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Traveling the world at lunch
T

he cheesy bread from
Brazil with a funny name
proved so popular that kids clamored for seconds.
The spanikopita from Greece
didn't get quite the same reaction.
A majority of students tried the
triangles of flaky phyllo dough
layered with ricotta cheese and
spinach — but usually just one
bite before asking if it was filled
with seaweed.
Once a month, food service
director Jessica Dalton brings
samples of a unique food to
Haines, Brooklyn and South
Baker schools for a "Taste the
World Challenge." Each month's
menu features facts about the
country and marks the special
day of sampling with the country's flag.
After trying the food, each
students receives a stamp in their
passport.
Featured countries so far are
South Africa (plaintain chips),
Germany (bratwurst), Brazil (pao
de quiejo) and Greece (spanakopita).

The taste tour will continue
each month. After several "yuck"
reactions to the spinach in spanakopita, Dalton thought she might
go sweeter next time.
"Maybe I'll do dessert," she
said with a smile.
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Connect
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School District 5J
on Facebook

Current Resident

Spanakopita earned mixed reviews at Brooklyn Primary. Some
kids gave a thumbs up; others didn't like it so much.

2

Bulldog Pride

January 2019 • www.baker5j.org

Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!

We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a photograph if available. Email
entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Wednesday as he arrives at school
that it is his Mr. Bruce day.
o Shannon Downing and the rest
I think it is wonderful that SBI has
of the Grove Team, thank you for
the
whole village helping our kids!
your donation to bring holiday cheer to
Michelle Lyson,
a student! Your gift warmed our hearts.
South Baker Intermediate
Katy Collier, principal,
Haines School

To the Grove Team:

T

Chef Paul Turk

Thanks to Chef Paul
and Ace Hardware

E

normous shout out to Chef
Paul (aka Paul Turk) and our
new Community Partner, Thatcher’s
Ace Hardware, for continuing our
monthly perfect attendance celebrations at Brooklyn Primary School.
Any Brooklyn Kid who questions
how one earns perfect attendance
can recite the words of Chef Paul,
“One day at a time.”
Thanks, Paul and Thatcher’s Ace
Hardware for this celebration.
Angela Lattin
dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary School

Thanks, NHS!

B

rooklyn Primary's after school
club would like to give a big
shout out to Mr. Robert Barrington
and three of his National Honor Society students: Emily Black, James
Hayes and Zachary Wise. Thank you
for keeping our youngest learners
engaged and smiling at our guest
reader event for Bulldog Club. You
are amazing!
Amanda Washington,
Bulldog Club

Thanks to the Mutual
Improvement Club

Thanks for the help!

A

know he has his eye on things.
Susan Myers, Marla's Mall

To Anthony Lakes:

T

he Brooklyn kindergarten
classes had such a wonderful time sledding before our winter
break. We would like to say thank
you to all the staff on the mountain
that made it possible for our classes
to enjoy sledding and hot cocoa. Everyone was so kind to our students!
Brooklyn Kindergarten Teachers

Thanks, Griff

I

recently injured my knee and
have to use crutches. Our amazing custodian, Griff, went out of his
way to get me a wheelchair. He even
meets me at the front door with it
and gives me an escort to my classroom. Griff, thank you for going
beyond your duties. I think you are
amazing!
Jill Welter, Brooklyn Primary

