Wildcat Tale
April 2017

SAP
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
On March 31st, members of the High School SAP team participated in their annual SAP maintenance training as
is required by state guidelines. SAP Team members are: Jody Rainey, Karen Woods, Matt Rodkey, Kristin
Curci, Tammy Buffone, Lisa Golec, Cindy Scott, Steven Hall & Christina Bruno. To support the SAP team
which advocates for students’ successes, District Attorney Patrick Dougherty served as this year’s guest
speaker. Addressing the myriad societal issues that affect our students, DA Dougherty provided relevant &
topical information. We would like to thank the DA for his pertinent & insightful presentation. It was a
remarkable training session.

According the website of PA’s Dept of Human Services:
 Pennsylvania’s Student Assistance Program (SAP) is designed to assist school personnel in identifying
issues including alcohol, tobacco, other drugs and mental health issues which pose a barrier to a student’s
success.
 The primary goal of the Student Assistance Program (SAP) is to help students overcome these barriers in
order that they may achieve, remain in school and advance.
 SAP is a systemic process using techniques to mobilize school resources to remove barriers to learning. The
core of the program is a professionally trained team, including school staff and liaisons from community
alcohol and drug and mental health agencies. SAP team members are trained to identify problems,
determine whether or not the presenting problem lies within the responsibility of the school and to make
recommendations to assist the student and the parent. When the problem lies beyond the scope of the
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school, the SAP team will assist the parent and student so they may access services within the community.
The student assistance team members do not diagnose, treat or refer to treatment; but they may refer for a
screening or an assessment for treatment.
There are four phases to the student assistance process:
 Referral - Anyone can refer a student to SAP when they are concerned about someone’s behavior: any
school staff, a student’s friend, a family member or community member. The students themselves can even
go directly to the SAP team to ask for help. The SAP team contacts the parent for permission to proceed
with the SAP process.
 Team Planning - The SAP team gathers objective information about the student’s performance in school
from all school personnel who have contact with the student. Information is also collected from the parent.
The team meets with the parent to discuss the data collected and also meets with the student. Together, a
plan is developed that includes strategies for removing the learning barriers and promoting the student’s
academic and personal success to include in-school and/or community-based services and activities.
 Intervention and Recommendations – The plan is put into action. The team assists in linking the student
to in-school and/or community-based services and activities. The team might recommend a drug and alcohol
or mental health assessment.
 Support and Follow-Up – The SAP team continues to work with and support the student and their family.
Follow-up includes monitoring, mentoring, and motivating for academic success.
 It is the parent’s right to be involved in the process and to have full access to all school records under the
applicable state and federal laws and regulations. Involvement of parents in all phases of the student
assistance program underscores the parent's role and responsibility in the decision–making process affecting
their children’s education and is key to the successful resolution of problems.
 For those students receiving treatment through a community agency, the student assistance team, in
collaboration with parents and the agency, can assist in helping plan in-school support services during and
after treatment. The team’s effectiveness in helping the student and the parent remove the barriers to
learning and improve student performance depends on the training of the individual team members,
maintenance of the student assistance process, level of administrative commitment and board support, active
parent and student involvement and the available resources both in school and the community.
 The Student Assistance Program is administered by the PA Department of Education’s Division of Student
and Safe School Services in partnership with the PA Department of Health’s Bureau of Drug and Alcohol
Programs, and the PA Department of Human Service’s Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services.
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National History Day
Ryan Fabin and Emily Marshall completed research projects to present at IUP for the regional National History
Day competition. The theme was “Taking a Stand in History.” Ryan created a display about the Underground
Railroad, and highlighted our area’s involvement in the struggle to help runaway slaves. Emily Marshall did a
solo performance as Mercy Otis Warren, a colonial woman who was famous for her writing during the
American Revolution, in a time that only men were supposed to write and be involved in politics.

