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YSCS Mission & Vision
Mission
To provide a personalized middle
school education that challenges,
engages, and prepares all students to
passionately pursue their dreams and
lead a life of active citizenship.

Vision
Young Scholars Charter School inspires
and equips every student to lead a life
of achievement, service and success.
Our structured and nurturing
community, comprehensive
programming and rigorous academic
curriculum are designed to build selfmotivated citizens, eager learners and
strong leaders – regardless of
circumstance.
Our graduates are driven young people who are prepared for the
future demands of high school, college, career and, eventually, the
world.
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YSCS Design
At Young Scholars, we constantly push our scholars to investigate, explore, and
discover their passion. We know that middle school is a formative time for kids as they
experience monumental social, emotional, and developmental changes. In addressing
these concerns, we use a curriculum from NewsELA for targeting middle school
students’ social-emotional learning.
To foster this, we expose students to
various careers, colleges, and other
paths forward to ensure they are
equipped to pursue their dreams and
lead a life of active citizenship.
We strive to help our students develop
the habits and skills needed to succeed.
Through our students’ access to
technology, our staff ratio, our
collaborative approach to data driven
instruction, and alumni engagement,
we commit to supporting our students
to excel through to high school and
beyond.
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YSCS Curriculum Vision
At Young Scholars, we seek to provide project-based learning and high
quality instruction to help students grow as learners and citizens. We
believe in rigorous and culturally relevant curriculum where all students
are given an opportunity to reach high academic success. Our teachers
engage in extensive planning, strong instructional execution, and common
skill-based assessments. Our curriculum engages students in building their
academic proficiency and social-emotional skills to be successful.
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Assessments & Digital Portfolios
At Young Scholars, we believe in diving deeply into what our kids are learning each day. As a way
to measure student achievement, we give our students many assessments throughout the year. In
classes, students will take formative assessments throughout the week to determine their mastery
of specific skills and concepts. Students will also take summative assessments so they can
demonstrate that they can connect big ideas from the unit and apply it elsewhere.
To ensure our students are learning while they are in our building, we assess students using the
Measurement of Academic Progress (MAP). This national test assesses students three times
throughout the year to monitor their growth. Since all students come in at different points, the test
will measure where they are in math, reading, and science at the beginning of the year, middle of the
year, and end of the year. MAP will also give students a goal for achievement the next time based on
their performance. These assessments are crucial into helping us understand whether our students
are demonstrating growth while they are in this building.
In addition to growth, we want our students to be outperforming their peers around the state of
Pennsylvania. Our students take the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests at the
end of the year to demonstrate that they are scoring advanced or proficient for their grade level. To
support our students in excelling on these tests, partner with the Achievement Network (ANet) to
administer benchmarks at the end of each quarter so that students can see their progress towards
grade level standards. We use the data from each benchmark to target instruction to the areas of
growth for our students as well as to measure their mastery for standards already taught. ANet works
alongside school leadership teams to strengthen their school-wide practice and culture of using
learning standards and achievement data to get breakthrough results for students in underserved
communities.
Lastly, we believe that there are other ways to assess students’ understanding aside from traditional
tests. Our students complete a Digital Portfolio with artifacts from their years at Young Scholars to
demonstrate proficiency in 21st century skills. This work culminates in our end of year Showcase
where we invite families and members of the community to view our students’ work and
presentations.
Using this assessment strategy, we know that our scholars will be prepared for high school and
beyond. All of our assessments work to measure the growth and proficiency of our students so that
they are leaving our building performing at or above grade level. We also want to prepare our
students for their life after school by instilling them with 21st century skills to be successful.
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Reading
At Young Scholars, we know that scholars who engage in daily reading develop the foundational
skills to be successful in high school. It is crucial that our students learn how to engage with and
understand novels, short stories, nonfiction, and poetry. Our students will grapple with theme,
characterization, and author’s purpose.
In today’s world, our scholars need to be equipped to
communicate their ideas clearly in writing. Students practice
using correct punctuation, sentence structure, and writing
evidence-based claims which are supported through analytical
thought.
Our Reading & Language Arts Curriculum aligns with our Social
Studies Curriculum so that both contents are reinforcing the
same reading, writing, and speaking skills. Students will cross
reference the content they learn in both subjects to enhance
their understanding of greater themes.

