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Are “Teen Idols” a Bad Thing?
By: Mandy Long, Editor
Being famous is something every teen dreams
about. Most teenagers closely follow celebrities lives
and pay attention to what they are doing through social
media, TV shows, or even magazines. Pre-teens and
teenagers are heavily influenced by celebrities, and
sometimes may even try to change their appearance to
look more like their favorite celebrities, who have now
become an idol for them. If these teens fail to become
more like their idols, it can sometimes have a negative
impact on their minds and/or body-images.

Although there are
many negative aspects to
idol worship, there are a
few positives. Some
celebrities are helping to
raise awareness on mental
health and other taboo
subjects that many are
uncomfortable talking
about. For example, Ariana
Arianna Grande discusses her
Grande has been truthful
struggle with PTSD.
about her suffering from
PTSD after a concert bombing. This has led more
celebrities to follow her lead and show their fans that it
is okay to talk about their problems
and how they work through it.

Anxiety, depression, high stress levels, poor
body image, isolation, and obsessive
-compulsive behaviors are all
symptoms that are linked to
In conclusion, how much teens
celebrity worship syndrome; a
actually desire to become like their
problem that is said to afflict 36% of
celebrity crushes or idols determines
all people, according to UK
whether their view of the celebrity is
psychologists at the University of
positive or negative . Celebrities
Leicester. Celebrities can heavily
talking about their mental illnesses and
influence teens in areas like
their struggles definitely helps show
substance use and smoking. This
teens that everyone is human and has
might lead to some teens thinking it is “cool” to do these
problems. Additionally, teens can work through their
things, since a popular celebrity they admire is doing it.
celebrity idolization by talking to their parents about it.
Another thing celebrities heavily influenced is
A parent can make sure their child is not taking the
body image. According to a study done by The Today
“liking” to something that can be detrimental to their
Show and aol.com, 80% of teen girls compare
health. At the end of the day, it is important for teens to
themselves to celebrities, and half of those said they are find someone to look up to, as they are growing up and
unsatisfied with how they look. This dissatisfaction with figuring out how to be an adult, but teens need to be sure
the way they look, can lead to very unhealthy eating
that their admiration of celebrities does not go to far, and
behaviors like anorexia and bulimia.
they need to take care of their health.
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Bulldog Athletics
By: Natalie Sanchez
BULLDOG FOOTBALL COMES TO AN END
The Varsity Football team ended their season
at the Bi-District playoff game against Raymondville
with a score of 48-16. OG’s record overall was 5-6
and 3-2 in District. The boys played hard throughout
the season and never gave up.
“There is a bright future
for Bulldog Football,” Coach
DelPercio stated. “We appreciate
the foundation that has been laid
by this years seniors. I was very
proud of the progress made by
these young men, on and off the
field.”

OG Football
team at Donna.

LADY DOGS BASKETBALL
The Lady Dogs started their
season off in October losing their first
game against CC Veterans Memorial.
They started their first District game this
December against Robstown with a
score of 33-32. Currently their record is
19-8 overall and 4-2 in District.

This years Boys Varsity Bulldogs started their
season off in November. The bar has been set high for
this year’s team hoping they make it to
the playoffs for the second year in a
row. Currently, their record is 9-12
overall and 0-2 in District. Brandon
Garcia was named to the alltournament team at the Incarnate Word Brandon Garcia
blocking.
Academy
Tournament.

Steven Weng
walking away.

“This years group has
embodied the true definition of a
team,” stated Coach Jordan Huber,
“exemplifying a brotherhood and a
strong trust in one another.”

This years JV and Freshman teams have had a
tough round in District. But, they’ve been working hard
and improving themselves daily.

Mcenzie Ortiz and
Sarah Craig running down the
court.

“The girls goal, or destination, is
to be District 31-4A Champions,” states
Coach Huber, “and Advance to the Region IV
Tournament.”

The Junior Varsity girls have started out slowly,
but they are improving each week, working hard, and
staying committed.

Lady dogs waiting for
the rebound.

BULLDOGS HIT THE HOOPS

JV girls in a team
huddle.

“The team wants to do well,” comments Coach
Harrington, “because they know
their teammates are doing the best
they can for them.”

