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... fostering gold standard partnerships!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through
a positive and
safe learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision

Preparing for a new school year
Henry Cisneros, Mayor of San Antonio from 1981 to 1989 and Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
from 1993 to 1997 during the Clinton Administration, provided inspiring words to district, campus, and department
leaders as they prepared to kick-off the new school year. Pictured are, from left, San Benito Schools board secretary
M.L. Garcia, Cisneros, board president Michael A. Vargas, trustee Sonia Weaver, board vice-president Angel Mendez,
and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman.

The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.
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... saying “Thank you!”
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman publicly and proudly recognized the efforts of
full-time classroom teachers and classroom teaching assistants. During the school district’s
Employee Back-to-School Convocation, Dr. Carman revealed that the Board of Trustees had granted
approval to present each one of them with a crisp $100 bill to subsidize the out-of-pocket expenses
they make in setting up their classrooms and buying supplies for their students.
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Congratulations!
Various campus principals and their staff members were recognized during the recent Employee Back-to-School
Convocation for the Texas Education Agency (TEA) distinctions they received for performance in the following areas:
top 25 percent – comparative academic growth and/or comparative closing the gaps, postsecondary readiness, and
academic achievement in English Language Arts/Reading, Mathematics, and Science.
Five campuses – Fred Booth Elementary, La Paloma Elementary, Frank Roberts Elementary, Berta Cabaza Middle
School, and San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy – each earned one TEA distinction; Judge Oscar De La Fuente
Elementary, Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy, and San Benito High School each earned two TEA distinctions;
Rangerville Elementary earned four TEA distinctions; Ed Downs Elementary earned ﬁve TEA distinctions; and Dr.
C.M. Cash Elementary earned six TEA distinctions.
Pictured above are, from left, Ed Downs Elementary principal Manuela Lopez and Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary
principal Dilia Cornett during the recognition segment of the convocation.

sanbenito.cisd

A message from Dr. Carman ...
The district’s ﬁrst-ever Back-to-School Rally proved be a huge success,
with over 900 school supply kits issued to our students, courtesy of KRGV
TV Channel 5' Teach The Children and over 600 backpacks issued, thanks
to the generosity of several sponsors.
The district would like to extend their appreciation to the following
sponsors who contributed $7,000 in donations. They include:

KSBG
Programming

GOLD LEVEL $2,500
Noble Texas Builders
Parsons Commercial Rooﬁng Company
SILVER LEVEL $1,000
Frost Bank
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Nate Carman, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

BRONZE LEVEL $500
First Community Bank

A special thanks is also being extended to other sponsors, including: Cameron County Justice of
the Peace Judge Jesus "Chuy" Garcia, Jr. who contributed $200; the Law Ofﬁce of Noe Alaniz, who
contributed $150; and the Law Ofﬁce of Adolfo Cordova, who contributed $150.
I would also like to extend my sincere appreciation to members of the Back-to-School Fair
Committee which was spearheaded by Luis D. Gonzales, Jr. and Janette M. Rodriguez who worked
with fellow district leaders and department heads in seeing this event become a reality. A special
thanks is also extended to Norma Boland, Vice-President of First Community Bank in San Benito and
Judge Jesus "Chuy" Garcia, Cameron County Justice of the Peace for assisting the district with
securing sponsors for this event. I would also like to thank San Benito High School Principal Isabel
Solis and the SBHS staff for hosting this event.

“What is
a superhero?
They're supposed
to represent
hope,
opportunity,
and strength
for everybody.”
Aldis Hodge

American Actor

“The Reason Why”
As I wake this morning, ready for another day
Think of things to accomplish this day
I run down a mental list of things to do
That need completing before the day is through

Michael
Bryan Salinas

I ask the Lord up in the sky
To guide me through and tell me why
I put myself through this everyday
To make a living, there’s got to be another way

April 14, 1966 - August 21, 2018

District loses dedicated employee
San Benito CISD staff members are mourning the recent loss of
a beloved and esteemed colleague, Michael “Mike” Bryan Salinas,
the assistant principal at the Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy.
Mr. Salinas passed away suddenly on the afternoon of Tuesday,
August 21. The unexpected loss came as a shock to his family,
friends, and colleagues.
He had worked at the school for the past year, devoting a
combined 15 years of service to the school district – both as a
teacher and interventionist and, later, as a campus administrator.
Mr. Salinas was also a licensed paramedic and certiﬁed CPR
instructor. For over two decades, he had worked as a paramedic
with Willacy County EMS.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman, district ofﬁcials,
and campus administrators expressed their sincere condolences
to the Salinas family. “We greatly appreciate his service to the
children of this district. He will be deeply missed,” said Dr.
Carman. “Please keep his family members and our students and
staff in your thoughts and prayers,” he added.
Mr. Salinas is survived by his wife, Aracely; children, Natalie,
Michael Bryan (Karen Padilla), Chelsea; grandchildren, Charlotte
Hernandez, Rhyleigh Hernandez; siblings, Joann Morales, Casey
Salinas, and Mark Salinas.
He also leaves behind many loving relatives, dear friends,
esteemed colleagues, and the many children and students whose
lives he touched throughout the years.

