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YOUR FEEDBACK IS IMPORTANT!
The middle insert (yellow paper)
is a communications survey.
You can complete this survey in
one of two easy ways:

ONLINE: Go to the survey website:
www.deperek12.org
and click on: TAKE THE SURVEY
BY PAPER: Fill out this form and
drop it off at the main office of ANY
De Pere School building OR remove
and return via return US mail to:
School Perceptions, Inc., 317 E
Washington St, Slinger, WI 53086
Please complete and return this
survey by Friday, March 6, 2020.

Property Tax Levy Reduced
In October, the School Board certified the property tax
levy for the 2019–2020 school year. The levy was reduced
by 7.34% or $1,575,851 from the property tax levy in December of 2018. The District’s tax levy is one part of the
property tax bill property owners receive in December
and pay in 2020.
The primary reason our property tax levy was reduced
is because the District paid off long term debt from past
building additions and other capital improvement that
voters approved. Historically, the School Board has strucDr. Benjamin Villarruel
tured
its debt service to pay off borrowed money within
Superintendent
ten years. This is done for two reasons. First, it reduces
the total amount of interest that the District incurs from borrowing money. Second,
our school district continues to experience residential growth which will likely require the District to borrow money in the future for new school buildings or classroom additions.
New residential growth in De Pere and Ledgeview has been strong for several
years with more residential developments being planned. The District has closely
monitored these developments and their effect on student enrollment. Recently, the
District has taken steps to accommodate students from these new residential areas
including significantly limiting the number of students the District accepts through
open enrollment and changing the attendance boundary lines for our three elementary schools to take advantage of existing building capacity.
In the next year or two, the District will be in a better position to understand
whether the new residential developments in Ledgeview and De Pere come to fruition. As planned, the District is in the process of reducing its debt from $14,075,000
to $3,645,000. This places the School District in a better position to accommodate
new debt when the need to expand our facilities arises.

USDD 4K Program Information

The 4K Program includes several school sites as well as community daycare sites.
Heritage and Altmayer Elementary Schools and De Pere High School are the sites of
school 4K classrooms. Community Daycare sites include Tiny Town, KinderCare, and
Step Ahead.
Registration for 2020-2021 4K Program will open on February 3, 2020. Parent
Information & Registration Evening will be held on February 4, 2020 at De Pere High
Continued on page 2

De Pere 4K Parent Information & Registration Evening
When/Where: February 4, 2020, De Pere High School
Registration Assistance, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Language Arts Lab
Parent Presentation, 6 p.m. High School Auditorium
Who: Parents of 4K eligible students in 2020-2021
(students who will be 4 on or before September 1, 2020)
Registration for 2020-2021 opens on Monday, Feb. 3, 2020 at 8 a.m.
All registrations are completed online. It is required that you use
a laptop or other similar device to complete registration.

Page 2

Summer School Course Request Period Opens March 30
Plans are underway for the 2020 Unified School District of
De Pere Summer School program. The regular Summer School
session will run from Monday, June 15 through Thursday, July
2. Summer School course requests will be accepted via Infinite
Campus parent portal beginning Monday, March 30 at 8:00
AM and concluding on Friday, April 3.
Class offerings include exploratory, enrichment, sports,
math and reading intervention classes, as well as high school
ACT prep courses. Class times are from 8:00 – 9:45 a.m. and
10:05 a.m. – 11:50 a.m., with a few exceptions. Supervision is
provided during the 20 minutes between classes for students
in grades pre-K through 8th.
Classes will be held at the High School, Heritage Elementary
and Middle School. Pre-K through grade 2 courses will be offered at Heritage, while courses for grades 3 – 8 will be offered
at the Middle School. Speed and Strength, high school classes
and some athletic programs will be offered at the High School.
Watch for summer school catalogs to be distributed to students by March 23 and available for viewing online at www.
deperek12.org.

Social and Emotional Learning

IMPORTANT: Please carefully read the printed and online
instructions regarding summer school registration.
If your child currently attends a USDD school or attended
summer school in 2019, you will access the De Pere Schools
Parent Portal to request courses. A link to the Parent Portal can
be found on the De Pere School District webpage. If you forgot your password, contact the building secretary at any of our
schools or the district office before the request period opens
on March 30.
If your student never attended a USDD school or our summer school program, a parent must enroll the student for
“summer school only” prior to the course request period. The
enrollment window is March 1st through the 15th.
More detailed instructions will be published on each
school’s website and on the district home page in the coming weeks. For Summer School questions, please contact Kerry
Guyette, kguyette@depere.k12.wi.us, or 920-983-9174, ext
4013.

4K Information

(continued from page 1)

School. There will be a short presentation and assistance
in registering online.
When registering, parents are asked to complete a 4K
Preference Google Survey that helps to determine placement of their child specific to site, busing needs, and
wrap-around care needs. Placements are announced in
July. More information about current school year 4K programming can be found at the district website by clicking
on “Parents” and then “4K Info”.