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Powerlifting
Jan. 26th Tuloso-Midway BOYS/
GIRLS
Feb. 2nd Mathis BOYS/GIRLS
Feb. 9th Santa Gertrudis BOYS/
GIRLS
Feb. 16th *Beeville (GIRLS)
Lady Bulldog Basketball
Jan. 18th Ingleside
Jan. 22nd West Oso
Jan. 25th at Sinton
Jan. 29th at Rockport-Fulton
Feb. 1st Beeville
Feb. 5th at Kingsville

Caiden Archer
blocking his
opponents.

Bulldog Basketball
Jan. 22nd West Oso
Jan. 25th at Sinton
Jan. 29th at Rockport
Feb. 1st Beeville
Feb. 5th at Kingsville
Feb. 8th Robstown
Feb. 12th at Ingleside

The OGHS Band
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The Orange Grove Band/Choir Members
make State once again
Out of the ten OGHS students who qualified
for area two qualified for the ATTSB All-State title.
Madeline Syma, Jr. achieved a spot on the All State
Choir as an alto. Alex Cantu, Jr. also qualified for All
State Band on flute. It has been about five years since
an OG student has qualified for All-State band .
“After years of work and determination, I’m
glad to have finally made the ATSSB All-State band.”
says Alex Cantu, "I thank God and everyone who has
helped and supported me along the way.”
Competition began with members of the
OGHS bands travelling to West Oso to compete for a
chair in the region bands, and choirs, on December 8,
2018. Below are the names of students who made
Region band, and choir. “*,” Identifies area band
students, “**,” signifies state members.
Alexandria Cantu**

Natalia Canelo*

Juan Canelo

Isabella Cobb

Nocona Lindquist*

Mandy Long

Danielle Kuper

Amaura Perterson

Amanda Ingram*

Karyna Posada

Leeann Lopez

Madeline Syma**

Hannah Little*

Asia Ngo*

Julie Garcia

Isaiah Cole*

Anthony Garza*

Alex Harrison

Craig Gordon*

Chris Gallegos

Isaiah Guzman*
ATTSB Area auditions, were held on January
12, 2019, at OGHS.
“We are proud of all the students that made
area,” says Mr. Perez, head band director, “They all
worked hard.”

Madeline Syma and Alex Cantu ATTSB All-State
Choir/Band members

The Area Qualifiers (Craig Gordon not pictured.)

Region Band Qualifiers (Craig Gordon, Juan Canelo. and
Chris Gallegos not pictured)

Upcoming Events
UIL Solo and Ensemble– February 9th, TAMUK
All State Concert - Texas Music Educators Convention,
Saturday February 16, 2019
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By: Hannah Little
FCCLA Elves Visit Primary Students
Orange Grove FCCLA Members went to the Primary
campus to share their Christmas Spirit with the students, on
Thursday, December 20th. This project was organized by
FCCLA Members Brian Lee, Cord Baxter, and Ryan Carrion,
who will be using this as their STAR Event Project.
Head Elves Brian Lee, Ryan
Carrion, and Cord Baxter at the
Primary Christmas Day

“Our Primary Christmas Project was a huge success!”
said Orange Grove FCCLA Member, Ryan Carrion. “The
members had a lot of fun interacting with the Primary
Students, and you could tell that the Primary Students enjoyed
it as well.”
At the Primary, the Elves from Orange Grove FCCLA
helped the Primary Students write letters to Santa, make
reindeer food, decorate ornaments, and so much more!
“This was my first year participating in this project
and I had such a fun time.” said FCCLA Officer, Natalie
Serna. “I loved helping the kids make ornaments and getting
them into the Christmas Spirit.”

FCCLA Christmas Elves at the
Primary Christmas Day

Head elves Brian, Cord, and Ryan will be competing
with this Community Service Project at the Texas FCCLA
Region V Leadership Conference on January 30, 2019.

