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Cobblestones
School Closings
In the event it becomes necessary to close
school, a message will be sent out through our
parent notification system. Announcements
will also be made on the following media
outlets:

Celebrating National S.T.E.M/S.T.E.A.M Day

•WBEN, Buffalo 930 AM
•WCJW Warsaw 1140 AM
•WBTA Batavia 1490 AM
•WGRZ Buffalo TV-2
•WIVB Buffalo TV-4
•WKBW Buffalo TV-7
•NBC Rochester TV- 10
•WHAM Rochester 1180 AM TV- 13
Notifications of school closings or delayed
openings are normally made at 6AM. Please
do not call the school to ask if school is closed.
Arrangements should be made for supervision
if children are sent home early. Students who
attend schools out of the District and ride
Alexander buses are also affected by Alexander
closings.

The mission of the Alexander Central
School District is to challenge students to
be confident, contributing learners within a
structured, safe and caring environment.

In celebration of National S.T.E.M/S.T.E.A.M Day, fifth grade students in Mr Hamm’s
STEAM class continued to work with Ozobots which are mini robots with five optical
sensors that students can program with color. Students first learned to program Ozobots
with color codes using markers and then transitioned to programming their Ozobots utilizing line direction coding with an online editor. Line direction coding allows students to
program the Ozobots to turn in particular directions in order to navigate through a maze.
Students need to understand concepts such as directionality, efficiency, perspective, math
skills like turns and angles (geometry) and variables such as speed and distance.
Students work their way through the engineering design process as they understand the
question or challenge, brainstorm ideas, decide on an initial solution, build or create the
solution (code), test the solution and finally refine and redesign the solution before testing again. The goal of the learning process is for students to see the value of failure when
searching for solutions. This requires multiple attempts to effectively program the Ozobots
to complete the maze in the shortest amount of time.
Computer science and programming are among the top demanding career fields open to
graduates today. Fewer than half of all American schools provide instruction in computer
programming. Alexander schools are distinct and cutting-edge learning environments
where students are being prepared to thrive in growing STEAM fields.
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Winter surprises me every year. Even though I’ve lived in Western New York for
most of my life, I am still stunned by the first measurable snow. I wonder at just
how cold I can be when I need to scrape my car, shovel my driveway or even pump
gas - especially when I can only find one glove! I still clench my steering wheel on icy,
snowy patches of road even though I’ve driven far and wide through many winters for
many years. Actually, I’m not much better when the thermometer reaches 95 degrees with 100% humidity. I
feel unsteady. I feel unwell. I force myself to remember that at least the extreme heat isn’t snow. In short, I’m
not a fan of extremes.
Here’s the thing...the outside temperatures, the seemingly never ending snow or the mind boggling humidity
are simply external factors over which I have absolutely no control. Think about the circle of influence/circle
of concern that I shared in the Fall 2018 newsletter. I can’t do anything about the weather but I can certainly
do something about my attitude and my perspective with relation to the weather. When I’m driving through
a snowy night, I take time to notice the beauty of the sparkly, snow covered landscape. On particularly
difficult drives, I focus on how grateful I am for a reliable car and that I have a warm home not far away that
I know I will get to safely. When the temperature spikes, I am grateful for the seasons. I am grateful that it
isn’t snowing. I focus on how adaptable we are as humans to be able to function in different conditions and
different situations. I can’t do anything about the snow or the humidity but I can do an awful lot about my
attitude.
Our focus on kindness throughout the District this year is all about attitude. How will each of us actively
choose to carry kindness with us through the dark, snowy days of winter and throughout the year? How will
we choose kindness when the easier choice is to cut someone down or to spread a hurtful rumor? How will
we stand up when someone says something unkind and ask that person to reconsider the comment through
the lens of kindness? How will we choose kindness? If each of us extended a kind word, a smile or a helping
hand to someone everyday, we could make sure that kindness was a habit for all members of the Alexander
community. What a difference a simple act of kindness can make.
With thanks, Dr. Huber

