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Off to Washington, D.C. by Abigail Smart
On November 20, 2018, some of the
students from Mrs. John’s Government and
APHG classes were offered the opportunity to
visit many monuments and museums, such as
the United States Capitol Building, the Lincoln
Memorial, and the United States Holocaust
Museum, and many more. There were
approximately 26 Apollo-Ridge students, three
chaperones, and a few children of the
chaperones. The chaperones were Mrs. Johns,
Ms. Rogalski, and Mrs. Guido.

The United States Holocaust Museum
was gigantic. There were four floors filled with
information and small setups to show visitors
what the victims had experienced in the camps.
The museum had replicas of the train cars, bunk
beds, gas chamber doors, and even some of the
victims’ hiding places. On the tour, tourists
received passport cards with actual victims’
names. At the end of the tour, the fates of
victims would be revealed. It was very easy to
get lost. The museum was massive!

Everyone who went on the trip had to
be at the school by 5-5:30a.m. It was a five-hour
trip to D.C. The group first visited the Abraham
Lincoln Memorial. After getting some group
pictures and spending some time there, each
chaperone took different paths, and students
chose their groups
based on
destination. There
were so many cool
places to visit, but
not everyone
could visit
everything
because of the
time crunch.

The United States Capitol Building was
so beautiful. Everyone had to go through
security, and no one was allowed any food or
drinks inside. There the students watched a
video about Washington’s past. On the tour, the
tour guide explained all the statues of the
important people who had once lived. There
were gorgeous murals and even sculptures to
show the history of the United States. It was
very fascinating to see the inside of the Capitol
Building.
Overall, the tour lasted 7 hours in
Washington, D.C. It involved a lot of walking
and visiting important historic places and extra
care while crossing the streets because the
roads were filled with cars. It was a windy, chilly
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day with fall leaves blowing, causing everyone
to get chilly, especially in the evening. All the
buildings looked so pretty lit up at night.
Receiving the chance to visit
Washington, D.C. was a wonderful experience.
The group ended the day at McDonald’s and got

back on the bus around 7pm
beginning the trip back to the
school. Arrival to the school
was around 11:30p.m. This trip
was one of the most
unforgettable experiences for
all who went!

New Basketball Coach Leads Team in New Direction
by Natalie Shaffer
The seniors weren’t the
only people to leave the
boys' basketball team last
year. Coach Andring took
his leave last year as the
coach for the boys’
basketball team and
special education teacher
Gregory Fox took his
place. Being a former
basketball player at
Apollo-Ridge, the position brought back many
memories of when he once played on the court.
“I’ve been looking back, and I evaluate the good
and the not so good things that happened. I try
to make corrections to do what’s best for the
team,” Fox said. Being a previous coach for the
team, Fox has some experience with coaching a
basketball team. Fox commented, “I’m not
taking things for granted this time. I’ve been
enjoying the experiences way more.”
Fox was once a basketball player for ApolloRidge and received a full ride scholarship to

Edinboro University. With
points during his high
school career and 222
assists at Edinboro, one

can see that Fox had
talent.
When asked about how
he feels about his first
year back to coaching, Fox
said, “I think it’s going
well, and we are progressing well. It’s all a
process.” Fox was also once a basketball coach
for A-R years ago, so the position is not all that
unfamiliar to him. He plans to not take things
for granted and to enjoy the experience more.
Fox also had some comments about coaching
for the team for which he once played in his
high school career. “There’s something a little
extra added. There’s a lot of pride in this
position for me. And soon my son will be joining
the team, and it will be great being able to
coach my own child.”

