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The Patriots’ Ritual of Remembrance
~Hannah Campbell, Staff Writer
Nearly a century ago, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery first stood.
Recently, the eighth graders at Meads Mill have traveled to The Arlington National Cemetery in Washington
D.C. to visit this historic memorial. This beautiful homage to the fallen first started on August 3rd, 1956, when
President Dwight Eisenhower signed a bill into a law declaring the tribute to be made to the unknown soldiers
of the Korean War, World War II, and the Vietnam War. The dedication of the tomb of the unknown soldier
itself, however, was first dedicated to an unidentified American soldier from World War I.
Students Alyssa Bachert, Will Eby, Sophie Aheimer, and Pratham Satapathy were chosen by the school
to have the distinguished honor of
lying the floral wreath beneath the
tomb to honor this soldier. What is
truly unique about this ceremony,
however, is that in the middle of a
hectic and boisterous educational
adventure, every single eighth-grade
student, as well as dozens of audience members, remained completely silent for an entire hour. These
eighth- graders gathered in front of
the tomb to watch and support their
fellow students, as well as witness
the iconic changing of the guard
ceremony.
Moreover, the changing of
the guard ceremony is one of the
utmost importance and respected
roles that a soldier from the third
infantry, or the combined arms and
light infantry division of the United States Army, can have. For the few that choose to accept this distinguished
role of a tomb sentinel, or, the guard of the tomb, the responsibility is taken with the highest respect. Soldiers
must remain silent at all times and must guard the tomb twenty-four hours a day, twenty-four seven. Since
April 6, 1948, through rain, sleet, thunderstorms, blizzards, and even tornados, the tomb has been guarded and
will continue to be for years to come. While on duty, it is a Tomb Sentinel’s job to march twenty-one steps
across a black mat passing the grave markers of each of the unknown soldiers. They then turn ninety degrees
and face east for exactly twenty-one seconds. Next, The guard places his or her rifle on the shoulder nearest to
the spectators to symbolize that he stands between the tomb and any outside threat. If all is in order, the guard
silently and calmly makes his way back to quarters as his replacement makes his way to the center of the plaza
to begin his watch. The beautiful, yet silent and solemn ceremony not only reminds us of the
thousands who risked their lives in past battles, but the millions of men and women waking up
today to put their lives on the line for our safety, and our freedom.
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More D.C. Memories!
~Ava Chang, Staff Writer
Recently, Meads Mill’s eighth graders visited Washington D.C. on the annual trip. The students left
for the nation’s capital on May 18th and arrived home on May 20th.
In the morning of the first day, the visiting students arrived at various airports in the DC area. Some students
even had to wake up at 3:00 AM! After leaving the airport, the kids started their journey around Washington DC with
the Air and Space Museum. In addition, the students toured the grand Capitol. One of the amazing details within the
building were the paintings representing American history displayed on walls and even the ceiling! The knowledgeable
tour guides led the kids around the city, showing them many memorials throughout the day. Later that night, dinner was
served at Buca di Beppo, an Italian family-style restaurant. The tired students later checked into a hotel after a long, but
fun day.
On Sunday, the visitors wore custom T-Shirts,
designed by Danielle Goodman, for a group photo at the
Jefferson Memorial. The students visited Arlington National Cemetery to pay respects to fallen soldiers. There,
the Changing of the Guard and the wreath-laying ceremony took place. Students walked to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave
NW - home to one of the capital’s most iconic landmarks.
The visitors then moved to the National Museum of African American History. Fun fact: the total walk around the
museum was over 1.5 miles! After the delicious meal at
Abe’s, the students walked around the National Harbor
and rode on the Ferris Wheel; this was the first time in
Meads Mill history where kids on the trip were able to go there. What a perfect end to a fun weekend night!
On their last day in the nation’s capital, the kids walked around the somber Holocaust Museum; they learned
about the events before, during, and after the tragic Holocaust. Later, students went to the Newseum - a museum about
current events and the history of journalism. The students returned home happily in the night, eager to share their experiences. The memorable trip was a huge success!
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The Meads Mill Family
“Each of us is a unique strand in the intricate web of life and here to make a contribution.”
― Deepak Chopra