Scholars who love to read — and who read exceptionally well — develop into lifelong, independent
learners. It’s crucial that we teach scholars how to read deeply, write passionately, and
communicate clearly and confidently so that they can thrive as adults in a fast-paced, dynamic
world. Our literacy instruction drives thoughtful engagement with meaningful texts — across all
subjects.
Lions Reading Club
This new initiative is carried out during homeroom and embedded within classes. It is dedicated to
developing a love of reading in each of our students. They can choose a novel, or join their peers in
reading the novel chosen for their grade. Once they complete reading, they will login to
Accelerated Reader to take a comprehension quiz. Students’ scores are tracked and connected to
incentives to encourage reading throughout the day. Research proves that giving students a choice
and a sustained, silent reading environment will improve their reading skills.
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Reading
6th Grade
Our 6th grade students will acclimate themselves to the expectations of literacy in middle
school. Using a model of “high expectations/high support”, our newest students will
delve into different forms of literacy, including digital literacy. They will transition from
their elementary school vocabulary to more mature, academic language. Their class will
align with their social studies lessons so students get the background necessary to have a
deeper understanding of their novels.
7th Grade
As the middle grade in our building, the 7th graders will look forward to moving into
mature themes in their literature. They will begin to engage in high-level discussions led
by their teacher. Students will be expected to support their answers with evidence from
the text, both verbally and on written assignments. They will continue to broaden their
digital literacy skills as they develop a deeper understanding of the world.
8th Grade
By 8th grade, students will be well-versed in the academic vocabulary necessary to have
meaningful discussions about literature. These discussions will be facilitated by a teacher,
but driven by student voice. Scholars will bring their own experiences, as well as
knowledge from previous novels into their discussions and written assignments. The
reading material will pair with their social studies content to ensure that students are
receiving a robust understanding of how the setting and social context impacts the
characters. They will be expected to use their digital literacy skills as tools to help deepen
their understanding of how their novels relate to the world around us.
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Social Studies
At Young Scholars, we believe it’s important to help our kids understand where they
come from and how that fits into the context of the world today. Most importantly, we
want our students to become informed, engaged, and active citizens so that they can
help our world become a more equitable place.
Social Studies at Young Scholars is skill-driven, using the study of history and civics
as the vehicle for teaching students how to read analytically, write evidence-based
arguments, speak clearly, and think critically about issues that face our communities.
Our scholars dive into close-reading primary and secondary source documents. Then
students use their sources to craft original arguments supported by evidence. Students
have opportunities to investigate, write, debate, research, and present their
understanding of historical themes and concepts.
6th grade - Ancient Civilizations
Our 6th grade students engage in an exploration around the world. They follow a thematic
curriculum where they learn the foundations of geography and early humans. Our scholars analyze
ancient civilizations, religions, and interactions of people around the world. We believe in the
importance of grounding our students so they have an understanding how they fit into the global
context.

7th - Early American History (1492-1865)
Our 7th grade students engage in an analysis of early American history and civics. From learning
about the original Native Americans, through colonization, revolution, establishment of government,
and civil war, our students grapple with the problematic hypocrisy that was innate in the foundation
of our country.

8th - Modern American History (1865-2019)
Our 8th grade students continue the analysis of American history from the era of reconstruction to
the present day. Students explore the monumental changes that America experienced through the
freedom and segregation of African-Americans, industrialization, and rise of America as a
superpower in the world.
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Science
At Young Scholars, we believe in an inquiry and integrated approach to the sciences.
Our teachers support our students in guiding them to think like scientists. Across all
grades, students learn practices and skills that scientists engage in. They also learn
crosscutting concepts like patterns, similarity, and diversity. Learning happens
through experiments, research, and presentations so our students can drive their own
learning and dive into topics they are most passionate about.