It is nice to have you back, Mr. Fox!
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Berserker Mania!
by Marquie Mazza

Why don’t we have cheerleaders for baseball,
softball, bowling, soccer, or track? Three of our
students came up with a way for all sports to be
cheered on from the crowd. Berserker Mania
was

created by Donnie Biddle, Maycen Anthony, and
Emma Rametta to bring together students to
support their fellow peers. Their goal is to leave
a legacy for others to keep cheering and
supporting our students during sports and
competitions. They managed to gather tons of
students to join them in coming to basketball
games. The three students even came up with
themes for games such as black out, white out,

Hawaiian, camo, red white and blue, neon, etc.
Fellow basketball players like Keighton Reese
and Dom Reiter posted pictures of the student
section and commented they wouldn’t have had
a great season without them and their support.
Each game more and more students joined the
section to show love and have fun as a school.
Donnie, Maycen, and Emma are showing ApolloRidge how to come together as a whole school
and become a team instead of enemies. Mr.
Fello, who encouraged and helped these
students create the Berserker Mania, says,
“People will only remember how we made them
feel.” This statement is remarkable because if we
all come together and support each other,
people will remember Apollo-Ridge as being a
supportive
school and BM
will continue this
trend.

BANANA PUDDING RECIPE
¾ cup sugar
¼ cup all-purpose flour
¼ teaspoon salt
3 cups 2% milk
3 large eggs
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract
8 ounces vanilla wafers (about 60 cookies), divided
4 large ripe bananas, cut into ¼ inch slices
BY AMY HODIL

1. Mix sugar, flour, and salt in bowl. Whisk in milk.
Cook over medium heat until thick and bubbly
Reduce heat to low, boil for 2 more minutes.
2. Whisk eggs, adding a bit of the hot mixture to the eggs and adding
it back into the bowl, whisking constantly. Bring back to a boil for
two minutes. Add vanilla and cool for 15 minutes.
3. Layer a baking dish with 25 wafers, half of the banana slices, and
half of the pudding. Repeat layers.
4. REFRGERATE FOR FOUR HOURS
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Scholarships for Seniors!
Apollo-Ridge Participates in District Chorus Festival
by Natalie Shaffer
A select few Apollo-Ridge students were able to participate in the
District 3 Chorus Festival on February 7-9 at Armstrong High School.
Garrett Johnston, Delaney Shaffer, Mollie Charlton, and Ashley Bender
were also participants in the Armstrong County Chorus Festival that
occurred in November of this past year. The students – picked by Mrs.
Paouncic – were entered into a lottery system and were then selected
to participate in the higher level of chorus festivals. Districts work the
same as County Chorus, with a guest conductor picking the music and
giving the singers time to prepare with help from their choral director.
Unlike the county festival, students stay overnight at a hotel for the
duration of the festival. This allows the students to make new
friendships and to learn about the other school districts and how they
prepare for these festivals. The students work together for three days
to perfect the music and be able to perform the songs for a group of
people.
For some, the choral journey is coming to an end. Apollo-Ridge seniors
Mollie Charlton and Garrett Johnston are attending their last District
Chorus Festival this year. For others, the journey is just beginning with
Delaney Shaffer and Ashley Bender attending their first District Chorus
Festival. During the festival, the students will audition for the Regional
Chorus Festival.

Attention seniors! Are you looking for easy
money for college? It will be worth it to gain
some help on your journey to college. It
does not take much time to apply and give it
a try! Here is a list of the scholarships
Josh Henry Memorial Scholarship
Louise Prenni Memorial Scholarship
Caleb Eli Altmeyer Memorial Scholarship
Andy Koma Nursing Scholarship
James Kensinger Memorial Scholarship
Genie Corey Memorial Scholarship
Mandy Criswell Memorial Scholarship
Josh Henry Memorial Scholarship
Louise Prenni Memorial Scholarship
Caleb Eli Altmeyer Memorial Scholarship
Andy Koma Nursing Scholarship
James Kensinger Memorial Scholarship
Genie Corey Memorial Scholarship
Mandy Criswell Memorial Scholarship
Owen Katz Scholarship
Apollo Chapter 125 Order of the Eastern
Star
National Foundation of the Blind