lthough there are many
wonderful people I have the
pleasure of working with, I want to
o the Haines Mutual Improve- give a huge shout out (and thank
ment Club:
you) to Kim Virtue, Gail Ebell, and
A big thank you to Sue Richard,
Ma’Lena Wirth. Kim put in at least
Beth Bigelow, and the Haines Mu40 volunteer hours to help me pretual Improvement Club for making
pare for the Christmas Open House
Thank you, Julie!
the holidays a little brighter for our
at Marla’s Mall, and stayed till 7:30
hout out to Julie Homan at
students! You always know how
that evening to help host it. Gail
the print shop for helping the
to show support for our school in
supervised our kids and made nine
senior class with all their posters,
much-needed ways. Your generosity dozen cookies for the event, and
flyers, and raffle tickets. We think
is very much appreciated.
Ma’Lena showed up that evening to you are awesome!
Katy Collier, principal, help out as well. We had a wonderful
Jill Welter
Haines School turn out and blessed a lot of people,
but it wouldn’t have been possible
A great choir
without these fine ladies!
Lucky to have Bruce
anner Denne does an amazSusan Myers, Marla's Mall
ing job with the Baker Valley
at South Baker
Children's
Choir. Great job, Tanner!
e feel lucky to have Bruce
Julie Gentry
Bowers (custodian at South Thanks to John Owen
want
to
thank
and
recognize
Baker Intermediate). He is great
John Owen, our custodian at
with all of the kids but there are two
An asset to P.E.
North
Baker. This is a man who
young men who he has impacted in a
essie Anderson (P.E. instructor
huge way. Both have turbulent home knows how to work and takes pride
at South Baker Intermediate) is
in a job well done; it shows. This
lives. They each spend 25 minutes
amazing
to watch with the students.
two afternoons a week helping "Mr. year I've been a bit short-handed at
They are learning how to be active
Bruce" with his work. They are then Marla's Mall and he has taken on
— that's the key to being healthy.
several jobs we have always done.
rewarded with baseball, shooting
The other day, they were running
In addition he regularly checks with
hoops, or playing frisbee or just a
lines
and all smiling. They were
all of us in the building to see if we
conversation with a positive male
laughing and having a great time.
need anything — that means a lot to
role model that they know cares a
Sometimes she has two classes —
me for a variety of reasons. We are
great deal. One of the boys looks
that's 60 kids — and she can handle
a bit isolated here in the basement
forward to seeing him so much that
it. She does an awesome job.
and have a wide variety of shoppers
he reminds me every Monday and
Bruce Bowers, South Baker
visiting the store, so it's also nice to
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Early College Credit
A number of classes at Baker High School
help students to earn college credits

S

tudents at Baker High School have the
chance to get a head start on college with
a program called early college credit.
In classes that qualify, students can earn a dual
credit, which means they can fulfill BHS requirements while also earning a college credit.
Toni Zikmund teaches business technology
classes at BHS. A number of her courses include
the opportunity to earn college credits. She works
with Eastern Oregon University, Treasure Valley
Community College and Blue Mountain Community College.
"They give us their standards to meet and we
check off that this student has met the standards,"
Zikmund said.
At the beginning of each class, she sends home
a registration form to sign up for dual credit, then
helps students register online. The cost varies in
price. Through BMCC, for example, a credit costs
$20 versus the regular price of $107 per credit.
These credits go on the student's transcript, and
can apply to degrees at BMCC or other colleges.
"It's on a transcript and they can transfer it to
another college if they wish," said Dr. Dan Koopman, director of BMCC Baker County.
He encourages students to be mindful when
choosing dual credits.
"Get a math class that will go toward your degree, or a writing class," he said.
Many of the business credits will qualify as
electives, which will help fill the 12-credit elective requirement for a AAOT (Associate's of Arts
Oregon Transfer degree).
Koopman said BMCC could expand the offerings for early college credits, and encourages
interested parents to contact him (541-523-9127)
or Greg Mitchell, BHS principal.
Laurie Powell coordinates the Eastern Promise program, which is housed at Eastern Oregon
University and is a collaboration between EOU,
BMCC, TVCC and several education service
districts.
"We're serving Eastern Oregon," she said.
Eastern Promise is the umbrella organization

Laura Illingsworth practices her public speaking skills in COM112, which is eligible for the dual credit program at Baker High School.

that makes it possible for high school students to
take college courses.
The sponsored dual credit program is what Zikmund offers to her business students.
"Those teachers work with our faculty to follow
the curriculum," Powell said. "The EOU curriculum is a little more rigorous, has a few more
assignments."
The cost per credit in this program through
EOU is $31.
High school students can also access online and
on campus courses at EOU as "non-admitted"
students, and can take up to eight credits per term.
These cost $60 per credit. Powell said that for an

admitted EOU students, credits cost $480 with
tuition and fees.
"It's a really great opportunity," Powell said. "It
helps you learn how to be a college student, too."
She does offer a word of caution: don't forget
those earned college credits.
"I encourage students to remember where your
credits are coming from," she said.
Credits earned through EOU can be transferred
to all Oregon institution. Transfers to out-of-state
colleges may have different requirements.
For more information, visit www.eou.edu/eastern-promise/.
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On exchange: Maria and Filippa