FCCLA Members Spread Holiday Cheer at
Calallen Nursing Home
On Friday, December 14th, Orange Grove
FCCLA members went to the Calallen Nursing Home
to make their Holiday Season bright by doing several
Christmas activities with them.
“I loved visiting the Nursing Home Residents
and interacting with them.” Said FCCLA Officer,
David Chiles. “Some of the residents do not have
people visit them throughout the Holiday Season, so it
is really nice to visit them and make their Christmas
brighter.”
The FCCLA Members that went to the nursing
home got to interact with the residents at the nursing
home, make ornaments with them, and even sing
Christmas carols. Our members had a great time
spreading Christmas cheer to all of the Calallen
Nursing Home Residents.

FCCLA
Members
helping at the
Nursing
Home

LDE Results
Senior Radio Broadcasting 1st place District, 7th Area
- Tristen Rokohl, Sadie Eichler, Robert Baxter
Greenhand Radio Broadcasting 1st place District, 2nd
Area- Leeann Lopez, Eryn Ellis, Alexis Jarvis
Ag. Issues 1st place District, 4th Area- Alex Cantu,
Heidi Hartman, Karen Gallagher, Amanda Ingram, Sarah
Craig
Chapter Conducting 1st place District, 8th AreaKalah Pressley, Clay Bluntzer, Cayden Dunn, Tylor Barr,
Tanner Budell, Kyndra Tauber, Kara Harris, Mason
Blanchette, Brooke Gallimore
Public Relations 1st place District, 10th place AreaAutumn Flowers, Katie Krall, Hannah Wells, Kiley
French
Senior Farm Skills 1st place District, 4th
Area- Rachel Gallagher, Rhianna Lee,
Jackson Rokohl
Greenhand Farm Skills 2nd place
District, 2nd Area, 9th State– Hallee
Herrmann, Ethan Gallimore, Kace Wilken
Senior Creed Speaking 1st place District,
1st Area, 6th State- Hannah Little
Greenhand Creed Speaking 6th place
District- Tracy Weng
Senior Quiz 6th place District- Isaiah Pena, Caleb
French, Justin Wright, Jinnelle Olivo, Andrea Sanchez,
Paige Lynch
Greenhand Quiz 1st place District, 4th Area- Ty
Pressley, Marshall Saha, Mallorie Overton, Vincent
Ochoa, Jazmin Castaneda, Emilee Fuhrken, Tyler Klepac
Ag. Advocacy 1st place District, 11th Area- Abbey
Spitzer, Kiley French, Audrey Dobson, Mia Voelschow
Job Interview 1st place District, 3rd Area- Hannah
Little
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By: Hannah Little
The Orange Grove FFA Chapter had a very
successful ending to 2018. 50 Orange Grove FFA
Members ended the first semester by competing in
Leadership Development Events. These events allow
members to demonstrate their abilities in public speaking,
communication, decision making, and knowledge of the
FFA and Agriculture.
“This was my first year competing in Public
Relations and I loved it!” said FFA Member, Katie Krall.
“I had so much fun with my team and I think we did well
considering it was our first year”.
Orange Grove FFA started out with 13 teams
and 50 participants at the Mesquite District
LDE Contest. They then had 11 teams advance
to the Area X - LDE Contest, which was held
on November 19th. At Area, OGFFA placed 2nd
in the Sweepstakes Division and had two teams
advancing to the State LDE Contest. At the
State LDE Contest, the two teams representing
Orange Grove advanced to the final round and
placed as two of the Top 10 teams in the state
of Texas. The Greenhand Farm Skills Team placed 9th out
of 203 teams in the state and our Senior Creed Speaker
placed 6th out of 695 speakers in the state.
“This being my first year competing, I was so
excited to get involved.” said FFA Member, Hallee
Herrmann. “We were really successful and I am looking
forwarding to competing again in 2019.”
Orange Grove FFA had a remarkable LDE Season
and they are looking forward to starting their Career
Development Events (CDE’s). If you want to join a CDE,
speak to Mr. Atzenhoffer or Mrs. Ivey in the Agricultural
Science Building.

