elementary Trailblazer
Pathway offers students the opportunity
to develop academic gifts and talents
in a rigorous classroom environment
designed for higher achieving needs.
The program allows second through fifth
grade students to expand their talents
and interest in literacy, mathematics,
science, and social studies. Those enrolled have access to quality instruction
meeting advanced needs. The pacing
and content is tailored to allow flexibility
and deeper understanding of concepts

Garden Club at S.L. Mason
Elementary
In partnership with the Grand Bay
Master Gardener Extension Volunteer
Program, the Gardening Club at S.L.
Mason is in its third year. The garden
project gives students the opportunity to
experience real life connections to the
food we eat, and how food gets from
the “farm” to the table. It is our mission
to use this experience to help students
make connections to social studies,
science, and math concepts that are
taught in the classroom through observation and hands-on learning.

Potato Crop - Riley Hall
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The Master Gardeners impact the student awareness of garden management
and protecting the environment. This year
students have propagated and harvested
several varieties of plants, vegetables, and
fruit. So far, the students have been able to
harvest several pounds of kale, bok choy,
collard greens, lettuce, cabbage, mustard
greens, peas, broccoli, cilantro, blueberries,
strawberries, and sweet potatoes.
Most recently we began propagating
new vegetables, herbs, and flowering trees
such as: rosemary, million bells, fig, moon
vine, and pomegranate. Next on our list, is
the new garden location which will allow
the students to expand this project even
further. Thanks to the City of Valdosta,
which provided us with approximately 30
cubic yards of compost and the Grand Bay
Master Gardeners, we plan to expand the
project next year.
Kindergarten Parade
Continuing the legacy, the S.L. Mason
Kindergarten presented their 21st Annual
Kindergarten Circus. Our students were
able to choose the acts they would like to
perform. We have our famous S.L. Mason
Marching Band, everyone's Circus favorite
Clowns, totally Pawesome Cheerleaders,

Acrobats, Muscle Men and beautiful Balloon Girls. After weeks of practicing, this
long standing production is always the
highlight to the end of our Kindergarten
Year!
GED Program
Wiregrass Georgia Technical College
and S.L. Mason continue a partnership to
assist family and friends of the students
who need their GED. Last year, there were
thirty five students enrolled at this site. This
year, there are thirty five students enrolled
and they have committed to 2162.50 contact hours.
Girls on the Run
In its second year at S.L. Mason, Girls
on the Run continues to inspire 3rd thru 5th
grade girls. GOTR affords girls the opportunity to recognize their inner strength and
celebrate what makes them unique in their
individuality. Research-based curricula,
including powerful discussions, running
games, and activities are taught by trained
coaches. Girls on the Run believes that
“EVERY GIRL is inherently FULL OF
POWER and POTENTIAL. By knowing
they are the leaders of their lives, these
are the girls who WILL CHANGE THE

WORLD.” The ten week program empowers our girls with the necessary skills to
succeed in their own lives and to better
appreciate lifelong health and fitness.
SLM Girls on the Run concluded their
season this year with a school community
impact project, a 5K run, and an essay
contest. Sydney Uptgraft from Ms. Sermon’s 5th grade class was this year’s
essay winner from Valdosta City and
Lowndes County combined.

Sydney Uptgraft, essay winner
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At W.G. Nunn Elementary our goal is to
ensure that each child is educated in a positive
learning environment where students know
they are an important part of our school.
Providing a quality education in a safe and
encouraging environment is our priority. At
W.G. Nunn we put the needs of our students
first. The Wildcat Legacy of Excellence begins
at W.G. Nunn Elementary.

Legacy of Academic Achievement
W.G. Nunn remains a leader in academic
achievement. Our success is realized through
the combined efforts of our administration,
academic coaches, teachers, parents, stakeholders, and, of course, our students! During the past year we
have increased our CCRPI score (College and Career Ready
Performance Index), and we are proud to have met our CCRPI
achievement target for year one. In recognition of our school’s
accomplishments, the Georgia Association of Elementary School
Principals (GAESP) awarded W.G. Nunn the School Bell Award.
This prestigious award is presented to no more than ten schools
each year in recognition of outstanding programs in the area of
curriculum and organizational leadership.
Recognizing that “Readers are Achievers”, W.G. Nunn strives
to promote a school-wide reading culture. We believe that
creating a reading culture in a school is essential if you want to
encourage students to become engaged and motivated readers.
We understand the impact of reading on overall student achievement. Our school-wide “Read around the World” reading incentive blends our Accelerated Reader program with the classroom
reading curriculum to set personal reading goals for each student. As students earn AR points they “travel” to destinations all
around the world. Multicultural literacy nights are held quarterly to
celebrate each of four Reading Passport destinations. Our readers have now circled the globe two times sampling food, games,
music and dance, and art from the target destinations. Where will
we visit next? The sky is the limit!

Legacy of Athletics and Fitness
The Girls on the Run club at W.G. Nunn provides an opportunity for 3rd-5th grade girls to be physically fit and active while
being part of a team. Girls on the Run is an organization dedicated to “creating a world where every girl knows and activates
her limitless potential and is free to boldly pursue her dreams.”
The after-school program encourages positive emotional, social,
mental, and physical development. At the end of each three
month session, the girls participate in a Girls on the Run 5k
event.
W.G. Nunn also sponsors boys’ football and basketball teams.
This year the W.G. Nunn basketball team was undefeated for the
season and won the championship against Lake Park Elementary. Gooooo Cats!
A two day event and highlight of the school year sponsored
by our P.E. department, is our annual WGN Field Day. Held
in May, classes show their spirit by donning matching colored
shirts and competing in a variety of outdoor activities appropriately planned for Pre- K-5th grade age groups. Popular activities
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include traditional races and relays along with a slip ‘n slide station, inflatable water slide, and other inflatables. Everyone looks
forward to Field Day!

Legacy of the Arts
W.G. Nunn students participate in weekly Art, Music, and
Spanish classes. Art teacher, Mrs. Jessica Akins, was proud to
present a variety of fine student art work during Youth Art Month.
The event, held at the Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts,
showcased art work of students from throughout the area. Student work was displayed and a reception was held for the young
artists and their families. Over 30 winning pieces of WGN student
art were on exhibit. Projects included oil pastel, crayon, marker,
watercolor, tempera paint, and ceramics.
WGN music teacher, Ms. Kelsi Harmon, is also the director
of the W.G. Nunn Chorus Cats. Interested 4th and 5th grade
students attend bi-weekly practices and perform throughout the
year. WGN’s musical répertoire also includes a bucket drumming
ensemble named the Drummin’ Squad. This group of 4th and
5th grade students practices weekly and perform alongside the
Chorus Cats.

Legacy of the Winning Wildcat Spirit
W.G. Nunn provides opportunities for academic success that
begin at school and reach into the community. During the 20172018 school year our students successfully participated in a
variety of state and local competitions.
In January the top spellers from 4th and 5th grade homerooms competed in our 2018 Spelling Bee. First place went to
5th grade student, Serenity Pitts. Second and third place winners
were Myriah Bennett and Jason Brocks. All three winners represented WGN at the district-wide competition at Valdosta High.
Each year W.G. Nunn students help to honor the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King by entering the annual Martin
Luther King Poem/Poster Contest sponsored by The Valdosta/
Lowndes County MLK Jr. Commemoration Association. This year
WGN 5th grade writers Nah’Torrie Hill, Michael Jenrette, and
Linzie Mullins won 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the elementary age
poetry division. W.G. Nunn also had 2nd and 3rd place winners in
the poster contest, as 5th grade students Linzie Mullins and John
Morrell took those two prizes. These students were honored at
the MLK celebration, received trophies, and were recognized by
the Valdosta City Schools BOE at the January work session.
Each spring W.G. Nunn students compete in the Georgia

Young Authors Contest. This competition is designed to encourage student enthusiasm and expertise in writing. The annual state
wide competition is sponsored by the Georgia Department of
Education and the Georgia Council of Teachers of English. This
year WGN 5th grade student, Kourtney Johnson and Kindergarten student, Maurice Sims, won 1st place in their district grade
divisions.
Fourth and fifth grade students had further
opportunities for individual and team academic competition at W.G. Nunn’s STEAM Day in
April. Science, technology, engineering, art,
and math are the focus of the competition in
which students submit Science Fair projects
and art work. It was a community effort, as
judges Aneesha Johnson from DuPont and
Jamie Byrd and Sarah Bessenger from Valdosta State University chose first place winner,
Zonique Scott, second place, Jada Green,
third place Janiya White, and Honorable Mention, Malcolm Thomas to represent W.G. Nunn and compete with
Science Fair winners from the other Valdosta City Schools at the
annual VCS STEAM Day at Valdosta State University.

