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   SAP 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

On March 31st, members of the High School SAP team participated in their annual SAP maintenance training as 

is required by state guidelines.  SAP Team members are: Jody Rainey, Karen Woods, Matt Rodkey, Kristin 

Curci, Tammy Buffone, Lisa Golec, Cindy Scott, Steven Hall & Christina Bruno.  To support the SAP team 

which advocates for studentsô successes, District Attorney Patrick Dougherty  served as this yearôs guest 

speaker.  Addressing the myriad societal issues that affect our students, DA Dougherty provided relevant & 

topical information. We would like to thank the DA for his pertinent & insightful presentation.  It was a 

remarkable training session.   

 

 
 

According the website of PAôs Dept of Human Services: 

¶ Pennsylvaniaôs Student Assistance Program (SAP) is designed to assist school personnel in identifying 
issues including alcohol, tobacco, other drugs and mental health issues which pose a barrier to a studentôs 

success. 

¶ The primary goal of the Student Assistance Program (SAP) is to help students overcome these barriers in 

order that they may achieve, remain in school and advance.  

¶ SAP is a systemic process using techniques to mobilize school resources to remove barriers to learning. The 

core of the program is a professionally trained team, including school staff and liaisons from community 

alcohol and drug and mental health agencies. SAP team members are trained to identify problems, 

determine whether or not the presenting problem lies within the responsibility of the school and to make 

recommendations to assist the student and the parent. When the problem lies beyond the scope of the 
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school, the SAP team will assist the parent and student so they may access services within the community. 

The student assistance team members do not diagnose, treat or refer to treatment; but they may refer for a 

screening or an assessment for treatment. 

There are four phases to the student assistance process: 

¶ Referral - Anyone can refer a student to SAP when they are concerned about someoneôs behavior: any 

school staff, a studentôs friend, a family member or community member. The students themselves can even 

go directly to the SAP team to ask for help. The SAP team contacts the parent for permission to proceed 

with the SAP process. 

¶ Team Planning - The SAP team gathers objective information about the studentôs performance in school 

from all school personnel who have contact with the student. Information is also collected from the parent. 

The team meets with the parent to discuss the data collected and also meets with the student. Together, a 

plan is developed that includes strategies for removing the learning barriers and promoting the studentôs 

academic and personal success to include in-school and/or community-based services and activities. 

¶ Intervention and Recommendations ï The plan is put into action. The team assists in linking the student 

to in-school and/or community-based services and activities. The team might recommend a drug and alcohol 

or mental health assessment. 

¶ Support and Follow-Up ï The SAP team continues to work with and support the student and their family. 

Follow-up includes monitoring, mentoring, and motivating for academic success. 

¶ It is the parentôs right to be involved in the process and to have full access to all school records under the 

applicable state and federal laws and regulations. Involvement of parents in all phases of the student 

assistance program underscores the parent's role and responsibility in the decisionïmaking process affecting 

their childrenôs education and is key to the successful resolution of problems. 

¶ For those students receiving treatment through a community agency, the student assistance team, in 

collaboration with parents and the agency, can assist in helping plan in-school support services during and 

after treatment. The teamôs effectiveness in helping the student and the parent remove the barriers to 

learning and improve student performance depends on the training of the individual team members, 

maintenance of the student assistance process, level of administrative commitment and board support, active 

parent and student involvement and the available resources both in school and the community. 

¶ The Student Assistance Program is administered by the PA Department of Educationôs Division of Student 
and Safe School Services in partnership with the PA Department of Healthôs Bureau of Drug and Alcohol 

Programs, and the PA Department of Human Serviceôs Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 

Services. 
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National History Day 

 
Ryan Fabin and Emily Marshall completed research projects to present at IUP for the regional National History 

Day competition.  The theme was ñTaking a Stand in History.ò  Ryan created a display about the Underground 

Railroad, and highlighted our areaôs involvement in the struggle to help runaway slaves.  Emily Marshall did a 

solo performance as Mercy Otis Warren, a colonial woman who was famous for her writing during the 

American Revolution, in a time that only men were supposed to write and be involved in politics.   

 

 

 

Guidance News April 2017 

 

Kiwanis Club Provides Leadership Advice at Annual Workshop 

On March 22nd fifteen Homer-Center tenth graders joined other tenth graders from each school in the county for 

the annual Kiwanis Leadership Workshop. The students had an opportunity to meet other student leaders and 

learn leadership skills from local leaders including, Commissioner Rod Ruddock, Mr. Jeffrey Tobin business 

entrepreneur, and Dr. Erick Lauber, Leadership Consultant and Professor at IUP.  
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The students representing Homer-Center displayed such respect and gratitude to the event planners. They 

certainly made us proud. 

