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SAP

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

On March 3%, members of théligh School SAReam participated in their annual SAP maintenance training as
is required by statguidelines SAP Team members are: Jody Rainey, Karen Woods, Matt Rodkey, Kristin
Curci, Tammy Buffone, Lisa Golec, Cindy Scott, Steven Hall & Christina Brufmsupport the SAP team

whi ch advocat es edDustrict Attbroeg Ratritk Ddugherty sernvedas hi ssgyestar 6
speaker.Addressing the myriad societal issues tlfgch our studentsDA Douglerty provided relevant &

topical informationWe would like to thank the DA for hipertinent& insightful presentationlt wasa
remarkabldraining session

According thewebsiteo A6 s Dept of Human Services:

T Pennsylvaniabds Student Assistance Program (SAP)
i ssues including alcohol, tobacco, other drugs
success.

1 The primary goal of the Student Adsisce Program (SAP) is to help students overcome these barriers in
order that they may achieve, remain in school and advance.

1 SAP is a systemic process using techniques to mobilize school resources to remove barriers to learning.
core of the progransia professionally trained team, including school staff and liaisons from community
alcohol and drug and mental health agencies. SAP team members are trained to identify problems,
determine whether or not the presenting problem lies within the respdgbtine school and to make
recommendations to assist the student and the parent. When the problem lies beyond the scope of the
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school, the SAP team will assist the parent and student so they may access services within the communit
The student assistamteam members do not diagnose, treat or refer to treatment; but they may refer for a
screening or an assessment for treatment.

There are four phases to the student assistance process:

T

Referral - Anyone can refer a student to SAP when they are concariled ut s omeoneds be
school staff, a studentods friend, a family memb
go directly to the SAP team to ask for help. The SAP team contacts the parent for permission to proceed
with the SAP procss.

Team Planning-The SAP team gathers objective informat.
from all school personnel who have contact with the student. Information is also collected from the parent
The team meets with the parent to dischgesdata collected and also meets with the student. Together, a
plan is developed that includes strategies for
academic and personal success to inclugeimol and/or communilyased services aradttivities.

Intervention and Recommendationd The plan is put into action. The team assists in linking the student

to in-school and/or communitigased services and activities. The team might recommend a drug and alcohc
or mental health assessment.

Support and Follow-Up i The SAP team continues to work with and support the student and their family.
Follow-up includes monitoring, mentoring, and motivating for academic success.

It is the parentds right to be alsochaolrecads undenthe h e
applicable state and federal laws and regulations. Involvement of parents in all phases of the student
assistance program underscores the parent's role and responsibility in the ideeisiiog process affecting
theirchildre® s education and is key to the successful
For those students receiving treatment through a community agency, the student assistance team, in
collaboration with parents and the agency, can assist in helping gahanl support seices during and
after treatment. The teamds effectiveness in he
learning and improve student performance depends on the training of the individual team members,
maintenance of the student assistamroegss, level of administrative commitment and board support, active
parent and student involvement and the available resources both in school and the community.

The Student Assistance Program is administered
and Safe School Services in partnership with t
Programs, and the PA Department of HurBa@a r v Dftice @f Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services.

h
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National History Day

Ryan Fabin and Emily Marshall completed research projects to present at IUP for the regional National Histo
Day competition.The theme wagBTaking a Stand in History. Ryan created a display about the Underground
Railroad, and highlighted our aanvolvement in the struggle to help runaway sla&E®ily Marshall did a

solo performance as Mercy Otis Warren, a colonial woman who was famous for her writing during the
American Revolution, in a time that only men were supposed to write and be involved in politics.
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Guidance News April 2017

Kiwanis Club Provides Leadership Advice at Annual Workshop

On March 22¢fifteen HomerCenter tenth graders joined other tenth graders from each school in the county fo
the annual Kiwanis Leadership Workshop. The students had an opportunity to meet other student leaders an
learn leadership skills from local leaders includi@@mmissioner Rod Ruddock, Mr. Jeffrey Tobin business
entrepreneur, and Dr. Erick Lauber, Leadership Consultant and Professor at IUP.
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The students representing Hont&enter displayed such respect and gratitude to the event @amhey
certainly made siproud.