M

aria Granhus, who grew
up in Norway, and Filippa
Vallentin, whose home is
Denmark, first met on a training run
with the Baker High School cross
country team.
But they didn't do much running
that practice — instead they walked
and talked, sharing the experience of
being an exchange student in Baker
City.
Maria, 18, comes from Lofoten,
Norway. Filippa, 16, lives in Copenhagen, the capital city of Denmark.
Both are exchange students with
Education First.
Filippa, a self-described "city girl,"
spent her first seven years of life in
Hong Kong, where she learned English as her first language. She moved
to Denmark at age 7 and learned
Dutch.
Maria, whose hometown is more
rural and a bit bigger than Baker City,
speaks Norwegian, but has studied
English since beginning school at age
7.
Both girls cite heavy influence from
the Internet and American shows they
watch on Netflix.
"English is part of our everyday,"
Filippa said.
Although Oregon was her third
choice, Filippa has grown to appreciate Baker City — even though it
is much smaller than Copenhagen's
population of just under 2 million.
"How will I love this? It's so tiny,"
she recalls thinking when she heard of
her destination.
She likes it now.
"This is the best size," she said. "I
love being an exchange student here."
Maria agrees.
"I love it here," she said. "It's so
much easier to get to know people."
Filippa especially loves the mountains because Denmark, she said, is
the flattest country in the world.
(However, much to Maria's delight,
Filippa describes a new artificial ski
hill in Copenhagen constructed atop
an incinerator plant.)

Series
We will feature several
exchange students over the
next few issues of Bulldog
Pride.
This story introduces Maria
Granhus from Norway and
Filippa Vallentin from Denmark.

School

One of the biggest differences
between American schools and their
homes is sports. In both Denmark
and Norway, sports are not part of the
school system. Instead, people who
want to play try to join club sports,
although membership must be secured
years before a child will actually be
playing.
In Norway, children start school
at age 7 and finish when they are 18
or 19. After 10th grade, students can
choose to attend a specialized high
school. Maria is a senior at Baker
High and her credits will apply back
home, so she will have only one year
to complete when she returns home.
"I'll graduate twice," she said.
In Denmark, Filippa said children
have 10 obligated years, from age 5
to 15 or 16. She graduated last spring,
and is in Baker City for her "gap
year." When she returns, she will enter
a high school focused on international
business.
They both enjoy their classes, but
do notice that America doesn't offer as much world history and world
geography — both topics they know
well from studying in their respective
countries.
Both say U.S. History is challenging, however.
"That's definitely a difficult class,"
Maria said.
"We've never talked about America's

Maria Granhus, in purple, competed in cross country last fall.

Filippa Vallentin, left, attended Homecoming with friends.

Civil War," Filippa said.

Culture

Countries are small in Europe, so
both Maria and Filippa are well-traveled and enjoy visiting new lands.
"Your neighbor country has a whole
different language and culture," Maria
said.
American grocery stores have
amazed both girls.
"Your supermarkets are so big!"
Filippa said.
In Norway and Denmark, they say
candy and junk food is priced high to
encourage healthy eating. They see
the opposite in America.
"You have a whole shelf of Oreos!"

Maria said.
Meals at home mostly feature
salads, pasta and fish (both countries
border the sea). Meat is rare, as is
pizza night.
"It's so unpopular to eat unhealthy,"
Filippa said.
Another big difference is the age of
driving a car — 18 in both Norway
and Denmark. Maria said she'll have
to pass multiple tests proving she
can drive in a variety of conditions,
including at night and on icy roads.
Filippa said public transportation is
so abundant in Copenhagen that she
sees no use for a car — as long as she
lives there, anyway.
"I never need a car if I live in Denmark," she said.
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Meet Sphero
Students at Baker
Middle School learn
computer coding
with a Sphero robot

T

risten Tritt cradles the sphere in her
hand as she punches commands
into her phone. Next comes the
trial: she places the ball — a high-tech robot
called Sphero SPRK — on her homemade
downhill ski course and presses "start."
The Sphero goes downhill, but doesn't go
around the trees like it should — instead
it bounces off the green paper cones and
careens off the side of the slope.
She lifts her eyes to the sky in frustration,
then smiles and starts plugging in new numbers to code her robot.
"The goal is to dodge the obstacles," she
says as she reprograms her robot.
There is, she says, a lot of trial and error
involved with computer coding. She and her
fellow students in Kathy Colton's computer
and coding classes practice the trial-anderror technique every time they work with
Sphero.
Colton purchased a set of 12 Sphero
robots with her school budget, then another
12 were funded by a grant from the Baker
Valley Education Foundation. A class set of
24 ensures that each student has the opportunity to program his or her own robot
during class time.
The robots are programmed with an app
run from a cell phone or Chromebook.
"You can tell it to stop, and how fast it
goes, to spin or switch colors," said Bryson
Leavitt, an eighth-grader, who programmed
a Sphero to complete an oval similar to a lap
around a track.
The class began in September and culminated with individual projects the students
presented on Jan. 9. Each programmed a
Sphero to complete a unique task.
"You have to get it so perfect," Leavitt
said.