By: Jessica Nejedlo, Foxview Assistant Principal
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction describes
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) as, “The process through
which children and adults acquire and effectively apply the
knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and
manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and
show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions.”
As part of our School Improvement Goal this year, the Foxview PBIS team took on the job of incorporating Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) into our Universal or School-wide learning.
We unpacked the SEL competencies and deciphered those already being taught from those that our students would most benefit from instruction. Our initial lessons emphasized self-awareness and self-management. The focus on these two areas came
with the goal of teaching students to know and understand their own feelings and emotions, recognize emotions in others, and
respond in expected, rather than unexpected, ways. These skills may sound simple, but they are often overlooked, and can actually be difficult for many students. Our hope is that by teaching these SEL competencies explicitly to all of our students, we will
be giving them the skills they need to self-regulate; making them more
able learners.
All of our students partook in a large group lesson in the LMC, where
they learned about the Zones of Regulation and practiced their skills with
different scenarios and videos. Back in the classroom, teachers completed follow-up lessons with their students and continued using the Zones
of Regulation language to reinforce the skills. As we move forward, we
hope to incorporate additional SEL into our PBIS programming here at
Foxview.
To learn more about Social and Emotional Learning you can visit the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction website: https://dpi.wi.gov/
sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning
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UPCOMING
Coffee Klatch
schedule
Join Superintendent Ben Villarruel
for coffee and conversation at
Uncle Mikes Bake Shoppe from
9 - 10 a.m. on the following dates:
Friday, February 7
Monday, March 9
Thursday, April 2

Hot Chocolate Milk
USDD Food Service is warming up breakfast with hot chocolate milk. The Wisconsin
Dairy Council awarded food service hot chocolate milk machines to be used at De Pere
High School, Middle School and Foxview. The
hot chocolate is served at breakfast. The 8 oz.
serving is counted as milk, and when paired
with a whole grain and fruit, completes a balanced school breakfast. The addition of hot
chocolate milk will encourage our older students to drink milk and create a healthy start
to their day. Hot chocolate can be purchased
ala carte or with a school breakfast.
School Breakfast is Served Daily
High School Bird’s Nest Cafe 6:30 to 7:50
a.m. and delivered to 2, 3, 4th halls.
Middle School - 7:30 - 7:45 a.m.
Foxview - 7:30 - 7:45 a.m.
K-8 - $1.50
9-12 - $2.00
Free/Reduced eligible students - $0

If you have children between the
ages of 0 - 19, this notice is for you!
If you are new to the district or have changes/additions to your household, please take a moment to complete the information requested
below. This information is only required if you are new to the district
or you have changes to your household members.
This information is vital for school district planning for educational
programming and facilities. Any information provided is confidential
and is only used for school district planning and budgeting purposes. Return completed forms to any of the district schools, or mail
to the Unified School District of De Pere (1700 Chicago St., De Pere,
WI 54115) or fax to the district office at (920) 337-1033. If you have
any questions, contact Joanne DiSalvi, Data Management Specialist, at
(920) 337-1032, or jdisalvi@depere.k12.wi.us.

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION
Last Name: __________________________________________
First Name, M.I.: _____________________________________
Date of Birth (xx/xx/xxxx): ______________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City, ZIP: ___________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________
Spouse Last Name: ____________________________________
Spouse First Name, M.I.: _______________________________
Spouse Date of Birth (xx/xx/xxxx): ________________________
Spouse Phone: _______________________________________
Spouse Email: ________________________________________
Please list any household members Ages birth to 19
Child’s Name			
Child’s Date of Birth
Sex
				
(xx/xx/xxxx)
1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________
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Is Your High School Student Interested in Studying Abroad?
Is your high school student interested in studying abroad? AFS has a program for that! We offer study abroad for a full
school year, a semester, or a few weeks in the summer. It’s a wonderful way to learn about another culture and sharpen
language skills. We’ve had DPHS students who have chosen each of these options and we can connect you to talk about the
experience if you’d like.
Could your family host an exchange student? Students are available from many countries and cultures. You could host for
a semester or a school year. Invite another culture into your home and expand your family. DPHS has been hosting exchange
students for over 15 years and families have had incredible experiences. If you are interested in more information, please
contact Kim Thompson at kdw805@aol.com or call (920) 360-1401.

Bird Food Cart Leaves No Kids Hungry at DPHS

High School Food Service has been awarded a grant from No Kids Hungry to increase breakfast awareness and participation among our high school students. The importance of eating breakfast is significant when looking at test scores, attendance, behavior and overall student wellness. The percentage of high school students eating breakfast is lower than other
age groups for many reasons: teenagers may not be hungry early in the morning, they are short on time and would rather
spend their time socializing with friends. There also may be the stigma of eating school
breakfast in the cafeteria.
The Bird Feeder food cart is the solution to these challenges. The Bird Feeder is loaded up daily with healthy school breakfast options including hot entrees, protein packs,
and yogurt parfaits. This mobile unit is pushed around the high school halls and parked
in front of approved 2nd, 3rd, and 4th hour study halls. Students can purchase a school
breakfast or ala carte items giving themselves the energy they need for a successful day.
Purchases can be made towards their food service account or they can pay cash. School
breakfast - $2.00 and Free/Reduced eligible students - $0.
The cart has been running since the beginning of the school year and we have seen a
significant increase in participation.