Legacy of Committed Teachers
Dedicated teachers often pursue educational grants to
supplement the needs of their students. WGN 3rd grade teacher, Brenda Gaddy, has been quite a prolific grant writer over the
years and has received funding for several grant proposals that
have benefitted students at WG. Nunn. This year she received
a $1,000 grant award from McDonald’s owner/operators in the
Tallahassee market. Mrs. Gaddy’s entry was one of three $1,000
prizes awarded in the 2017 Cash for the Classroom contest sponsored by the McDonald’s group. Mrs. Gaddy used the funds in her
classroom to further the school’s Positive Behavior Intervention
and Supports (PBIS) initiative. She was also awarded a Learning
Enhancement Grant from The Valdosta Junior Service League
to purchase picnic tables for outdoor lessons and student and
teacher lunches.
Teachers are lifelong learners, also. Many W.G. Nunn teachers are pursuing advanced degrees and additional certifications.
Fourth grade teacher and 2016 Valdosta City Schools Teacher of
the Year, Mrs. Shila Heeter attained the “Gold Certified Instructor”
designation with Whole Brain Teachers of America. As a Gold
Certified Instructor, Mrs. Heeter is qualified to provide introductory
Whole Brain training to other teachers. Whole Brain Teaching is a
collection of structured classroom management, instructional, and
character education strategies.

Legacy of Service and Altruism
W.G. Nunn is home to several service clubs and societies.
W.G. Nunn offers Student Council, Jr. Fire Marshals, and National

Jr. Beta Club. This year W.G. Nunn was designated as Jr. Fire
Marshal School of the Year at the annual Jr. Fire Marshal banquet.
Along with their bimonthly meetings the group helps teachers
during fire drills, participates in the homecoming parade, holds
fundraisers for the Burn Foundation, and provides fire safety presentations in the classrooms. The group’s sponsors are teachers,
Amanda Dobard, Dawn Phipps, and Brittany
Dickey.
W.G. Nunn Student Council also plays a vital
service role in the Valdosta community. This
year the group sorted food items at Second
Harvest of South Georgia Food Bank during the
busy Thanksgiving season. They also honed
their skills at the Second Annual Leadership
Conference at Dewar Elementary School where
students met other STUCO members, participated in an Escape Room, and divided into groups
for team building and inclusiveness activities.
Teachers Michelle Dupree, Maya Wilson and
Hillary Crosby are group sponsors
The National Jr. Beta Club is a vibrant academic service
organization at W.G. Nunn. This year the Betas celebrated
National Beta Week by sponsoring a school-wide fund raiser to
benefit the Lowndes County Animal Shelter. Over three mornings
members sold “Pops for “Paws”, collecting $215.00 in support of
local shelter animals. This was followed up with a Saturday visit to
the Lowndes County Animal Shelter. The Beta membership also
spent a Saturday serving at the Soup Kitchen. Jr. Beta Club is a
national organization that recognizes 4th and 5th grade students
who demonstrate outstanding academic achievement, worthy
character, and exemplary attitude. This year W.G. Nunn was
honored to be named a National Beta School of Merit. Teachers,
Sheila McCall and Anne Cardella are sponsors of the group.

Our Commitment to the Legacy
W. G. Nunn Elementary is a family’s first experience in the
Valdosta City Schools. We take that responsibility very seriously.
At W.G. Nunn our goal is to provide a positive learning environment where students and their families know they are an important part of our school. Providing a quality education in a safe and
encouraging environment is our priority because this is where the
foundation is set and the Wildcat Legacy begins.
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By: Richard Smith and Tara Head
Congratulations to Nadia Carr for
restoring Mrs. Cobb’s ACER Aspire
4520 Laptop back to factory condition. This was done by completing the
following:
1. Completely removing virus by
removing/replacing OS (Vista Replaced
with Windows 7)
2. Downloading all needed Drivers
for the specific laptop from the manufacturer’s website.
3. Installing all drivers related to all
factory installed components that originally came with the unit
4. Creating 2 new user administrator
accounts
5. Creating a password on both accounts and shared this information with
the owner
Afterwards, Nadia personally delivered the laptop to Mrs. Cobb. A special thank you goes out to Mrs. Cobb
for trusting Nadia with her laptop and
encouraging a rich learning experience.
Both Cobb and Carr are pictured below.

STEM Scholars Design a Robot
By: Donna Williams
The STEM program at Newbern Middle School has more accomplishments!
During this school year, Mrs. D. Williams
and her scholars were able to successfully implement the robotics and auto48
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mation program through PLTW (Project
Lead The Way). Scholars mastered the
skills of program designing utilized by
engineers. Scholars designed, built, and
programmed his or her VEX robot. You
can only imagine the possibilities of a
scholar’s creativity!
At the 2017-2018 VCS STEM Day,
Searra Clark (pictured below) won the
grand prize for the art competition. Searra used her original and creative skills to
achieve this goal!
An AVID Scholar
By: Mrs. Monia Thomas
Asia Williams is one of Newbern’s
Best!
She has been in the AVID Family
since 6th grade. She portrays self-determination by always putting her grades
first. She is a model student for others
to follow.
When she came to Newbern in 2015,
she set a goal to achieve honor roll with
distinction each nine weeks. It was her
desire to always to do better than she did
before.
Proving that she loves a good challenge, Asia was named Newbern Middle
School’s 2017-2018 Valedictorian!
Congratulations Asia! We know you
will do great things in our community and
world.
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sia Williams is one of Newbern’s Best!

She has been in the AVID Family since 6th
grade. She portrays self-determinaGon by
always puIng her grades ﬁrst. She is a model
student for others to follow.
When she came to Newbern in 2015, she set a
goal to achieve honor roll with disGncGon each
nine weeks. It was her desire to always to do
beRer than she did before.

Solar System Ambassadors Program
Stefan Rucki, a 6th grade Math teacher at Newbern
Middle School, was recently recognized as a Solar System
Ambassador for NASA, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.
The Solar System Ambassadors (SSA) program works
with driven individuals across the nation to share the latest
science and discoveries of NASA’s space exploration missions through a variety of events.
There are more than 450 “solar system ambassadors”
spreading knowledge of the solar system to communities
across the nation. These volunteers are part of the Solar System Ambassadors Program, designed to spread the excitement of space exploration.
Mr. Rucki is excited to share his knowledge of space exploration with the students and others in the community.

We are proud to call
Valdosta home!
CJB looks forward to
many more years of growing
with our great community!
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The legacy of Valdosta Middle
School is the success of each of its
students. Our goal is to prepare all of
our students for high school, college,
and life beyond. Students are encouraged to think about possible careers
and practical applications of learning.
VMS faculty provides opportunities for
real-world problem-solving experiences
and exposure. Our foundation is education; our result, success.
VMS’s STEM Academy is in its second year, expanding to 7th grade and
welcoming a new group of 6th graders.
STEM students have had numerous
opportunities this year for extended
learning opportunities (ELOs) visiting
various locations to put their learning into
context. Prior to an ELO, students study
background information and formulate
questions and upon returning, summarize and connect learning to academic
content areas. STEM students visited
Wiregrass Technical College and Moody
Air Force Base to learn about STEM-related careers and courses. Upcoming
ELO’s include a trip to Atlanta to visit
the Bodies educational exhibit featuring
preserved human bodies and organs and
to practice statistics at a Braves baseball
game.
Within STEM this year, students were
encouraged to participate in a STEM
Multi-media group and a STEM Ambassadors group. The Multi-media group
was tasked with taking pictures and
videos during ELO’s and editing them
for STEM promotional purposes. The
Ambassadors group rehearsed public

speaking and has spoken to various civic
organizations and stakeholders on the
accomplishments and future goals of the
STEM Academy.
Throughout the year, STEM students
work on various projects such as designing and building skimmers and robots.
These projects are often interdisciplinary
and encourage students to apply what
they have learned throughout the year.
This year students also worked on a
yearlong project with Langdale Forest
Products developing proposals for repurposing scrap material from the Langdale
sawmill. Students worked in groups on
research and development of their ideas
as well as execution and presentation of
those ideas.