Hoops and Hopes
by Kristin Womeldorf
During basketball season school gymnasiums are filled with cheering
fans, blowing whistles, and sweaty athletes. Everyone has his/her eyes
locked on an orange sphere being dribbled, passed, and shot around
the court. This season, high hopes were set on the Lady Vikes
Basketball Team.
Last year the team earned the title of “Road Warriors,” traveling to the
other side of Pittsburgh for most of their games and competing against
teams like Braddock Hills and Carlynton. That lead to long nights and
not a huge support

Community Church of Pine Run
AFL/CIO Scholarship
Indiana County Fire Chiefs Association
Scholarship
We the Students Essay Contest
Community Foundation Scholarship
Bernie Smith Scholarship
Edgar Snyder & Associates Words to be
Heard Scholarship
Beulah Frey Environmental Scholarship
Clearview Federal Credit Union

Visit Mrs. Lukehart for more
information.
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system from the community. Therefore, the
decision to move to class 4A was made, closer
games to home against typical rivals like
Freeport and North Catholic. This season went
well, 15-6 overall record, 7-6 conference record,
a good enough season to clinch a second
consecutive play-off berth as the #4 seed. With
four seniors and seven more returning players
on the team Head Coach Jim Callipare and
players alike were looking for a solid showing in
the post season.
“We want to win the first round, if we do that,
we’ll have a chance at state playoffs,” noted
senior forward Maddy Moore earlier in the

Aside from the teams’ regular season games,
the girls had an impressive showing at
tournaments. They started off at the Springdale
High School Tip-Off Tournament, winning first
place and having two players on the alltournament team (senior Lizzie Penrose and
junior Rylee Eaton). Maddy Moore was named
tournament MVP. The second tournament was
hosted by Apollo-Ridge, the Apollo Trust
Company Holiday Tournament. A very similar
outcome… first place as a team as well as Lizzie
Penrose making a return appearance on the alltournament team. Sophomore Morgan Gamble
joined Penrose on the all-tournament team.
Moore was, once again, tournament MVP.

season.

Penrose and Moore are common names
associated with Apollo-Ridge basketball. Being
standout players almost their whole career, it
shouldn’t come as a surprise that they are both
continuing their passion at the collegiate level.
Moore will be playing for Division II Seton Hill
University, and Penrose will join Division III
University of Pittsburgh - Greensburg.

Moore lead the team this season in points per
game (12) as well as assists per game (3.8).
Junior Rylee Eaton followed Moore in points per
game (10.1). Sophomore Madison Marks lead
the team with rebounds per game (4.8).

“I’m kind of nervous because we have had the
same coach since junior high. It will be a whole
new environment and it will take some getting
used to, but it should be fun!” stated Penrose.
Great season, ladies!

New Additions: Welcome, Mrs. Hartman!
by Lila Glass
Mrs. Hartman is a new teacher joining the Apollo-Ridge High School faculty this 2018-2019 school year.
She wanted to be a teacher because she loves science and enjoys working with kids. She teaches
environmental science, Essentials of Biology, and physical science to students in tenth through twelfth
grades. Mrs. Hartman attended the University of Maryland for her Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees
before teaching at a middle school in Annapolis, Maryland. When I asked her what that school was like
compared to Apollo-Ridge, and she answered, “I was teaching in a city setting versus a country setting,
so people just have different hobbies and different interests so it’s been a cool adjustment to see the
differences there.” She also said that if she were given the chance to teach any other classes, she would
like to stick with her current classes with a possible addition of biology. She would also be willing to
teach a Spanish class in the future. Welcome, Mrs. Hartman!
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To Prom or Not to Prom?
by Lila Glass
Prom season has finally kicked off as Prom 2019 is fast approaching. Many people have already started

to prepare so we decided to conduct a poll to see how students are feeling. I asked fourteen students, 7
seniors and 7 juniors a series of questions. Here’s what they said:
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PMEA District 3 Band
by Amy Hodil
Every year the Apollo-Ridge High School Band
takes a select number of students to a band
festival called PMEA, Pennsylvania Music
Education Association, District Band. The
Apollo-Ridge Band students go to the District 3
Band Festival. There are 12 district bands total.
The students that attended district band this
year were Emily Clayton, Victoria Querry, Amy
Hodil, Hannah Stoughton, Corey Taylor, Dustin