Mrs. Masi, a beloved science teacher here at Meads Mill,
always had a passion for teaching. She always knew she wanted to
interact with children, and that dream came true when she became a
teacher in Detroit after graduating from Wayne State University. She
was inspired by her mother, who was also a schoolteacher, and her
father, who was a cop. At first, she taught kindergarten, and then she
transitioned through all grades, K-8. She was born and raised in Detroit and moved to Ann Arbor when she was in high school. Though
Mrs. Masi is great at her job, it is not the only intriguing thing about
her. When she is not teaching, she enjoys summer activities such as
paddle boarding and pontooning.
Mrs. Masi loves her entire family, including her rescue dog
named Max. When Mrs. Masi first got Max, people would ask what
Mrs. Anderson with her husband, Ben
breed he was. Soon, her curiosity got the better of her and she decided
to do a DNA test. She discovered that Max was a mix of a
pug-beagle and a sharpe. Like many students at Meads
Mill, Mrs. Masi has siblings. She is the middle child, with a younger
brother named Richie and an older sister named Julie. Although Mrs.
Masi has no children, both Julie and Richie have two kids, her nieces
and nephews.
Mr. and Mrs. Masi and their dog, Max
Her favorite part of teaching at Meads Mill is helping students
understand and appreciate science, but nevertheless, Mrs. Masi will be retiring soon after twenty-five years of
teaching. Mr. Masi will also be retiring from his position as the Athletic Director of Northville High
School. They plan to split their time between Michigan and Florida, spending time with family and friends
when they are not traveling. Mrs. Masi says, “We both loved working for the Northville School District and
value the relationships we have developed with our students, and staff members at both NHS and Meads
Mill.” Although this is bittersweet for many of us who have experienced how amazing Mrs. Masi is, we wish
her an amazing retirement.
~Casey Leonard, Staff Writer
During passing time as you walk down the halls, you may encounter one of Meads Mills friendly
custodians, Mr. Jim. He has wor ked at Meads Mill for seven year s, faithfully ar r iving ever y school day
in the wee hours of the morning. One of his many
responsibilities include unlocking the school doors
and making sure that everything is completed from the
night before. After that, his busy job begins with helping others and responding to emergencies. Having
worked at Meads Mill for so long, he has seen many
examples of student behavior, both good and bad. One
experience he remembered was when a group of boys
screamed ear-piercingly loud for no apparent reason,
Mr. Jim and his wife, Aislinn
the sound of which he will never forget. On the other
hand, Mr. Jim appreciates it when students help each
other, whether it be with homework or helping to
cheer up a fellow student. Mr. Jim’s favorite part
about working here are the fantastic students, staff,
and parents.
Mr. Jim previously had many other jobs before
Mr. Jim and his wife Aislinn
starting at Meads Mill. Some include working at a
video store and being employed at a Ford plant for ten years. Although Mr. Jim enjoys his job, if he could
pursue any career of choice he would be a voice actor. He feels as if the tonality and inflection of his voice in
addition to the repertoire of amazing voice characters, would fit perfectly for cartoons. Some things Mr. Jim
enjoys in his spare time are creative writing, watching movies, and sitting down to read a good book. Mr. Jim
also enjoys watching wrestling and other sports he used to play when he was younger. When Mr. Jim is not at
work he is most likely catching up on some sleep, along with writing and working around the house.
Mr. Jim values many things, but one major aspect of his life includes family. Mr. Jim has been married to his wonderful wife Aislinn for 23 years. His favorite vacation was, without a doubt, a family vacation
in Missouri. He visited with relatives he had not seen in years and was glad to reconnect. Mr. Jim would love
to travel to other places outside of the country to learn about different cultures and make new memories and
experiences. Mr. Jim believes in the quote “Everything works if you let it.” Mr. Jim, a valued member of the
Meads Mill family, is glad to call Meads Mill his home-away-from-home!
~Laura Cencer, Staff Writer
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Online Learning
Future or Failure?
Elizabeth Hartigan