Next year STEM will expand to include an 8th-grade team. Eighth graders
will have the opportunity to earn high
school credits in a variety of academics
and electives and expand their learning even more. In 2017, the number
of community organizations to partner
with the VMS STEM Academy doubled.
This means more opportunities for our
students.
STEM doesn’t get to have all the fun.
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The excitement over experience and project-based learning has spread throughout VMS.
Airlife 9 and Station 1 of the Valdosta
Fire Department visited VMS. Students
were treated to a spectacular landing and
departure and were able to see the Airlife
9 helicopter and Station 1 fire engine up
close. Students were able to ask questions and receive valuable insight such
as how to become a pilot, what it takes to
be a member of a rescue team, and what
technology is used to save lives on both
the helicopter and fire engine.
NASA Astromaterials Research and
Exploration Science Lunar and Meteorite Sample Disk Program shared rock
and mineral samples from the moon
that came from the Apollo lunar landing
missions. Preparing for the rocks was an
interdisciplinary experience. Students
studied the moon, art classes made projects based on the moon, and the drama
department presented “Challenger: To
Touch the Face of God” for their one-act
competition. VSU geology professor, Dr.
Mark Groszos, presented the moon rocks
to students.
US Representative Austin Scott from
Georgia District 8 spoke to VMS students
who are participated in the 2018 SIFMA
Foundation Capitol Hill Challenge Stock
Market Game. The game which is played
in one of the 8th-grade social studies
classes teaches students how to navigate investing. Congressman Scott spent
the afternoon answering student questions on finance and government as an
advocate for financial education.
VMS also held its first annual career

day this year. We had around
30 total businesses and careers
represented. VMS students
moved between booths examining various career opportunities.
Presenters were able to interact
with students one on one as
they gave demonstrations and
explained the skills necessary for
their specific career.
VMS students have diverse
opportunities for learning. One
lab experiment demonstrated how
scientists use indirect methods to
learn the structures of atoms and
explain their behaviors by having
students deduce the contents of a box based on indirect evidence
such as sound and magnetic effect. Students have built series and
parallel electrical circuits. Seventh graders studying human body
systems had an opportunity to dissect frogs to compare the frogs’
bodies to the human body and identify survival adaptations in the
frog. Math students use Google Classroom discussion boards to
collectively complete
error analysis of math
problems. In Introduction to Business and
Technology, students got
to use green screens
to create pictures of
themselves in exotic
locations. Our girls PE
students even got to
learn how to roller skate. As a culminating activity, many students
participated in the VMS science fair and conducted independent
experiments to demonstrate their mastery of the scientific method.
Our VMS students had many opportunities to show their mastery and skills in various areas. Students continued to demonstrate
reading level growth throughout the year and were treated to various outdoor activities and treats in celebration of success. Several
students brought home awards in the 2017-2018 Martin Luther
King Jr. poem and poster contest. VMS’s Math Team participated
in the Valdosta State University Middle Grades Math Competition
and placed in the top 3 out of 19 teams. One of our sixth graders
won first place out of all competing sixth
graders at the math competition. VMS also
had 8 students to be selected to participate
in the Duke University Talent Search.
Accolades are not limited to academic
areas but also extend to the arts at VMS.
First, we welcomed a new band director this
year, Mr. Alex Washington. Mr. Washington is
a recent graduate of Valdosta State University where he played trumpet in the VSU
Jazz Ensemble, Wind Ensemble, and the
Blazin’ Brigade, VSU’s marching band. Mr.
Washington also performed with the Valdosta symphony orchestra and is a member of
Kappa Kappa Psi, National Honorary Band
Fraternity. Mr. Washington and assistant
band director, Joy Grimsley, led students
in a variety of performances, festivals, and
competitions at district, region, and state

levels.
Student performers in all grade
levels prepared pieces for the District Solo and Ensemble Festival
where they earned superior and
excellent ratings. Beginning in the
fall, VMS band students competed
for positions in the Georgia Music
Educators Association 8th District
Honor Band and Georgia All-State
Band. Nine students were chosen
for the District Honor and Clinic
Bands. Four of those students
moved on to audition for a seat
in the Georgia All-State Band.
The seventh-grade Concert Band
and eighth-grade Symphonic Band also performed at the District
8 GMEA Large Group Performance Evaluation. This year, the 7th
grade VMS Concert Band scored Excellent on both the prepared
concert performance and sight-reading. 8th Grade Symphonic
Band received 1 Superior and 2 Excellents on their concert and
Superior on their sight reading.
Valdosta Middle School has one of the most active theatre departments in the area. Under the direction of Mrs. Toni Jarvis, the
VMS Players perform five main stage shows in the fall, compete in
the state level one-act festival, have an active Jr. Thespian’s troupe
and perform a massive musical in the spring.
This past year the VMS Players presented Parents Just Don’t
Understand, The Hobbit, and Evening of Shorts and Skits as their
main stage fall productions. They traveled to Carrollton, Ga for the
State One Act Festival, where they received superior ratings, best
sound design, and two cast members were named into the All-Star
Cast. This fall the 8th-grade production of The Hobbit was presented to the 7th grade ELA students of VMS in conjunction with their
GA Common Core Standards within the novel. In the spring, 185
students came together on stage for five performances of Spamalot, Young at Part. Three of these performances were especially
rewarding as over 2000 students from VCS were treated to an
incredible theatrical experience.
Within the VMS Players, we have a very active honor society
for theatre students, The Jr. Thespian Society. Jr. Thespians have
been active this year by hosting a silent auction for Broadway
Cares, which rose over $200 to be donated to the organization to
help with the fight
against AIDS. These
students also attended the State Thespian Conference. At
this conference, a
member of the VMS
Players, Zachary
Williams, was named
State Officer for next
year. The Jr. Thespians presented a
student-directed show
to raise money to
help offset the cost
for students to attend
summer intensive
camps. These scholarships were awarded
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Valdosta Middle continued ...

at the spring drama honors ceremony.
At VMS, we strive to give all students meaningful learning
opportunities to prepare them for the vast number of possibilities open to them as they move forward with their education

and lives. We hope to spark student interest, motivation, and
ownership of their future academic success. We hope not
only to improve the lives of our students but hope thereby to
improve our community locally and globally.

UNITED

proudly supports

Valdosta City Schools

ValdoSta high School

gradUation
2018
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Let’s Go Places

Valdosta High wins Region 1-6A's All-Sport trophy
By: Derrick Davis
The 2017-18 school year was a strong one for Valdosta High athletics.
In fact, on May 30, VHS was recognized as the best in Region 1-6A
when the Wildcats were awarded the All-Sports trophy.
Each region in the state competes for an annual All-Sports award. Winners are determined by compiling each school’s points which are allocated according to each sport’s final standings in the region. Ten points are
awarded to the school that wins the region title, the runners-up receive
eight points, six points go to third place and so on.
In the 2016-17 school year, Valdosta’s first under athletic director
Reginald Mitchell, the Wildcats accumulated the third-highest point total in
Region 1-6A.
A year later, Valdosta’s coaches, student-athletes and athletic department staff gathered for a photo with the All-Sports trophy in the school’s
gymnasium.
“To set this goal for the athletics programs, which means athletics
programs are doing well, to reach it in a couple years’ time, I think we’re
heading in the right direction,” Mitchell said.
Though region championships for the Wildcats’ football and the boys
track teams were a boon to Valdosta’s score last year, it lacked the success in other areas, namely its girls athletic programs needed to win the
coveted All-Sports trophy.
Dedicated to elevating its girls programs, Valdosta found balance in the
form of region titles in girls’ basketball and golf, and second-place finishes
in girls tennis and soccer to complement region championships in boys
track, soccer and wrestling, and region runners-up in boys’ basketball and
tennis.
But the Wildcats aren’t satisfied yet.
Now, Mitchell and the collective Valdosta athletic department have
sights set on the 6A classification’s equivalent of the All-Sports award —
the Director’s Cup.
Valdosta still has a bit of a climb to make to draw within serious contention of the prestigious award, but it’s trending in the right direction.
“Two of the goals I gave the coaches is, ‘Let’s win the All-Sports trophy
award for our region, and let’s win the Director’s Cup,’” Mitchell said. “So,
we’re definitely aiming for the Director’s Cup next, but we want to consistently win the All-Sports trophy award.”
Derrick Davis is the sports editor at the Valdosta Daily Times.

VALDOSTA HIGH
Class Act: New

Valdosta High School ready

By: Kimberly Cannon, former Valdosta Daily Times reporter
It began as 110 acres of wooded land. A total of 184
acres.
The new Valdosta High School is now a 428,680-squarefoot facility, three stories tall and with more than 100 classrooms.
But, it’s more than those walls, more
than brick and mortar, to those who will
be within it.
“Valdosta High is not just a building,”
Raquel Goddard, a VHS senior, said. “It is
the people who walk its halls.”
Goddard spoke at the VHS ribbon-cutting and dedication held Saturday, April
14.
She said the school’s identity was created by the culmination of its students.
“Our all-encompassing Wildcats legacy extends beyond our famed football
team,” she said. “Valdosta High fosters
the dreams of the tenacious athletes, the
wildly imaginative actors, the bewitching
writers, the hopelessly romantic artists, the rational scientists and mathematicians, the tremendously committed
band members and the pleasantly argumentative debaters
who give this school its identity.”
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She said that identity is now paired with an equally
remarkable campus.
“After decades of developing our reputation and honing
our legacy, we now possess a campus as spirited and bold
as its student body, past, present and future,” Goddard said.
Walter Altman, principal architect of
record for the VHS project, spoke to the
significance of those who roam within VI
IS, those whom Goddard highlighted.
“This school won’t come alive until the
students get here, the teachers get here
and the administrators get here” Altman
said. “That’s when the blood will really run
through this thing, and all of that tradition
and legacy is going to change the world
for better, just like it’s been doing since it
started.”
Preparing the students for infinite
possibilities is the vision of Valdosta City
Schools, Superintendent Dr. Todd Cason
said. He said the new VHS will provide the
tools and resources to make that vision a
reality.
“It is possible for every student that walks through the
doors of this new high school to achieve greatness if they
so choose to,” Cason said. “Everything here is at your hand.