From parents that complain for every last little thing
The paperwork, the broken swing
and on those days things
just don’t go so well
Still have to comply with CCL
And now alas the time is here
To greet the children
full of cheer
And yet one look,
one joyful sigh
Reminds me of
the reason why.

The poem “The Reason Why” was written many years ago by Michael B. Salinas while
he worked as a representative of the Child Care Licensing (CCL) Division of the Texas
Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS).

SAN BENITO GREYHOUNDS
VARSITY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DAY

DATE

OPPONENT

SITE

Friday

August 31

Corpus Christi Calallen

Away

7:30 PM

Friday

September 14

PSJA High

Home

7:30 PM

Laredo United

Home

7:30 PM

Midland Lee

Home

4:00 PM

Harlingen High *

Home

7:30 PM

Harlingen South *

Away

7:30 PM

Friday

September 7

Friday

September 21

Saturday

September 29

Friday

October 12

Friday

Friday

Friday
Thursday
Friday

Victoria West

( Football Parents’ Night )
( Band Parents’ Night )

October 5

OPEN

( Middle School Football Night )

October 19

October 26

Brownsville Hanna *

( Homecoming )

November 1

Brownsville Rivera *

November 9

Los Fresnos *

* Denotes District Games

TIME

Away

7:30 PM

Home

7:30 PM

Away

7:00 PM

Home

7:30 PM
Updated 05/03/2018

First Day of School

Parents and students enjoy inaugural “STEAM Night”
Exciting things are happening at the district’s new STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics) Academy.
The STEAM Academy hosted the school’s inaugural “STEAM Night” in order to welcome the
parents of students that will be attending the STEAM Academy as well as to showcase the school and
provide students with exciting hands-on opportunities.
“We’re excited about everything that’s going to be taking place here, but we’re more excited about
the learning – that extended learning – that is going to be taking place in our children,” explained
STEAM Academy Principal Elsa Lambert as she described the STEAM Academy’s emphasis on
project-based learning and the enhancement of a child’s critical thinking skills.

Business and community partners ensure success
of Back-to-School Fair
Businesses such as First Community Bank - San Benito and Noble Texas
Builders were among the ﬁrst to partner with San Benito Schools leaders to
purchase backpacks and school supplies for distribution at the 2018
Back-to-School Fair.
Shown (in the photo on left) are, from left, Norma Boland, Vice-President of
First Community Bank - San Benito; Alfredo Garcia, Jr., Vice-President and
Director of Operations of Noble Texas Builders; Dr. Nate Carman, Superintendent
of Schools; Luis Gonzales, Jr., Coordinator for Family and Community
Engagement (FACE); and Janette M. Rodriguez, Coordinator for Health Services.
First Community Bank - San Benito and Noble Texas Builders were among the
initial donors and contributed $500 and $2,500, respectively.
THANK YOU to absolutely everyone that helped
make this event a tremendous success!
A very special word of appreciation is extended to the
FACE Department staff for their assistance in
coordinating the distribution of an estimated 700
backpacks containing school supplies!

Meet the Greyhounds!

The Mighty Marching Band ...

District welcomes new teachers
Approximately 70 new teachers have joined the
San Benito Schools family for the 2018-2019
school year. The newly-hired teachers attended
a two-day orientation session at San Benito
Veterans Memorial Academy. They were also
given the opportunity to select from a variety of
available instructional materials at the Landrum
Educational Complex.

We are The SUPERHEROES
our children deserve!

... a small token of appreciation!

It’s time to be bold!
During the school district’s
Back-to-School Convocation, the “We’re
Going for the Bold” superheroes theme
set a tone of excitement for the
2018-2019 school year.
Keynote speaker Weston Kieschnick, a
renowned author and senior fellow with
the International Center for Leadership in
Education, shared innovative ideas that
can help redeﬁne the district’s vision for
teaching and learning.
Kieschnick’s bestselling book, “Bold
School: Old School Wisdom + New
School Technologies = Blended Learning
That Works,” embraces the approach of
combining purposeful technology and
old school wisdom to elevate instruction
and enhance learning.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman and his secretary, Peggy Rosa, recently recognized
the efforts of campus and department secretaries as instrumental in keeping our district running
smoothly. During the professional development workshop for secretaries, they presented purple
drawstring sportpacks to each of the attendees.
During the 4-day workshop, attendees reviewed updates to the secretary’s handbook, payroll
procedures, ﬁnance policies and procedures, and purchasing and ﬁxed assets procedures. On the
ﬁnal day of training, district vendors were on hand to present attendees with small tokens of
appreciation such as samples of a variety of ofﬁce supplies and complimentary breakfast goodies.

Bilingual teachers attend training institute
San Benito Schools bilingual teachers recently participated in a week-long Bilingual Institute
training event in preparation for the upcoming school year. Sessions covered strategies for
teaching English Language Learners (ELLs) and research-based models for implementing English
Language Proﬁciency Standards (ELPS) throughout their lessons. All participants received
“Stra-tiques” (strategies + techniques) and “ELPS at a Glance” ﬂipbooks.