 

 

Spring Has Sprung, Testing Has Begun 

 

The PSSA, PASA, Keystone and Advanced Placement Exams will all be held at Homer-Center this spring. The 

faculty has pulled together to give attention to tiny details that will enable our students to test in small, peaceful, 

and comfortable testing groups. We try to keep test takers in a contained area so upper class students and non-

test takers can continue to move through their daily schedule and continue with their studies while others are 

able to test in a quiet environment. This presents some scheduling challenges but through cooperation and 

teamwork weôve streamlined the process to meet the needs of test takers and non-test takers alike. Oftentimes, 

the students express heighted anxiety during the test windowsé so, itôs very uplifting to see the extra care our 

teachers and aides give during this time to help ease worries. 7th and 8th grade faculty and Guidance staff  
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gathered together weeks ago to tailor our PSSA testing groups to create worry-free testing groups to the best of 

our ability. Itôs heartwarming to see the little things that many or our teachers do to help their testing groups feel 

specialé right down to making homemade treats and giving extra smiles.   

 

Science Heritage Conference Competition 

Homer-Center hosted the Heritage Conference Science competition on March 16th.  The snowy weather tried to 

throw a wrench in our plans, postponing the competition by one day.  This year, West Shamokin joined the 

Heritage Conference, making it a competition between 10 teams.  The contest consisted of a written 

paper/pencil test and a quiz bowl competition, testing general science knowledge in the areas of chemistry, 

physics, biology and earth and space science.  The winning team was Ligonier Valley (first picture below).  

Each team selected an MVP, with the winning team selecting two MVPôs (second picture below).  Second place 

in the competition went to Northern Cambria, with Homer-Center taking third place (third picture below).  

Hosting the competition requires all hands on deck.  It was a successful day due to the dedication of teachers, 

administration and student helpers. 
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Homer-Center Heritage Science Team 

 

In Town Park 

The Homer-Center Baseball team, 

and many other student groups and 

community members, gathered at In 

Town Park for general clean up and 

maintenance.   The groups gathered 

on what would have been Kai 

Hrabovskyôs 17th birthday.  In Town 

Park was a favorite spot for Kai and 

his friends. 
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The Amazing Properties of Liquid Nitrogen 
 

Homer-Center 7th grade Science students welcomed Dr. Kupchella from IUP.  Dr. Kupchella demonstrated the 

unique properties of liquid nitrogen for the students.  The students participated in discussion and asked excellent 

questions.  They were awed by the frozen rose petals and the shattering of the plastic ball when bounced off the 

wall.   
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Heritage Conference Impromptu Speech 

Homer-Center High School played host once again to the annual Heritage Conference Impromptu 

Speech Competition.  The competition is designed to provide students an opportunity to speak from a prompt 

with little preparation.  Students choose from 4 prompts: current event, famous person, and 2 quotes.  They have 

5 minutes to view the prompts and prepare a response to one of them.  Once they complete the preparation 

period they move to the auditorium where they speak on stage with NO podium, microphone, or notes.   This is 

a challenging competition that requires a great amount of poise and confidence.  

This year the current events topic focused on social media and the role it plays in studentsô lives, and the 

famous person prompt asked students to reflect on President Trumpôs time in office so far.  Most students chose 

to speak on the social media prompt.  Judges this year were Mark Bertig, Mark Hilliard, and Jim DeCesare from 

Renda Broadcasting.  At the end of the competition the judges reflected on how impressed they were with each 

of the speakers and the courage they showed getting up to speak in front of a group in this format.  Ligonier 

Valley won this yearôs competition.  Homer-Centerôs team is coached by Deanne Magolis and consisted of 

Seniors Lynne Jaworski and Matt Alexander, Sophomore, Miranda Federinko, and Freshman Matt Lewis.  Our 

team finished in 6th place this year.   
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C.O.R.E. 

Students from AP Biology and Anatomy participated in a FREE field trip to CORE  (Center for Organ 

Recovery and Education).  CORE is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting donation, education, and 

research through organ, tissue and corneal transplants.  CORE serves as a link between those who donate and 

patients waiting for organs.  After an overview of CORE the students got to watch a general cadaver 

demonstration.  The donation process and many myths were also discussed.  The biggest myth is ñIf I am in an 

accident, will they still try to save my life?ò  The answer is yes, medical personal do everything they can to save 

your like.  CORE is notified after all life-saving efforts have failed.  During lunch students had a chance to play 

ñDonation Jeopardyò.  Five gift cards for $25.00 each were given to the winners.  In the afternoon speakers 

included someone who is currently on the transplant list, a donor family, and someone who had received a heart 

transplant.  Everyone is encouraged to be an organ donor. 

  

 
 

 