There is an emphasis on the intersection
between civic action and scientific discovery
so that our students are always thinking
about how to apply their learning to making
our world a more sustainable place.
With our students engaged in the IQWST
curriculum of integrated sciences, they are
learning across disciplines through studentcentered and discourse driven lessons. Our
teachers are able to collaborate and spiral
content so that our scholars gain an in depth
understanding of Physical Science, Life
Science, Earth Science, and Space Science by
the time they finish 8th grade.
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Math
Math at Young Scholars emphasizes problem solving, critical thinking, and the development
of analytical skills. We know that math is not just about learning geometry or solving
equations, and instead we work to ensure that math is relevant and applicable to our kids’
daily lives.
We demand excellence from our math scholars by
teaching them to annotate the question, write down the
steps to solving equations, check their work, and provide
reasoning to support their answers. Using the Open Up
curriculum, our teachers are trained in a problem-based
approach to math. Each day our students begin their
math class by working through a task to identify the best
approach to solving the problem. This is followed by a
teacher-led deep dive into the concept or procedure best
suited to address the problem. Then students spend the
bulk of the lesson practicing in collaboration with peers,
using technology, or justifying their understanding of
the new concept. Finally, the teacher leads a synthesis
activity to address misconceptions and cement student
learning.
We understand the difficulty of math for many students. For Young Scholars, math is about
building the grit and perseverance to become real world problem-solvers and active citizens.
Our scholars build their confidence in math by being equipped with a plan for attacking each
problem and explaining why their thinking and reasoning behind their answer. This process
helps students practice habits they can use to approach all problems as they interact in our
world today.
As our scholars improve their math skills, some are ready for Algebra by 8th grade. They are
identified in a specialized group, spending extra time during the day in an accelerated class.
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Spanish/Writing
At Young Scholars, we want our students to leave us prepared for the challenges of high school. Our 8th graders
take a Spanish class or a Writing class to give them an opportunity for a unique experience that will enhance
their skills as they enter high school.
One way we prepare students is through our 8th grade Spanish curriculum, Auténtico. Auténtico is a
comprehensive Spanish language curriculum for middle grades and high school. It immerses students in
authentic Spanish language and cultural experiences through text, video, audio, and online learning. Frequent
exposure to authentic resources increases engagement, improves reading proficiency, and gives students
confidence to take learning beyond the classroom. As our own country becomes more diverse, we seek to build
bridges and strengthen our mutual understanding of one another.
Another way we prepare students is through our 8th grade Writing Curriculum, written by Lucy Calkins and her
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project coauthors. The curriculum aims to enhance students’ love of
writing, preparing them for all types of tasks. The authors have drawn on research to create powerful
curriculum resources and instructional methods. The goal is for students to feel confident in their writing and
use it as a tool of empowerment.

