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Graduation
Pathways is lucky enough to have the opportunity to celebrate our students at four
separate spring graduation events: one 8th grade graduation in each region and
our school wide graduation for seniors. This year we had 36 8th grade graduates;
22 in Sonoma, 10 in Marin and 4 in Solano/Napa. We also had 48 seniors earn
diplomas. Graduations are a time to recognize achievements and the passage on
a student’s path to the next stage of their journey. At our senior graduation we
recognized the following academic achievements:
 Senior valedictorian: Olivia Bingham
 Junior valedictorian: Sitraka Andrianarijaona
At this year’s ceremony, I was proud to announce our first annual winners of the
Rising Phoenix Award. The Pathways Staff created this award in order to
represent the diversity of our students’ success and to further the mission of
Pathways
Charter to educate 21st century students. the PCS Rising Phoenix Award will be
given annually to the graduate who demonstrates the most exceptional growth,
engagement, and focus on learning. The award winners will be recognized during
the annual graduation ceremony. We consider traits such as: determination,
perseverance, contributions to school and community, leadership and overcoming
school obstacles. This year we had two winners:
 Danaeya Smith-Jones
 Laura Villerot
Congratulations to all of our graduates and we hope that your time at Pathways
helped to further your goals and achievements!
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New Programs for fall 2019

Breakfast Program
Beginning in Fall 2019, Pathways will serve
breakfast to students who qualify for free or
reduced lunch. To determine if your child qualifies,
please complete the household data form in
RegOnline or your Portal account. If your child is
eligible for a free breakfast they may access one
on any day during which they are at one of our
learning centers (pre-scheduled for 2 hours or
more for classes/activities). Below is a brief
description of how our meal program is served at
each site. Each breakfast consists of a grain, fruit,
and milk such as a cereal box, apple juice, and 2%
milk.
Rohnert Park: Qualifying students who elect to participate will be given a unique student ID
number to use in our vending machine located in the lobby. Students may use this programmed ID
number and select one breakfast package per day. Students may also elect to purchase nonbreakfast items using a debit card, or cash, or parents can load student accounts with certain
amounts if preferred.
Vallejo: Qualifying students who elect to participate will be given a unique student ID card and
must present it to center manager Alyssa Payne to request their meal. Breakfast will be served from
9:00 to 9:25, Monday through Friday.
San Rafael: Qualifying students who elect to participate can request a meal from Center Manager
Andriana Sierra. Breakfast will be served from 8:45 to 9:25, Monday through Friday.
This project is supported by Raley’s Extra Credit Program through a grant to help fund food
purchases. Please contact your regional learning center for any specific questions.

T-Mobile Tablets

Pathways applied for and received a grant
through T-Mobile’s Empowered Ed Program. In
fall, we will have 150 android tablets each with a
wireless keyboard, case and a 2G data access
plan. These will be lent to high school students
based on Local Control Accountability Plan goal
priorities. The first set of tablets will go to low
income students. Low income status is
determined by completion of the Household
Data Form (see portal information below-new
form released mid-August).
Students who qualify will receive their device during orientation week (September
3rd- 6th) and will be required to attend a training on how to care for, set up, and use
the device.
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Sex Education Program (CHYA)
This past year, the state passed a law that
charter schools must also comply with the
California Healthy Youth Act (CHYA). CHYA
requires that comprehensive sexual health
education and human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) prevention education be taught
to students at least once in middle school
and once in high school, beginning no later
than grade seven. Instruction and materials
must be medically accurate, objective, age‐
appropriate and inclusive of all students, as
defined by law. The law requires that
instruction and materials must encourage
students to communicate with parents,
guardians, or other trusted adults about
human sexuality. Please review the letters
linked below and also on our website at
(Parents/Students tab and then select
“Parent Resources and Forms”) to learn
more about the materials we will use and
how to waive this requirement for your
child.
Parent Letter English Parent Letter Spanish
Expanded Student/Parent Portal

This summer our student information system will be making improvements to our
database including the parent/student portal. In August, we will send all parents and
students an updated username and password along with instructions on how to
access the portal. We now have a link on our website home page that jumps directly to
the portal login page. Some of the information you can access at the portal includes:
student grades, student assignments, learning logs, CAASPP test results, activity logs,
unofficial transcripts, progress reports and report cards, RegOnline, household data form
(required for breakfast program and loaner laptops or tablets), student class schedule,
student class attendance and other resources and information. Look for further updates
in August.
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Coming Fall 2019! Check out our new Independent Study class, (required) for any 10-12th grade CTE
students. All students are welcome to take this class and we encourage them to do so.
In this Independent Study course, students will work through three modules and complete projects to
help meet the CTE Standards for Career Ready Practice. Students will learn about leadership and how
to be a leader. These skills are helpful in their education and later in the workplace. Students will
complete career exploration activities, participate in Job Shadow Day, and prepare for the student
G:Suite Certification exam.
Students will earn 2.5 units of credit in 3 Modules during Fall Semester, with activities and assignments
scheduled and due in 2-week intervals. For more information, speak to your IST or contact CTE
Coordinator Brenda Peterson at brenda.peterson@pathwayscharter.org

Spread the word! We have plenty of space for Fall 2019! Do you
know someone looking to join the independent study movement?
Don’t be shy about referring them to our program. Have them
connect with us on our website or on our Facebook page.