Dickinson

Luke Herlache, Principal
Heidi Lassila, Dean of Students

Elementary School
A Year Filled With Positive Outcomes
www.dickinson.deperek12.org

By: Luke Herlache, Principal
We often reflect at this time of year to determine how we can make a new year the best it can be.
In my reflection, I realized the spirit I continually feel in De Pere is HOPE. Isn’t that a bit arbitrary and
“up in the clouds?” Well, amidst a lot of research about the effects of hope, I recently read a New York
Times article called “The Power of Hope Is Real.” In this article’s study, even in the most extreme of
conditions, people with hope are able to better their circumstances. People lacking hope consistently
failed to do so.
This study had many conclusions…”and it’s exhilarating that one of the lessons may be so simple and
human: the power of hope.” Many often consider life to be incredibly complex and difficult, which it
certainly can be at times, but often the solutions are simple. Hope for better. This develops a mindset
that we will overcome problems that life will certainly bring our way and not just observe them.
I am hopeful that this year will be filled with positive outcomes, joyous moments, and of course, lots of learning here in De
Pere. With that being said, there will be plenty of challenges that present themselves over the course of an entire year. In that
spirit, consider the power of hope in this quote:
“When you go through times of stress and pain, yet know without a doubt that this, too, shall pass, then you have Hope. And
often, that alone, is enough to make all the difference.” ---Dale Archer, M.D.
When we face challenges this year, let’s present them with a hopeful disposition. If we are able to do so, we will reflect at the
end of 2020 and be proud of the challenges we overcame, the progress that we made, and the attitude we adopted. Good luck,
stay focused, and have a hope-filled year!
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Heritage
www.heritage.deperek12.org

Kathy Van Pay, Principal
Becca Beckman, Dean of Students

Elementary School

Buddy Classes Promote School Community
By: Becca Beckman, Dean of Students
This school year at Heritage our teachers have strived to create positive connections within their classrooms and across the whole school community. One way we create positivity is through our Buddy Class
program. Each classroom is paired up with a buddy class in a different grade level and students are matched
up to create buddies. The buddy classes meet together on a regular basis to complete activities, create
projects and build rapport with one another.
The motivation behind our Buddy Class program is simple; a student feels more confident in the school setting when he or she has
strong connections with others at school. The older student gains
confidence in setting a positive example as a role model for their younger buddy while
the younger student forms a close partnership with their older counterpart which helps
him or her feel more secure and self-assured at school. So far this school year, our buddy
classes have participated in getting to know you games, art projects, buddy reading, game
time, creation stations in our Thinkering Studio, extra recess time, creating marshmallow
structures and decorating gingerbread houses. As you walk the halls at Heritage you can
see evidence of the close relationships all around - art projects on the walls, buddy classes
sitting together at assemblies and the simple joy on a student’s face when encountering a
buddy in the hallway. Our Buddy Program is making a huge impact on our overall school
culture and contributes to the joyful learning community at Heritage.

Spreading Kindness at Heritage
By: Shannon Lundstrom, Heritage Kindergarten Teacher
One of the values we remind students of daily at Heritage is to show kindness to others whenever possible. Recently Mrs.
Lundstrom’s and Mrs. Fonder’s buddy classes got together to spread some extra kindness to others in our community.
In the final days leading up to winter break the classrooms focused on how to show kindness to patients at HSHS Children’s
Hospital. The classrooms got together to create cozy fleece tie blankets. In just one hour the buddies worked together and were able
to create 10 lovely blankets to be donated to the hospital. Students
also created unique cards to hand out to the children who were currently admitted in the hospital.
The students felt so much pride and happiness that they could
spread joy and show kindness to a child going through a difficult
time. This kindness project is just one example of the caring, generous spirit of Heritage students.

Fourth Grade Class Celebrates our Unique Families
By: Leeann Busse, Heritage Fourth Grade Teacher

Our class spent a lot of time at the beginning of the year getting to know one another. In
doing so, we built some great relationships. Through this process, we realized our class is really
quite diverse. The students in our class have close ties all over the world!
Everyone was very excited to learn about one another. It was fun hearing the stories exchanged, as well as the amazing questions the children had for one another. It was also
heart-warming to see the smiles on their faces as they proudly shared about themselves. We
spent time sharing family traditions and favorite recipes passed along.
As a group, we decided it would be fun to have a family potluck to celebrate. On October 21,
twenty-two families gathered in the Heritage cafeteria for a wonderful evening of friendship,
games, an art project, and a buffet of family favorites. It was an amazing night seeing so many
families getting to know one another, while sharing a piece of their family with others.
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Altmayer
www.altmayer.deperek12.org

Mark Kirst, Principal

Elementary School

Focus on Learning for All
By: Mark Kirst, Principal
Altmayer students and staff have
heard the quote, “Learning has no
finish line.” This “culture of learning”
provides the foundation of daily
improvement and engagement in
the learning process.
Teachers focus on their own
learning to see how their teaching
impacts student learning. Preparing for the unpredictable
and adjusting during a lesson makes the lesson impactful and
also forces a teacher to think deeper into what the students
may ask or what misconceptions they may have. Much like a
pregame or gametime decision a coach has to make, teachers
also make these adjustments to guarantee successful
learning. Coaches can’t predict what the opposition has in
store that day, so they have to make adjustments to generate
success. If those adjustments aren’t made, the team and it’s
success suffers. Just like a coach, the teacher observes and
then adjusts for student learning based on student responses.
Through this, the success of the lesson can be determined.
The one thing, and sometimes the most beneficial
learning tool, that is often overlooked, is reflecting after a
completed lesson. The best teachers, coaches, leaders, and
workers reflect on their decisions and continue to learn from