Spring Has Sprung, Testing Has Begun

The PSSA, PASA, Keystone and Advanced Placement Exams will all be held at-Benter this spring. The
faculty has pulled together to give attention to tiny details that will enable our studentsristeali, peaceful,

and comfortable testing groups. We try to keep test takers in a contained area so upper class students and n
test takers can continue to move through their daily schedule and continue with their studies while others are
able to testn a quiet environment. This presents some scheduling challenges but through cooperation and
teamwor k webdbve streamlined t he pr-testtakersalike. ©ftemienest t
the students express heighted anxiety during thetesh d ows é so, 1t o6s very upl:.
teachers and aides give during this time to help ease worfiasad?" grade faculty and Guidance staff
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gathered together weeks ago to tailor our PSSA testing groups to creatdéramtasing groups to the best of
our ability. 1tds heartwarming to see the little
special é right down to making homemade treats an

Science Heritage Conference Competdn

HomerCenter hosted the Heritage Conference Science competition on M&tci 6 snowy weather tried to
throw a wrench in our plans, postponing the competition by one day. This year, West Shamokin joined the
Heritage Conference, making it a competitbetween 10 teams. The contest consisted of a written
paper/pencil test and a quiz bowl competition, testing general science knowledge in the areas of chemistry,
physics, biology and earth and space science. The winning team was Ligonier Vallpic{tirstbelow).

Each team selected an MVP, with the winning team
in the competition went to Northern Cambria, with Hor@enter taking third place (third picture below).

Hosting the competitionequires all hands on deck. It was a successful day due to the dedication of teachers,
administration and student helpers
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HomerCenter Heritage Science Team

In Town Park

The HomerCenter Baseball team, g
and many other student groups anc

communitymembers, gathered at I
Town Park for general clean up an(
maintenance. The groups gathereZ %
on what would have been Kai Cr— o
Hr a b o v s"bighday. InTown
Park was a favorite spot for Kai anc

his friends.
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The Amazing Properties of Liquid Nitrogen

HomerCenter ¥ grade Science students welcomed Dr. Kupchella from IUP. Dr. Kupchella demonstrated the
unique properties of liquid nitrogen for the students. The students participated in discussion and asked excel

guestions. They were adidy the frozen rose petals and the shattering of the plastic ball when bounced off the
wall.
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Heritage Conference Impromptu Speech

HomerCenter High School played host once again to the annual Heritage Conference Impromptu
Speech CompetitionThe competition is designed to provide students an opportunity to speak from a prompt
with little preparation. Students choose from 4 prompts: current event, famous person, and 2 quotes. They t
5 minutes to view the prompts and prepare a responsetofdghem. Once they complete the preparation
period they move to the auditorium where they speak on stage with NO podium, microphone, or notes. This
a challenging competition that requires a great amount of poise and confidence.

This yearthecuent events topic focused on social med
famous person prompt asked students to reflect o
to speak on the social media prompt. Judges thiswe Mark Bertig, Mark Hilliard, and Jim DeCesare from
Renda Broadcasting. At the end of the competition the judges reflected on how impressed they were with ea
of the speakers and the courage they showed getting up to speak in front of a graujpim#iti Ligonier
Vall ey won this ye@edlOsecompeéamiios.coalomed by De
Seniors Lynne Jaworski and Matt Alexander, Sophomore, Miranda Federinko, and Freshman Matt Lewis. Ot
team finished in 8 place this year.
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C.O.R.E.

Students from AP Biology and Anatomy patrticipated FREEfield trip to CORE (Center for Organ

Recovery and Education). CORE is a +poofit organization dedicated to promoting donation, education, and
researctthrough organ, tissue and corneal transplants. CORE serves as a link between those who donate ar
patients waiting for organs. After an overview of CORE the students got to watch a general cadaver

demonstration. The donation process and many mythsavers o0 di scussed. The big
accident, will they still try to save my |ife?60
your like. CORE is notified after all lifsaving efforts have failed. During luncludénts had a chance to play
ADonation Jeopardyo. Five gift cards for $25.00

included someone who is currently on the transplant list, a donor family, and someone who had received a he
transplah Everyone is encouraged to be an organ donor.