4

ISSUE 12

JUNE 2019

Guidance Coordinator, Naomi Yedlosky
is here to support student/parent needs!
·
College planning
·
Career Exploration
·
Financial Aid
·
Dual Enrollment
·
JC Jumpstart
Make sure you check out our new and
improved website and find resources under
the ADVISING tab:
Email questions or schedule an
appointment!
Contact me at:
naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org

Summer is a great time to learn how math relates
to the real world. Math is everywhere! Help your
child prevent “summer learning loss” by taking
advantage of the many great opportunities to
practice math naturally!
Here are a few ways to get started:



Cooking can involve weighing, measureing, ordering, estimating, adding, multiplying…
Restruanst and shopping can involve money, number identification, estimating, adding,
subtrating, division…
 Parties can involve matching numbers of people to places, cutlery, areas of tables,
esimation, multiplcation…
 Trips can involve time, distance, budgeting, speed, evaluation various routes, license plate
games…
 Home projects can involve estimation, measureing, multiplcation…
 Gardening can involve measureing, counting, area, division…
These ideas all demontrate how much math is involved in our daily lives and will support your child
in his/her basic computation and problem-solving skills in natural, fun, and real ways.
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Dear Students and Parents,
It has been a wonderful year working with you. As we wind down and look forward to the fall, please
review the information below and mark your calendars. We will resend this information again in late
August.
Student Orientation and Assessment Information for Fall 2019
Who needs to attend?
 ALL students in grades 6-12 are expected to attend.
 ALL students will take fall benchmark assessments on the second day.
 Parents will have webinar trainings within first few weeks of school and are not expected to
attend the student orientation.
When?
 September 3rd and 5th: High school orientation and assessments
 September 4th and 6th: Middle school orientation and assessments
Student Orientation topics will include:
 General independent study overview and student expectations (IS 101, etc.)
 Math curriculum: Big Ideas Math (how to access resources, submit assignments, etc)
 Google Apps: (how to access your school Gmail account, join Google classroom, use Google
calendar, etc.)
 College Career Readiness & Senior College Planning (enrolling in these courses, what to expect,
etc.)
 BUZZ overview: This will be required of all students completing online coursework using the
BUZZ platform (access student portal, calendar & due dates
Fall Benchmark Assessments will include:
 Math diagnostic and placement
 English diagnostic and placement
 Renaissance Learning Adaptive assessments
Parents will have access to orientation information via webinar with the executive director, Sara Jordan.
Parents will be notified via ebulletin announcement. These webinars will provide information that is
highlighted for students during orientation which includes access to links, tips on how to navigate
website, SIS Parent portal and more.
Fall assessments student will complete in the first week of school:
 Math diagnostic if not taken in spring
 Renaissance Learning benchmark assessment Reading
 Renaissance Learning benchmark assessment Math
 Clear Writing (9th-12th only)
Please note that fall benchmark assessment reports for reading and math will be generated by IST’s in
September and sent to students and parents for review. These assessments provide important data for
teachers to evaluate your child's academic level and focus on targeted skills.
During the first week of school, IST’s will provide all students the following assignments:
 Week 1 assignments will be focused on transitioning to an Independent Study environment
 Gmail instructions
 Schedule grid for orientation and assessments
 Sample assignments and Student Portal instructions
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I feel a tremendous amount to gratitude for the powers that be that led me back to
Pathways. I appreciate each and every one of our staff members for their hard work and
dedication to serving students. On the administration level our team has worked on
becoming stronger in our quality class offerings, more systematic in reaching the needs of
struggling students and better at providing high quality training and professional
development at all levels. Positivity is high making it a dynamic and fun place to work!
A big welcome to our new families and students that will start in Fall 2019! It gets very
quiet over the summer but not to worry! We'll be back in touch by mid-August with your
teacher placement. Expect your first meetings to take place sometime between mid and
late August so that you and your student/s can be ready for the first day of school
September 4th.
Over the summer we will be busy with some site improvements including paint, a garden
area purge and cleanse, as well as a rearranging of the furniture to make room for our new
breakfast and healthy foods vending machine! Don't forget that most staff are completely
away for the summer by the 3rd week in June so do let us know if there is any business in
need of a wrap up asap. Administrative staff will be back at it August 5th. The front office
in Rohnert Park will remain open throughout the summer.
Now that the school year has come to a close I wanted let you in on a few things for your
planning for Fall 2019.
High School Orientation and Assessments:
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 3rd and 4th, 8:30am-12:00pm
Middle School Orientation and Assessments:
Thursday and Friday, September 5th and 6th, 8:30am-12:00pm
First Day of Learning Center Classes:
Monday September 9th for middle and high school and Thursday September 12th for
K-8 enrichment classes.
Field Trip Schedule: Don't forget to check the Sonoma Area link by mid-August on our
website for the list of trips for the upcoming year
Have a playful, joyous, and restful summer.