39th Annual Holiday
Breakfast a Success
By: April Smith, Amber Conway, Carla Jo Schneider,
Brett Thyssen, Altmayer Special Education Teachers
On December 17, Altmayer Special Education staff and
students in grades K through 4 participated in the 39th annual Holiday Breakfast. The celebration started back in 1980 and
has continued each year since. This event gives the students
an opportunity to work on social skills, manners and responsibility. Our students have the opportunity to contribute to the
success of the breakfast, as well as enjoy the food.
The first graders greeted the special guests as they arrived.
The second and third graders worked together to serve pancakes and sausages to the guests and their peers. Our fourth
graders cooked pancakes with the help of Pupil Services Director, Jerry Nicholson.
The room was decorated with handmade projects by the
students. The tables were covered and had candlelight centerpieces while holiday music and a crackling fire glowed to
create a welcoming cafe style atmosphere for the guests.
Guests included staff from the building and district that support the students throughout the year. This event is one that
our students look forward to each year.

them. Many times, the adjustment happens the next day
and can be corrected through incorporating it into another
lesson. One way teachers at Altmayer are accomplishing
this collaboratively is through video. This is similar to sports
teams watching film after a game. Yes, the game is over, but
the learning from it is not. The best teams analyze film and
visually see what they are doing well and what they still need
to improve on in order to improve their performance.
Once a semester, teacher teams are diving into the lesson
study process by using film. Altmayer teacher teams are using
video, collaboration, and data to improve their teaching. First,
a teacher teaches a lesson that is filmed. Next, the teacher
team watches the video together and collaborates on any
improvements that can be made. Then, the rest of the team
teaches the revised lesson. When all have completed the
lesson, data is shared to see how impactful the lesson was
on learning. This process allows teachers the opportunity to
“watch film” in order to improve their craft. Just like a sports
team after a win or a loss watches film to get better for the next
contest, Altmayer teacher teams are creating an environment
of learning and reflecting on their lessons through film. Just
because the lesson is over, doesn’t mean the learning has to
stop.

All Around the World
By: Altmayer First Grade Team
The first grade students at Susie C. Altmayer Elementary School have sent their very own gingerbread girl or
boy in the mail so they can travel to different destinations
around the world. Students will get to hear all about their
gingerbread person’s adventure through letters, photographs, and information about the destination that it traveled to. We can’t wait for the gingerbread girls and boys
to return back to us so we can hear and learn all about
different places around the world!
The first graders will be learning about what maps look
like, what information we get from them, how to read a
map using a map key, and locating bodies of water and different landforms
on maps. They
will also be creating their very
own maps of
their classrooms,
their bedrooms,
and more!

Unified School District of De Pere Communications Survey
Good communication with all residents of our De Pere Schools community is important to us. To better understand how you currently
receive information about the District (not individual student performance), and what information is most valuable to you, we have
prepared the attached survey. Any individual in your residence over the age of 18 may complete a survey. Thank you for participating.
We sincerely value your time and input. You can complete this survey in one of two easy ways:
ONLINE:
Go to the survey website: www.deperek12.org and click on: TAKE THE SURVEY
BY PAPER:
Fill out this form and drop it off at the main office of ANY De Pere School building OR remove and return via return US mail
to: School Perceptions, Inc., 317 E Washington St, Slinger, WI 53086

Please complete and return this survey by Friday, March 6, 2020

Please provide your feedback on various communication options by checking the appropriate box.

Opportunities to Connect
How often do you use the following sources
to receive District information?

How valuable are the following sources to you in
receiving District information?

District/school website

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

District mailed newsletter

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Infinite Campus Parent Portal

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Facebook

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Twitter

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Instagram

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Local television/radio

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Local newspaper

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Parent/teacher conferences

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Parent organizations

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Attend School Board meetings

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Read School Board agendas and
minutes

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Conversations with teachers/staff

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Word of mouth

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Never

No
opinion

Extremely
valuable

Valuable Somewhat
Not
Valuable valuable

No
opinion

Comments/suggestions:

Communication Feedback
Over the past year, how would you rate the frequency of the District’s communication?
 Too much
 Just right
 Too Little  No Opinion
Over the past year, how would you rate the content of the District’s communication?
 Great
 Good
 Fair 
 Poor
 No Opinion
Overall, how informed are you about events, activities and decisions in the District?
 Very informed  Informed
 Somewhat informed  Not informed

Topics of Interest to You
How important is it to you to know about the
following topics?

How informed do you feel about the following
topics?

