Waiāhole Elementary School

Pumpkin Patch by: Xander Fergerstrom
Hot, sweaty, tiring, but fun the pumpkin patch at
Waimanalo is all those things. Pre-K and Kinder went on
this amazing field trip.
From picking pumpkins to going into the corn maze and
getting lost, or even just looking at the sunflowers and
eating the seeds…the pumpkin patch has it all.
On a scale of 1 – 10, Tiare and Kaleopono both gave the
field trip a 10, meaning it was the best field trip they’d
been on so far! Their favorite part was the hayride, which
is a tractor pulling a trailer. The students sat on scratchy
bales of hay. Let’s hope they wore long

jeans so they didn’t get wounded! (Well, that might be an
over-exaggeration.) The tractor circles the farm, letting
the kids see the glorious nature and the most sunflowers
you’ve ever seen in your life!
Other things they did include picking pumpkins, feeding
animals, and going through the corn maze. Last, but not
least, the best thing they got to do was to make their own
sunflower! So if you have a chance, the kids and I
suggest to go there well… you should go next year
because Halloween is already past and carving pumpkins
is mostly for Halloween. So next year???

My Favorite Season by: Mrs. Aoki, teacher
Do you have a favorite season? Living in the Midwest for many
years I have experienced the distinct seasons. Although each
has its own unique features, my favorite season is autumn, or
fall. The weather begins to cool down, the color of the leaves
start to change, and my two favorite holidays are in the fall.
In the autumn months of September and October, the weather
becomes noticeably cooler. It is a welcome change from the hot
and humid days of summer. As the days get shorter the air
becomes brisk and chilly. It is time to get out our long-sleeved
shirts, long pants, jackets, boots, and soon, long underwear.
The best part of the season is watching the leaves on the trees
change from green to yellow, then to orange and red. It is such
a beautiful sight! The leaves of the Sugar Maple trees are such

a vivid yellow and orange, they look almost fluorescent.
Walking amid a stand of maple trees and gazing at the vibrant
colors soothes my soul and makes me feel connected to Mother
Nature.
One of my favorite holidays is in October…Halloween! It is a
lot of fun to see the children wearing their costumes and going
trick-or-treating. Then, in November, there is a special
holiday. We celebrate Thanksgiving with our family and
friends – lots of food and heaps of fun and laughter.
Autumn is very special to me because the weather starts to get
cooler – a refreshing change from summer’s humidity. Also,
the vibrant display of the colorful autumn foliage is a sight to
behold! Lastly, the two holidays in this season, Halloween and
Thanksgiving, are fun for the keiki and our families.

Top 10 Thanksgiving Foods
By: Xander Fergerstrom
The first Thanksgiving was in November 1621.
It was celebrated because the Pilgrims and
Wampanoag celebrated their first harvest. We
still celebrate this accomplishment today. How?
By stuffing our bellies with amazing food! I did
the research for you and found the best foods to
eat on this day.
1. Turkey
2. Stuffing
3. Pumpkin Pie
4. Gravy
5. Mashed Potatoes
6. Cranberry Sauce
7. Corn on the Cob
8. Pecan Pie
9. Cornbread
10. Sweet Potato
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Monthly Newsletter

“E ho’okela, e Waiāhole” Waiāhole Strives towards Excellence

Thurs
1
Tues
6
Mon
12
Tues
13
Fri
16
Wed
21
Thurs
22
Fri
23

Complex PC Day:
No School
Election Day
No School
Veterans’ Day Holiday:
No School

21st Century Free AfterSchool Program begins
*sign-up at
www.thepaf.org/malama21st/

Literacy ‘Ohana Night
Turkey Trot
Thanksgiving Holiday: No
School

Dear Waiāhole ʻOhana,
I can’t believe the holidays will be here shortly! Thank you to all the ʻohana
that have helped us with our various school activities. This month, we will
have the following activities:
• November 14 - Mass Evacuation
• November 16 - Literacy ʻOhana Night
• November 21 - Turkey Trot
We are looking for donations for our Kris Kringle’s Den in December. Our
students look forward to being able to buy Christmas gifts for family members
with their fishbucks. If you are able to donate items, please drop it off at the
office.
We will be sharing accreditation updates at upcoming Principal Coffee Hours.
We hope that you can join us. Be on the look-out for the flyer.
As always, thank you for all your support!