SCHOOL
for 2018-19 school year
Everything you need for a brighter future is at your hand.”
Valdosta Board of Education Chair Liz Shumphard said
the board members were responsible for the decisions made
in building the new VHS, and she said the students were on
the forefront of the board’s thoughts.
“We as board members want what is best for our students,” Shumphard said. “We want them to feel comfortable
in their learning environment.”
At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the school was dedicated
with the public participating.
“In dedicating this school, we - the parents, teachers,
administrators, students and friends of Valdosta High School
- join together to pledge to give our young people the best

educational opportunities,” the Service of Dedication read.
“May this new school, now and in the future, stand for excellence in the education of our most precious resources - our
children.”
Following the dedication, the large crowd gathered at the
front steps of the new VHS resounded in a unified “Go Cats.”
“Our success at Valdosta High School is your success,
so thank you,” Dr. Janice Richardson, VHS principal, said to
the community before they entered the doors to tour the new
state-of-the-art high school.
The school officially opens for class on August 8, with the
start of the 2018-19 academic year.
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A ROARInG TRADITIOn
Sometimes the most time-honored traditions begin almost
by accident. Such is the case with the individually customized
megaphones carried by Valdosta Wildcat Cheerleader on
Friday nights. In 1992, Teresa Middleton joined the Valdosta
High School Art Department, working under the guidance of
her mentor, Patsy Smith. The cheerleading sponsor asked
Ms. Smith and Ms. Middleton to paint the megaphones that
were used by the cheerleaders each year. For the next seven
years, the two of them worked side by side in an assembly
line of paint to create the Wildcat megaphones. The early
megaphones were adorned with each cheerleader’s name as
well as a wildcat head and paw prints. Following Ms. Smith’s
retirement in 2000, Ms. Middleton worked to continue the
megaphone tradition. A few years passed, and the megaphone customization began to evolve. A group of senior cheerleaders requested the addition of a cap on the Wildcat and the
graduation year for each cheerleader. Bows were added to the
megaphones of underclassmen, and the tradition of personalization was born.

art department to be involved in the spirit of the school.” A
self-described “military brat,” Ms. Middleton moved frequently
and never experienced a school with the tradition of Valdosta High.”Valdosta was like a family, and working there was
like coming home,” she said. Although she retired from her
teaching position in 2017, Ms. Middleton has not retired from
tradition of painting megaphones. She now creates a personalized megaphone for each VHS cheerleader from the art
studio in her home.
We caught up with
Ms. Middleton in June,
as the first batch of
freshly painted megaphones were being
picked up by their excited owners. The girls explained that they each
provided Ms. Middleton
with an idea of their interests and likes, along
with their favorite colors and quotes. They were very eager to
see how Ms. Middleton had brought their ideas to life through
her own personal interpretation. Sophomore Maggie Tarpley
requested a vintage Volkswagen van and cheerleaders. Upon
seeing her newly customized megaphone, Maggie said, “I am
thrilled with the outcome, and I knew I could not never trust
myself with something like this.”
Ashton Edenfield, a junior, arrived to pick up her megaphone with her mother Ansley, who was a varsity cheerleader
from 1998-2000. For inspiration, Ashton gave Ms. Middleton a
picture of a lion she wanted portrayed as a wildcat. She was
excited to see the lion turned wildcat along with Ms. Middle-

It did not take long for the customization of megaphones
to become one of the most cherished parts of being a Wildcat
Cheerleader. Around 2006, a group of cheerleaders in Ms.
Middleton’s Advanced Placement Art Class decided to work
along side Ms. Middleton to help customize their megaphones.
The megaphones became a visual representation of each
cheerleader’s unique
personality. Since many
cheerleaders were not
enrolled in Ms. Middleton’s class, they began
turning in their megaphones each year with
requests for personalization.
Ms. Middleton said,
“Working on the megaphones helped the
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ton’s illustrations
of the other ideas she
submitted. Like all of the
cheerleaders that day, Ashton
was beyond pleased with the finished
product. Her mother said, “Watching Ashton participate in
this tradition that I enjoyed so much brings back so many
memories.” She added, “I am excited that Ashton will get
to experience Friday nights just as I did.” Ms. Edenfield
hopes that the tradition will still be alive when her youngest daughter, Elizabeth, attends Valdosta High School in
four years.
Seniors Sayla Boyd and Cloey Mulgrew knew their final
megaphone reveal would be a bittersweet moment. Their
designs had changed over the years, but they included
some of the same elements for their final megaphones.
Both girls chose a special wildcat way to express themselves. Sayla requested an image of hands making the

VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL

Valdosta “V” with
the quote “Respect
the V,” and Cloey requested the wildcat head that had
been on the cheerleaders’ uniforms the
previous year. Cloey explained, “I wanted to use that image
because it will be retired this year.” For these seniors, their
final megaphones are just another reminder that their time
at VHS is quickly drawing to a close.
The respect Ms. Middleton has for this tradition was
clearly visible as she handed each cheerleader her personalized megaphone. Generations of cheerleaders have
shared this tradition; and like all great traditions, it has
grown in popularity and even spread to other schools. Custom painted megaphones can now be seen on the sidelines
of other local high schools, but this roaring tradition was
born in the art department of Valdosta High.
“We can learn a lot from tradition.” ~ Teresa Middleton

on
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CAT CAMP A FReSHMAn TRADITIOn
CONNECTING MIDDLE

TO

HIGH SCHOOL

By: Brian Law
For the past 12 years Valdosta High School has afforded
rising 9th graders the opportunity to participate in a week
long summer transition camp. The camp is for three hours
each day for a week. During the time in camp,
freshman participate in various activities
that will help them to be successful as
they enter high school. The camp
is facilitated by the Freshman
School Counselor with a collaboration with Valdosta State
University school counseling
interns.
Students participate in team
building and leadership exercises as well as high school information sessions. The camp is designed
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to help students feel more comfortable in high school.
Each day features a theme which ranges from differences
in middle and high school, high school study skills, getting
involved, handling teen peer pressure,
expectations of behavior and attendance, soft skills training and
college and career readiness.
The week concludes
with a visit on Friday to
Valdosta State University
where students learn
from university personnel
about what they need to
be doing in 9th grade to
prepare for college admissions as well as dual enrollment
opportunities. Campers get a tour
of the residence halls and college classrooms. The day concludes as parents are invited to
celebrate the completion of Cat CAMP while students share
their knowledge with parents. The campers are encouraged
to share their knowledge with peers and become leaders at
VHS.
This original summer transition camp has become a
legend and has been adapted by many schools across the
country. Schools use their mascot and adapt the lessons
that have been shared with other school counselors to fit
their school needs.

CONGRATUL ATIONS

Valdosta High School!
We believe in the long-term impact of investing in our
youth through both economic and educational means. Our
combined passion can open a world of hope and possibilities
that help build knowledge, confidence and skills.
georgiapower.com/education

JuST DAnCe
By: Brian Law
Each year the City of Valdosta celebrates the Azalea Festival in Drexel Park on the 2nd Saturday and Sunday of March.
Beneath the Georgia pines and canopy of southern moss this free event draws arts and crafts vendors, entertainment, food,
and spectators from inside and outside of the Greater Valdosta area to include other states. The event hosts more than 25, 000
people each year.
Student dancers in the dance class at VHS share their choreography with spectators who are drawn to the multicultural
dances. VHS dance director, Karen Carson-Cook is always proud to share this art with the community to promote the arts in
education. VHS offers a wide variety of electives in its fine arts department. Students are allowed to express themselves through
music, theatre, visual arts and dance.
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GeORGIA GOVeRnOR’S
HOnORS PROGRAM

FInALISTS

By: Christopher Vietas, VHS IB Class of 2018
The Governor’s Honors Program, commonly abbreviated as “GHP,” offers a specialized approach to education, different from
a typical high school class: motivated students are learning solely to learn - for the sheer joy of it. The four week long experience is offered to rising juniors and seniors in the state of Georgia who make it through the rigorous selection process. The
past few years, Valdosta High School has been represented by one student at the program, with Lorna Chitty (Social Studies)
in 2015, Walker Tillman (Communicative Arts) in 2016, and Christopher Vietas (Mathematics) in 2017. This year, Valdosta High
School will be represented by three students: Albert Kang (Mathematics), Fola Asebiomo (Communicative Arts), and Chunjin
Park (Science). Valdosta also had two alternates, Sophia Noll (Music) and Raquel Goddard (Communicative Arts).
This summer, they will spend four weeks at Berry College (the new location as of 2017, previously held at Valdosta State
University) studying topics within their “major.” They will also have the opportunity to choose a “minor” and expand their knowledge by selecting a secondary topic of high interest with which they are more unfamiliar. Sometimes, there are even minors
such as “songwriting” or “ballroom dancing.” Throughout the program, many different seminars, concerts and dances are held
to make the program fun and ensure that students interact with cohorts outside their major. The Governor’s Honors Program
is designed to take high-achieving students of different backgrounds and introduce them to different approaches to thinking as
well as challenge them with academic material. Chunjin Park says, “While I am excited to explore my passion for science at
GHP, I am even more excited to learn alongside other passionate students from all over Georgia.” Georgia’s Governor’s Honors Program is unique because it hosts all the different disciplines at once, creating a colorful environment that is not found at
many summer programs. Additionally, the program is entirely free to those chosen to attend, the top 2% of Georgia’s secondary
schools.
GHP truly is a transformative experience. Past students come back to high school the next year with a wider, deeper perspective of their major and the world in general. Networking with the other students in Georgia turns into lifelong friendships
over the four short weeks that are spent at the program. GHP Alumni go on to become the politicians, doctors, scientists, actors
and musicians that impact Georgia and the rest of the world (Donald Glover, a.k.a “Childish Gambino” attended GHP in 2000
for Theatre). Fola, Chunjin and Albert will embark on their adventure on June 17th, 2018.