Tristen Tritt perfects a program to make her Sphero robot "ski" downhill around trees and rocks.

Eighth-grader Gabriel Bott created a game
called Target Points. He divided a sheet of
paper into nine squares, each worth a different number of points. His coding involved
telling the robot to turn 90 degrees, then go
a certain speed for a short amount of time.
Earlier in the term, the students turned the
Sphero into battle bots. Each was covered
with a plastic cup outfitted with a balloon
and wooden skewer. The students then
programmed their
robots to pop as
RIGHT: Bryson Leavitt
many balloons as
programs a Sphero to go
possible.
around an oval track.
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the
district

Sixty students in Earth and Fire classes at Baker High School created mosaic tile murals with
guest artist Andrea Stone during the second quarter. In addition to individual works, the students collaborated on two larger pieces. The goal is to install these ceramic scenes as public
art in downtown Baker City. In creating their art, students used up eight years worth of broken ceramics saved by art instructor Kristen Anderson.

Kindergarten classes at Brooklyn Primary School spend the
day sledding at Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort in the week
before Christmas break. The students were also treated to
hot cocoa in the lodge.

Keating School students presented their annual Christmas play "North Pole's Got Talent"
right before winter break. The performance found Santa, Mrs. Claus and Ruby the Red-Lipped
Reindeer as judges in a talent competition. The show is getting everyone in the Christmas
spirit until Jack Frost and the Snow Queen show up to steal the prize.
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Meet your school board
I

Katie Lamb

choose to
serve on the
school board so I
can advocate for
children in Baker
County as well
as the state of
Oregon. Many of
the issues facing
local education
are happening across the state. I want
to make sure our students' needs
are heard and supported at the state
level. I feel I have a unique voice to
the bring the 5J board of directors,
as well as advocate at the state level,
from my experiences: I grew up in
Western Oregon and am currently
raising children in Baker; also, I hold
a degree in Early Childhood Education and worked in the local medical
community.

Chris Hawkins

I

joined the
school
board to be a
part of a group
of dedicated
people who
want to
provide a
high quality
educational
experience for our children.
I began my involvement in the
school district volunteering with
reading groups and assisting in
the classroom with elementary
students. I was able to see firsthand the hard work, dedication
and passion the people around me
had in providing a quality education to our students.
I could also see the positive
effect these individuals had on the
students. This made me want to
be more involved and to join the
school board. As a member of the
school board, I can better serve
the students, staff and community.

I also represent the 5J board on the
Baker Valley Education Foundation
Board, and co-chair the annual Crossroads Art Gala. I am a former member for the Saint Alphonsus Hospital
Foundation Board and Baker County
CASA Executive Board of Directors.
Being involved with these local organizations has shown me where there
is need in our community. Each of
these organizations touch the lives of
Baker County children. Baker School
District is the heart of our community
and it is vital to have good relationships with our community partners.
As I meet new residents or have
conversations with community
members, the topic usually revolves
around our schools and opportunities
for our students. I look forward to
continuing strong partnerships with
our community organizations.

A

ndrew is
in his 30th
year working as
an educational
consultant working
in private practice
and proprietary
settings. This is his
ninth year serving on the Baker
School Board. His public service also
includes 3.5 years on the Baker City
Council.
When speaking about the school district, he references the board mission:
"My natural inclination is to see our
public entities and organizations provide positive programming and dynamics that lead people toward their own
successes, if they choose to pursue
them — the primary constituent group
in a healthy community being that of

Julie Huntington

I

was appointed to
the board to fill a
vacancy about this time
last year. I submitted
my name for consideration because I consider
our kids and our education system a vital part
of our community. Our
kids are our future. I
believe a healthy, versatile, forward-thinking
education system is vital to any community.
I saw these components in play and feel that
I can be a productive member of this board.
In addition to this volunteer role, I am a
full time CPA with Bingham, Bingham &
Watt, LLP. I volunteer with the Open Door
breakfast program, serving middle school
kids on Tuesdays; I am active in an online
support system for families who caregive
for those living with FASD; I am also active
in an ongoing health and fitness program. I
spent many years as a foster parent, however, I have withdrawn from this role to
provide more support to my two teens still
in high school and to enjoy my time as
grandma to my oldest son's family!