ALEXANDER GOALS 2017-2021
Teaching and Learning

✦ All students will read at grade level by the end of third
grade.
✦ All students will demonstrate increased levels of
proficiency and mastery on standardized measures.
✦ All administrators/faculty/staff will engage in collaborative
processes to move the work of the District forward.
✦ All administrators/faculty/staff will focus
on creating the conditions for student
engagement.
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Learning Environment

✦ Our technology infrastructure will continue to evolve in
order to support teaching, learning, and collaboration.
✦ Policy review work will ensure fair and consistent
organizational practices.
✦ Fiscally responsible budgets will be developed to support
the work of our District.
✦ Our next capital project will be planned and initiated.
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Emily Antonucci, GVEP Student of the Month
Alexander senior
Emily Antonucci was
named Student of the
Month in her Genesee
Valley Educational
Partnership Career and
Tech program, Health
Dimensions. Student of
the Month recognitions
are determined by
academic effort and
accomplishment, positive attitude and social engagement and overall success in GVEP
programs. Emily’s future plans include attending SUNY Brockport’s Nursing Program to
become an RN. Congratulations Emily!

Alexander Alum, Richard
Howes, Inducted Into Coast
Guard Hall of Fame

MS/HS PE Department Selected for Compass Award
The MS/HS Physical Education Department was recognized as the recipient of the 20172018 Compass Award. Robert Adams, Daniel Prong and Timothy Sawyer received the award
on the 2018 Opening Day for faculty and staff. This marks the first year a department’s
faculty have collectively won the Compass Award. “We do very well as a team. We communicate with each other effectively and work together extremely well supporting one another’s
successes,” said Mr. Prong. “Our students see our teamwork and by modeling that the kids are
more willing to work cooperatively with others in their own lives.”
The PE Department utilizes unique, diverse and exciting methods of teaching students to
stay healthy throughout their lives. “Students come up with their own fitness plan, track their
progress through self-assessment and rank their level of effort,”said Mr. Sawyer. “We teach
them there are multiple ways to achieve their goals.” Connecting students with places in their
local communities where they can engage in an active lifestyle is one way students learn that
maintaining fitness and health is possible beyond a gym membership or PE class.
The MS/HS PE Department has been involved in a number of professional development
opportunities which not only enhances the depth of knowledge they can provide in their instruction but also increases the range of activities made available to students in their PE classes.
“Through the PEP Grant we have participated in kayaking instruction, rock wall training and
certification and both statewide and nationwide PE conferences,” said Mr. Adams.
“The PE Department is very thankful and honored to be recognized with this award for
teaching” said Mr. Sawyer. The
Compass Award is co-sponsored by the Alexander PTA
and District administrators and
recognizes teacher excellence
within the District. Any District
resident, employee, current or
former student, parent or colleague may nominate a teacher
for the award. The Compass
Award nomination form can be
found on the homepage of the
District website: alexandercsd.
org. Congratulations MS/HS PE
Department for a well-deserved
MS/HS Physical Education Department. From left to right:
honor!
Robert Adams, Daniel Prong and Timothy Sawyer.

Alexander Central School District 1991
graduate, Richard Howes, was inducted into
the Coast Guard Hall of Fame in October.
The induction ceremony took place at the
United States Coast Guard Academy’s Otto
Graham Hall of Athletic Excellence in New
London, Connecticut. Inductees are selected based upon their outstanding contribution to their sport(s) and the impact athletic
participation has had upon their lives.
In his junior and senior year at Alexander,
Howes was named All-American twice and
earned honorable mention All-American on
three occasions. In 1995, Howes graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Marine
Science and broke school records in the 200
and 400 relay and the 200 breaststroke.
In 2008, he graduated from the National
Graduate School with a Master’s degree in
Quality Systems Management.
In 2003, Howes was inducted into
Alexander’s Hall of Fame for his vast swimming accomplishments at both the secondary and collegiate levels. Howes is currently
serving as Deputy Sector Commander,
Sector Houston-Galveston. Congratulations
Captain Howes! You continue to make
Alexander proud and stand as an incredible
role model for current ACS
students.