Sohil Jayee

PRO
Sitting in a classroom staring at a clock. Many of
us have shared the same experience, so what makes online
learning any different from this? Many things actually.
Kids who take online courses find their schedule to be more
flexible, enjoy 24/7 access to some courses, and there are no
travel costs involved. For many children and adults worldwide, online learning has revolutionized their lives and
made it not only easier, but faster to access their courses.
One might think online learning is not the ideal classroom environment for a teen, yet some of the most successful people in America studied online. How is it that they
became so successful? It may be partly because of the flexible schedule of an online student. Many students in communities across the nation are involved in extracurricular activities, whether it’s a marching band or soccer team. Everyone knows how difficult it is to fit one more concert, one
more tee-ball practice or one more meeting into their schedule. This is where online learning comes into
play. Students are able to arrange their classes around their
own schedule and are offered a flexible time frame for assignments. The Community College of A urora states,
“Students have the freedom to juggle their careers and
school because they aren't tied down to a fixed schedule.”
Online learning benefits the students by allowing for the
freedom and flexibility that many people could only dream
of.
Not only is online learning flexible, it also provides
24/7 access to courses and classes, no matter the time or
location. That’s right, this means that students are able to
access their assignments anywhere, anytime. In some countries of the world, women are prevented from getting the
rightful education they deserve. The A merican Intercontinental University says, “If you attend a school that lets you
access your coursework from any web-enabled device, you
can bring your classes with you, whether you're taking your
lunch break at work, on vacation, waiting for the kids at
baseball practice, or wherever the day takes you.” As AIU
said, online learning offers access to classes and courses
whenever students need it. Now, it’s even easier for teens to
make it to their events and not worry about missing assignments or classes.
Many students live in dorms in order to attend their
classes, or ride the bus to get there. Unfortunately, traffic is
unreliable and transportation can waste valuable time and
money. Imagine spending zero time on the road and still
attend classes. The CCA states, “For example, there is no
cost for commuting. Assorted costs that are related to
transport, such as fuel, parking, car maintenance, and public
transportation costs don't affect the online student.” No
commute time, combined with eliminated costs of transportation is clearly a cheaper way to study. According to the
AACT, college students spend approximately $1,760 on
transportation per year. Online learning takes care of this.
Overall, online learning provides flexible schedules, 24/7 access to courses and classes, and there’s no
commute cost whatsoever. College students and teens
worldwide are benefiting from E-learning each and every
day. Join the millions of online students and see the world
open up before your eyes with the click of a button.
“The Advantages and Importance of Online Learning.” Y outh Citizen Entrepreneurship Competition, 4 May 2017, www.entrepreneurship-campus.org/theadvantages-and-importance-of-online-learning/.
“CentreTech Campus.” Community College of Aurora in Colorado: Aurora, Denver Metro, and Online, www.ccaurora.edu/programs-classes/online-learning/
benefits-online-education.
“What Are the Pros and Cons of an Online Education?” Top Education Degrees,
www.topeducationdegrees.org/faq/what-are-the-pros-and-cons-of-an-onlineeducation/.

