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Construction Is
Progressing!

Construction Timeline Plan

Strategic Plan Now Complete: 2 Ongoing, 2 In Design
Thanks to our community's support of School Bond Measures B and E, Albany is getting much needed new school
facilities.

AHS Courtyard Addition

Early 2019

AHS Addition

In Progress

July 2019

Ocean View

Summer 2019

July 2021

Marin

Summer 2021

July 2023

Student Housing Plan
The District Leadership and Principals created
a temporary elementary student housing plan
that is educationally sound.

Our Temporary Plan to Care for Students
Keeps AUSD students in AUSD schools and close
to home and community. Least amount of disruption to all students in our elementary schools.
Does not spend Bond dollars on leasing a space
for a temporary school.
Does not spend district funds on transportation
costs for students.

●

Ocean View and Marin School are moving forward as "fixed
budget" projects. This allocates budget dollars now to ensure
that Marin, the last project in the plan, will be adequately
funded.

In Progress

●

Ocean View, Then Marin: Because construction costs are
increasing, we have to use our bond dollars before they lose
their purchasing power. As the Ocean View site will accommodate a larger school, it is prudent to track this project next.
District leaders, including all of the principals, have prepared
a plan for how to keep all students in Albany classrooms
during construction. The new classrooms at AMS and AHS
will first be used as temporary housing during Ocean View
reconstruction.

AMS Annex

●

AHS Is Next: Building the Albany High School addition as the
second project generates more local classroom space. This
new addition will improve the usability of the courtyard and
provide fabrication and computer labs.

Projected
Completion

●

AMS Is First: Groundbreaking for the Albany Middle School
Annex on San Gabriel Ave. took place in Nov. 2017. This project was selected to be first because of the extreme crowding at the middle school, and adds twelve classrooms and a
performance space.

Status/
Projected Start

Closer access to current after-school programs
when students stay in Albany.

Temporary Housing Plan:
● Transitional Kindergarten/Kindergarten:
● AM/PM Schedule at all three elementary sites

and Albany Children’s Center (ACC)

● Transitional Kindergarten students go to ACC
● Ocean View Kindergarten students go to

Cornell and Marin Elementary Schools

● Ocean View grades 1-3 go to the new AMS Annex
● Ocean View grades 4-5 go to the new AHS Wing

Albany Unified School District ● 904 Talbot Ave., Albany, CA 94706
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We’re Proud of You!
AMS -- 2017 Blue Ribbon School

Albany Middle School was named as an
Exemplary High Performing National Blue
Ribbon School for improving educational
outcomes for subgroups which have
persistently shown a disparity. AMS was
one of only 22 schools in California, and
the only public middle school, to achieve
this honor.

Chess Tournament Award

Marin school students won a 1st place
trophy out of twenty-four competing
schools at the Berkeley Chess School
Elementary K-5 School Championship.

Debate Students at Stanford
AHS Speech and Debate Club broke
records at the Stanford invitational,
a highly competitive international
tournament. Multiple debate teams
made it to the top 16 rung out of 210
teams, and one student reached semifinals in a varsity speech event.

Science Olympiad Team to
State Final

The AHS team recorded their best
season ever by earning the third place
trophy in the Northern California State
Championships.

Freshman Forums
9th graders at Albany High researched
and compared approaches from around
the world on issues such as the cost of
college, reducing gun related deaths,
low voter turnout, STEM education,
renewable energy, reducing landfill
waste, reparations and reconciliations for
indigenous people, drug addiction, and
caring for the elderly.

Oceanic Science to National Finals

AHS Team won fourth place in the nation
at the Ocean Science Bowl Nationals
Competition in Boulder, CO.

Stock Market Winners

Out of over 3,000 teams nationwide,
three AHS students won a place in the
top ten in the Securities Industry and
Financial Markets Association Stock
Market Game.

Global Navigators for International
Perspectives

35 AHS students received awards to
study abroad Summer 2017. This year,
many new and returning students will be
studying internationally.

Musical Accolades

Five students were selected to this year’s
California All-State Ensembles; Jett Lim,
Leon Chou, Melanie Zhou, Xin Xin Duan,
& Will Traynor. The AHS Jazz Band was
one of 12 schools in the nation invited to
perform at the Monterey Next Generation
Jazz Festival. AMS and AHS Bands,
Orchestras and Choirs participated in the
California Music Educators Association’s
large group festivals in late March. All
earned at least an Excellent rating, and
many of the groups were awarded a
Unanimous Superior rating. At the Great
America Music in the Parks Festival, the
AMS Symphonic Band was awarded
2nd-place, and the AMS Orchestra was
awarded 1st-place and named the
outstanding orchestra of the festival.

Congratulations
to all of you!

How Does
Albany Compare?
Test scores, graduation rates, and
other measures of student success
are available online at
www.caschooldashboard.org
This state-run website reports absolute scores and change over time on
multiple criteria. Data by subgroup is
also available here.