3

Alexander’s Partnership to Promote Learning Experiences
Over the years APPLE has offered a variety
In 1996 a committee of Alexander Elementary School staff and community members
of programs, materials and activities to the
formed APPLE. Our goal:
preschool children in our school District and
their families. In an effort to provide early
learning experiences for the children, we have
sponsored:
Children engage in imaginative
• Preschool Family Fun Night
dress up games and sensory play
at past APPLE events.
• Parenting sessions
• Preschool Fun Fair
• Preschool Story Hour
• Applesauce (a quarterly newsletter published for preschool families)
• The Birthday Bag Program (picture books are sent to children on their
birthday)
• Kindergarten screening goody bags containing learning materials for
incoming students
This year beginning in December, we will again provide monthly take
home packets for preschool-aged children. Each packet will contain a
picture book selected especially for the preschoolers in our District along
with parenting tips. Children enrolled in Alexander’s UPK will automatically receive these
packets. Also planned are two Family Fun Nights. Information about these events will be sent
to preschool families who are on our mailing list.
If you are a parent of a preschooler (turning 3 or 4 by December 1, 2018) who does not
attend the UPK but would like your child to receive a packet or to be added to our mailing
list for invitations to these special events, please email Ellie Jinks at ejinks@alexandercsd.org

"All children will enter school ready to learn."

You are invited to our APPLE website https://sites.google.com/a/alexandercsd.org/apple/
• Useful information for preschool families. • Gifts and give-a-ways • Visit us at www.facebook.com/APPLEAlexanderElementary/

ACS Volleyball Booster Club Continues to Make a Positive Impact
~ by Laura Marzolf

The Alexander Volleyball Booster Club hosted its
7th annual fundraiser on Wednesday, October 10,
2018. The event took place in the Alexander High
School gymnasium throughout the duration of the
JV and varsity volleyball games against OakfieldAlabama/Elba. The Breast Cancer Network (BCN)
of Western New York (WNY), located in Depew,
NY, was the organization recognized in receiving all
the proceeds from this year’s event. This agency is
dedicated to supporting, educating and advocating
for individuals with breast cancer, their families
and breast cancer survivors in all eight counties of
WNY. On the night of the event, Debbie Malarkey,
a twelve year breast cancer survivor, shared her story about how BCN helped her through an extremely difficult time as
well as the ways in which she now shows her support for current breast cancer patients.
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The overall profit of the fundraiser for Breast Cancer Network was $3,033.69 which included presale t-shirt
orders, a theme basket raffle, a serving contest and concession sales. In addition, there was a special raffle
for a pair of Buffalo Sabres tickets complete with a parking pass donated by County Line Stone, Inc.. Following such a
successful night, the Alexander volleyball teams, coaches and parents would like to say thank you again to all the generous
businesses and individuals who promoted and sponsored this worthwhile cause. Let’s keep fighting on!

When Schools and Parents Partner, Children Grow
by Matthew Stroud, Elementary Principal

“Education is a shared commitment between dedicated teachers, motivated students and enthusiastic
parents with high expectations.” ~Bob Beauprez
We are well into the school year now,
and students are learning and growing in
incredible ways. I am enjoying watching them
take on new challenges and work through
material and tasks that even a few weeks
ago they may have thought they couldn’t
complete. It’s always refreshing and exciting to
see a child understand a new concept, reach
a goal or try a challenging task. I am sure
you are seeing exciting developments in your
children, and I trust you are enjoying their
growth and improvement at home as much as
we are here.

to be a part of a shared commitment. Parents
working with teachers and others in the
school to uplift and encourage our students
helps them to learn and grow.

