November 2018

The Cougar Connection

Challenging all cougars to achieve—growing hearts and minds

NOVEMBER
College Week
16 5th Grade Colonial Day
14 Club/Class Pictures and Retakes
15 1st Grade Field Trip
Thanksgiving Break
Book Fair
Parents and Pastries
@7:30AM-8:10AM
(Morning Book Fair)
29 Literacy Night from 5PM- 7PM
(Christmas Choir Concert @ 6PM)

TCES Families,
1 Christmas Choir Tour
6 3rd Grade Nutcracker Trip @ THS
8 Girls on the Run 5K @ U of H
Polar Express Week
2nd Grade Performance
9AM for Students
6PM for Parents
21 Holiday Parties @ 9:45AM
Early Release at 12:50PM

As we reflect and consider all that we are thankful for at this time of year,
I want share how very thankful the staff of Timber Creek is for the amazing
Creekside community. The support we receive each and every day is beyond
measure. We had a wonderful Monster Mash which brought so many
families together in a fun family-friendly way. Memories were made and the
children had a great time! The PTO was able to raise substantial donations
that will directly support our students and teachers. We are blessed by your
support and excited about the “holiday buzz” that is coming to TCES over the
next few weeks.
I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving break with friends and family, as well
as safe journeys for those of you who may be traveling. Just a reminder, and
a request for support of our campus attendance goals, that
November 26.
With Warmest Regards,
Lauren Thompson, Principal
Follow us on Twitter @TISDTCES for “real time” updates regarding the
wonderful happenings at TCES as well as weather related dismissal changes.

(267 Total Absences)
Higher than the last 2 years–
but just short of our goal of 98%.

Compared to:
Oct. 2017- 97.4%
Oct. 2016 - 97.6%
Help us prevent the
The weeks before and after Thanksgiving tend to
be big attendance issues for us. We already get a
full week off; please do not take additional days,
at this time. It matters and makes a difference in
our being able to reach our goal. One family with
two students taking an additional day off at the
break, could make the difference when you look
at how close our percentages are in being able to
meet or not meet our goals.

Our character trait that we will highlight this month is
. TCES students will learn that this means “working
together to do more than you can do alone”. Throughout this
month students will be given opportunities to work in teams to
accomplish a task. Think of how you could reinforce this concept
at home.

A huge
for all of your help during Red Ribbon Week!

MUSIC

One of our campus
goals this year is to
reduce the number
of absences on our
campus. Did you know
that decades of research shows that missing only two
days per month can have negative consequences on
a child’s academic performance and future success
in school? Learning is sequential--an absence is a
missed opportunity to learn something the child will
need in order to understand more difficult material
later, even for students who typically perform at the
top of their class. You simply cannot make up for
too many absences through homework or take-home
assignments.
At Timber Creek Elementary,
year. In fact, from August through October, we’ve had
, and
. Education is a
partnership. As a campus, we promise to ensure that
students are challenged each day. As partners in
your child’s education, we need your help in order for
us reach our goal by ensuring your child is here each
day unless s/he has a contagious illness or a rare,
extenuating circumstance. Thank you for your help!

Dec. 13
2nd Grade Program
“The Incredible Reindeer”
9AM for TCES students; 6PM for parents

F I RS T G R A D E
November 15
First grade field trip to P6 Farms
Please pack a sack lunch, wear tennis shoes and class t-shirt.
FIFT H GRADE
November 16
Second Annual Colonial Day
During American History, students learn
about life during Colonial Times. Our
students will use their creativity to dress
up from that time period and rotate
through interactive stations reenacting a
variety of daily activities such as playing
Colonial games, making candles, soap,
butter and a few new stations to learn
about what life was like in the 1600’s. We
keep the FUN in learning.

FIRST IN MATH®
IS NOW LIVE AT TIMBER CREEK ELEMENTARY!!!

What does the First in Math® Online Program do?
®

First in Math is a curriculum supplement that gives students
the fundamental skills they need to achieve their academic
goals. It delivers fluency in basic addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division, while advancing higher-order
thinking skills such as mental math, problem solving, pattern
sensing, reasoning and number sense through deep practice.

All TCES students, grades 1st-5th, are encouraged to log on at
http://www.firstinmath.com using the following login information:
Username: TCES Password: studentlunch#
(note: it is not case sensitive)
All students are eligible to create a free “parent account”
after earing 500 stickers. First in Math® could soon be a fun,
competitive family activity at home!
Get started now ... weekly recognition will take
place at school for top players!!!

Health Screening News
As you know, we recently conducted
health screenings here at Timber
Creek. If your child failed any portion
of the screening, a letter was mailed
home. If you received a referral letter,
please follow the instructions listed and return as soon as
possible. Please remember this is a basic screening, and a
full exam is recommended by a physician. Health problems,
such as vision and hearing deficits, can have a big impact
on your child’s ability to learn. If you need assistance in
finding a doctor or financial assistance, please let me know.

A few weeks back, parents of ESL students
received a letter in Wednesday folders which
provided a link to the state’s assessment
website portal. On this site, parents can
access their student’s results on STAAR and
TELPAS as well. Updated TELPAS scores, which now include the
reading test and overall composite score, became available and
can now be viewed by parents. If you have any questions about
TELPAS or your child’s results, please contact Jackie MacPhee,
ESL Specialist at TCES.

Walking in a Reading
Wonderland
Timber Creek Families, we are excited to
share that our
will be
taking place
. Our theme this year will be Walking
in a Reading Wonderland. Come out and join
us for some fun as we discover the magic and
wonder of literacy! Each grade level will be
hosting fun winter themed literacy activities for
families to complete together. Make plans to
shop at the Scholastic Book Fair in the library
and be sure to check out our top rated Timber
Creek Choir! They will be performing their
holiday concert at 6:00 in the cafeteria. Every
student that comes will take home literacy
activities to practice at home as well as one
new free book! We are excited to celebrate
Family Literacy Night when we go, Walking in a
Reading Wonderland!

Thank you parents and students for your support of the Fall
Boxtop Collection Drive. Our school collected over
and we are well on our way to reaching our goal of
in Boxtop submissions for the school year! Please
continue to save and send in those Boxtops!
This year’s fall book fair will be held the week following
Thanksgiving break, November 26th-November 30th. We will
be open for two special family events, Parents and Pastries
and Family Literacy Night. A book fair preview with more
details about the book
fair will be coming home
in Wednesday folders.
Please look for that flyer
and consider making
some of your holiday
purchases at our book
fair and support TCES
Library in the process!

PTO NEWS
November 2018

$10,000

&

for our annual
DASH and BASH
April 12, 2018
6-9pm

A huge
Thank You
to everyone
for helping to make Monster Mash
2018 and the Write a Check Campaign
the most successful one yet.
It is only through the generosity of our
school families that we were able to not
just meet our goals but to exceed them.
Our Write a Check goal was
$10,000 and we
exceeded that
goal with just
over $12,000
in donations.
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The Track is
Under Construction

Check out our website
www.timbercreekelementarypto.
digitalpto.com
You can see all the generous
sponsors for our amazing school
and get information on important
things going on with TCES.

Our Fall membership
drive is officially over
but don’t worry, you
can still join. Go to
timbercreekelementarypto.
digitalpto.com and click
Join TCES PTO! Or go to
Join.myschoolanywhere.com
and enter TCESPTO.

It should be finished
soon. Watch your inbox
for information about the
dedication and ribbon
cutting ceremony.

important change

N ove mb e r 2 1

Crust Pizza is canceled

Dece mbe r 19

Crust Pizza is rescheduled to Dec. 12