Specials
At Young Scholars, we believe that students need time to explore their interests and talent outside of core
academic classes. Our elective classes are a vital part of our curriculum, serving as outlets for creativity,
discovery, and physical activity. Scholars experience a balance of physical education, health and wellness,
and the arts.
8th grade art is taught as a Maker’s Space called Imagination Lab, where students explore different
materials (some low-tech and some high-tech) to turn ideas into real products. Students often collaborate in
teams and learn how to work together to complete a common goal. Units include engineering, electricity,
sewing and animation.
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Interventions
At Young Scholars, we recognize that all of our students come in with different strengths and
areas for growth. To accommodate and individualize each student’s program, we give students
time to work at their level using multiple online platforms.
IXL is a program used across all four core content
areas. Students begin by taking a diagnostic test to
measure their proficiency. Then students receive
recommendations based on their performance and
they are able to practice skills until they demonstrate
mastery.
Khan Academy is a program used to support students
in their math skills. Teachers assign specific concepts
for students to learn and practice to support their
instruction.
NewsELA is a program used to support students in their reading comprehension. Teachers assign
articles about current events and engaging topics for kids. Students are able to annotate the article
and answer questions to demonstrate their reading skills.
Assessment and Learning in Knowledge Spaces (ALEKS) is a web-based, artificially intelligent
assessment and learning system used for struggling math students. ALEKS uses adaptive questioning
to quickly and accurately determine exactly what a student knows and doesn't know in a course.
ALEKS then instructs the student on the topics he/she is most ready to learn. As a student works
through a course, ALEKS periodically reassesses the student to ensure that topics learned are also
retained. A student who shows a high level of mastery of an ALEKS course will be successful in the
actual course he is taking. ALEKS also provides the advantages of one-on-one instruction, 24/7, from
virtually any web-based computer.
McGraw-Hill SRA FLEX Literacy is a Comprehensive Reading and Language Arts Intensive
Intervention System for struggling readers in Grades 3 and above. It is a research-based digital
reading intervention program. When students receive access, they take a placement test within the
program to determine their reading level and needs. Based on this assessment, they are guided
through personally designed instruction and lessons to help fill in skill gaps. This is supplemented by
teacher led reading instruction based on Flex Literacy provided research-based curriculum.
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Character Education
Our Young Scholars are learning academics but also learning how to be young adults in
society. In addition to their academic skills, our students need to learn soft skills, executive
functioning, and social-emotional skills. At Young Scholars, we provide a holistic approach
and education to our students. Most of this work takes place in homeroom, community
circle, and social-emotional learning circles.
To enhance our character education program,
we purchased a Social-Emotional Learning
curriculum through NewsELA.
The following topics are covered:
Self-awareness
Self-management
Social awareness
Relationship building
Responsible decision making
This aligns with the values we model for our students and expect them to embody
each day. At Young Scholars, we look for our students to demonstrate passion,
responsibility, imagination, determination, and empathy.
We believe that students who embrace these core values will be successful in pursuing
a future of their dreams as well as a life of active citizenship.
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College & Career Readiness Program
At Young Scholars, we know that our students have many different dreams for their futures. While
many of our students are interested in college, we want students to understand that they also have
career options. Our CCR program has 3 major goals:
1.

Exposure: expose students to a wide variety of presentations and hands-on experiences
that sample diverse college and career options using Philadelphia as our educational
platform. There are 3 tracks of exposure:
1. Career/Vocational
2. Social Studies/Civic Engagement
3. Arts and Humanities

2.

Skill Building: build 21st century skills by
incorporating “The 4 Cs” into curriculum in
each of the 3 CCR tracks:
1. Communication/Confidence
2. Critical Thinking
3. Creative Innovation
4. Collaboration

3.

Personal Discovery: guide students by editing their exposure experiences and skill
building into personalized profiles of their unique interests, strengths, and areas of
growth.

At Young Scholars we work to help our students understand that being ready for college and
figuring out a career path starts now in Middle School. Naviance is a computer based college and
career readiness software provider that also works with 7 million students nationwide. This is
because it has the most comprehensive and robust features to support our kids. It allows for our
students to begin to explore what type of learner they are, what their strengths are as people, and
how their current interests align to possible career pathways later in life. This software allows
students to go on a journey of self-discovery to begin to think about the steps they need to take to
help them achieve their dreams.
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Expeditions
At Young Scholars we want to push our students FURTHER. We want to go past
traditional academics (standardized testing and high school placement) to prepare our
students for the REAL world and the 21st Century. Last year, we sent our students out
on over 50 trips to get them out of the school building on a series of field study
expeditions exposing students to career, culture, and service opportunities in the
Philadelphia area. Philadelphia becomes our extended classroom!
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Additional Resources
Assessments:
MAP Growth Test:
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/

ANet:
https://www.achievementnetwork.org/

Math:
Open-Up Curriculum:
https://openupresources.org/math-curriculum/

Science:
IQWST Curriculum:
http://activatelearning.com/iqwst/

Social Studies & Reading adapted from:
Engage NY Curriculum:
https://www.engageny.org/

Independent reading program:
https://www.renaissance.com/products/practice/accelerated-reader-360/

Character Education:
NewsELA SEL Curriculum:
https://newsela.com/
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Additional Resources
Interventions:
IXL:
https://www.ixl.com/

Khan Academy:
https://www.khanacademy.org/

Aleks:
https://www.aleks.com/

Flex:
https://www.mheducation.com/prek-12/program/flex-literacy-20162016/MKTSPRBT01M0.html

College and Career Readiness:
Naviance:
https://www.naviance.com/
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