Our work in the ongoing growth of our
students continues to be focused on the
same primary areas that we started looking at
last year- reading proficiency and improved
mastery levels. Grade level teams and I, along
with Mr. Keating, have been establishing
common benchmark assessments at every
grade level to measure the growth of our students at different points of time during the
I started off with the thought from Bob
year. Our new RTI process is well underway,
Beauprez because it is such an accurate
allowing us to set specific goals for students
description of what is truly necessary for
in areas of difficulty and record their progMr. Stroud spends one-on-one time reading to an
student growth and achievement. It stems
ress. This helps us verify whether or not we
elementary
student
in
his
offi
ce.
from a relationship - a partnership between
are providing the correct instruction based
the school and home. I have said in the past how much I appreciate on individual student needs. We are also focused on creating and
your involvement in your child’s education and growth. To that
delivering engaging lessons that connect with students and place
continued gratitude I need to add the acknowledgement of the
them in a position to truly show their learning. We will continue to
incredible impact that you as parents and guardians have on the
focus on these areas through curriculum revision and data analysis
academic success of your children. You are their first teachers,
throughout the year.
and you have much more time with them than any one of their
As always, I am more than happy to talk with you should you have
classroom teachers. Without you and your encouragement,
any questions about your child’s education. We truly value your partexpectations and motivation they will struggle to succeed in
nership and input, and we are looking forward to continuing to share
school and in life. Thank you for taking your role seriously and
in the success of your children as partners in their learning.
understanding your importance as well as understanding the need

Alexander Welcomes New
MS/HS School Psychologist
Alexander Central School District welcomes Allison Sealy as the
new MS/HS School Psychologist. Ms. Sealy began her work for
the District in August and is responsible for conducting testing and
evaluations for special education services and providing teacher
consultations for behavioral and academic concerns.
Ms. Sealy grew up in South Buffalo and continues to reside in
the Buffalo area. She is a graduate of the
University at Buffalo and is excited to work
in Alexander. “Within the Alexander
District there is a strong sense of community,” said Ms. Sealy. “Faculty,
staff and students are supportive
and kind and this speaks to the
overall school climate here.”
Welcome to Alexander Ms. Sealy!

Learn the Importance of Saving With
TVFCU ~ by Shawnie Woeller
Open a TVFCU account at the Alexander high school (AHS)
branch. Bring your social security card, driver’s license and $5 to
open your new account and become a TVFCU member. Visit the
AHS branch every Wednesday during 9th period. For every 5 visits
at the AHS branch (once per Jr. Banking day), you will receive $5
deposited into your
TVFCU account.
For more information about the AHS
TVFCU branch,
contact Shawnie
Woeller at swoeller@
alexandercsd.org.
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Alexander Drama Club Presents…

photo credit to Sandra Dolph
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Guys and Dolls Cast & Crew
CAST

CREW (backstage, lighting and sound)

Carson Daley ...................................... Nathan Detroit

Hunter Doran
Trinity Reynolds
Jessica Sharlau
Jason Lowe
Lexie Reynolds
Matthew Wirth
MacNeil Ruston

Alyssa Lafferty ........................................Miss Adelaide
Lydia Daley ................................................Sara Brown
Nick Allen.............................................. Skymasterson
Connlan Hotnich ...........................Benny Southstreet
Nolan Quackenbush ................ Nicely Nicely Johnson

Brooke Harmon
Claire Slenker
Imogene Pitt
Reagan McPhee
Abby Bykowski
Chase Graham
Annie Slenker

STAFF
Director ........................................... Mrs. Kate Shrodt
Vocal Music Director/
HS Drama Advisor ....................... Mr. Mark Hoerbelt
Costumes ................................... Mrs. Loretta Stratton
Set Builders ...............................Mr. Ethan Shrodt and
Mr. Jeff Househecht