Orange Grove FFA LDE Competitors at the
Area X LDE Contest

Orange Grove FFA LDE Competitors
at the Mesquite District LDE Contest

Orange Grove FFA LDE Competitors
at the State LDE Contest
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1 Play 2 Say: “Merry Christmas”
By: Esther Martinez

“A Seussified Christmas Carol” by Peter Bloedel and
directed by Carol Lindquist, Theater Arts teacher, was a successful
night for Drama Club. Over 300 friends and family showed up to
applaud the cast and crew on an amazing production. Along with
an entertaining performance guests were fed a Dr. Seuss meal of:
Who Hash, Truffula Salad with Grinch Dressing, and Timmy Loo
Pudding.
Everyone had a memorable night as the cast and
crew joined the audience after the performance to chat and take
pictures.
Earlier that day, the cast and
crew performed for the 1st Graders from
OG Primary. The children came to
OGHS to watch the play, and after the
play they hung out with the cast, and
received a Christmas cookie before
returning to the Primary campus.
“The play was a success and I’m
happy to see how well it turned out.”
says crew member Devin Kuper, Sr., “It
was a lot of fun putting the play together
and working with an amazing group of people. I’m proud to say it
was overall a great performance.”
“That was the best we ever performed the play, and I am so
proud of everyone!!”, says Natalia Canelo, “I cant wait for UIL so
we can start again with something new.”

A Rose For Emily
With UIL One Act Play coming soon, the drama students have begun working on a new production,
“A Rose for Emily” by Joseph Robinette, based on the story by William Faulkner. One Act Play auditions
were held before the holiday break on the 17th and 18th of December.
“This year, all who tried out for One Act were really good, selecting the cast and crew was very
difficult,” said Mrs. Lindquist. “Congratulations to the cast and crew of 2019 OAP: Joseph Barriga, Nocona
Lindquist, Craig Gordon, Anthony Garza, Matthew Guevara, Radley del Alamo, Mandy Long, Natalia
Canelo, Hailey Thurgood, Patricia Hubova , Kimberly Whitlock, Sierra Starns, Esther Martinez, Isaiah Pena,
Jessica Gonzalez, Isaiah Cole, Jenna Baker, and Devin Kuper.
“I am so excited to be in a UIL One Act Play,” said cast member, Patricia Hubova. “It is a great
opportunity to try something new and to work with a group of people that love acting.”
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By: Aspen Ahrens

Tech Club: Hard at Work
Before Winter break, the Tech Club
sold Pop-Sockets showing their “Bulldog
Pride”. The Pop-Sockets sold for eight
dollars and came in two different styles.

FCA & Spanish Club students who
sung Christmas Carols at Palma Real
Nursing Home.

FCA & Spanish Club Goes A Caroling

“We were all happy to raise money
for the club by selling something people
actually wanted,” said Natalia Canelo, a
Pop-Sockets sold
tech club member. The money will be
by the Tech club
used for community service projects, for
entrance into a film festival later this year, as fund raiser.
and if any is left, for next year’s film
festival.

Right before Christmas break, the Orange
Grove FCA and Spanish Club students went to
Palma Real nursing home in Mathis to sing, visit,
and bring Christmas joy to the residents. Many
students enjoyed the trip and interacting with the
nursing home residents. FCA & Spanish Club has
made the trip for the last couple years and hopes to
continue this tradition on.

Then on December 11th, the Tech Club went
around caroling Orange Grove for the holidays. Also
the tech club hosted a Christmas party on December
18th to celebrate the holidays.

“Yes I loved it!” Said Clarissa Vargas, a
FCA member. “This is the first year we went as a
whole club and everyone had a blast! I'm
definitely going to go again next year when we do
it again!”

Natalie Sanchez setting up
a game for the Tech club
members to play at the
Christmas Party.

FCA & Spanish Club members singing to the
elderly. Having a wonderful time.

UPCOMING EVENTS:


January 25, 2019 -Blood
Drive. Sign up with any
National Honors Society
Member

Tech Club
Christmas
Carolers
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Orange Grove
Junior High
By: Julie Garcia