Classroom activities
throughout the District

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

District/school performance
rankings

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Student support services
(counseling, special
education, mental health,
etc.)
Use of technology in the
classroom

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Volunteer opportunities

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Athletics

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Co-curricular clubs

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Music and the arts

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

School safety and security

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Transportation

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Academic initiatives

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Special events

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

School board meetings and
decisions

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

District finances and
planning

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

District food services

Extremely
Important

Important

Somewhat
important

Not
important

No
opinion

Very
informed

Informed

Somewhat
informed

Not
informed

No
opinion

Comments/suggestions:

District Website

Over the past year, how would you rate the District's website (not social media) in providing timely and meaningful
information?
 Great
 Good
 Fair   Poor
 No Opinion
How often do you visit the District’s website (not social media)?
 Daily
 Weekly
 Monthly   One or two times a year  Never
How often do you visit a specific school’s web page via the District website (not social media)?
 Daily
 Weekly
 Monthly   One or two times a year  Never
Why do you visit the District/school websites? (Please check all that apply)
 School notifications (closings, delays, etc.)
 Search for upcoming events/view calendar
 View District/school newsletters
 Access staff contact information
 View lunch menus
 Review School Board agendas/minutes
 View sports/co-curricular schedules
 Access School Board budgets/policies
 Access PTO/Parent Club information
 Access Infinite Campus parent portal/check
grades/assignments
 Other:
What device(s) do you use most frequently to access the District website? (Please check all that apply)
 Smartphone
 Laptop Computer
 Tablet/iPad
 Other:
 Desktop Computer
 I don’t access the District/school websites
Comments/suggestions:

Social Media

Which, if any, of the following forms of social media do you use? (Check all that apply)
❒ Facebook ❒ Twitter ❒ Instagram ❒ YouTube
❒ Pinterest
❒ LinkedIn
Which best describes your social media habits?
 Multiple times a day  Daily
 Weekly

❒ None

❒ Other:

 Monthly  One or two times a year

 Never

Do you currently follow the District on any of the following forms of social media? (Check all that apply)
❒ Facebook
❒ Twitter
❒ Instagram
❒ Do not follow
❒ Other:
What device(s) do you use most frequently to access social media apps? (Please check all that apply)
 Smartphone
 Laptop computer
 Tablet/iPad
 Other:
 Desktop computer
 I don’t access social media apps
Comments/suggestions:

Printed Mailed Newsletter

The District prints and mails a quarterly newsletter to all District residents.
How often do you read the District’s printed newsletter?
 Always
 Usually
 Sometimes  Never
How would you rate the District's printed newsletter?
 Great
 Good  Fair  Poor  No Opinion

 Do not read

Which topics do you typically read in the printed newsletter? (Please check all that apply)
Superintendent’s update
Athletic information
Transportation Information
Information regarding upcoming
Co-curricular activities and club
PTO/Club updates and information
events
updates
Health notices
School Board update
Legal notices
School calendar information
Individual school/principal updates
School nutrition information
I do not read the newsletter
Comments/suggestions:

Respondent Information Please check your response.
What is your age?

❒ 18-25

❒ 26-35

❒ 36-45

Do you live in the Unified School District of De Pere?

❒ 46-55

❒ Yes

Are you an employee of the Unified School District of De Pere?
Do you have children attending De Pere schools?

❒ Yes

❒ 56-64

❒ 65 and older

❒ No
❒ Yes

❒ No

❒ No

If you have school-aged children, what school(s) do they attend? (Select all that apply)
❒ Public school outside of District
❒ De Pere Middle School
❒ Altmayer Elementary
❒ Virtual school
❒ De Pere High School
❒ Dickinson Elementary
❒ Other
❒ Private school
❒ Heritage Elementary
❒ Home school
❒ Foxview Intermediate
Please check ALL other RELATIONSHIPS you have with the Unified School District of De Pere
❒ Parent/guardian of child(ren) younger than school age
❒ Owner/employee of a business in the District
❒ Graduate of the District
❒ Resident of the District (no other relationships
to the District)
❒ Parent/guardian of a graduate of the District
❒ Other
❒ De Pere community organization member

Please complete and return this survey by
Friday, March 6, 2020

Foxview
www.foxview.deperek12.org
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Intermediate School

Foxview Focuses on Kindness and Inclusion
By: Jessica Nejedlo, Foxview Assistant Principal
Early this fall, Foxview Intermediate School
gratefully accepted $3000 from the Green Bay
Crime Prevention grant to support positive
school climate and peer relationships among
fifth grade students through a Youth Frontiers’
Kindness Retreat. This is the third year in a row
Foxview has hosted the Kindness Retreat for
fifth graders. The Kindness Retreat is one example of a program that is intended to support Foxview’s
mission to be a “community of caring citizens who help each other feel respected, safe, and successful

as we learn together.”
This day-long retreat empowered fifth graders, teachers, and high school mentors to build a more caring community by engaging all participants in activities that demonstrate the powerful value of kindness and the harmful effects of bullying. We hosted the retreat on October 15 and 16, 2019 in the gymnasium at Foxview. Our 300+ fifth graders were divided into two groups,
with each group attending one of the two days. Students were accompanied by their respective homeroom teachers and 40 high
school leaders. Prior to the event, De Pere High School student mentors were provided training to facilitate meaningful small
group discussions with fifth graders about respectful, responsible ways to show kindness and support peers. Ultimately, fifth
grade students committed to modeling kindness in their daily actions at Foxview Intermediate School, and classroom teachers
were provided with materials to facilitate community-building activities that reinforce empathy and conflict resolution throughout the school year.
The Kindness Retreat provided a shared experience for students of diverse backgrounds to connect with one another in a
non-competitive environment, empowered high school students to serve as leaders, and allowed teachers a structured way to
connect with all students without the daily classroom stressors.