DRAMA
By: Raquel Goddard
High school theater is sometimes viewed as an afterthought, not meriting the same attention as more mainstream
high school pursuits, but this relatively abstract art form
succeeds in creating a sense of identity in students. The Valdosta High School drama club provides ample examples of
creativity and ingenuity. Through ably performed productions,
the student actors impressed the audience members with
their level of maturity and commitment.
Giving a seasoned performance may be out of the realm
of possibility for some underaged actors, but the stars of Valdosta High School’s drama club never fail to impress, thanks
to their extraordinary teacher, Ricardo Ipina. By rehearsing
daily, the program puts on a year’s-worth of unconventional
shows, year in and year out.
The drama club opened up the year with a cabaret, in
which the cast performed hit broadway songs from musicals
like A Chorus Line, Into the Woods, Wicked, and Guys and
Dolls. This performance was one
of the club’s many dinner theaters,
with delicious meals prepared
by the drama teacher, Mr. Ipina.
Each student takes to the stage
for a performance different than
the one before it, making it a great
night of dinner and entertainment.
Earning many laughs from the
audience, the cabaret is always a
favorite.
For the program’s one act
competition, they performed
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“Failure: A Love Story”, a dark comedy set in the 1920s,
about a man crossed in love. Mortimer Mortimer falls in love
with each of the three charming Fail sisters, dooming them
to die in ascending order. In spite of the fantastical, avant
garde fashion, the play manages to be upbeat and candid by
delving into topics such as love, loss and impending death.
With refreshingly funny moments and devastating deaths, the
audience wilts with sadness and bursts out with laughter.
At Christmas, the troupe presented a renaissance style
dinner theater titled, “A Madrigal Dinner.” Using biblical
stories and a play within a play, this dinner theater promised
to entertain. The audience got to participate as members of
the king’s court while the students heralded the courses with
Christmas carols. People in attendance paid to have fellow
audience members insulted, ate an authentic boar’s head
and spent the night watching a comedic take on oft-told bible
stories.
“Drinking Habits” was the
year’s fast-paced farce, filled
with mistaken identities and
slammed doors. This slapstick
comedy features quirky nuns
clandestinely making wine
in order to save their ailing
convent. The show incorporates Catholic jokes, men in
drag and physical comedy
that tested the actors’ comedic
timing. Staying true to farce
style, the show maintained an

ALL THe WORLD’S

A
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VHS
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abundance of human error and
misunderstandings.
For their spring musical, the
cast donned nun outfits once
again for their production of
“Sister Act”. This disco-musical
follows a crass showgirl who has
to hide out in a pure and chaste
convent after she witnesses
her mob boss boyfriend murder
someone. Based off the Whoopi
Goldberg movie from the 90s, the
students performed against high
standards and did not fall short
of expectations. The actors got a
chance to showcase their incredible vocal power in a performance
that supersedes the norm for
most high school productions.
The Drama Club closed the
year with its annual recital on May
18th.
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GeORGIA CITIeS

JOb SHADOW DAy

Creating Future Legendary Leaders
By: Brian Law
For the last nine years, Valdosta High School 10th grade
AVID students have participated in Georgia Cities Week Job
Shadowing. The City of Valdosta sponsors the state wide cities week locally to recognize the work and growth in our city.
AVID 10th graders are afforded the opportunity to shadow
various workers in different departments/divisions to bring
awareness of the operations of local
government and learn what makes
Valdosta “A City Without Limits”. Students spend several hours on job sites
to get a behind the scenes look at
operations. Students then return to their peers, system employees, board members, parents and city leaders to deliver
oral reports on their experiences.
The goal of the initiative is to expose these
college going students to various career
opportunities that they may have not considered. The exposure would hopefully help
these young people to consider returning to
Valdosta as leaders of our community. The event becomes
a planning phase of economic growth by teaching our future
leaders to become the next legends that will lead the community.
The shadowing experience not only exposes students to
future careers but also the functions of city government. The
knowledge they gain from the experience with the various
departments/divisions filtrates into
the homes of our families as the
students share what makes the city
work. Students learn many interesting facts from budgeting and finance, downtown development, recycling and community sanitation, how many gallons
of water are piped into homes daily and where the waste
water is returned. They learn about criminal justice through
the municipal courts, crime investigations from the police department and the quick response time of the fire department.
Students and city workers look forward to the event every
year. Students leave displaying a renewed sense of pride and
respect for the city.
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PADGeTT CHITTy:
By: Raquel Goddard
Wearing men’s clothing and beat up Vans, Padgett Chitty manages to not just be the best golfer on the course, but also the most
original one. Chitty has been refining her elite skills since she
was twelve years old and the work has paid off. The rising senior
is going into her final year of high school as the number one
golfer for Valdosta High School.
Chitty’s introduction to golf had little to do with passion, but
rather just a desire to branch out from soccer, which she had
played through fifth grade. When she entered the sixth grade she
told her parents she wanted to try something new, with an interest in
either golf or fencing.
Shortly after this declaration, Padgett learned that finding a fencing coach
was almost impossible and leaned towards golf instead. Since those early days,
Chitty has
devoted enough hours and put forth enough effort and commitment to secure her position as the number two golfer in sectionals and in May, she finished eighth in the state. As far as her success goes, Padgett credits it with her nonstop practice,
working on the golf course every day, weather-permitting.
Her parents take her golf just as seriously as she does, and over the years have discouraged activities that might jeopardize her arms or wrists, such as jumping on trampolines, roller skating and skateboarding. Her father attends all of her
summer tournaments, but as a special education teacher he can’t attend most of her high school ones. Prior to her being able
to drive, her mother would take her to the Valdosta Country Club to practice every day. They have always been strict about the
weather, not letting her risk playing in the rain, potential lightning or extreme temperatures.
Padgett says that it is difficult for her to maintain her grades with her strenuous International Baccalaureate schedule and
grueling golf routine, yet she rises to the occasion, making impressive achievements in both areas.
Her goal is to earn a spot and a scholarship, on a college golf team. Her parents would like her to stay close, but she’s
also fielding interest from out of state schools.
Scholarships aside, Padgett particularly enjoys the sport. After more than six years of playing, golf still manages to be fun
for Padgett. Tournaments are her favorite part and she will spend the summer attending many. First up is the All Star Tournament, followed by the Georgia Amateur Tournament.
When asked if she has any advice for aspiring young golfers, Padgett Chitty’s recommendation is to work relentlessly,
every day, over the years, to build skill and experience, just as she has.
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MISS
VHS
A Legend in Time
By: Brian Law
With Spring comes the Miss VHS Pageant. This year
thirteen young ladies took to the stage for the Miss VHS
Scholarship pageant. Contestants participated in interview,
spirit/casual wear, evening gown and talent competition
with the top five participating in on stage interviews
culminating in the crowning of Miss VHS 2018. Miss
VHS will receive a $5000 scholarship at the conclusion of her reign next year after completing the
appearances and other public relations requirements. The first runner up receives a $1000
scholarship and the third runner up receives a
$350 scholarship.
The Miss VHS pageant was brought back a
few years ago after a short hiatus. The return
of the pageant was a chance to revamp the
event. Added to the pageant was the addition
of talent and a spirit wear category. Further,
the contestants participated in community
service learning by volunteering at schools to
promote literacy as well as in nursing homes
to help residents. Contestants designed
shadow boxes to show personalities and compete for the people’s choice award through
fund raising. The top prize was increased to a
scholarship of $5000 for the winner to further
her education.
Congratulations Miss VHS 2018, Brooke
Meindl, 1st runner up, Sarah Creamer and 2nd
runner up, Kenyatta Williams. Brooke is the 16
year old daughter of Arnie and Rebecca Meindl.
Brooke is a member of the drama club and band.
She enjoys acting, modeling, and singing. Brooke recently won best supporting actress at the region competition. She plans to pursue a career in acting.
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InTeRnATIOnAL bACCALAuReATe