The Basketball Teams
Traveling Through the Season
The OGJHS boys basketball team started out their season with a loss against
Kingsville on November 15th, but the 7B and 8B teams followed with a smooth
recovery in their game against Odem. On December 17th, both the boys and girls 7A and 8A basketball
teams competed in the London tournament, with the 7A basketball team’s record of 1-2 coming in 3rd
place, and the 8A basketball team’s record of 2-1, and coming in 3rd place, as well.
The girls basketball teams also started out their season with a defeat against Beeville, but quickly
recovered in their next game against Kingsville, along with wins against Robstown and Sinton.
“The Junior High Girls Basketball teams have been working hard to represent Orange Grove”
Coach Flores, OGJHS girls basketball coach, stated, “with some serious Bulldog Pride and a winning
season.” The 7A and 8A basketball teams also competed in the London tournament. The 8A team’s record
was 3-0, winning them 1st place, and the 7A team’s record was 2-1, earing them 2nd place.
“The teams already had great communication skills which attributes to their success,” commented
Flores. “As long as they continue to work at balancing their teamwork and communication, we should
expect to see continued success from these young athletes.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
Boys Basketball
-January 24th against Kingsville
-January 28th against West Oso
-February 4th against Robstown*
Girls Basketball
-January 24th against Kingsville*
-January 28th against West Oso*
-February 4th against Robstown
*Take place in Orange Grove

The Orange Grove JH 8th Grade A basketball team
competing against Beeville
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Students Excel at UIL & Science Fair
By: Jenna Baker

Art

Chess

4th Grade:
 Team 3rd- Mia Ontiveros, Callista Paxton, Amelia Alvarado, Raelyn
Kendrick, and Payton Riley
 4th Individual- Payton Riley
 5th Individual- Raelyn Kendrick
5th Grade:
 Team 2nd place- Andrea Garduno, Addison Archer, Zaydin Espinoza, and
Bailey Brown
 3rd Individual- Andrea Garduno
Dictionary Skills (5th Grade)
 4th- Leah Schroeder
Listening Skills (5th Grade)
 Team 1st- Rebekah Gordon, Lyzette
Zavala, and Alex Garcia
 3rd Individual- Lyzette Zavala
Oral Reading
5th Grade:
 4th Individual– Andrea Garduno
Ready Writing
5th Grade:
 4th Individual– Andrea Garduno
 5th Individual– Kiley Wilken
Story Telling
 2nd Individual– Avery Fontenette
 3rd Individual– Amaryn Cranford
 4th Individual– Majel Box

4th Grade:
 Team 3rd- Rozalye Zavala, Jack Prather, Nicholas Sprouse, and Tristan
Taylor
5th Grade:
 Team 2nd- Rayegan Lane, Rickey Lauer, Jamie Haines, and William Boyce
Maps, Graphs, & Charts
5th Grade:
 Team 2nd- Trey Klepac, AlexisGarcia,
and Daniella Tunchez
 4th Individual- Trey Klepac
Music Memory
4th Grade:
 5th Individual– Kayla Hackleman
5th Grade:
 Team 1st– Lyzette Zavala, Lindon
Lytle, Destiny Hernandez
 1st Individual– Lindon Lytle
 2nd Individual– Destiny Hernandez
Spelling
4th Grade:
 Team 1st– Sebastian Molina, Kara
Yeatman, Victor Gordon, and Delexsus
Cavazos
 1st Individual– Sebastian Molina
 3rd Individual– Victor Gordon
5th Grade:
 Team 3rd– Andrea Garduno, Rayegan
Lane, Rebekah Gordon, and Aries Carrillo
 2nd Individual– Andrea Garduno

4th Grade UIL winners

OG SCIENCE FAIR
WINNERS
4th Grade
1st - Raelyn Kendrick
2nd - Madeline Stacy
3rd - Kayla Carbajal
4th - Abbey Saha
5th - Justin Vermillion
5th Grade
1st - Kinleigh Carr
2nd - Andrew Goggin
3rd - Trey Klepac
4th - Andrea Garduno
5th - Daniella Tunchez

5th Grade UIL winners
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By: Jenna Baker

Wreaths Across America
OG Intermediate Student
Council attended Wreaths Across
America on December 15, 2018. OG
students volunteered with the
5th grader, Linden
unloading of the wreaths and then
Rodriguez shows his
placing a wreath on each soldier’s
respect.
grave, and taking a moment to pay
their respects and honor them for their service.
"I was honored to step in and honor the soldiers for
family members who may not be able to attend the
ceremony." Jayden Overton, 4th grade stated.
Wreaths Across America (WAA) teaches younger
generations about the value of their freedoms and the
importance of honoring those who sacrificed so much
to protect their freedoms. WAA’s mission is
Remember, Honor and Teach so that the lesson learned
lasts beyond the wreath-laying ceremonies on single
day in December . Wreaths Across America works in a
number of ways to show veterans and their families that
we will never forget. (www.wreathsacrossamerica.org)
Orange Grove Intermediate Student Council looks
forward to making this a yearly service project.
2nd & 3rd Grade UL Winners