Emily Clayton had this to say about her
experience: “My first experience was
interesting but really fun to be with everyone. It
was really nerve-wracking at first, but I’m glad
they cancelled the first day so we could all just
hang out and do something fun instead of
worrying about auditions.”

Crane, and Alexandra DeRusha. The festival was
January 23-25, 2019 at Franklin High School.

Due to the weather, Franklin High School was
closed the first day, so the festival was only two
days long. The students arrived the second day
around 8a.m. and began playing. The director
for this festival was Dr. Darren Thorton from
Penn State. After the students practiced in the
morning, they began auditions for each
individual section. Auditions are a process that
determines which sections will move onto
Region Band. The people who make it to
Regions will audition for the opportunity to
move on to States. The students making it to
Regions from Apollo-Ridge were Emily Clayton,
Victoria Querry, and Alexandra DeRusha.

Corey Taylor said, “It was a super cool
experience to be immersed in music for the
two-day festival with many kids who share the
passion and drive for music.” The students
practiced the rest of the day and a little bit into
the night before going back to their hotel to
sleep. The next day was the last day of the
festival, which meant final preparations for the
concert that was at 7p.m. The students worked
hard all day long and got to enjoy a nice
banquet before the concert. Even though the
first day was cancelled, the students put in a lot
of time, effort, and hard work into the last two
days. The concert went well, and the students
who took part in it had lots of fun. This
opportunity let the students meet new people
and make new friends from different schools.
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Rollin’ Through the Season
By Kristin Womeldorf
For the Viking bowling team, the inaugural
season revolves around one word: adversity.
The new sport team is unknown to many
residents of the distric,t and they are building
off the adversity they have experienced this
season to catch the attention of people across
Western Pennsylvania.
The boys' team is a very young and talened
group of student athletes. With three freshmen,
two sophomores, and one senior, the team
lacks intense competitive experience, but they
have the same determination as state
champions. The team is led by freshman and
anchor bowler Connor Mamros with a 174
average, and sophomore Anthony Blackgrove is
right behind with a 173 average after 21 games.
Those averages earn them 13th and 14th in the
northeast section, respectively. The team is
currently ranked third in the section with a 3-3
record. Blackgrove has both the high 3-game
series and the high game for the Apollo-Ridge
boys with a 599 and 239.
The girls’ team started off as one lone bowler,
junior Kristin Womeldorf, then week 5
freshman Felicity Rocco joined the team.
Despite the disadvantage of not having a full 5person team, the girls were able to pull out a
win over Saint Joseph’s earlier in the season.
Rocco is looking to earn experience for her first
season of competitive bowling, but Womeldorf
has her sights set on the post-season.
Womeldorf, who started the team, has the third
highest average out of the 310 female bowlers
in the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic
Bowling League with a 200, as well as the high
game and 3-game series in the WPIBL with 265
and 705.
Mamros, Blackgrove, and Womeldorf each had
the opportunity to compete at the WPIBL

Championships individually based on their
averages. Boys singles were held at Wildlife
Lanes in Lower Burrell on February 20th and
girls’ singles was held at Sims Lanes in Beaver
Falls on February 21st. There they met with over
100 bowlers from the 60 participating schools in
the WPIBL, each vying for a spot at the Western
Regionals. Regionals were held on March 8th at
North Versailles Bowl in North Versailles. From
there, the top 12 will moved on to the State