Geography Bee Finalists
By: Jenny Suda, Foxview Sixth Grade Social Studies Teacher
For the 32nd year, the National Geographic Society is holding the National Geographic Bee for students in the fourth through
eighth grades in thousands of schools across the United States and around the world.
During the last week of school in December 2019, both the fifth and sixth grades held their grade level bees to determine the
top three finalists in each grade. For fifth grade, the finalists were: Gabe H. 1st place, Bella S. 2nd place, and Eden B. 3rd place.
In sixth grade, the finalists were: Noah M. 1st place, Kaleb N. 2nd place, and Cameron J. 3rd place.
On January 3, the six finalists then competed for the All School Geo Bee title. Eden B. took first place, with Noah M. coming
in second and Cameron J. third. Eden won the honor of advancing
to the next level of competition by taking an online examination
with Jennifer Suda, the sixth grade social studies teacher who organizes the Foxview Geography Bees. The online examination is used
to determine state competitors. Up to 100 of the top test scorers
in each state become eligible to compete in their State GeoBee on
March 27. The winners of the State GeoBees receive an all-expenses-paid trip to National Geographic Society headquarters in Washington, D.C., to participate in the GeoBee national championship,
competing for cash prizes, scholarships and an all-expenses-paid
Lindblad expedition to the Galapagos Islands aboard the National
Geographic Endeavour II. Eden will be notified at the beginning of
March as to whether she qualified to participate in the state level
competition in Madison on March 27.
Pictured (L to R): 1st place - Eden B.; 2nd place - Noah M.; 3rd
place - Cameron J.
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Adam Kraemer, Principal
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Middle School

Looking Ahead to 2020
By: Adam Kraemer, Principal

As one year closes and another begins, we are provided the opportunity to look ahead at the exciting
things taking place at De Pere Middle School in 2020. At DPMS, we continue to strive to create ways for
both students and families to be positively engaged throughout the school year. In the next five months,
there will be numerous opportunities to see the amazing things that are taking place at De Pere Middle
School. Below you will find a few important dates for the second semester.
• Thursday, February 27, Science Fair, 6 p.m.
• Monday, March 9, Redbirds Read Event, Author John David
Anderson will be at DPMS to do discuss his book Posted, 6 p.m.
By: Seventh Grade Math Team
• Tuesday, March 24, Wisconsin State Forward Exams begin
During the month of December,
• Tuesday, May 19, Band Concerts 6 p.m.
seventh grade math students studied
• Thursday, May 21, Choir and Orchestra Concerts, 6 p.m
scale factor and scale drawings. They
• Friday, May 22, TEDx Even, 8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
put their knowledge to work and cre• Friday, June 5, Eighth Grade Celebration- 7- 9 p.m.
ated scale drawings of a wrapper in a
All of us at De Pere Middle School are looking forward to continued progress as 						
project called “Honey, I Blew up the
we complete this school year.
Wrapper.” Students worked hard to
create accurate drawings and their
projects turned out great.

Scale Drawings

L.E.A.D. Group Makes a Difference

By: Krista Bosma, DPMS School Counselor
The De Pere Middle School changed their leadership group name to L.E.A.D. this
year. It stands for Lead Everyone At De Pere. Students meet every Monday during
their lunch/recess to plan activities for students, staff or the community.
Within L.E.A.D., there are four different committees: Kindness, Event Planning, Communications and
Fundraising. So far this year, we have put on a volleyball tournament, a movie night with free popcorn,
planned several dress up days, made thank you cards
for staff members, put up a positive thoughts mural,
donated funds to the Thanksgiving meals project , and
did a free beverage cart for teachers. LEAD has many
more events and kind activities in the planning stages
to help make De Pere Middle School a fun and happy
place to be.

DPMS Students Fall Down the Rabbit Hole!

By: Josh Gauthier, District Technology Integration Coach
This past November, over 40 students came together to put on the annual school play. This year, the performance was of
Lewis Carroll’s classic fantasy story, “Alice in Wonderland”. A dedicated and energetic cast gave memorable performances and a
hard-working and efficient stage crew made scene changes seamless. Mrs.
Gauthier shined in her first year as director, keeping things organized and
successfully coaching students on their characters and lines. Mr. Gauthier
assisted in working with the actors and actresses, as well as provided technical support. Mrs. Grawien continued her involvement by spearheading
the work with the stage crew, set design, costumes, and makeup.
The students had four performances, including a packed house for the
parent and community show. The standing ovation to conclude the night
was the perfect send off for all of their efforts. We look forward to putting
on another awesome theater production next year!
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Middle School Hosts 16th Annual Veterans Day Celebration
By: Parker Hansen, DPMS Seventh Grade Social Studies and Science Teacher
In November, De Pere Middle School honored forty-seven veterans with a celebration in recognition of Veterans Day. The
veterans shared first-hand experiences with our students and staff members which helped us gain a better understanding of
what these men and women went through in order for citizens to enjoy the freedoms that exist today.
The morning began with veteran volunteers speaking to smaller groups of students and concluded with an all-school assembly in the gymnasium to recognize all of our guests. To all of the veteran volunteers, De Pere Middle School greatly appreciates
your continued service
and efforts, for without
you, this program would
not be possible. Most
importantly, thank you
to all veterans for fighting for the freedoms
that all citizens enjoy
today.