OG Science Fair Rankings
2nd Grade
 1st - Breanna Schroedter
 2nd - Jordan Finto
 3rd - Brooke Ivy
 4th - Hailey Saenz
 5th - Lee Smith and
Kinsley Fuhrken
3rd Grade
 1st - Majel Box
 2nd - Phoebe Thomas
 3rd - Ben Boyce
 4th - Brody Sandoval
 5th - Aubrie Webb
UIL Results
Oral Reading
2nd Grade:
 1st Individual– Camden Dimbleby
 2nd Individual– Brooke Ivy
 3rd Individual– Jordan Finto
3rd Grade:
 2nd Individual– Wyatt Fuhrken
 3rd Individual– Kinlee Lopez
 5th Individual– Emily Caro
Creative Writing (2nd Grade)
2nd Individual- Blakely Brown
Ready Writing
3rd Grade:
1st Individual– Amaryn Cranford
Chess
2nd Grade:
 Team 3rd- Alex Pena, Khloe Contreras, and Makayla Galindo
3rd Grade:
 Team 1st- Ariel Yzaguirre, Samuel Tooker, Michael Ramos,
and Diego Hartness
 1st Individual- Ariel Yzaguirre
 2nd Individual- Samuel Tooker
Music Memory
3rd Grade:
Team 2nd– Cheyenna Vela, Kallie Dugat, and Andrea Pena
Spelling
2nd Grade:
 Team 2nd– Breanna Schroedter, Jordan Finto, Maison Migura, and Camden Dimbleby
 5th Individual– Jordan Finto and Maison Migura
3rd Grade:
 Team 3rd– Emily Caro, Ariel
Yzaguirre, and Kevin Gonzalez
 4th Individual– Emily Caro
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OGHS SPECIAL EVENTS
By: Erin Casas

An Eventful Career Fair!
OGHS Life Skills
students at the
“Extra Special
Field Day”, in
George West.

Special Education
Orange Grove High School Life Skills
Department competed in their 4th annual, “Extra
Special Field Day” in George West, Texas, on

November 28, 2018, .
“Extra Special Field Day,” established in
2015 by Bella Chapa, is an event where Life
Skills students from George West and
surrounding school districts unite to compete in
a friendly tournament and to socialize with other
Life Skills teens.
“The event has many things for the students
to participate in, from races to bouncy houses
and obstacle courses,” said Rachel Salas, OGHS
Special Education teacher.
The day was very enjoyable, and
everyone involved in the event had a blast. The
students were very satisfied. “They all get
excited and love going,” said Mrs. Salas. “It’s
something they look forward to every year,”
Additionally, the next Special Olympics
event, basketball, is coming up at the end of
February. Mrs. Salas has said that they will
be practicing and refreshing their skills in
anticipation for the competition.

Arturo Nava participates
in the races for OGHS !

Students checking out
options at the Career
Fair.

Orange Grove High School held
it’s annual Career Fair, on November
16th, in the OGHS Gymn. At this event
representatives of Universities, the military, law enforcement, and businesses
bring students information about different career paths.
Many of the colleges talked to
students interested in their campuses
about degree programs and the opportunities their campus offers. There were
also interactive activities for the students, such as a raffle and pull ups.
“Students not only spoke with
colleges and universities,” Ann Leal,
school counselor and organizer of the
fair, said, “but they also spoke with presenters about different types of careers
that are available.”
Not only were many prestigious
institutions represented at the fair, but
there were also a several branches of
the military.
“We had many attendees from
both the Navy and Army present,” said
Mrs. Leal. “All the students really enjoy talking to them.”
Like always, the Career Fair
was a big success, for both students and
staff alike. Mrs. Leal agreed with this
sentiment, stating, “I think we had a
great turn out for the Career Fair! We
had around 40 booths and everyone really seemed to enjoy it. I hope for another successful fair next year as well!”