Andrew Bryan
children!" he said.
"My other main influences on the district itself are incessantly making sure
the district is open, communicating and
collaborative throughout the community
and not operating in isolation — making sure we first and foremost follow
processes, even when I might not fully
agree with the outcomes."
And the school district, he says,
reaches more than the 1,700 students.
"I don't think people realize all the
initiatives the District has promoted to
benefit children, families and the community," he said. "The district is enterprising. It doesn't run like a business —
it is a public entity — but that doesn't
mean it can't be enterprising. Baker
School District is widely recognized
throughout the state in this regard as a
significant leader, and one that emanates
from a rural, more isolated community."

Kevin Cassidy

S

imply put, I feel a strong responsibility to share my resources,
relationships and experience for
the benefit of students in Baker and
across Oregon. I believe education is
the pathway to personal success (no
matter how one defines “success”)
within our society.
I had the fortune of receiving my
K-12 education from Baker and my
degree from an Oregon university.
My professional life involves publicly serving communities, businesses
and government organizations statewide. Over time, that has allowed me
the opportunity to see a broad spectrum of issues/successes that exist
in our state and has equally allowed
me the opportunity to build a great
network of relationships with people
that are involved in various endeavors
at all levels.
Understanding that a majority of
Oregon policy is generated west of
the Cascades, I also volunteer my
time as the elected Eastern Region
member on the Oregon School Board
Association (OSBA) Board. The
OSBA board serves 197 Oregon
school districts, 17 community col-

lege districts and
education service
districts statewide.
Recently, I
was honored by
the OSBA board
to serve as their
President Elect
for 2019. That in
essence means I
will serve as the OSBA State President in 2020 (the same year my son
graduates from BHS). Serving as an
executive board member for OSBA
has opened the door to ensure Eastern
Oregon has a voice at the table among
the decision makers of Oregon public
education.
I am extremely grateful to my family for their support that allows me to
serve in such a capacity. I commonly
hear “serving on a school board is a
thankless job.” My response is “It is
the greatest form of community service I have the pleasure of doing!”
I want to thank the patrons of
Baker 5J for allowing me to continue
channeling my passion to serve our
students.
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Attic Windows

Fundraisers
The Attic Window quilt at right
will be one of the silent auction
items featured at the South
Baker Intermediate chili dog feed
on March 14 at the school.
Other fundraisers this spring
include:
• Haines Chili Feed, Feb. 1, at
the school, 4:30 p.m. Dinner tickets are $5 for ages 11 and older,
$3.50 for kids. Raffle tickets also
available.
• Brooklyn Primary taco feed,
Feb. 8 at Baker High School, 4:307 p.m. Dinner is $5 for all ages;
event also features silent auction, raffle and book fair.
• Bare Necessities Raffle to
benefit the Baker High senior
class graduation party; drawing is
April 15. Raffle tickets are available from any senior and cost $5
each or five for $20.
• Baker Middle School carnival,
April
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Fourth graders create quilt of Oregon history

K

ristin Schwin has taught
Oregon history for most
of her teaching career, and
this year she decided to do something a little different that benefited
the school at the same time.
Schwin teaches fourth grade at
South Baker Intermediate School.
In Oregon, fourth grade focuses on
Oregon history. She had each of her
students draw a picture that represents Oregon — from explorers to
the Oregon Trail to modern times
(one features the Trail Blazers).
She then enlisted the help of
Monica Bailey, who transferred the
students' artwork onto fabric and
finished the quilt with soft flannel
backing. The pattern is called Attic
Windows, and from afar each block
looks like peeking through a window into history. Each child helped
tie the squares, and signed his or her
name on the back.
"The kids worked really hard,"
Bailey said. "They have some amaz-

Jacob Burton ties his quilt square before signing the back as Monica Bailey
advises. The quilt, which features artwork by Kristin Schwin's 4th grade class
and will be put up for auction during the South Baker Intermediate chili dog
feed March 14.

ing artistry."
Schwin said bringing Bailey into
classroom is part of a community
outreach effort to bring more people
into the Baker schools.

"She's been amazing with the
kids," Schwin said.
The quilt will be auctioned during the South Baker chili dog feed
fundraiser on March 14.