Jake Day ........................................................ Big Julie
Bradley Caudill .................................Harry The Horse
Ethan Stroud ..........................................Angie the Ox
Holly Ulrich ...................... Grandma Alice Abernathy
Shawn Calmes ....................................................Rusty
Erin Hess ........................................................Waitress
Kylie Shillea ............................. Lieutenant Brannigan
Kasey Smith ..................................General Cartwright
Paige Sikorski ...........Hot Box Girl / Havanna Dancer
Emma Ferraro ...........Hot Box Girl / Havanna Dancer
Julia Francis ...............Hot Box Girl /Havanna Dancer
Emma Cline ...........................................Hot Box Girl
Leanne Dolph ........................... Agitha /Mission Band
Jasmine Wessell ......................................Mission Band

Students Learn the Dangers of
Distracted Driving by Gretchen Rosales, MS/HS Assistant Principal
On October 23, juniors and seniors attended a distracted driving seminar at Attica
Central School. Students learned about the dangers of driving under the influence and
driving while texting. The program started with an impactful video showing the consequences of distracted driving for students and their families. After the video presentation, students had the ability to drive “cars” that simulate distracted driving. “This
presentation really made me think about not driving while distracted,” said Alexander
student Miah Urban. Another Alexander student, Haley Alvord, reflected on what she
had learned at the seminar: “The program was great because it taught me that it only
takes a second to be distracted with a text message. It’s not worth it!”

Kathryn McClellan ................................Mission Band
Morgan Burns........................................Mission Band
Olivia Burkhardt ..................................Mission Band
Sara Chase ...........................................Mission Band
Mercedes Koschara .............................Mission Band
Hailey Szczygiel ..................................Mission Band

PIT BAND
Kyle DeLelys ..................................................Trumpet
Olivia DeLelys ........................................... Saxophone
Sally LaDuke ..................................................Clarinet
Kathleen Nolan..................Clarinet, Tenor Saxophone
Carter Edmonds ............................................Trumpet
Evan Whitmore .......................................... Trombone
Cianna Kusmierski.................................. French Horn
McKayla Hickey .................. Clarinet, Bari Saxophone
Camryn Mullen ...................................................Flute
Nora Crawford ........................................... Percussion
Adam Hess.................................................Bass Guitar
Lowell Chamberlain .............................Electric Guitar
Mrs. Rachel. Clark ..................................... Conductor
Mr. Dan Klinczar...........................................Trumpet
Mr. Brandon Burgess ...........................Flute, Clarinet,
Piccolo, Alto Saxophone
Mrs. Martha Woodruff ...................................... Piano
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Chris McClinic, Section V Class D
Offensive Player of the Year

Varsity Football, 2018 Sec
September Athletes of the Month
Hailee Lowe
Monroe County All Star- Gymnastics
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Varsity Cross Country: Alyssa Lafferty and Bryce Davis • Varsity Football: Chris McClinic •
Varsity Volleyball: Alyssa Dudley • Varsity Soccer: Jayme McBride • Varsity Football Cheerleading: Allyson Barker

PHOTO CREDIT: 20

ENTRAL SCHOOL
etics recap
Varsity cheerleaders pose with Tri-Town youth
cheerleaders. Varsity Football Cheer earned 1st place at
the Hilton invite and 3rd place at the Mercy invite.

Mr. Sawyer - Section V Class D
Football Coach of the Year
From left to right: John Norsen - Class D Section
V Chairman, Mr. Sawyer - Section V Class D
Football Coach of the Year and Corrine O’Malley Ontario Honda.

ction V Class D Champions
October Athletes of the Month

Mr. Buckenmeyer, Genesee Region
Boys Cross Country Coach of the Year

Varsity Cross Country: MacKenzie Donovan and Adam Hess • Varsity Football: Tyrone Woods •
Varsity Volleyball: McKenna Moran • Varsity Soccer - Macie Riggs.