Guidance News April 2017

Kiwanis Club Provides Leadership Advice at Annual Workshop
On March 22nd fifteen Homer-Center tenth graders joined other tenth graders from each school in the county for
the annual Kiwanis Leadership Workshop. The students had an opportunity to meet other student leaders and
learn leadership skills from local leaders including, Commissioner Rod Ruddock, Mr. Jeffrey Tobin business
entrepreneur, and Dr. Erick Lauber, Leadership Consultant and Professor at IUP.
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The students representing Homer-Center displayed such respect and gratitude to the event planners. They
certainly made us proud.

Spring Has Sprung, Testing Has Begun

The PSSA, PASA, Keystone and Advanced Placement Exams will all be held at Homer-Center this spring. The
faculty has pulled together to give attention to tiny details that will enable our students to test in small, peaceful,
and comfortable testing groups. We try to keep test takers in a contained area so upper class students and nontest takers can continue to move through their daily schedule and continue with their studies while others are
able to test in a quiet environment. This presents some scheduling challenges but through cooperation and
teamwork we’ve streamlined the process to meet the needs of test takers and non-test takers alike. Oftentimes,
the students express heighted anxiety during the test windows… so, it’s very uplifting to see the extra care our
teachers and aides give during this time to help ease worries. 7th and 8th grade faculty and Guidance staff
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gathered together weeks ago to tailor our PSSA testing groups to create worry-free testing groups to the best of
our ability. It’s heartwarming to see the little things that many or our teachers do to help their testing groups feel
special… right down to making homemade treats and giving extra smiles.

Science Heritage Conference Competition
Homer-Center hosted the Heritage Conference Science competition on March 16th. The snowy weather tried to
throw a wrench in our plans, postponing the competition by one day. This year, West Shamokin joined the
Heritage Conference, making it a competition between 10 teams. The contest consisted of a written
paper/pencil test and a quiz bowl competition, testing general science knowledge in the areas of chemistry,
physics, biology and earth and space science. The winning team was Ligonier Valley (first picture below).
Each team selected an MVP, with the winning team selecting two MVP’s (second picture below). Second place
in the competition went to Northern Cambria, with Homer-Center taking third place (third picture below).
Hosting the competition requires all hands on deck. It was a successful day due to the dedication of teachers,
administration and student helpers.
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Homer-Center Heritage Science Team