Championships held on March 15th in Reading,
PA. The top bowlers at the state championships
earn an entry to the fourth annual High School
Bowling National Championships in
Indianapolis, Indiana, from June 22-24.
Before then, Apollo-Ridge represented at the
Penn-Ohio High School Challenge hosted by
Saint Vincent College Women’s Bowling on
February 9th at Hillview Lanes in Greensburg. 34
teams from Western Pennsylvania and Eastern
Ohio competed for champion titles and alltournament team honors.
With only three weeks left in the regular
season, the bowlers and coaches are reflecting
on this season and thinking of ways to improve
in the off season. Team chemistry and talent
are in abundance and without thinking too far
ahead, the Vikings are excited to see what the
future has in store.
8
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The team is open to any new bowlers,
regardless of skill level, in the coming seasons.
In an interview with the Trib Live High School

Sports Network, Head Coach George Galo
reassured, “They don’t have to be good; that’s
what the coaches are for!”

See Something, Say Something!
by Camryn Shedlock
Say Something Anonymous Reporting System
was implemented in all Pennsylvania school
districts as of October 1, 2018. In January, the
Apollo-Ridge School District officially put this
program into motion and informed all students
in the middle and high schools about just what
this program is, what it does, and what students
can do to help others. Created by the Sandy
Hook Promise, which is a nonprofit organization
started by the family members of those who
died in the 2012 Sandy Hook School shooting to
prevent gun violence through education and
programs, is a youth violence protection
program that helps and prevents individuals
from harming themselves or those around
them.

844-5-SAYNOW. Whenever information is
submitted, the person who reported it remains
completely anonymous, and receives a case I.D.
number and password to see how the case is
progressing. This information can be entered on
the fourth page of the website. Using the case
I.D. or app, the center may even contact the
sender anonymously for any follow-up
information.
As for what can be submitted, topics include
anything from bullying, assault, abuse, and gun
violence to mental illness, threats, and social
isolation. Submissions are taken very seriously,

How can students and adults help someone
from putting himself or herself and others in

danger? One way is by going onto the website
and scrolling down to the second page, on
which there is a form that asks for a description
of the event, the name and other attributes of
the person(s) involved, that person’s vehicle
information, and any uploads that could help
with the tip. There is also an app on both Apple
and Android devices and a hotline number, 1-

and tips are sent to be processed in a crisis
center so that appropriate action can be taken,
which may involve that of law enforcement or
the school district depending on the severity of
the case. The organization provides a video on
their site and on YouTube of such an example of
being able to spot and know the warning signs
of a gun violence threat that could have been
prevented. However, if the tip is urgent,
meaning that it is an emergency or timeconscious, Say Something wants the student to
call 911 immediately.
9
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For information on Safe 2 Say Something, see any of the following:
 https://www.saysomething.net/
 https://youtu.be/A8syQeFtBKc
 www.sandyhookpromise.org
 saynow@sandyhookpromise.com

Track’s Upcoming Season
by Robert Harkleroad
As the spring of 2019 rolls around, (hopefully) many athletes in the school are excited for the rise of
track season. With events appealing to all types of athletes, the track and field program offers
something for everyone, making it the ideal opportunity for anyone to get involved in a sport. Voluntary
out-of-season workouts began early in January and continued until mandatory practices began in
February. Meets begin at the end of March. Led by head coach
Robert Desiderato and assisted by his coaching staff, the team will
work to develop skills both independently and as a team to face this
upcoming year. The pre-season was a vital time for new athletes to
learn the basics of each events and form ideas about the events in
which they will participate. It was also time for more seasoned track
athletes to work on building strength, improving form, and to
become acquainted with new members of the team.
There are a number of different events
that someone looking to join track could participate, such as sprinting
events (100 meter, 200 meter, and 400 meter), long-distance running (the
mile and two mile), jumping events (long jump, high jump, pole-vault),
relay events, and throwing events (shotput, discuss, and javelin). Anyone
who has any interest in joining a sport that gives him/her an opportunity to
do the things that he/she likes and not be forced to do, just to give track
and field a try. In each of these events, participants are really only
competing against themselves, trying to break their own records and do
better than the last meet. A team of dedicated, friendly coaches are there to help teach the basics and
provide encouragement. If placing high enough, individuals have a chance to go to invitational meets
and possibly even WIPIAL playoffs where the competition will be against the best other schools have to
offer. With an amazing coaching staff, talented athletes preparing to be the best they can and new
talent joining the team, this year is bound to be successful for Apollo-Ridge Track and Field.
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What Do You Prefer? Valentine’s Day Polls
by Delaney Tevelonis
Over Valentine’s Day we asked 50 students for their opinions on Valentine’s Day. The first question that
was asked: “Are you single, taken, or is it complicated?”