STEAM Speakers Engage Students in Learning
By: Andrea Landrum, DPMS Seventh Grade Science and Math Teacher
On November 11, DPMS was thrilled to welcome Mr. Chad Doverspike as our first ever lunchtime STEAM speaker. The acronym STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math and we have a lot of students who are passionate about
one or more of these academic areas and are asking for more time to be engaged in learning about topics related to these areas.
Mr. Doverspike works for Brown County as a Waste Management Specialist and shared his expertise about all the things his
group does to process the tons of garbage we produce every day. The work they do helps keep our local ecosystems healthy
which ties in perfectly with the ecosystem content we teach in our seventh grade life science courses. Mr. Doverspike spoke to
the students about the science behind waste management, including landfills and all the exciting opportunities science provides
for us to reuse and reduce our waste through the repurposing of recycled materials. The students asked great questions and loved the chance to get to dig
deeper into this area of STEAM.
We have five additional exciting STEAM speakers scheduled this school year.
Our students will have the chance to talk about astronomy with a scientist who
spent part of his career at NASA, to explore diseases with a doctor who specializes in infectious diseases, to dig deeper into chemistry with a scientist who has
worked for over 40 years in the plastics industry, to investigate what it’s like to
do field research with a life scientist who studies ecosystems and to hear stories
from a retired engineer who designed fighter jets for Lockheed Martin. We
think STEAM rocks and we are so excited that our students agree and that so
many professionals are willing to share their expertise with our students!

Adopt-a-Family Penny War a Big Success!
By: Jen Kleveno, DPMS Eighth Grade Science and ELA Teacher
Students at De Pere Middle School participated in a penny war the week of November 18 - 22.
This is a fundraiser that supports the “adoption” of two families during the holidays through the
Salvation Army’s “Adopt-A-Family” program.
Competition between first hour classes encouraged many students to donate paper money and pennies for their own totals while subtracting other class totals with other coins which
counted negatively toward their balance.
The result? In one week, students raised over $1700! The money was used to purchase gifts
including clothing, household items, toiletries, cleaning products, and a toy or two for each child
in the family. Students enjoyed a friendly competition while helping families in need living in
Brown County.
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Nick Joseph, Principal
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New Courses Offered in the Coming School Year
By: Nick Joseph, Principal
Today’s students do an amazing job juggling their daily responsibilities. These daily responsibilities
include: attending class, completing assignments, studying for tests, participating in clubs, athletics,
volunteering, working a job and the ever important enjoying time with family and friends. I am very
proud of our students’ hard work this first semester in balancing these many areas of life.
In addition to working hard on tasks in the present, they are also looking ahead at what courses
they would like to take next year. The course scheduling process for the 2020-2021 school year is well
under way. DPHS has new course offerings next year that include Digital Photography, Explorations in
Computer Science and a new transcripted course called Automation in which students can learn about
designing machine systems and wiring, and automation control components.
I am amazed every day with the focus, the energy and the passion that our students bring to DPHS and we look forward to
having a great second semester of the 2019-2020 school year.

Students Create Artistic
Redbird Logo for LMC
By: Jen Beyers and Ashley Koehler,
DPHS Art and Graphics Teachers

The high school LMC recently received a
new artwork to decorate its walls. Art Club and
art students collaborated to create an artistic
version of our Redbird logo. It will soon be displayed in the LMC. Pictured are just some of the
students who helped create the artwork. Front,
(L to R): Taylor B., Sadie S., Clairissa V., Hailey
M.; Back (L to R): Lindsay T., Mackenzie B., Keira
S. Katherine C.; Not Pictured: Kamille K., Rachael
D., Lexi S., Mercedes P., Ryan S., Grace C., Sarah
L., Kenzie H., Cienna D.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
SPRING SEASON
PHYSICALS REQUIRED FOR WINTER ATHLETES
All students planning to participate in WIAA spring sports must
have a current sports physical form on file to begin practice. If the
student has not had a physical since April 1, 2018, a new physical
must be performed. Physicals need to be turned in to the office one
week prior to the start of practice.
Contact Kerry Guyette, Athletics Secretary, to confirm your
student’s physical is current and on file. Mrs. Guyette’s email is
kguyette@depere.k12.wi.us.
The athletics participation fee is $36.50 and will be assigned in
the parent portal once rosters are finalized. This is a one-time fee no
matter how many sports a student participates in.
FIRST DAY OF PRACTICE:
March 9 – track and field
March 16 – softball
March 23 – girls soccer and baseball
March 30 – boys tennis and boys golf
ONLINE APPAREL STORE
Check out the customized De Pere Redbirds apparel available for
order at www.sidelinestores.com. Search: De Pere. Adult and children’s sizes, including sweats, hats, polos, sweatshirts, and much
more!