CON
With recent advances in technology, online lear ning has become a new option for parents to consider for
their children. It is making learning easier for a change,
however, it has created stress, anxiety and depression
among the students. It has produced hardships for the
teachers to keep up with the work. Online learning has created more problems than benefits. There are several disadvantages of online learning such as slow social development of student-teacher- parent relationships. Online
learning is less reliable, limits sociality, and gives issues
with time management.
Online learning causes limited interaction with the
teachers. Students do not meet with the teachers in the
classroom. In fact, students are taking classes from home,
cafeteria or library using technology causing chaos, devoting less time, limited understanding, low quality, plagiarism, and too much work. On the other hand, for the teachers, it causes more work by pre-recording lessons, videos
and assignments and more assignments for them to grade
online. Student-teachers have no interaction, other than
online. It limits face to face discussions and understanding
of the lessons, reading materials and supplements. There is
no social interaction with the teacher and among the students. Therefore, there is no bond similar to a classroom
setup.
Second, online learning focuses only on education. It lacks resources such as that interaction, clubs,
sports, and after school activities. They lack student engagement with learning, extra curricular and enrichment
activities. There is loss of group experience such as lab and
group projects. It is harder to study in groups because students either do not know each other in the online class or
do not have time to get together outside of the classroom. Online chat is not as effective as stopping over at
teacher’s classroom to ask questions. Communication with
the teacher is mainly over chat, email or discussion forums.
Sometimes, it can become painful if the student is trying to
understand a difficult lesson or a problem. It can lead to
frustration and negatively impact the students ability to
interact with teachers and other students. It is harder to ask
questions and immediate help when needed. It takes away
team building activities and social interaction of the students.
Third, time management is another issue with
online learning. It is hard to adjust to the online learning
schedule. Online learning does not have the discipline and
rigor of a school environment. Schools are structured,
whereas online learning is less structured and depends on
each individual dedication and capabilities. Students may
wait until the last minute to complete reading their lessons
and turn in their assignments. They may procrastinate their
work and assignments and tests would pile up. Online students get lower grades, there is no face to face interaction
and so the students do not perform well. Their dropout rate
is higher than classroom learning . They face more challenges and have more failure rates. This causes stress, anxiety and bad mental health with use of technology for online
learning and no interaction.
To summarize, Online learning is a good supplement to additional curriculum, however, it cannot replace
the traditional method of learning which teaches students to
be a happy, good citizen, self-discipline, active learner,
social, active learner and a great communicator.
Citation
https://www.campusexplorer.com/college-advice-tips/F0232E15/Pros-and-Cons-of-Online-School/https://
www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2015/06/16/12-Good-and-Bad-Parts-Online-Education

https://education.seattlepi.com/negative-effects-online-courses-1094.html
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5 by 5: Express Your Opinion!
~Elayna Feliks, Staff Writer
Mrs. Soukup- 6

Mrs. Howells–7

Mr. Gudith-8

Mrs. Debien-All

Read a good Chill, read a
good book,
book.
or listen to
some good
music

Mrs. Dow– L.C

Run more
marathons,
travel, garden,
and spend more
time with
family.

If you didn’t
have to sleep,
what would
you do with
your extra
time?

Read
books, cook,
hyper
organize the
house, and
workout.

Travel and/or
shop

What age do
you wish to
stay forever?

She wouldn’t
want to stay
one age
forever!

29 28 31 40
She is not
interested in
becoming
famous, she
just wants to
be the kindest
and most
genuine person
she can be.

What are you A teacher
most likely to who taught a
famous
become
student!
famous for?

Collecting
the most
buttons (the
kind you can
press)

Breaking a
Guinness
World Record
of some kind!

Some of her
students
think she
could be a
famous
inspirational
speaker

Albert
If you could
eat lunch with Einstein
one person,
living or dead,
who would it
be?

Oprah

Anthony
Bourdain

Susan B.
Anthony or
Ruth Bader
Ginsburg

John F.
Kennedy

Is online
Yes!
learning a
viable
alternative to
classroom
instruction?

No, but it can
No, but
be a good
online
supplement.
learning is a
great
supplement to
classroom
teaching.

It can be, but
it isn’t
always. In
her opinion
being in a
classroom
and learning
with your
peers is a
better option.

Online learning
is not a great
alternative to
being taught by
a caring teacher
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MEET YOUR FELLOW PATRIOTS!
We are showcasing three talented Patriots in this edition!
Two Eighth Grade Patriots Take Their Talents Outside of School!
Two of our fellow eighth grade Patriots, Andrew Lee and Albert Garbacik, both demonstrated one of our IB
Learner Profiles: Risk-takers. Albert was able to make it on the cover of a well-respected magazine, “Boys
Life”, while Andrew was chosen for an ensemble at an all-state Middle School Band audition(if chosen for the
ensemble, you will be able to meet with the other students who were picked and rehearse with a nationally recognized conductor).
Albert Garbacik has been a Boy Scout for four years and was very happy to receive the well-deserved
recognition after receiving the rank of First Class. The photo of Albert was
taken in Painted Rocks, Michigan, which is a National Park Lakeshore.
Andrew Lee started his first instrument, the violin, at the age of six and at
around eleven years old he started learning how to play the piano. When
Andrew started his middle school journey, he played percussion for band. However, after a year, he found that he didn’t have a passion for it and decided to
switch it out for the flute. This ended up being the best decision he made.
Andrew didn’t expect anything when he auditioned for
the ensemble and was quite
taken back and excited when
he found out that of all the
amazing flutists/flautists, he
had been picked. Andrew
was the only student from Meads Mill selected for the ensemble, which made him nervous. Overall, Andrew does
not have any plans for his future in flute playing and is inspired by famous flutists/flautists, like James Galway,
Jasmine Choi, and Emmanuel Pahud, every day.
Andrew Lee playing one of his many instruments.