The second question: “Is Valentine’s Day underrated or overrated?”

Student Lila Glass explains, “Valentine’s Day is just a capitalist marketing holiday designed to make
people spend more money.”
The third question: “Would you rather go out or stay in for Valentine’s Day?”

11
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The last question we asked: “Do you prefer chocolates, flowers, or candy hearts?”

Playing in a Theater Near You
by Abby Smart

Aquaman
Rated PG-13
Released in 2018, Aquaman shocked the audience, questioning whether Aquaman would stop
his brother King Orm’s and his evil plan to go to war with land. It is a powerful and stressful
fantasy/sci-fi comedy created by James Wan and acted by an amazing cast: Aquaman (Jason
Momoa), Mera (Amber Heard), Vulko (Willem Dafoe), King Orm (Patrick Wilson), Atlanna
(Nicole Kidman), and Manta (Yahya Abdul-Mateen II). The cast brings the action-packed movie
together and undercovers the hidden secrets of Aquaman himself.
This is a 10 out of 10! I recommend watching this movie. I loved how the movie’s plot was
brought together. Jason Momoa also captured the role of Aquaman perfectly. I was on the edge
of my seat the whole time and loved all of the characters. It made my anxiety rise a few times
with what was going to happen next, but it was worth the stress!
12
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Escape Room
Rated PG-13
Released in 2019, Escape Room makes the audience fear who will disappear next. It is a
stressful sci-fi/mystery thriller created by Adam Robitel and an interesting cast-- Zoey (Taylor
Russell), Ben (Logan Miller), Amanda (Deborah Ann Woll), Mike (Tyler Labine), and Jason (Jay
Ellis). The audience will be shaken by events during the entire movie while mysteries are
uncovered.
I would rate this movie as an 9/10. It was interesting, but some parts were a little too drawn out
and slow. I loved most of the characters, but some of them I couldn’t stand. The movie made
me both angry and sad because I wanted certain characters to survive…but they didn’t. It was
depressing to see likable characters disappear, but it was still a good movie.

Musical Medley: Music Man
by Camryn Shedlock

From Thursday, February 28 to Saturday, March 2, Apollo-Ridge Drama Club presented their rendition of
“The Music Man.” Taking place in River City, Iowa, in 1912,
the musical follows Harold Hill, a phony salesman played by
senior Michael Booker. Hill has been all over the country,
conning people out of their money with the promise of
musical instruments, uniforms, and lessons for a boy’s band
and leaving town without delivering on his products. River
City, however, is skeptical of any outsider, especially a
salesman swindling its citizens. He sees his chance when he
learns that the town is buying a new pool table, and Hill convinces the townspeople that it will only
corrupt the youth and cause trouble and that the only way to combat this is with music. Parents buy into
13
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his scheme, buying uniforms and instruments from him and enrolling their children into his music
lessons, of which Hill himself knows nothing about. Conversely, the local librarian, Marian Paroo, played
by senior Mollie Charleton, does not trust the music man and collects information that would
incriminate him as a fraud to turn into the River City’s Mayor Shinn, portrayed by Benjamin Seevers.
The musical already took place, but we will write another article in May as a follow-up. Be on the lookout! Here are some other major characters in the show:



Marcellus Washburn – Aaron Worst (9th grade)

Eulalie Shinn (Mayor Shinn’s wife) – Natalie Shaffer (12 th grade)


Mrs. Paroo – Madison Galinac (11th grade)



Winthrop Paroo – Tyler Querry (7th grade)

Español, Francais, Dutch
by Kristin Womeldorf
Almost everyone knows of quiz bowl or math league. Both are competitions to challenge the
intellectual properties of high school students. However, the most unknown academic festival would
probably be foreign language. This spring students will be able to test their knowledge in French,
German, or Spanish at the 30th annual APPLES Foreign Language Festival, hosted at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania on March 23, 2019.
There are four different academic categories: speaking, reading, writing, and listening. These categories
are typical for language comprehension, but what makes this festival so unique is the opportunity to
express cultural comprehension as well. There are also several performance and art categories: literary
recitation, drama, dance, music vocal, music instrumental, original art, reproduction art, construction
model, and, lastly, t-shirt design.
Each student will be graded by a group of skilled judges based on a rubric. There are several different
divisions, either based on age or comprehension level, depending on the category. Then at the end of
the day, all participating schools meet to announce award winners. The top 3 in each category and
division receive ribbons as their prizes.
Last year was the first time that Apollo-Ridge participated. Senora Scotece
brought a group of Spanish 2, 3, and 4 students to compete against other
Western Pennsylvania high schools. Four Apollo-Ridge students came away
with top 3 accolades.
“I think it’s a fun way for people to interact and express their interests in
different languages. Having both academic and artistic categories really opens
this festival to people with different talents,” noted Camryn Shedlock,
currently a junior.
14
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Here’s the “Pitch” on the Boys’ Soccer Team
by Robert Harkleroad
Flashback to the 2014-15 school year. Girls at
the school worked and fought to get a soccer
club started at A-R and finally succeeded. Then,
last year, the girls succeeded in making it to the
playoffs for the third year in a row. Finally, boys
at the school are about to form a soccer legacy
of their own starting in the 2019-20 school year.
With efforts being led by Gavin Cole, an avid
soccer
player,

interested Apollo boys will be able to partner
with Leechburg School District to finally be a
part of a soccer team. At last count, there were

16 interested athletes from Apollo to join the
11 interested from Leechburg. The team’s home
school is going to be Leechburg, but they are
now giving Apollo students the chance to join
and help advance their program. Brad Walker is
going to be the head coach. Walker is a
graduate from Leechburg and used to be an
assistant coach at Kiski Area High School. Signups were officially on March 6th, but if you
would like to sign up you should email Brad
Walker at bwalker@leechburg.k12.pa.us with
the following information: first and last name,
date of birth, grade you will be entering next
year, your email address, and any prior soccer
experience. Let’s hope for a good turnout and a
great first season!
*Note: A soccer field is also called the pitch

Barbeque and Jelly Meatballs
by Amy Hodil
Ingredients:




1 bottle (18oz) Sweet Baby Ray’s Original Barbeque Sauce
2 pounds frozen, prepared meatballs
2 ½ cups grape jelly

Directions:





Combine Sweet Baby Ray’s BBQ sauce with grape jelly in crock pot. Stir well.
Add frozen meatballs to mixture and stir until evenly coated.
Cover and cook on high heat for 3.5 hours, stirring about 2 hours in.
Sauce will be simmering and meatballs will be heated throughout when done.
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Helping Hands
by Camryn Shedlock
Two years ago, the Apollo-Ridge Leo Club began a Viking Closet
to give access to a repertoire of items to students who may not
be able to get what they need outside of school. What started
out as a small unit for casual clothes and shoes for both guys and
girls has expanded to a Viking Closet 2 in the A wing for dress
clothes and jackets, and the first closet now includes toiletries
(shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste, floss, and other personal
care items), perfume/cologne, scarves, jewelry, socks,
hairbrushes/combs, and various other hair products and articles.
Students at any time during the school day can visit either of the
two closets; all they have to do is go to the office and ask one of the secretaries.
“Anyone in any type of need could visit the closet and benefit from it,” Ms. Wenckowski, the
Leo Club representative, said. “Even if someone’s parents can’t get to the store before the end
of the week they could grab some essential toiletries and never visit the closet again. Or,
someone that needs to visit the closet monthly can take advantage of the many items for free.”
At this time of the year, not only do students have to combat the winter elements, but they
also have to deliver presentations and speeches, which are nerve-racking by themselves;
however, many students, such as those in 10 th grade, have to dress up for them, and that just
adds more stress because what can they possibly wear? As for the juniors and seniors, prom is
approaching quickly, and many have trouble finding—and paying—for elegant dresses and
sharp suits. With the Viking Closet 2, everyone can solve these problems easily.
“Anyone presenting a speech, doing his/her exit interview,
or going on a job interview could benefit from the Viking
Closet. We have a lot of guys’ dress shirts, pants, and ties;
guys’ and girls’ dress shoes; girls’ dress clothes, including
pants, shirts, and skirts; and also a selection of guys suits.”
Ms. Wenckowski noted. “We also have some very nice
prom dresses waiting for a home!”
To keep the Viking Closets stocked and prepared to meet
any students’ needs, the school district accepts any and all
donations during school hours in the high school guidance
office. Of course, those who do or want to donate items
such as clothing are asked to keep in mind that the items are for high school students and,
therefore, should consider their ages and only contribute articles that they would wear. In
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addition, the Viking Closet provides other essential items other than clothing and are gladly
accepted as much-needed donations.
”Although we do not need any type of clothing at this time due to limited storage space, the
Viking Closet is always in need of toiletry items!” the science teacher explained. “We could also
use more guys’ shoes (casual, like tennis shoes), guys’ athletic pants and shorts, and guys’ belts.
Girls’ large shirts are also needed, but that is for clothing.”
The Viking Closet is open to every student and was created with all students in mind. If faced
with any problem or situation in which a student needs, say, a new shirt after spilling paint on
his or her own during art class or deodorant after a physically straining and exhausting gym
class, he or she is always welcome to get what they need in either of the two closets. After all,
both were created to benefit students both inside and outside of school and are open at any
time for students to explore.
“I wish that more students realized how many items are in the Viking Closet for them,”
Wenckowski confided. “The closet can benefit all A-R students, no matter a home life
situation!”

Our Student Teachers
by Madison Cup
Mr. Riccio
Ms. Querio received her first student teacher of the year. His name is Mr. Riccio, and he attended Delaware Valley
High School in Milford, Pennsylvania, located in northeastern Pennsylvania. He is currently attending college at the
Indiana University of Pennsylvania while student teaching here at Apollo-Ridge. His major is secondary social
studies education, and his favorite class in college is Modern U.S. History. He said that he has enjoyed his time at
Apollo-Ridge so far, and he thinks the teachers and students are nice.

Mr. Phillian
Mr. Jones received his student teacher for the second semester. His name is Mr. Phillian and he attended Laurel
Highlands High School located in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. Now, he is attending the Indiana University of
Pennsylvania with an intended major of secondary math education. His favorite college class is the History of
Math. Mr. Phillian thinks that the students at Apollo-Ridge are very welcoming and treat him as if he is one of their
own.

Mr. Fry
Ms. Blyshak now has a student teacher assisting her in her classroom. His name is Mr. Craig Fry and he went to
United High School and now attends Indiana University of Pennsylvania to get a Biology Education major. His
favorite college class is biochemistry. Mr. Fry said his time here so far at Apollo-Ridge has been good and pleasant.
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Thank you for reading! In our next edition…

Musical Collage
Baseball
Track and Field
Softball
Senior Editorials
Senior Future Plans
Bowling
…and more!!
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