CAMPInG TRIP

By: Simran Patel, Khyati Patel, Allison Parker, Christopher Vietas
The IB Camping Trip serves as a unique escape to the
natural world - a stress-free respite before the final exams
and papers that occur at the culmination of the International Baccalaureate program in May. The IB seniors attended
the 7th annual IB camping trip at T.H. Stone Memorial St.
Joseph Peninsula State Park, near Cape San Blas, Florida.
The IB program’s reign officially ends with three weeks of
subject-specific examinations (or often referred to by IB as
“papers” since intense writing is involved) that cover the past
two years of material for six classes. The last semester of

senior year becomes the most stressful period
of school for the students who participate in
the courses; something that is not normally
true for other students. Rob. Grimes proposed
this trip to the board in 2012 so the students
can interact with nature and explore different
environments, which is what the IB program
emphasizes. St. Joseph’s State Peninsula Park
was the perfect place to camp with its site right
next to the pristine beach with its high dunes,
pristine sandy beaches, and clear blue ocean.
The highlights of this adventure trip included
watching the sunrise and sunsets, long walks on the beach,
and the delectable culinary repast such as low country boil,
fresh corn chowder, breakfast in a cup, and s’mores that Mr.
Grimes prepared for all the students and chaperones.
Friday morning consisted of driving at 6:00 am to reach the
campsite early, and set up tents and unpack, so that everyone
could enjoy as much Friday sunshine at the ocean’s edge as
possible. The drive there was so beautiful as we passed undeveloped acreage right alongside the bay. Students carpooled
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with one another to enjoy the three and a half hour drive. Most
students made long playlists, including their favorite songs
as well as throwback songs. The long ride there was filled
with views of fields and the beach. The windows were rolled
down in every car to maximize enjoyment of the sea breeze.
Halfway there, we stopped at a local restaurant for brunch at
a place called The Pearl! All the camp goers filled their hungry
tummies with brunch/breakfast entrees such as omelets, grits,
biscuits, and freshly made pancakes.
After brunch, there was only an hour left till everyone
reached the campsite. Everyone was excited now that the destination was so close.
Upon reaching the site, everyone was quick
to change into their swimming suits and run
to the beach and feel the warm sand. After
a couple of enjoyable hours at the beach,
students worked collaboratively to set up
their tents. Some of the students were
Eagle scouts and their expertise helped
with setting up the campsites. Reed Deane,
IB senior said, “I started camping as a cub
scout as a child and spent many years with
my family going outdoors to learn outdoor
skills and scout values.”
As the afternoon sun came
up, the students were eager to
explore the nature trails that led
to interesting areas. Many bird
species were spotted hanging
out in the tall trees.
“We saw little fishes by the
bay area who were all swimming
in a group. My friends and I were
amazed by the views by the bay
area,” said Alli Parker. Other
than fish in the ocean, many
students came across other
animals such as deer, raccoons, palm rats, birds, crabs, and
others.
We patiently waited for the sunset on Friday evening.
Everyone was awed by the sun setting on the beach. The
beautiful pink sky was a great place for pictures and bonding
with classmates. Later that night, everyone gathered to eat
dinner which was a delicious barbecue. There were hotdogs,
hamburgers and veggie burgers. After dinner, most students
went on a walk and went crabbing which was very interesting.

There were many crabs on the ocean especially at night. To
conclude the day, s’mores were roasted in the fire and everyone enjoyed a gooey treat.
On Saturday morning, some students were excited about
have a morning run on the beach right before the sunrise. “A
morning run on the beach was the perfect way to start off Saturday morning. The best part was listening to the waves and
discovering interesting things such as a skeleton. We even got
to see crabs out of their holes and crawling about
on the beach!” exclaimed Omni Patel, an IB senior
who went on the morning run. Other students chose
to wake up a little later, just in time to go watch the
sunrise. Everyone piled into the back of Mr. Grimes’s
truck and rode to the bay side of the park. Christopher said, “we had so much fun even though it was
briskly cold during the early hours of the day.” As the
sun rose, a beautiful day emerged filled with light.
For breakfast, many students ate a breakfast in a cup
with grits and their choice of meat along with other
foods like muffins and cinnamon rolls.
Directly after breakfast, most students rushed to
the beach to enjoy the good weather and soak up
the sun, but when the boys returned to their tent,
they found that a racoon had ripped a hole in the
side of their tent the previous night. Word of advice:
do not keep food in the tent. After the commotion was over,
students engaged in activities such as volleyball and football
in the sand and swam afterwards to cool off. The chilly water
and the warm sun were a perfect combination. Throughout the
day, everyone went on many walks on the beach to go sea
shell collecting. St. Joseph’s Peninsula was filled with shells all
over the shore and everyone wanted special souvenirs from
this memorable trip.
Later that evening, Mr. Grimes made his famous corn

chowder made with cream, potatoes, corn and his secret
variety of spices. Most students devoured multiple bowls of
it and kept asking for more. After the snack, everyone gathered back to the beach to see the sunrise and had a class
photoshoot. The beautiful pink sky was a perfect backdrop for
students to take pictures. After
sharing a magical moment on
the beach, everyone returned

to the campsite to enjoy a
low country boil. The shrimp
was absolutely fantastic, and
Steven Chen especially appreciated the shrimp, proclaiming
them “the absolute best - I’ve never eaten shrimp like this!”
As the night winded down, the IB seniors shared their last few
moments of serenity together before packing up for the trip
back home the next day.
The IB camping trip may have included a few bug-bites,
sunburns and raccoon raids, but the IB class of 2018 has
never been closer, and approached exams rested and ready
to earn that prestigious IB diploma!
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4TH AnnuAL

Ib InTeRnATIOnAL
FOOD FeSTIVAL
By: Simran Patel
On March 23, 2018, the International Baccalaureate (IB)
students at Valdosta High School held their Fourth Annual
International Food Festival. IB students made dishes from
different countries such as samosas from India, crepes from
France, lumpia from the Philippines, and numerous other
dishes from other places they’ve either been to or aspire to
travel to. Local restaurants donated their signature dishes to
the festival: Empanadas and More, Tai Chiang, Ichiban, Sam’s
BBQ, Big Nick’s, Rodeo, and China Wok II. Superintendent
Dr. Todd Cason and principal Dr. Janice Richardson enjoyed
joining close to 100 students and 200 staffers for lunch.
Mary Leigh Moseley, an IB junior stated, “The empanadas from Empanadas and More were my favorite food at the
festival - I love the crispy fried texture of the exterior coupled
with the spiced meat inside.” The food festival, founded and directed by IB Theory of Knowledge teacher, Rob Grimes, was
open to all faculty and staff from Valdosta High School. Every
staff member - not just faculty - but from lunchroom, secretarial, administrative, and custodial is invited to try delightful and
exotic fare during all three lunch periods. Exchange students
and the International Club of Valdosta High School also participated in the food festival, as well as parent volunteers who
cooked and served: Mattia Goddard, Debra Petermann, B.J.
Pyrzenski, Karen Noll, Amy Sharon, Mary Gerber, Jennifer
Vietas, Sara Jackson, Mouryed Hassouna, Susan Wehling,
and Bina Patel. Seeing these parents don their favorite
aprons and hustle the never-ending buffet was an added plus
to guests.
After enjoying the delicious fare from around the world, IB
students played outdoor games that became fiercely competitive, but fun, like “Red Rover” and soccer. Those not running

around in the sunshine were able to have henna tattoos
painted on their hands and wrists. Henna is a temporary tattoo
used in the Arabian Peninsula and Indian subcontinent. Khyati
Patel, an IB senior and also one of the henna designers, elaborates, “I started doing henna designs when I was 7 years old,
and it has always been a fun hobby. I incorporated this activity
at the food festival because many of my friends love the idea
of having a temporary tattoo and embracing Indian culture.”
Most students received traditional designs such as peacocks,
paisley prints, other highly intricate designs and shapes; however, others requested a symbol representative of something
important to them like a cross, crescent moon, or the sun.
To conclude the festival, IB juniors and seniors
participated in a Holi festival. Holi is known as the “festival of
colors” and is celebrated especially in the Indian subcontinent.
Holi celebrates the coming of Spring and signifies the victory
of good over evil. For Holi, everyone throws color powder at
each other to build positive friendships. Students were given
packets of different color Holi powder, donated by Valdosta’s
Indian community. Typically, Holi powders are bright, neon-like
colors like pink, yellow and red to show how much people can
become covered with color. Everyone stood in a circle, and
at the end of a countdown, all started throwing the powder at
each other. The purpose is to become covered with as much
powder as possible. Christopher Vietas shares his reaction: “I
loved being covered in red, yellow and pink; even in my hair!
I felt the connection with the springtime, even though it was
briskly cold!” At the end, most people were covered from head
to toe in bright pink, yellow and red powder. The celebration
of Holi united the IB classes and everyone truly “got it” that we
are part of a larger global community.
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AnD

eDuCATIOn

By: Symiah Rainey
Students Mentoring In Life and Education (SMILE) is
a mentoring program that provides students with support,
motivation, and life skills to help them in today’s society. Smile
is designed to help promote student growth academically,
ethically, and socially. This program benefits students by providing them with motivational speakers who will enhance their
knowledge about furthering their education after high school.
SMILE pushes for student success throughout high school
and through college.
The goal of the program is to help VHS students achieve
their educational goals
of getting accepted
into college and being
successful. The SMILE
Program at Valdosta
High School has been
in existence on a limited
basis since 2004. Starting in the school year
2006-07, SMILE was
recognized by the Valdosta Board of Education as an extracurricular program available to
the entire VHS student body. John Miller is the founder/director
of the SMILE Program. Karen Cook (Avid, Dance Instructor,
Fine Arts Department Chair …) is the VHS SMILE Advisor.
SMILE has been in existence for 12 years. Smile is a
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non-profit organization that caters to young people who are
self-motivated, have good character, are good academically
but may have a difficult home situation (wide range of circumstances). Its main goal is to graduate them from COLLEGE.
SMILE students have won over $1.5 million in scholarship.
Over 99% of our seniors enroll in college in the fall after they
graduate. Every year the SMILE juniors go on a college tour
to approximately 10 colleges. Majority of the time those juniors attend one of the colleges that they tour. Mr. Miller and
Ms. Cook make a great support team for students participating in the SMILE
program. They
push students
to the best of
their abilities and
teach them professionalism. This
program helps
students mentally, emotionally,
and physically.
“I’ve become
a better student,
daughter and
friend since joining the SMILE program. I recommend the
SMILE program to any dedicated, motivated and hardworking
student at Valdosta High School.” – Symiah Rainey
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VALDOSTA HIGH PTO