Both Albert and Andrew were great examples of risk-takers which is an IB Learner Profile that we often learn about at school. This is because they both stepped out of their comfort zones and were able to grow
due to this.
~Staff Writer, Prisha Patel

All-State Band
Just recently, Mirielle Bros, one of Meads Mill’s very own, was accepted
into the All-State band program. Mirielle plays the french horn, and has been
doing so for four years. She says that getting into All-States was a great experience and was really fun. However, her amazing achievement didn’t come without hard work and some nerves. Mirielle says that the songs that she needed to
play for her audition were very fast, so they required a lot of practicing. “The
songs were pretty fast, so I had to listen and play along with them. I practiced a
lot, definitely more than usual,” she tells us. Fortunately, practicing didn’t take
Mirielle Bros
time away from the other things that Mirielle wanted to do. She was nervous,
though, before her audition, and afraid that a little mistake might mean the difference between a place in All-States and nothing. But after making it into All-States, Mirielle has built confidence and hopes to try out and make it again next year. She also says that she hopes to keep playing french
horn for as long as she can. “Until something stops me, I guess,” she says. We wish Mirielle the best of luck
for her future with french horn and hope that she will make it into All-States again next year!
~Addison Raffle , Staff Writer
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Meads Mill Sports Center
~Ben Cassin, Staff Writer

Track Team: An Undefeated Run!
The Meads Mill Track Team has been quick to start their season, and so far, they are doing amazing!
They have already won three meets this year, and they are just getting started. After an incredible season last
year, the Patriots are hoping to go undefeated this year. The team has over 150 members, and there are a lot
of returning athletes from last year along with many newcomers. Coached by Mr. Soukup, Mrs. Debien, Mr.
Umbarger, and Mrs. Clough, the team has worked hard to improve their ability and to perform their best in
meets. The team practices four days a week, and it is one of the main reasons for their resounding success during meets. Coach Clough stated: “Work ethic and passion is making the team successful. Also, being able to
transfer the information from the coaches and to use it well is very important. These are the things that are
making our team better. There are also many leaders on the team who encourage their teammates to improve
and to continue to become better. They are leading by example. When they stretch during warm ups, they do
it properly. They are inclusive of other members of the team. They cheer other runners on, even if they have
just finished a race. It’s these things that encourage the newer runners to do better, and it makes everyone feel
more comfortable and determined when they are running.” The team still has a lot of room to improve, but
overall, everyone on the team has contributed to the team’s success. The team’s love for running has also
helped them become successful. When asked about his passion for running, Brandon Latta stated, “Running is
fun, and I think that it is fun to try to push myself harder and harder so that I can achieve something such as a
personal best.” Many people are gaining a lot of positive encouragement and personal improvement on the
track team, and the Patriot Press wishes the team good luck in their upcoming meets.