By: Annabelle Robertson
Grade 3

By: Elliot Titus
Grade 3

By: Kianah Borges,
Grade 7
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Stanford Online High School Poetry Contest 2019
High School Runner Up
Emma Nathanson: " A Child of Famine in Yemen "
Judge Farnoosh Fathi: Emma Nathanson’s poems bear incredible gifts of the lyrical, sympathetic
imagination—There is a poetics of witness that characterizes her poems, and in “A Child of Famine in
Yemen” the poet shows us what a fully explored visceral response to a starving Yemeni boy looks like.
She writes, His skin barely fits over his skull pulled impossibly tight as if with one touch it would pop
and split opening his tiny head with a sickening beat. Her intuition about how to unfold an image and
suspend a powerful emotion syntactically over lines is exceptionally sophisticated, and reveals not only
a keen ear, but a precise eye, and a powerful, great heart. It’s as if Elizabeth Bishop, Galway Kinnell, and
Carolyn Forche all came together in one poem, which is just to say that this poet has various
extraordinary gifts converging in her poetry, and I’m so grateful that undergirding or nurturing all of
these talents is such a compassionate, fearless heart. Thank you, Emma!
A Child of Famine in Yemen
I sit wrapped in a felted wool shawl
a pillow in my lap
my fingers pleasantly burning
on my steaming cup.
10,000 miles away
maybe more
(Who paid attention in geography?)
he sits on the red-brown dust
like a child in the womb.
Femur against sternum,
chin on chest.
His skin barely fits over his skull
pulled impossibly tight as if
with one touch it would pop and split
opening his tiny head with a sickening beat.

skin like a frog’s
translucent and thin
each curve and point of the hips.
A belly swollen with hunger
hanging from his ribs
like a drop of water
about to fall.
He isn’t crying
or throwing out
his stick arms.
Muscles that pull bones
and hinge open joints
impossibly hidden
and useless
as me on my couch
in California.

I saw a dog once like this
circling in a gas station
licking Dorito dust from a floor mat
trading her paws
back and forth
on the hot, oil-stained asphalt.
But a child
I’ve never seen
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Thank you for working with us to educate and support your children.
Nora, Loree, Andriana, and Michele
San Rafael Learning Center Classes
Our fall class schedules are posted to the Marin pages at the Pathways website, with links to class
descriptions, how to register, add/drop form for K-8, etc. Parents are welcome to register their continuing or
newly-enrolled K-8 students using the add/drop form. We will pull the lottery for continuing students on
Monday 6/24, and new students on Monday 8/12, and then continue adding students, as space is available.
Teachers will manage the high school class registrations for their students (SR, RP, school-wide online), with
remaining classes and courses to be finalized in August.
Back-to-School Planning Meetings
Begin as of Tuesday 8/20
First Day of School: Tuesday 9/3
High School Orientation
All students in Grades 9-12 should plan to attend both days.
Tuesday 9/3 from 9:30am-1pm and Thursday 9/5 from 9:30am-1pm
Middle School Orientation
All students in Grades 6-8 should plan to attend.
Wednesday 9/4 from 9:30am-1pm
Back-to-School Ice Cream Social: Friday 9/6
First Day of Learning Center Classes: Monday 9/9
Important Staff Dates: Nora and Loree
Last day for 2018-19: Friday 6/14
Return for Fall 2019: Wednesday 8/14
Important Staff Dates: Michele and Andriana
Last day for 2018-19: Friday 6/28
Return for Fall 2019: Monday 8/5
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Join a summer reading program at your local public library.

Main Office: Reduced hours and staffing, June 24 – Aug. 2
Rohnert Park Center: Closed from June 24 - Aug. 2
Solano Center: Closed from June 21 – Aug. 2
Marin Center: Closed from June 28 – Aug. 2
For immediate assistance, please call 707-585-6510

It has been our pleasure working with you this year! All of us here at
Pathways wish you a wonderful, relaxing summer break!
We will see you back here in the fall!
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