PARenTS AnD VOLunTeeRS::A Key TO SuCCeSS

The Valdosta High School PTO
was quite active during the 20172018 school year. This year’s small
but determined group pulled off many
fantastic events. They started the
year off by welcoming 28 of the new
VHS teachers with great “Survival
Packs.” The school’s clothes closet
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underwent some much-needed organization and stocking all thanks to the
volunteer work of the PTO. Throughout the year they made sure the staff
felt appreciated with a delicious BBQ
luncheon, a Valentine’s treat day and
a special breakfast and ice cream
sundae buffet during teacher appreci-
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ation week.
This is just a small sampling of
the volunteer work of this outstanding PTO. All parents are invited to
the meetings and encouraged to get
involved at VHS. The success of a
school depends on the engagement
of parents.

VCS one of 38 Georgia districts to be awarded L4GA grant
State School Superintendent Richard Woods visited Pinevale Elementary
School to recognize school district's
receipt of the L4GA grant.
State School Superintendent Richard Woods announced on May 3, that
thirty-eight Georgia school districts were
officially approved to be awarded the Literacy for Learning, Living, and Leading
in Georgia (L4GA) grants by the Georgia Department of Education. Meghan
Frick from the Georgia Department of
Education wrote, "The goal of the L4GA
initiative is to improve student literacy
learning."
Valdosta City Schools (VCS) was
named as one of the awarded districts and will receive additional funds
to improve literacy for students, birth
through age 5, elementary, middle, and
high school, in order to ensure they are
reading on grade level and will graduate
college and career ready. Mr. Woods
presented a banner to Valdosta City
Schools in recognition of their receipt of
the L4GA grant on Tuesday, May 15 at
Pinevale Elementary School.
We believe it is because of our strong
school and district leadership team collaboration and partnerships with various
External Assistance Providers (EAPs)
that Valdosta City Schools will be awarded $2,977,247.69 for a period of three
years. The L4GA funding will supplement local, state, and federal funding the
district already receives. A few highlights
for allocation of funds include but are not
limited to the following:

• Provide books and resources to
increase literacy in the homes of families
and communities,
• Purchase a Data Management
System (DMS) to frequently analyze
assessments and adjust curriculum and
instruction to meet students’ learning
needs,

• Purchasing software to create
common and benchmark assessments,
• Purchase researched based
resources and materials to support systemic targeted interventions for students
significantly reading below grade level,
• Provide honorariums for VCS staff
leading PSC approved Reading Endorsement cohorts,
• Provide stipends for core content
teachers participating in professional
learning beyond contract time,
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• Purchase DIBELS Next Assessment Kits, PALS, PPVT, Reading Inventory Assessment Kits,
• Provide stipends for contracted services for literacy specialists to
address cognitive model of reading,
foundational literacy skill development,
and best instructional practices to look
for within the balanced literacy block,
• Provide funding for substitute costs
for extended release time for teacher
leaders to participate in vertical team
training, literacy planning, and release
time to observe literacy instruction in
model classrooms,
• Purchase instructional materials to
support writing in genres, across content
areas, and providing ongoing training
and support for the teaching of writing,
and
• Update technological devices (i.e.
replacement of printers and supplies
necessary for data reports and instruction, headphones, etc.).
Superintendent, Dr. Todd Cason,
stated, “Being one of the thirty-eight
districts to be awarded the L4GA
grant is evidence of the hard work and
dedication of our district and school
leadership as well as the support we
receive from community, business, and
education stakeholders. As we strive to
improve our students’ reading, comprehension, and writing skills, we believe
the L4GA resources will definitely allow
us to be more creative and laser-like focused when identifying evidence-based
resources and strategies for closing
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VALDOSTA
eARLy COLLeGe ACADeMy
By: Ingrid Hall
As I reflect on ten years of Valdosta
Early College Academy (VECA), I remember how excited and curious I was when
I heard Valdosta City Schools (VCS) had
agreed to partner with Valdosta State
University (VSU) to create an early college
program. An advisory board of representatives from VSU, VCS, business, and
community
organizations collaborated
to lay the
foundation
for VECA. It
was decided VECA
begin with
the sixth grade and add another class of
sixth graders every year to become a 6-12
program. Students in fifth grade applied to
attend VECA and an admissions committee selected students based on a specific
set of criteria. These critical decisions
have been essential to VECA’s continued
success.
I wanted to be involved with this innovative program and was selected to be
principal. Together with two highly qualified,
enthusiastic teachers, Lanita McDuffie and
Hilda Edgerton, VECA became a reality in
the VSU College of Education with a group
of 36 sixth graders. George Washington
Carver said “Education is understanding relationships.” From the beginning we realized
relationships were the essence of creating
and sustaining a culture of student centered
learning.
As the lead learner I saw myself as part
of a team of caring adults who guided students to discover a genuine love of learning.
VECA is truly an extraordinary community
of learners because of the love and energy
everyone gives to nurture positive, caring
relationships with a continued strong commitment to academic excellence.
Observing young, timid girls and boys
enter VECA then grow and develop into
confident, articulate young women and men
has been an amazing journey. During seven
years at VECA I made a contribution to the
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Legacy Class member Kahlia poses with sisters and
future VECA students, Tia and Tamia Alexander, who will
be seniors in the fall of 2018.

Students from VECA’s Legacy Class participate in a book
publishing at Valdosta State University.

growth, development, and success of young
people that is deeply personal and significant to me. I feel great joy seeing VECA

continue to enable students to “exceed to
succeed.”

The Class of 2018 reflects on their early college experience and
dreams big for the future...

Capstone Project

By: Traci Jones
VECA’s seniors have just completed their Capstone Project. An inquiry-based, self-directed learning experience, The Capstone Project “serves as a way to allow students to
uniquely show their talents related to” a career, major area of interest or a social issue, “reflecting on who they are while showing what they want to do; the project provides students
with the opportunity to explore a major or career of personal or professional interest and
to address the latest trends or issues through focused study and applied research.” These
students have used their senior year, through the help of their adviser, Traci Jones, and
a series of professionals, professors, instructors and mentors, to explore everything from
prison reform to midwifery. Seniors will present their findings before an authentic audience of
experts in their field of study.
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VECA: Leaving a Legacy

Senior Voices

Joel Borgella: I didn’t know what I truly wanted to pursue
until I realized that Public Health was one of the careers I was
very fond of. One of my inspirations was Mr. Chastang. He
came to my school in 9th grade to teach a course on abstinence, relationships, and ways to live a healthy lifestyle, and
from then on, I was hooked, surprisingly. I felt connected with
what he was teaching and the testimonies he gave about his
experiences in the field and it really spoke to me. After the
course, it was apparent to me that Public Health was something that I could see myself pursuing in the near future. . . I
want to pursue a career in environmental science.
Jamal Grant: There seems to be something elegant yet tedious about being a Pharmacist. This is why I choose to make
a career out of being one. . . My experience with the Capstone
project has only further solidified my decision of becoming a
pharmacist by allowing me to research the issues surrounding
pharmaceutical practices such as opioid abuse and what it
takes to become a pharmacist.
Antonio Johnson: Ever since I was younger, I wanted to
become an all-out pilot that will be well-prepared to be called
in and on active duty. Last October, I took the ASVAB and my
scores came back better than average so I turned my focus to
the United States Air Force.
Katelyn Mays: My Capstone this year was centered around
social work. Though I am going into the military, I don’t want
that to be where my life ends. While serving, I plan on going
to college and getting a degree in social work and pursuing a
career. Doing this project has enlightened me to what being
a social worker will actually be like. My view of the job hasn’t
changed because I love children and if anything I want the job
more. The Capstone also taught me more about how to handle
and respond to children. In all, I feel like I learned a lot about
social work in general and was not disappointed with my shadowing experience.
Alaysha Taylor: For my Capstone project, I chose to do my
project on Behavioral Psychology simply because it interests
me to find out why people act the way they act and what may
cause them to behave that way. From my experience, I know
that this is definitely something that I would like to continue on
and develop a career in. I’m not quite sure what I’m going to
narrow it down to as far as being a clinical psychologist, social
work, and so forth, but it is a must.
Terrica Denson: Originally, I wanted to do my Capstone
over the concept of rehabilitation. I wanted to focus primarily
on those who have had trouble in the legal system. I initially
planned to visit some of the local rehabilitation programs…