Donate Your Shoes to Help the Environment!
Have you noticed the big white box near the office?
If you take a look inside, you will see shoes making a difference in our world. You probably are wondering how that is
possible, right? Well, when you drop your old shoes in the box
the MORE Foundation, a nonprofit organization, will make
great use out of them. First of all, if you just throw them away,
they would end up in a landfill somewhere. Instead, they get
shipped to Africa and a sold to vendors in developing countries. The proceeds from these sales go to purchase basic supplies, tools, and seeds, that in turn are given free of charge to poor farming families and rural villages in
West Africa and Central America. This helps battle deforestation, poverty, and hunger. This is a drive
organized by Meads Mill’s Student Council and they have already filled one box. Please, go through your
closets and ask your parents to help us fill another box before the end of the year!
~Deepak Languani, Staff Writer
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Happenings at the Mill!
Spirit Week: Another Great Success
On the week before spring break, the students of Meads Mill put their excitement for the upcoming
break into their clothing for the next five days. You guessed it, that week was Spirit Week, and the Patriots
sure had a lot of enthusiasm. On Monday everyone was relaxing around the school in their pajamas. With
some students wearing onesies and others wearing classic plaid pants, many students looked like they just
woke up! Then on Tuesday, the students expressed their loyalties to their favorite sports teams. Some students
wore Spartans jerseys while others sported Wolverine jerseys, which created a small rivalry. Next, on
Wednesday, the Patriots went to their weird side and became
wacky for Wednesday. Whether they put their sweatshirt
backward or switched a shoe with a friend, Wednesday sure
was crazy. After that, on Thursday every grade wore colors to
represent the colors of our nation. 6th grade wore red, 7th
grade wore white, and 8th grade wore blue. Lastly, finishing
the week with a bang, the Patriots wore the school colors to
show some spirit for their school. With a day packed with
movies, reading and the student-staff game, students were
sure to have increased their excitement before their week-long break. According to the Connecticut Association of schools, when students participate in Spirit Day they perform better academically, are more socially
engaged.

~Luana Firmino– Staff Writer

Donation Spirit!
Have you heard of the saying “We make a living by what we get… but we make a life by what we
give” by Winston Churchill? Though this is merely a sentence Winston Churchill told to the world, the value of each and
every word has a meaning that means more than anything. Giving to all those blue-collar citizens who are not financially
able to fully support themselves should give us all joy that we are helping towards a cause that can change humanity.
Thankfully, Northville does have an all-volunteer organization benefiting the needy. This organization was actually
founded in 1983 by a group of concerned citizens to benefit the needy of our community. Their primary purpose and
goal is to provide food to those in need. With the help of Mr. Shambleau and the members of the student council, we are also able to
donate through school! If it weren’t for the student council, none of
this would have happened. Did you know that in total we raised
over 15 boxes filled with canned food! And this isn’t the only time
we donated so much. Almost every year, we donate cans, usually in
the fall and it benefits so many people each time. Who knows what
the council may think of next year! It may be socks, it may be
shoes; anything that would help those in need! For those who are
willing to fund outside of school, you can take food to Northville Civic

Nabia Bahar donates her time to help others.

Concern PO Box 323, Northville, Mi 48167 on the second and fourth Friday of each month.
~Sahithy Prattipati, Staff Writer
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Photojournalism– Claire Masters, journalist, and Emma Risch, official
Press photographer, combine efforts to search the halls of our fair building in an effort
to represent a Meads Mill favorite.