019 YEARBOOK CLUB
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Appreciate the Time You Have: “The Older You Get,
the Faster it Goes”
~ by Shannon Whitcombe, MS/HS Principal

It is hard to believe that the holiday season is already upon us and we’re approaching mid-year exams and the beginning
of the Second Semester. Where does the time go?
When I was younger my parents often told me, “The older you get, the faster it goes.” I never understood what they meant but now it
makes perfect sense. The underlying message of their advice is to appreciate what you have while you have it. The beginning of a new year
is a great time to carefully consider who you can’t live without and to take deliberate steps to tell them what they mean to you.
Following my own advice, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Alexander students, parents, teachers, staff and community members for another wonderful beginning to the school year. Take time to enjoy the holidays with your loved ones and best wishes for a great
2019.

MS Student Council Creates Fun-Filled School Environment
Top: 2018-19 MS Student Council elected officials
and homeroom representatives.
Bottom: Homeroom Representative Paige Bryant
is interviewed about the work of the MS Student
Council and plans for the upcoming school year.

The Middle School Student Council is off to
a running start for the 2018-19 school year.
From Color Wars to Fun Nights elected officers and class representatives work to engage
the student body in exciting activities and
competitions. “The activities we create are
a way to bring everyone together and have
fun,” said homeroom representative Paige
Bryant.
The MS Student Council has newly elected
officers with Grace Baumgardner serving as
President, Dominic Kwiatek as Vice President,
Sally LaDuke as Secretary and Carley Shepard
as Treasurer. In each MS homeroom there are
two representatives who bring ideas to council
meetings that were shared by their fellow classmates. Those ideas are then discussed and voted on. One student idea recently
approved was sending birthday cards to all MS teachers.
The goal of the Student Council is to host fun competitions and plan events
that promote a spirit of community and joy within the school District. “We
have a really good Student Council and will come up with activities for
everyone,” said Paige. “I can’t imagine not being in Student Council. I like
to offer ideas, make posters and plan fun nights.” MS Student Council advisors are Ms. Koers and Ms. Cummings. Thank you MS Student Council
for helping to make every day at Alexander Central School District an
exciting one!
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Nick Allen: All-National Mixed Choir Participant and 2019
National Merit Scholarship Program “Commended Student”
Nick Allen, senior at Alexander High School, has earned a number of honors
and awards throughout his middle and high school years. His latest accomplishments rank on a national scale and demonstrate the excellence and commitment which serve as the foundation of his academic and musical work.
Allen was selected for the National Association for Music Education (NAfME)
2018 All-National Mixed Choir. Approximately 240 (22 from New York)
students were selected nationally to perform in the NAfME All-National
Ensembles in Orlando, Florida in November. Describing Allen as a “very
strong candidate,” Alexander’s MS/HS Chorus Director Mark Hoerbelt
accompanied Allen on the piano for his video audition while Allen sang “The
Vagabond” composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams. “I started to open up and
realized I had a talent,” said Allen. “I kept working on it throughout the years
and I try to sing as often as I can to become comfortable with my own voice
and singing in front of an audience.”
Allen was named Commended Student in the 2019 National Merit
Scholarship Program. According to the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation: “Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of
more than 1.6 million students who entered the 2019 competition by taking
the 2017 PSAT/NMSQT.” Commended Student status stands as a testament
to further academic promise and success at the collegiate level.

Nick Allen and MS/HS Chorus Director, Mark Hoerbelt, perform
“The Vagabond”.

Allen plans to attend a four-year university where he will major in Computer Science and continue to sing with musical groups while
writing and composing music. “I do the best I can in everything I do,” said Allen. “When I choose to do something, I enjoy seeing myself
improve and progress over time.” Nick, congratulations on your tremendous accomplishments.

