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What I Learned at the CCAE Conference
As the California Council for Adult Education (CCAE) celebrates its 75 anniversary, seventeen WVOC educators
attended the 2019 CCAE State Conference held this year in San Diego from Thursday, April 25 to Saturday, April
27. The theme of this year’s conference was “EDUCATION, like a diamond, lasts FOREVER”. The more than one
hundred workshop sessions provided teachers in all of WVOC’s programs the opportunity to meet and mingle
with colleagues and keep up with best practices in the field.
One of our teachers has detailed her experience, below:
What I Learned at the CCAE Conference
By Tammy Gyetvai

First of all, I learned that I want to be a National Geographic
Explorer in my next life. Shah N. Selbe was the keynote speaker
at Friday’s luncheon where he spoke about how he uses his
satellite launching engineering skills to create data gathering
equipment around the world for National Geographic. With
technology advancing so quickly, WVOC is on the right path for
preparing students for the future.
I learned that CCAE was first established 75 years ago to bring
awareness to an educational program that served an overlooked
population. CCAE grew to be the strongest voice in California
and has legislated fiercely to get funding for our programs.
As an ESL teacher, I learned from Ronna Magy how to
develop scaffolding writing models and to create dynamic
communication activities that support critical thinking leading
to workplace and college readiness.
I learned that Francisco Narciso presented a session on
developing an IET program to administrators and teachers.
I learned to bring warmer clothing when I dine and sail on a
harbor cruise that CCAE provided to its members. I also learned
that an open bar and unlimited appetizers is not a personal
challenge to see how much I can eat and drink.
Most of all, I learned how lucky I am to be a part of a fabulous
group of colleagues who care so much about the betterment
of people’s lives in our community. I am very grateful that
our principal, Monica Balbuena, sponsored us to attend this
conference.
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Proud to be an American

This comes from one of Brana West’s
Citizenship Class students:
“I am Akhtar and am from Iran. I have
been in the USA for seven years. I took the
Citizenship class at WVOC and it prepared
me very well for the court exam. I will
recommend it to all my friends and family. I
enrolled in the class because I really wanted
to become an American citizen because I
love the USA!”
Congratulations to Akhtar on becoming an
American Citizen, and to Brana!

Class Terms
Quarter 1
10 Weeks

Quarter 2
9 Weeks

Quarter 3
10 Weeks

Quarter 4
9 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
10/19/18

10/22/18
thru
01/18/19

01/22/19
thru
03/29/19

04/02/19
thru
06/07/19

Trimester 1
13 Weeks

Trimester 2
13 Weeks

Trimester 3
12 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
11/09/18

11/13/18
thru
03/08/19

03/11/19
thru
06/07/19

Semester 1
19 Weeks

Semester 2
19 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
01/18/19

01/22/19
thru
06/07/19

English Language
Proficiency Standards
The ELPS are coming, if they are not already here.
So, what are they? According to Marci England‘s
CCAE workshop titled, “Mastering the English
Language Proficiency Standards”, the ELPS form
a stepping stone for ELLs (English Language
Learners) toward the College and Career
Readiness Standards. They were created in
response to WIOA’s mandate that requires states
to “align content standards for Adult Education
with state-adopted challenging academic content
standards.” There are ten content standards that
delineate what an ELL should be able to do at
each level of ESL. Here is an abbreviated version
of the Standards:
1. Construct meaning from oral
presentations and literary and
informational texts…
2. Participate in level-appropriate oral and
written exchanges…
3. Speak and write about level-appropriate
literary and informational texts…
4. Construct level-appropriate oral and
written claims and support them with
evidence.
5. Conduct research and evaluate and
communicate findings…
6. Analyze and critique the arguments of
others…
7. Adapt language choices to purpose, task
and audience…
8. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases…
9. Create clear and coherent levelappropriate speech and text.
10.
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English….
The ELPS are not new to DACE. The latest EL
Civics lessons have included a correlation to the
Standards, and they are being included in the
latest Course Outline revisions. So, to say that the
ELPS are coming may not be accurate. Because,
to some degree at least, they are already here.
For more detailed information about ELPS, get
a copy of “the Red Book”, more formally known
as “English Language Proficiency Standards for
Adult Education”.

The Library is Open
“The Library” - An EL Civics Story
By Toni Petniunas

I just wanted to share a heart-warming story
regarding the EL Civics library test. Recently
a Beginning Low student came to me after
class pointing to the “homeless services” icon
on a handout from the Library Test. He told
me he was losing his apartment, that his family
was about to be evicted, and he asked me if the
library website could help, as I had suggested
when teaching this unit. Together we navigated
the site and I helped him quickly locate and
copy down the phone numbers for nearby
homeless shelters and services. The next day he
was all smiles and said he had obtained some
assistance by calling several shelters.
Of course it would have been preferable if he
had gone to the site himself or had gone to
the library for help, but my students trust me
and I think he wanted the emotional support
and translation help I could provide before he
attempted to make a “scary” phone call. The
point is, the test prep raised awareness and
helped solve a real-world problem for a real
student. So that’s a win.

Pay it Forward
It’s not too late to contribute to the West Valley
Scholarship fund.
The High School Graduation is almost here
and the graduating class of 2019 needs your
help. This Scholarship fund will benefit the
students from the following programs: High
School Diploma, Career Technical Education
and ESL. Our graduates are planning to attend
post-secondary school that may include trade
schools or community college. Our goal is to
collect $3,000 by Monday, May 6, 2019. Please
make your check payable to WVOC, and give
it to Ana Rubalcava.

Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Use spoken and written communication in their field of study
Follow verbal and written directions
Work independently and collaboratively

Demonstrate technological skills that support their goals
Learn skills necessary to enter the workforce or continue their education
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