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MIDDLE LEVEL NEWS
Proficiency Based Learning

Attendance
Please understand that if a
child is unable to be in class
we do not have worksheets
that will recreate the
experiences taking place in
our classrooms. If your child
must miss class please have
them check in with each
teacher as soon as possible.
Accumulated absences cause
students to miss broad
concepts and applications, and
ultimately struggle to meet
proficiency expectations.
8th graders know that they
must have good attendance
and be on time for school in
order to be eligible for special
8th grade events.

2018.2019 School Year

Welcome to a new year!
Eureka! Mathematics!!!!!
We have a brand new program this year that aligns perfectly
with our standards-based program. You will find that our work
is very focused on specific performance indicators. We also
move very fast- if students miss a class they need to check the
Google Classroom and complete the assignment prior to
coming back so that they can be ready for the next day’s
lesson. One class builds on another. Missing one may create
confusion and stress. I am sending home parent notes at the
start of each new module (unit of study). We will also have
homework helpers to help parents know how best to support
their math learners. If you have questions, please don’t
hesitate. We are already well into our first module and most
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Communication
Please be sure that we have your
updated email address. We have
close to 70 students on each of our
caseloads. Email allows us to
communicate efficiently and in a
more timely manner.

Conferences
Please be watching for parent ~
teacher conference information.
The middle level team will be
conferencing in early
November since one of our
teachers will be out during
regular conference times.
We will again be using PTC
FAST to schedule our
conferences. If I have your
correct email you will get the
notice as soon as the portal is
ready. I will also send
information home on paper but
students are not very reliable
when it comes to delivering
paperwork to family. In order
to fit everyone in our
conferences must stay on
schedule. Please plan to be a
few minutes early.
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students have taken their first mid-module assessment. Let
me know if you are not able to get into Mastery Connect so
you can see their scores.
Science It’s hard to believe that we’re on our third week in
science class today! That said, we can look to our calendars to
see the evidence of time that has marched by us. In fact, using
evidence to support our conclusions is exactly what we’re
working on now! Kids have already had at least one chance to
demonstrate their skills at sifting opinion from evidence and
in some classes they’ve had two chances! We will all be
working together, as much as is needed, to meet this standard
as the year progresses. As with all other classes in this school
kids will have as many chances to meet the standard as we can
give. I also keep a record of their old scores so that parents
can review them. Don’t be scared by the record though! Only
one score for an assessment counts towards the grade!
ELA Students are responsible for checking mastery connect
and revising reading, writing, and language assignments. If a
student is struggling to reach proficiency in a given
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assessment, I will work individually with the student to review material during RTI or during a prescheduled meeting after school. They also have IXL maps to support their grammar instruction in
each course.
Before given a summative assessment, students will have time and opportunities to practice
the skills needed for bigger assignments. Once students complete a summative essay, exam, or
presentation, their work will be filed in their portfolios. These follow them for three years, so they
must stay in the ELA classroom. Parents are always welcome to view student work.
Lastly, to quote Ernest Hemingway, “We are all apprentices in a craft where no one ever
becomes a master.” In Language Arts Class, we rely on the proficiency based system to receive and
respond to feedback in the writing process as we work towards developing unique voice, style, and
clear structure. I am looking forward to a year of collaborative reading, researching, drafting, writing,
and revisiting writing as we practice varying sentence structure and word choice. Student work is
supported by their required nightly reading and writing prompts done outside of school. Thank you
again for all of your support!
The Social Studies standards remain the same for all three years of middle school and each of the
three courses (Ancient, Medieval, US/Maine) emphasizes a different set of performance indicators
within the broad Social Studies standards. Students complete assessments frequently (generally at the
end of each chapter) and are expected to demonstrate proficiency on those assessments. If a student
doesn’t demonstrate proficiency on part or all of an assessment, they have the opportunity to rework
the performance indicator(s) in RTI or on their own. Social Studies assessments live in the portfolio
binder in the Social Studies room and students may pull one assessment at a time to rework outside of
school but the binder of assessments must stay in the Social Studies room. The portfolio binder is a
collection of all the opportunities a student has had to demonstrate proficiency and is the body of
evidence to prove a student has met the standards.

Fall NWEA Testing
We are wrapping up our Fall NWEAs. I will try to get results to you on 9/21/18. If you do not receive a copy
from your middle school student by Monday, 9/24/18, please email me at medgecomb@rsu24.org and I will
get it to you.
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