Alexander PTA Raises Funds for School Programs and Events
~ by Allison Porter

The Alexander PTA is very grateful to those who participated in fall fundraisers. The Elementary Scholastic Book Fair was a great success!
Hunter Hoover won a free book for guessing closest in the “Guess the Unicorn Food” game. The PTA gave $384.98 in books to Read Across
America and $542.74 in books to the
Alexander elementary teachers to build their
classroom libraries. In addition, each of our
volunteers received a free book for donating
their time to make the Book Fair the success
it was. It was wonderful to see so many excited faces ready to read their new books.

Community Fitness Center

Open October 1, 2018 - May 3, 2019

Thank you to all who joined the elementary
school’s annual BJs membership drive or
bought/sold Save Around coupon books.
These fundraisers help raise money for programs such as the PTA Play, Color Run, 6th
Grade Orientation and the Senior Banquet.
The PTA also sponsors Read With Santa
Night and the canned food drive in early
December.
Please “like us” on Facebook for more updates
at Alexander Central School PTA. We hope
to see you at our next meeting on January 8 at
3:40pm in the elementary library.

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays, 6:30-8pm
Membership Fee: $10 paid in Business Office
Mail checks to: Alexander Central School District,
3314 Buffalo Street, Alexander NY 14005, Attn:
Business Office
Closed for school holidays and emergency closing days
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New Playground Equipment Thanks to PEP Grant
The elementary school received new playground equipment through the threeyear PEP Grant awarded to the District
in partnership with Pembroke Central
Schools. The new additions include swings
and a molded bucket seat for small children and those with limited upper-body
strength, a net climber which allows multiple students to climb together and a fitness
circuit with a curved balance beam, Rush
Slide, tightrope bridge, climbing wall and
LolliLadder with E-Pods.
The new playground equipment targets upper-body activities, balancing and climbing
and supports the PEP Grant initiative for
children to be physically active for at least
60 minutes per day. The US Department
of Education’s Carol M. White Physical
Education Program (PEP) Grant strives to improve and increase health education and physical activity among students in grades K through 12. Alexander
Central School District and Pembroke Central School District are in the final
year of utilizing funds from the $1.8 million grant.

PEP Grant Updates ~ by Julie Hodge

er

Kindergarteners stay cool while playing at the new water table in the
Outdoor Classroom. The water table provides a fun way to play and
help water the gardens.
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Health and wellness, family fun and a sense of community
come together with the comprehensive outdoor fitness
system that was added to the Outdoor Classroom. The
fitness stations connect to the fitness trail and promote the
PEP Grant’s goals by offering lifelong physical activities
for students and the community.

This summer, faculty from the Physical Education Department
participated in a kayaking course to learn basic kayaking skills to teach
in PE classes. Recreational kayaks will be purchased through the PEP
Grant and students will learn how to kayak in the District pool.
Cross-curricular field trips provided through the grant will allow
students to take a Buffalo History Kayak Tour in the spring.

Alexander Students Prepare for the Future During College
Application Week
During College Application Week held in October, students and parents were provided with a number of services to help with the college
search and application process. Families received financial aid information and students were given the opportunity to fill out college applications with the help of their school counselors. Students were also taken on college campus tours to Alfred State College and Alfred University.
Alexander staff and faculty donned their college gear and placed signs from their alma maters on classroom doors to prompt conversation
with students about their own college choices . The college search and application process can be a very overwhelming and challenging
time for students and parents alike. If you are a student or parent who would like further assistance, please contact High School Counselor
Allison Wilson at awilson@alexandercsd.org or (585) 591-1551, ext. 2051.

Read for the Record 2018
Ms. Nuwer’s third grade class, along with
other classes throughout the United States,
came together with one common goal- to
promote early literacy in children through
the power of reading together. Students and
teachers across America read the book Maybe
Something Beautiful written by F. Isabel
Campoy and Theresa Howell and illustrated
by Rafael López.
Read for the Record is a nationwide initiative
that fosters a communal recognition of the
importance of reading together. Children’s
literacy skills and language development grow
in reading and asking questions about a text
and engaging in activities that increase their
interest in the information and narrative the
literature explores. Read for the Record strives
to accomplish these goals on a national scale
and Alexander teachers and students support
the initiative through annual participation.
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Kindergarteners Visit Letchworth
Kindergarteners spent a crisp, fall day at Letchworth State Park where they viewed the autumn scenery, learned about animals living in the park and hiked on paths along beautiful
waterfalls and gorges. Students were taught the importance of staying safe while enjoying
nature and demonstrated Trojan pride and best behavior throughout the day.