In Town Park
The Homer-Center Baseball team,
and many other student groups and
community members, gathered at In
Town Park for general clean up and
maintenance. The groups gathered
on what would have been Kai
Hrabovsky’s 17th birthday. In Town
Park was a favorite spot for Kai and
his friends.
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The Amazing Properties of Liquid Nitrogen
Homer-Center 7th grade Science students welcomed Dr. Kupchella from IUP. Dr. Kupchella demonstrated the
unique properties of liquid nitrogen for the students. The students participated in discussion and asked excellent
questions. They were awed by the frozen rose petals and the shattering of the plastic ball when bounced off the
wall.
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Heritage Conference Impromptu Speech
Homer-Center High School played host once again to the annual Heritage Conference Impromptu
Speech Competition. The competition is designed to provide students an opportunity to speak from a prompt
with little preparation. Students choose from 4 prompts: current event, famous person, and 2 quotes. They have
5 minutes to view the prompts and prepare a response to one of them. Once they complete the preparation
period they move to the auditorium where they speak on stage with NO podium, microphone, or notes. This is
a challenging competition that requires a great amount of poise and confidence.
This year the current events topic focused on social media and the role it plays in students’ lives, and the
famous person prompt asked students to reflect on President Trump’s time in office so far. Most students chose
to speak on the social media prompt. Judges this year were Mark Bertig, Mark Hilliard, and Jim DeCesare from
Renda Broadcasting. At the end of the competition the judges reflected on how impressed they were with each
of the speakers and the courage they showed getting up to speak in front of a group in this format. Ligonier
Valley won this year’s competition. Homer-Center’s team is coached by Deanne Magolis and consisted of
Seniors Lynne Jaworski and Matt Alexander, Sophomore, Miranda Federinko, and Freshman Matt Lewis. Our
team finished in 6th place this year.
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C.O.R.E.
Students from AP Biology and Anatomy participated in a FREE field trip to CORE (Center for Organ
Recovery and Education). CORE is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting donation, education, and
research through organ, tissue and corneal transplants. CORE serves as a link between those who donate and
patients waiting for organs. After an overview of CORE the students got to watch a general cadaver
demonstration. The donation process and many myths were also discussed. The biggest myth is “If I am in an
accident, will they still try to save my life?” The answer is yes, medical personal do everything they can to save
your like. CORE is notified after all life-saving efforts have failed. During lunch students had a chance to play
“Donation Jeopardy”. Five gift cards for $25.00 each were given to the winners. In the afternoon speakers
included someone who is currently on the transplant list, a donor family, and someone who had received a heart
transplant. Everyone is encouraged to be an organ donor.
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Student Perspective on C.O.R.E
Visiting the CORE headquarters in Pittsburgh was very educational. I was able to learn a lot about organ
donation that I was not aware of before the trip. The first interesting topic that was discussed was the myths
involved with organ donation. I even believed them before learning the facts. They were that they won’t save
your life if they see you’re an organ donor, many religions don’t condone organ donation, and you can be too
old or too sick to donate your organs. None of these are true. You have to die in a specific way in order to be
able to donate your organs, most religions allow you to be an organ donor, and the only disease that stops you
from donating your organs, is cancer. This was very educational, because I don’t think many people know those
facts.
The live cadaver examination also was very interesting. By seeing where the organs on an actual person
are, rather than on a diagram in a book, it allowed me to really visualize where these organs are. We were also
shown organs that were not healthy, which showed why some people really do need an organ transplant. Seeing
the diseased organs was very different because I had never gotten to see something of that nature. It was also
live, and explained thoroughly so it was very easy to understand. Instead of just telling us about organs, we
actually got to see them which was very helpful.
The stories from donor families and recipients were very touching. We got to hear from a girl waiting
for an organ, a woman who had received an organ, and a donor family. These stories gave a lot of insight into
what these people deal with every day and how organ donation is not an easy process for either side of the
donation. This field trip was very informative and I am now better education about organ donation.
Submitted by: Jessica Veshinfsky (Senior, HCHS)
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Heritage Math
On March 14, the Math Team competed in the Heritage Conference Math Competition at Marion
Center. Congratulations to Jesse Beacker, Anna Overman, Mikayla Dokos, Drew Hurd and Maggie Arone on a
job well done!

News from the High School Nurse
New Pennsylvania School Immunization Requirements

Children in ALL grades (K-12) need the following immunizations for attendance:
 4 doses of tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis* (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday)
 4 doses of polio (4th does on or after 4th birthday and at least 6 months after previous dose given)
 2 doses of measles, mumps, and rubella**
 3 doses of hepatitis B
 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) or evidence of immunity
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Seventh through 12th Grade ADDITIONAL immunization requirements for attendance:
 2 doses of meningococcal conjugate (MCV)
o First dose is given 11-15 years of age; a second dose is required at age 16 or entry into 12th
grade.
o If the dose was given at 16 years of age of older, only one dose is required.

 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis (Tdap)
*Usually given as DTaP or DTP or DT or Td
**Usually given as MMR
Revisions to Pennsylvania School Immunization Regulations
 A child must have a single dose vaccine on the first school day or risk exclusion.
 In the case of a multi-dose vaccine, a child must have a least one dose of the vaccine upon entry to
school or risk exclusion.
 If the child has a least one dose and additional doses of vaccine are necessary and medically appropriate
during the first five days of school, the child must either obtain final doses, or have the next scheduled
dose and provide a medical certificate / plan that would provide a schedule for the remaining doses.
 If the child has a least one dose and additional doses of a vaccine are necessary, but are not medically
appropriate during the first five days of school, the child may provide a medical certificate / plan on or
before the fifth day scheduling the remaining doses.
 The new regulations require a second dose of Meningococcal Vaccine (MCV) for entry into the
12th grade unless the first dose was given at the age of 16 years of age or older then a booster is not
needed.
 The new regulations require all students seventh through 12 grade to have one dose of tetanus,
diphtheria, and acellular pertussis (Tdap).

JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN APUSH STUDENT
In Ms. Bruno’s APUSH (AP US History) classes, students enjoyed a couple of new learning strategies:
Human graphing & Spider-webbing. Students were given a period to research, rank & debate four laws that
Congress passed, following the Nixon Administration: The War Powers Act of 1973, The Freedom of
Information Act of 1974, The Ethics in Government Act of 1978 & The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
of 1978. Students are shown here in their human graph rank orders, debating the importance of the acts & how
relevant they are today. Also, students created spider-webs after being assigned a specific historical person,
event, act, group or concept & then passing the next web (string) to show how one related to the other. For
example, students took on the characters of Ronald Reagan, the Moral Majority, Mikhail Gorbachev, Family
Values, Deregulation, Barry Goldwater, the National Debt, etc. After one person summarized his
character/topic, he threw his ‘web’ (the spool of thread) to another person who had to show how his
character/topic related to the other. Eventually, the web was passed to each student, showing the various
interconnections.
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Human Graphing

Spider-Webbing
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News from TADD
7th graders pose after helping to place the 36 ft. RED OUT banner on the lobby wall in celebration for TADD’s
first district-wide RED OUT DAY, a day to wear red in encouragement of good decision-making. While
students purchased shirts during October’s Red Ribbon Week, TADD purchased shirts for district employees
wishing to participate.

RED OUT VIDEO: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYbNMUqlfTpVXVuSUVZWFhPeUE/view
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Counselor Week
Guidance Counselor Appreciation Week was observed at HC March 26-31. TADD (Teens Against Destructive
Decisions) honored counselors in both buildings with handwritten Certificates of Appreciation and
Proclamations of good work. This was a timely salute as counselors worked nonstop scheduling and preparing
for upcoming state mandated district-wide testing. Special door-hangers, expressing the good works of our
counselors, were placed throughout the halls.
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Donors Choose Grant
Mrs. Adams and Mrs. Olinger obtained 300 headphones for student use, though Donors Choose.
DonorsChoose.org is a free nonprofit website where teachers can receive funding for student resources. Funds
are procured through random donors, friends and family, when your project link is posted.
The idea for the grant application stemmed from students in computer labs and classroom that did not have their
own headphones. You can imagine how chaotic it is when multiple computers are playing different audio clips
at the same time! The earbuds have helped to quiet the classroom and increase student focus on independent
classwork.

Health Class Guest Speakers
Senior High Health Education classes received information on opioid/heroin abuse from former Homer City
police chief Louis Sacco, and HCHS graduate Jodie Hamilton. Mr. Sacco serves on the Narcotics Task
Force and Mrs. Hamilton lost a brother to a heroin overdose. They provided current trends, real-life
situations and answered the student’s questions.
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2nd Grade Science
In April, second grade students began the Science Module-Soils. Students explore types of soils that make up
our planet. These soils include humus, clay, and sand. Students learn through labs that soil is made up of
different components with different properties that can affect plant and root growth. The students create
compost bags using soil, vegetation particles, and worms. Through observation, lab notes and planting seeds,
second graders develop an appreciation of soil for plant growth, animal life, and composting.
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It is with admiration and great respect that we celebrate the retirements of our colleagues and friends!
Best wishes to you all. May you enjoy adding new chapters to the books that have become your lives.

Roxanne Rouse

Lou Stepanik

39 years at Homer

35 years at Homer

Sarah DeVivo

Marcia Behr

32 years at Homer

28 years at Homer

Terri Koenigsberg

Deb Pavloski

19 years at Homer

19 years at Homer

THANK YOU…FOR YOUR TALENTS
Thank you…for your commitment
THANK YOU…for 172 years of service