Attention,
Greyhound fans!
Join us over on Facebook
at Greyhound Nation
(@GreyhoundNation) for this
year’s sports-related stories!
Greyhound Nation will
feature the many accolades
and highlights of our Mighty
San Benito Greyhounds and
Mighty Lady Hounds sports
teams, programs, and events.
Greyhound Nation will
also continue to serve as a
community fan page where
fans of the Mighty San Benito
Greyhounds can interactively
participate during home
football games at Bobby
Morrow Stadium.

Administrators prepare for the new year
District and campus leaders attended a three-day administrative leadership retreat, reviewing
administrative procedures and participating in informative sessions in preparation for the new
school year.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman presented an overview of the district’s Strategic
Plan and discussed goal setting for district leaders. Attendees also heard from various speakers,
including Mark White (above, on right) of the International Center for Leadership in Education
(ICLE) and attorneys with the law ofﬁces of O'Hanlon, Demerath, and Castillo. Additionally, key
district leaders presented sessions related to human resources, purchasing, and curriculum and
instruction. Additional retreat sessions encompassed topics related to ﬁnancial processes and
procedures, student achievement and attendance, instructional practices and lesson planning, and
testing schedules.

Homecoming parade slated
for October 25
The 2018 homecoming parade is
slated to begin at 5:15 PM on Thursday,
October 25. The parade will travel
northbound on Sam Houston Boulevard,
beginning at the intersection of South
Sam Houston Boulevard and Powers
Street.
The “Lighting of the SB” letters and a
community pep rally will take place at
6:30 PM (after the parade) at Greyhound
Stadium, located at 600 N. Austin Street.
Parade entry forms can be found on
the school district’s website
(www.sbcisd.net/apps/news/article/905719);
are due on or before Monday, October 22;
and contain the parade fees, rules, and
restrictions.
For additional information, please
contact Student Council sponsor Dolores
de la Fuente via E-mail at
sb.hocoparade@yahoo.com.

School supplies available for migrant students
The San Benito CISD Migrant Education Program (MEP) began distributing basic school
supplies to local migrant students on Monday, August 27. In order to receive school supplies,
migrant students must meet eligibility guidelines for MEP services.
Supplies are being distributed Monday through Friday, between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM from
August 27 through September 3 at the Migrant Department Ofﬁce, located within the
Landrum Educational Complex at 450 S. Dowling Street. The distribution will continue
throughout the 2018-2019 academic year, based on the availability of supplies.
Pictured, from left, are MEP recruiters Irma Rodriguez, Nelda Agado, and Rachel Sandoval
and NGS (New Generation System) data specialist Minerva Galvan.
Local MEP initiatives are aimed at helping migrant students succeed in school and
successfully transition to postsecondary education or employment. For additional information,
please contact Connie Cruz, Title I/Migrant Program Coordinator, at (956) 361-6311.

VMA welcomes incoming freshmen

Congratulations, teachers!

This summer, San Benito Schools’ district teachers
of the year (TOTY), from left, Olga Reyes and Priscilla
Gonzalez, joined other area teachers at the Region
One Education Service Center TOTY recognition
banquet.
Reyes, the District Secondary TOTY, is a teacher at
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy; Gonzalez,
the District Elementary TOTY, was a teacher at Frank
Roberts Elementary and is now teaching at the Dr.
Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy.

Approximately 300 incoming freshmen – members of the San Benito High School
Class of 2022 – gathered at San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy (VMA) for the
traditional “Fish Camp” orientation that is designed to help “ﬁsh” transition from middle
school to high school and career planning.
Because the freshman grade level is a crucial point for students transitioning to high
school and career planning, the freshman orientation provides students from the three
middle schools with an opportunity to get to know one another while learning the
expectations of high school life prior to the ﬁrst day of school.
VMA Principal Gilbert Galvan explains that not only is the event designed to be a
fun-ﬁlled event, it also helps students learn about testing requirements, rules, grade
points, career planning and future goals, including making a smooth transition to high
school and eventually, college.
“The event was a total success! These young men and women are our future leaders.
They are the future professionals of our society,” Galvan said.
“They are college ready, but we are going to make them super ready for graduation
and college. We’ll be preparing them to be ‘TSI-ready’ in the fall so that they can begin
taking dual enrollment courses in the spring,” he added.

Prepared to serve healthy meals
Prior to the start of the new academic year, San Benito CISD Child
Nutrition Program (CNP) staff members attended numerous
professional development sessions. One session in particular
included learning about and sampling new products that are featured
on school menus this year.
Local CNP professionals provide a wide variety of appealing foods
that meet students’ health and nutrition needs. It is a daily goal to do
so because well-nourished students have higher test scores, increased
school attendance, and improved concentration and classroom
behavior.
The district’s CNP is managed by a team of food and nutrition
professionals dedicated to students’ health, well being, and ability to
learn. Prepared meals meet state and federal requirements based on
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) dietary guidelines.
For more information, please call the CNP ofﬁce at (956) 361-6400.
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The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability,
or age in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments
of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar
de San Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal
como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la
Ley de Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