Counselor Announcements
Juniors — Keep your grades up! Start working on resumes and researching colleges you are considering. College applications open July 1st.
Seniors — Complete FAFSA even if you do not qualify for financial aid, often it is part of the admission process. January 24th —Herff Jones will be here 11:00-3:00 to take orders for caps, gowns, and invitations.
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Library
Happenings!
Historic Reads!
A Book Club chat with the theme of Historic Reads was
held on November 30th, 2018. Book Club members were invited to
come and eat lunch in the library and discuss a recently read book
based on a historic event or time period.
“The best part of this theme,” said Iris Rivera, president of
the Book Club, “was reading outside the usual fantasy or romance
genre.”
This theme was challenging because everyone usually reads
their favorite genre of books, and they do not like to branch out to
other genres very often.
“Some of the members of book club,” stated Rivera, “found
a new subgenre of books they didn’t even know existed when they
went in the rarely explored sections of the library for a book to fit
the theme of the meeting.”

Courtney Browning unwrapping a book
during the White Elephant gift exchange.

Esther Martinez unwrapping a book
during the White Elephant gift exchange.

Iris Rivera in front of a library set-up
after the Historic Reads book chat.

Christmas Fun!
The library’s annual Book Club Christmas Party was held on
December 20th. There was tons of fun to be had, such as the Secret
Santa gift exchange, for members who signed up, and the White
Elephant gifting that Mrs. Jurecek had organized for the attendees.
“My favorite part,” said Iris Rivera, “was seeing how excited
everybody got when they received their books for the gift
exchanges.”
Everyone who attended the Christmas party left with their
bellies full of good food and drinks and with a new book from the
White Elephant gifting.
“Seeing everybody enjoying the party was another one of my
favorite parts,” said Rivera.
All who attended had fun talking and enjoying each others
company, which was a welcome break during the holiday season.
“Everybody is comfortable with each other!” said Rivera.
“There’s a good sense of familiarity in book club that allows for
people to joke around with each other.”
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ORANGE GROVE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Orange Grove ISD Removes Tuition Requirement for
Out-of-District Transfer Students Beginning with 2019-2020 School Year
The Orange Grove ISD School Board has authorized, beginning with the 2019-2020 school year,
the elimination of the $800 tuition requirement for all out-of-district transfer students. All other
requirements, as per policy, remain in place.
The District has been accepting out-of-district transfers for 10 years. Students whose parents reside
outside of the geographic boundaries of the district seeking to attend school in Orange Grove had to
meet several criteria and pay $800.00 per year. The board of trustees removed the tuition requirement
beginning with the 2019-20 school year at their October 2018 meeting.
District officials shall consider completed transfer applications requesting a nonresident student be
admitted into Orange Grove ISD schools based on the following requirements:
1. Availability of space and instructional staff;
2. Student’s attendance record, academic achievement, and disciplinary record as follows:
a. The nonresident student’s attendance record demonstrates at least a 90 percent attendance
during the previous semester.
b. The nonresident student’s academic achievement demonstrates at least a B or 80 average
when all core subjects (English language arts/reading, mathematics, science, and social
studies) during the previous semester are averaged together. Also, students who did not
attend Orange Grove ISD the previous year must have passed all STAAR exams the
previous year.
c. The nonresident student’s disciplinary record demonstrates good conduct during the
current and previous semester; any assignment per District level 3 or level 4 standards to
an in-school suspension program, disciplinary alternative education program, suspension,
and/or felony conviction is not considered good conduct.
This information is provided for the purpose of informing the public and prospective parents/guardians
who may be interested in applying for admission as a nonresident student.
Parents interested in completing an out-of-district application for their child(ren) may access the
application on the District’s website at www.ogisd.net under the OGISD Info link and then under
Transfer Policy. Download and print the transfer application. Applications may be submitted to the
Orange Grove ISD Central Office.

P. O. Box 534  Orange Grove, Texas 78372  (361) 384-2495
The Orange Grove I.S.D. and its Career and Technology Education Program do not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color,
or national origin in its educational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI.