The Fishbowl
Is it the Fishbowl or the Pit?
Not so many years ago, I, the fishbowl, did not exist. Well, not really. As I would assume many of
you know, now I am an open space that can be used for many different purposes by teachers and students
alike. I know that many of you probably like working in a different space every once in a while and it can be
fun to do something interesting during class occasionally. However, like many other areas at Meads Mill, I
am relatively new. Before the school underwent renovations a few years back there was something else where
the Fishbowl is now, something that used to be called the Pit.
The Pit generally had the same shape as the Fishbowl. However it was a more closed off space in the
manner that there weren’t windows to the outside main school area. Instead the Pit had a more private setting
that better suited what the room was used for back then. Although I hope that many of us enjoy my open and
lighter feel, the style of the Pit did have its advantages, and is still much like the Fishbowl in a few different
ways.
Like I am today, the Pit was a space that could be by students and teachers alike, serving many purposes and having a variety of uses. It was a perfect space for groups to come after school or for a meeting.
The room also included a stage and curtains, which I know that a certain teacher here at Meads used more
than others.
A teacher in particular who utilized this space in a unique way was Mrs. Jary, who would sometimes
host reader’s theatres there. The Pit was perfect because it had a stage and could seat a fairly large audience. Students loved to run on the stage as Peter Pan, Wendy, Charlotte Doyle, or Captain Jaggery. Hosting
these theatres was one of Mrs. Jary’s favorite things to do, but sadly it won’t quite work for that.
Okay, so now that everyone knows what the Pit is, let’s talk about myself. I am the Fishbowl and I am
located between the main lobby and the library. I am a very open space where you can see into from anywhere. The large windows take up most of the wall space, so the area sometimes feels even larger than it is.
The students council meets once a week there in the mornings. During the celebrations, the Fishbowl usually
hosts an event. This year it was the location of the candy walk and at another celebration it showed The Incredibles 2.
I am also relatively new. When the school underwent renovation a few years back, many good things
emerged. We gained the spaces of the Think Tank and the Fishbowl, which are both places that are utilized
by students and teachers alike. I, in particular, am not only a new space, but was given some of the newer furniture as well. I can tell that many of people greatly enjoy those spinning green chairs.
So now comes the real question, which is better, myself, or the Pit? Most students currently attending
Meads Mill probably haven’t heard of the Pit before today, and many of them like me that way I am now. But
does that mean I am better? To me, I don’t think there really is an answer. Each of these spaces served their
own unique purposes and were good for certain things. People may have liked the Pit, but now there’s me, an
often used space for everyone.
I guess that the question will be forever unanswered, for the Pit doesn't really exist anymore. Maybe
some students would have also enjoyed having the Pit, but I think, and I hope that most students would agree,
that I am still a wonderful space that we love and use for many purposes today.
~Claire Masters– Staff Writer
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Totally Booked!
With Elizabeth Risch~

Armada
Author: Ernest Cline
In this Science-Fiction book, the main character, Zack Lightman, always dreamed
of going on an adventure and escaping the real world. When his time comes, it’s not exactly as he dreamed. His boss, Ray Wierzbowski, suddenly shows up in a Glaive Fighter, a ship in his favorite
video game; A rmada, claiming to be part of the EDA -Earth Defence Alliance and drags Zack along with him.
Ray tells him that the Armada game was a simulation designed to train it’s users for battle while flying ships
and controlling robots for hand-to-hand combat in their other game Terra Firma.
Arriving at the EDA base, Zack is promoted to a Lieutenant from his current ranking in A rmada; sixth
place. He and Lex, a new friend and genius hacker, are now a part of the army that is battling against the invading Aliens from space.
After weeks of fighting against the Aliens, Zack makes the decision to destroy the Ice Breaker; a
weapon that would kill more humans than it would save. In the silence that followed Zack is confronted by an
icosahedron - twenty sided - robot called the Emissary. It proceeded to tell him that there aren’t actually Alien
invaders, it was a simulation designed by a peaceful community called the Sodality as a test to see if the human race was capable of existing peacefully if given a chance to join their organisation. The destruction of the
Ice Breaker confirmed that they could and the Sodality joined the human species to the civilizations.
I liked the constant action and suspense in this book and I hope to read the other book by Ernest Cline;
Ready Player One. The book Armada has a 1110 lexile and 368 pages.

Can You Solve the Puzzle?

SHOPPING
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The Patriot Press Mascot
A cartoon to represent a “Patriot” moment in history.
~Srihari Hebbar– Staff Artist

Who are the Patriot Press Staff?
Editors and Writers: Sohil J ayee and Elizabeth Har tigan
Staff Writers: Hannah Campbell, Ben Cassin, Laura Cencer, Ava Chang, Elayna Feliks, Luana Firmino,
Srihari Hebbar, Saket Kulkarni, Deepak Laungani, Casey Leonard, Claire Masters, Prisha Patel, Sahithy Prattipati,
Addison Raffle, Emma Risch, and Elizabeth Risch,

Club Advisor: Mrs. Jary ~ Jaryma@northvilleschools.org

Thank you for your loyal following! Look for another edition of the
Patriot Press in December 2019!
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