Student Receives Art Honors
Student artist Mackenzie B., grade 12, recently received an award for her artwork at the Scholastic Arts
Awards - Wisconsin exhibition. She received a silver
award for her mixed media piece Stretched, an accordian book. Her artwork is on display at the Milwaukee
Art Museum from February 1 - March 15, 2020 in the
Schroeder Galleria at the Milwaukee Art Museum.
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Singing Redbirds! News from the Vocal Department
By: Anne Marie Cummings, DPHS Choral Director
The Redbird Vocal Music Department has been very busy this fall.
Varsity choir performed at Fox 11’s Sounds of the Season on November
25. Also, varsity and other choir volunteers spread the holiday cheer by
performing at Heritage Hill and caroling at Downtown De Pere’s event
on December 7.
The entire Department performed their Winter Theme January concert on January 13. Jam Session and Chicago Street Singers performed
at GB East’s Show Choir Sh’Bango on January 11.
The big event coming up is Destination De Pere: Let’s Jam! on February 1 at DPHS. This features 14 competing teams and exhibition performances by our own show choirs.
Our Show Choir Day Camp is March 28 for grades 2-8. We will cap
this year’s number to 150 so get your registration in early!
The Wisconsin Singers will make another appearance with two of our very own De Pere Alumni along with students from
Foxview and the high school. Pride in Performance! It’s a great day to be a Singing Redbird.

Foods for Life Class Assists Area Families
By: Sarah Hardy, DPHS Family and Consumer Science Teacher
This year marked the fifth year that students enrolled in Foods for Life at De Pere High
School spent time meal planning and preparing complete Thanksgiving meals for families
in the district who have fallen on hard times. Over the past four
years, 54 district families have received these meals. This year the
students were able to assist 17 families.
Donations came from our generous district staff as well as a miracle minute during one of the home football games. The families
were then further supported during the holiday season with a plate
of homemade cut out cookies and a gift card for groceries. Due to the generous amount of donations we are able to expand the project this year into spring. Students in the spring semester will be
able to prepare meals for the families to assist with food over spring break.

There is a First Time for Everything
By: Robin Ryba DPHS Engineering and Technical Education Teacher
Reshaping the way people think about the term manufacturing, educating them about the high level of skill necessary and
the exciting future in manufacturing is crucial in closing the gender gap in manufacturing. In the De Pere High School Engineering
and Technical Education Department, we try to do that in all of our course offerings.
I am also very excited to share that for the first time ever, I have a class with more females than males! It is a very exciting
time to be a part of the DPHS Engineering and Technical Education Department.
According to Industry Week, “...research shows that gender diversity benefits manufacturing firms by creating a culture that
improves their ability to innovate and grow. And more than just bottom lines, women in manufacturing are building meaningful
careers—and quite literally building the future.”
There has never been a better time than now, whether you are male or female, to try out a Woods, Metals, Engineering,
Robotics/Automation or Architecture class at De Pere High School.
Pictured below are students in various Engineering and Technical Education Courses at DPHS: Kayla B., Allison F., Melanie F.,
Faith S., Megan D., Julie H., Lily K. and Josie V.
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Attention Non-Residents of the
Unified School District of De Pere

This newsletter is provided to all
residents of the Unified School District
of De Pere. The most affordable
process used to circulate this
newsletter throughout the district is
to use saturation mailing. It is costly
to avoid a few non-residents from
receiving our newsletter. We apologize
for your inconvenience but wish to
provide important information to all
residents. Thank you.

FEBRUARY - APRIL 2020
CALENDAR OR EVENTS

January 31
February 3 - 7
February 4
		
February 7
February 9
February 17
February 21
February 22 - 29
February 26
February 27 - 29
March 3		
March 5		
March 6		
March 6		
March 9		
March 12
March 14
March 16
March 19
March 20
March 23
March 25
March 27
April 2		
April 10 - 17
April 20		
April 20		
April 22		
April 25		
April 30 - May 2

Dickinson Retro Night at Chicago St. Pub, 6 - 10 p.m.
National School Counseling Week
4K Parent Information & Registration Meeting, DPHS, 5:30 p.m.
(details on page 1)
Coffee Klatch, Uncle Mike’s Bake Shoppe, 9 - 10 a.m.
High School Snowball Dance, 8 - 11 p.m.
School Board Meeting, District Office, 6:30 p.m.
Heritage Pizza, Bingo, Book Swap 6 - 8 p.m.
National FFA Week
LATE START (3 hours)
Redbird Productions Winter Play, Sweeney Todd, 7 p.m.
4th Grade Parent Orientation, Foxview Auditorium, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Dickinson Grade 4 Music & Orchestra Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Altmayer Grades K-3 Music Concert (Times during school day TBA)
End of Trimester 2 (Elementary Schools)
Coffee Klatch, Uncle Mike’s Bake Shoppe, 9 - 10 a.m.
Altmayer Grade 4 Music & Orchestra Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Dickinson Mardi Gras, 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
School Board Meeting, District Office, 6:30 p.m.
Heritage Grade 4 Music & Orchestra Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Mr. De Pere, Auditorium, 7 p.m.
LATE START (3 hours)
Custodian Day
Last Day of 3rd Quarter (High School, Middle School, Foxview)
Coffee Klatch, Uncle Mike’s Bake Shoppe, 9 - 10 a.m.
NO SCHOOL - Spring Break
School Resumes
School Board Meeting, District Office, 6:30 p.m.
National Secretary’s Day
High School Prom and Post-Prom Party
Redbird Productions Spring Show, 7 p.m.