Albany Athletics
• Albany High Senior, Ian Daly, to play
Men’s Soccer at Tufts University next
year. Go Ian!
• Albany High Senior, Gretta Kirkby,
to play Volleyball at CSU, Chico. Go
Gretta!
• The AHS Boys Wrestling team won
the 2018 Tri Counties Athletic League
(TCAL) Championship Tournament.
• The AHS Girls Wrestling team won
the 2018 North Coast Section (NCS)
Championship.
• AHS Junior Calder Abbott qualified
for the State Championship Meet, the
third male runner ever sent to State
from AHS!
• At the 2017 TCAL championship,
Albany boys cross country team
won first place and Riley Harmon
successfully defended her long
distance title for two years running!!!
• Varsity Girls Volleyball team won 2017
TCAL Championship!

AUSD Budget Update
Community meetings were held last Fall to gather input
regarding balancing the district’s budget. AUSD has been
spending our reserve for years, and is projected to be below
the state-set minimum in 2021, unless we do something
about it soon.
This situation has developed directly from the state’s
decision in 2012 to greatly increase all districts’ share of
pension costs, without providing any additional funding
for that expense. In addition, the cost of healthcare
benefits has greatly increased, as have expenses for Special
Education.
     The good news is that Governor Jerry Brown has proposed
one-time additional funding to California school districts
for the 2018-19 school year. AUSD is projected to receive
over $1M. These funds, and further deficit spending, will
allow the district to maintain much the same budget for
the 2018-19 school year. Planning to balance the budget
will continue next year. In the absence of significant new
revenue, the 2019-20 budget will be leaner.

District Offices Are Moving!
AUSD Business Services, Human Resources,
and some other personnel will be moving to
819 Bancroft Way in Berkeley.
Enrollment will be located at the corner of
Solano and Cornell. The mailing address of
the district office will be 904 Talbot Ave.,
Albany, CA 94706. Why the move? Land
leased in University Village was a good deal
for years but the site is no longer available.

Our Teachers Rock!

H

ow can history be taught in a way that acknowledges inequity and privilege? Watch and see
Ocean View teachers Brigette Bañales and Izzy Cohen
present their teaching methods at a recent Board of
Education meeting. See their dynamic and inspiring
presentation at www.tinyurl.com/OVSpotlight.

Safe, Supportive,
Inclusive
Everyone wants schools in which students feel accepted,
acknowledged, and valued for who they are. The 201718 school year has been exceptional in the actions that
have been taken to achieve this goal. Here’s a partial list of
actions. The district as a whole is looking at every aspect of
our operations, from hiring fairs to new Behavior & Discipline
guidelines to create systemic, long-lasting change. This longterm effort will be our focus for years to come.

Teaching Tolerance
Marin Elementary Principal Melisa Pfohl wrote a winning grant
proposal for an intensive weekend training program at the
Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles. More than 40 AUSD teachers
and staff attended this deeply impactful training and were
introduced to resources for anti-bias education. How to use the
Tools for Tolerance resources will be the subject of a professional
development program for all Albany teachers this August.

No Place for Hate
Albany Middle School, Albany Children’s Center, Cornell, Marin,
and Ocean View have all received Hate-Free Zone designation.
This designation requires assessment, anti-bias / bullying training
and three school-wide activities, including parent education.
Elementary and middle school teachers have been trained in the
“Classroom of Difference” program.

Albany Coming Together (ACT)
ACT completed their input process and produced a comprehensive
list of actions, goals, and activities that are now being used to
create an actionable plan. Their work includes district policies,
student and community engagement, technology, professional
development, as well as curriculum and instructional goals.

Social Justice Math
Ocean View’s leadership team participated in a Social Justice Math
Study Group at the Alameda County Office of Education. From
equity-based pedagogical practices, to lessons that integrate social
and economic justice issues, social justice math educators worked
together in this county-wide effort to explore, implement, refine
and advance this important work. Other Albany teachers also
attended this study group.

Ethnic Studies Course at AHS
This new course has gotten off to a strong start and is fully enrolled
for the next school year.

STAND and Speak
AHS STAND club members visited classrooms at the high school for
peer-to-peer discussions about racism and hosted an immigrants’
rights rally. The Speak group took its message on the road, visiting
classes at all of the elementary schools.

Culture (noun)

the beliefs, customs,
language, and arts of a
particular group or community

Parent Education
Elementary PTAs collaborated to bring a series of evening parent
education talks, including two on Race and Bias by UC psychology
professor Rodolfo Denton-Mendoza.
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Take a Look at the
AUSD Website!

Updated website is mobile friendly and ADA compliant
There’s a new look and lots of new features on the district
website. Check it out at www.ausdk12.org. The new website is
more focused and up to date with the latest news and events.
You can easily navigate to each school’s website to get school
news and information, and the calendar of events for all sites can
now be viewed in one place at https://www.ausdk12.org/apps/
events/.
You can also view school board meeting agendas, minutes, and
videos all on one page. Volunteer forms are easy to find, and you
can make payments for lunch accounts and field trips online.
AMS Annex

What Can
You Do For
Our Schools?

Support efforts to reform Proposition 13 while maintaining protections for residential
properties. Google California Schools and Local Communities Funding Act
Support our fantastic community organizations. The PTAs, Albany Athletic Boosters,
SchoolCARE, Albany Education Foundation, and Albany Music Fund all need your
help and are fun to join! Find out more on their websites.