Work Hard, Play Hard
“Play is the highest form of research.” ~Albert Einstein

Ms. Giess’ third grade class enjoyed playing at centers throughout
the classroom during free time. One group of students stretched
and molded slime while another group built a tower made of wooden blocks. Two boys worked hard putting together a sea creature
puzzle as they matched pieces to create a wondrous marine world.
No matter the type of play children engage in, play is an intrinsic
and vital aspect of growth, joy and exploration.

Pesticide Application
Notification
14

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
instituted a program that requires all schools to provide written notification of pesticide applications made throughout the
school year. At this time, we are informing you that no pesticides
have been applied at Alexander Central Schools.

Outdoor Classroom Birthday Party and Fun Run: A Day of
Hard Work & Celebration ~ by Rose Howard
We had a small but hard-working bunch at the Outdoor Classroom Birthday Party and Fun Run. During the Fun Run, children encouraged one another to complete the run in spite of uncomfortable weather conditions. Following the Fun Run, the kids were put to work to
take care of our Outdoor Classroom and they did an awesome job!
Everyone exhibited teamwork in lifting heavy logs and tree branches and taking turns with the tools. As soon as one task was completed
there were offers to do more work. After raking leaves into a big pile, one fourth grade student suggested that the younger children jump
into the pile first and arranged the children in line by age. Kids also taught one another the proper way to use the new fitness equipment.
The students all showed a great sense of pride in our Outdoor
Classroom and a desire to have it well taken care of. Thank you to everyone who joined us and to everyone else who helps, or has helped,
to maintain this wonderful space for our students.
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Internationally Renowned Brass Band, Lucky
Chops, Visits With Alexander Jazz Experience

Check Out the Little
Free Library

Alexander Central School District’s Alexander Jazz Experience (AJE), an elite group of high
school musicians, participated in a masterclass and jam session on October 9 with the internationally celebrated brass band from New York City, Lucky Chops.

Last year, Ms.
Swinehart’s
8th grade
Reading class,
in conjunction
with librarian
Ms. Miller,
began plans to
start a Little
Free Library.
The project
was initiated
when students
realized the
importance of
having free books available to the community. Because Alexander does not have a public
library, students decided to create one of
their own!

Lucky Chops discussed a number of topics with AJE students including performance
etiquette for different venues from busking to theatre and methods musicians can use to
conquer anxiety. “Lucky Chops talked with students about ways to market yourself and the
music you create, composition and improvisation and the continuous injection of energy,
passion and movement to the process of making and sharing music” said Dan Klinczar,
Middle School Band and Jazz Director for Alexander. “The open conversation students
held with Lucky Chops, their individual performance and the jam session that followed
were truly unbelievable and an extremely memorable experience.”
Lucky Chops musicians include Josh Holcomb, Daro Behroozi, Joshua Gawel, Harry
Phillips and Matt Ohlson. After meeting with Alexander students, Lucky Chops departed to Buffalo where they performed at the UB Center for the Arts as part of their North
American Fall Tour.

Located in front of the MS/HS building
and built by ACS graduate, Ben Slenker, the
Little Free Library contains books spanning
from children’s literature to adult interest
non-fiction texts. Members of the community are encouraged to check out the Little
Free Library as they take a book to read and
leave a book for their neighbors to enjoy. As
Andrew Carnegie said long ago, “A library
outranks any other one thing a community
can do to benefit its people. It is a never failing spring in the desert.” To all those who
made this positive communal contribution
possible...thank you!