shadowing Ms. Amy at Behavioral Health, the departmental
head for Valdosta’s drug rehabilitation program. In doing so
I realized that I could begin to assist those with their rehabilitation without actually stepping into a courtroom. With this
new-found experience and insight, I plan to major in Sociology
at Spelman College and pursue a career as a defense attorney.
Ma’at Chastang: At this point in my life, one of the most
frequently asked questions to me is “what do you want to be
when you grow up?” During my research of the best jobs to
have, dentists were in the top spot consistently because of
flexible work schedules, high pay, and moderate stress levels.
I noticed that minorities are heavily underrepresented in the
dentistry field. I am both African-American and female, so I felt
that it would be a statement to pursue the career and devote
my Capstone project to it. After spending the time doing the
research, I’m still not sure if dentistry is the field that I will
choose. I am thankful, because the Capstone project gave me
insight and knowledge about dentists; however, I still believe
that I have more research to do in other career fields before I
make a life-long commitment.
Brandon Booker: Through the years, I have liked and
shared an extensive amount of content from Facebook pages
centered around mental health and mental illnesses, which
encouraged me to create my own page for the mental support
of others. I have also been working with the school’s counselor [which] has shed light on the many types of mental health
professionals, and has given me hope and reassurance that
marriage and family therapy is the right field for me.
Samuel Sandwell: The past few months or so, I had the
chance to shadow Dr. Brovey, an Apple Distinguished Educator and also known officially as “The Portable Prof.” I learned
a great variety of information about the technology used by
my school itself and how we can manipulate it to make tasks
easier for everyone, but also about other types of technology. We talked about the functionality and accessibility of the
AirDrop system, the limitations of wired devices, and how we
could make a fully functional information system that is both
easily accessible and readable for students, parents, and
just about everyone in between. I think that the time I spent
with both Dr. Brovey and Mr. Marshall really helped strengthen my understanding of technology in general, and will be
invaluable material for when I go off into pursuing my major
in Computer Science.
Jayde Alford: I’ve never thought about working in the
medical field because blood disgusts me and I hate to see
people in bad conditions, which is why this shadowing/projects’
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VECA continued ...
experience was perfect for me. My mentor [has been] Ms. Swain,
who is majoring in Exercise Physiology. I chose to shadow under
her because her major is interesting to me and I wanted to test it
out to see if I would like the environment of being in the medical
field rather than what I originally plan for my major to be, which
is accounting. So far, I have not changed my major in my mind;
however, I did still find it very interesting and I’m looking into
making physical therapy a minor job for me in the future when
I attend Valdosta State in the fall.
Michael Williams: Technology has always amazed me.
When I was a child, I would take my brother’s old flip phones
and take them apart so that I could look at the insides of the
phone. I would break old video game controllers so that I could
look at the components that come together to make it work.
At that time, I didn’t know what they actually did, and I still
don’t today, but that is why I chose to go down the video game
design path. I wanted to focus on video games--The eSports
and video game industry are very competitive, and it is finally
beginning to get respected the way it should-- but since that is
unrealistic in high school, I focused on getting experience in
troubleshooting, so that when I go to college at Georgia State
in the fall, I will have some needed IT skills so I won’t be too
far behind.
Chris Bailey: History isn’t my passion. Teaching isn’t my
passion either. Helping people is my definite passion. I’d love
to be a teacher in the future. Of course, in the coming months
I will be going to school for history [and] teach[er] education
. . . I would like to teach middle or high school grades. Ben
Johnson of Edutopia said, “A great teacher will keep the
students wanting to come to school just to see what interesting things they will explore and discover each day.” I didn’t
really understand this at first. . . It finally hit me that just like
Johnson, Mrs. Jones, and even my mentor tried to tell me the
whole time. Don’t teach; attract. They used simple ways of
engagement and slight pushes towards the right goal for each
student to get students to pass.
Benny Zhang: I came into my senior year of High School
with no mindset on what I want to do as a career. As I explored
various career fields, I had this deep passion for Architecture
lurking in the back of my head. I’ve always have this obsession
with buildings. I love how Architects can make the most use
out of a given space: like hiding the essentials so the space
can be more open. I like how architects are able to adapt intricate designs to completely change the feel of a house. Then
one day, my mother’s friend and I had a talk about architecture being a career that is hard to get into. After hearing that
news, I was then introduced into the career Civil Engineering.
When I did my research on civil engineering, I learned civil
engineering would be the perfect career for me to commit to. I
would often construct things with Legos or other materials that
I have on hand. I like to be able to manage the construction of
a project as well as being able to design structures. I plan on
pursuing a career in Civil Engineering.
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MuseDay Tuesday Club: A Creative Outlet

By: Jennifer Sparks
Three years ago, the English Language Arts teachers at Valdosta Early College Academy came up with an idea to promote
fine arts education and creative expression. Inspired by the nine
Greek muses of ancient mythology, the Museday Tuesday Club
grew out of students’ desire to study art, poetry, dance, and
drama. “Museday Tuesday Club has given me an opportunity to
express myself and learn new things. With all the focus on academics here at VECA, it is important for me to have an outlet,”
says sophomore DeAndre Harris.

Showcasing Talent

Each year, the Museday Tuesday students perform at the
Thanksgiving meal, the Black History Program, and a spring
Poetry Slam.

Community Support

Strong support within the community has connected the club
with Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts in downtown Valdosta, and club members frequently tour the gallery’s new exhibitions. Grants funded from crowd-sourcing site Donors Choose
have provided a multitude of artistic mediums for students to
explore such as clay sculpting, portrait painting, and Chinese
lantern paper crafts.
Thanks to VECA’s long standing partnership with Valdosta
State University, students have been able to learn dance routines from theater students and spoken word poetry from local
groups like Poetic Magic!

Servant Leaders

Museday Tuesday
students also participate in service-learning
projects, holding a Sole
Party in 2016 for nonprofit
Sole Hope, which provides shoes to children in
third-world countries. This
year, club members filled
drawstring backpacks with toys, books, and games for children in
the Ronald McDonald House of Atlanta, Georgia.

HORne LeARnInG CenTeR
The Maceo A. Horne Learning Center serves as
the alternative program of Valdosta City Schools
which houses grades sixth through 12th. This
school program, under the leadership of
Keith Alan Hose-Principal and Virginia
Crowell-Assistant Principal, continues to
build a legacy upon its namesake. Valdosta Wildcats have a great storied
tradition of “winning!” It’s the vision
at MAHLC to “win” in the classroom
and positively transform the lives
of the students in such a manner
that their futures shine brightly
and they all become productive
citizens. The Horne Learning
Center has worked diligently to
align its standards and goals as
well as positively impact the feeder
schools... Valdosta High, J.L. Newbern Middle and Valdosta Middle
Schools.
At MAHLC, the administration,
faculty and staff fully understands that
educating the students must be done
with purpose, promise and perseverance.
The focus is intentionally placed on academics
as well as improving behavior. The implementation of READ 180 and PBIS have strengthened the
reading-learning skills and the character-behavioral
skills of the students on campus. MAHLC has annual
events that have garnered success and interest (Ca-

reer Fair & College Day, March Madness,
Albany State University’s Visitation
Day and Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity’s Scholarship
Bowl-A-Thon). Additionally, students are encouraged to achieve
the SMART GOALS
while being provided opportunities
to participate in
the Helen Ruffin
Reading Bowl,
Spelling Bee and
Science Fair.
The students are
challenged daily
to prepare for
college, military or
a career field. Intensive sessions are
held on the ASVAB,
SAT, ACT and FAFSA.
As we educate the whole
child, we are very grateful
and appreciative of community support in the areas of mentoring, teacher support and student
assistance which has been provided by the Moody Air
Force Base, the 100 Black Men, Project Hope, Great
Start Georgia and the Southside Community Garden.
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[W A I T T O T E X T]

Drivers typically spend five seconds looking at their
phones, which is enough time to cover more than the
length of a football field going normal highway speeds.

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE VALDOSTA CITY SCHOOLS!

2314 N. Patterson Street • Valdosta
(Across from South Georgia Medical Center)

229-247-6500 • www.blantongriffin.com

NEW VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL
JCI Contractors wishes the Wildcats a great
first year in the new Valdosta High School.

www.jcicontractors.com
229.985.4444

Valdosta Insurance
Services, Inc.

www.valdostainsurance.com

Address:

Phone:

812 Northwood
Park Drive
Post Office Box 2070
Valdosta, GA
31604-2070

(229) 242-4560

Fax:
(229) 242-4561