School Holiday: No
School

A Book Review by:
Jaymee Ah Nee
Joseph Had a Little Overcoat
By: Simms Taback
Joseph had a torn, ripped, and patched overcoat, but he made
something new out of it. He kept making
new pieces of clothes out of it over and over
again until it tore and ripped. One day he lost
the smallest and last piece of his overcoat. Read
the book to find out how Joseph was resilient and
made something out of nothing.
Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its schools do not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, age, color, national origin, religion or disability in its programs and
activities. Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE nondiscrimination policies as follows:
ADA/Section 504 inquiries
Krysti Sukita, ADA/504 Specialist
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us

Title VI, Title IX, and other inquiries
Anne Marie Puglisi, Director
Civil Rights Compliance office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us

November 2018

5 R Students of August
(Relationships):
-Djibril Fall, Leila Navales-Watanabe, Ku
Kahalepuna, Addisyn Meneses, Malia
Ennis, Selena Medeiros, Mercedes
Wisner, Kawena Jumawan-Saito
5R Students of September (Respect):
-Landon Bellman, Kailani Glatt, Jonathan
Seguin, Jacob Seguin, Arizin Akuna
Matsushima, Joziah Kane, Braylee
Woodland, Pono Vidal, Aliah Williams
GLO Students of the Quarter:
-William Prescott, Kaleopono Brigoli,
Claire Woodland, Koa Drake, Pana Drew,
Jewel Ah Nee, Mercedes Wisner, Jaymee
Ah Nee

Sincerely,
Ms. Obra

Counselor’s Message: Mr. Shane
Our 2nd quarter is just underway, but we wanted to take a moment to
highlight some of our students who received awards for our 1st Quarter
Awards Assembly. Students were recognized for best demonstrating the
R of the month and the six GLOs. August was the month for
Relationships
and
September
was
the
month
for
Respect. Congratulations to all the students who received awards for the
1st quarter! We hope to see your child’s name on the newsletter for
January 2019 when we recap the students who receive awards for the 2nd
quarter and upcoming months.
The 5R of the month for November will be Resourcefulness. Resourceful
means to be able to deal creatively and effectively with problems and
challenges. A resourceful child has a can do attitude, tries hard and
perseveres, tries different ways of doing things, shows initiative,
demonstrates creative problem solving, and invents effective and caring
ways of solving problems. Parents can help their child become
resourceful individuals by finding another way to look at a problem when
a task is too difficult, encouraging their child to talk through the problem,
and brainstorming ways to handle a problem differently next time.

Our Superhero, Aunty Sas by: Kawena Jumawan-Saito
From running the book fair, to helping kids
who have fevers, to watching kids in rotations.
Aunty Sas does it all…Even when it’s not her
responsibility. Aunty Sas says, “I like helping
others because when I need help, I know they’ll
help me out.”
Not only does she have a responsibility at
school, she also has responsibilities at home,
like caring for her two dogs. One is a cute
chihuahua named Bella and the other a
labrador named Bendle. She has to pick up
after them so much, but “that’s okay,” she says.
She still loves them.
Did you know Aunty Sas wasn’t always a
health aid? She has been a health aid for
ONLY 18 years! Hard to believe that our star

Waiāhole’s

health aid was only in the business for 18 years.
She wasn’t always full time. She started as a
substitute health aid, but she worked hard and
got to a higher-level job full time! She was also
sooo happy that she got the job at Waiahole
because she came to school here from preschool
to 7th grade. She says that she learned almost
everything she knows from
being here in school. See?
Aunty Sas does it all. So,
if you see Aunty Sas, know
that she’s off to save the
day as our very awesome
health aid. Thank you so
much for your service, Aunty
Sas!!

For Being

Good

^

by: Jaymee Ah Nee

Wanted for Being Respectful: Leila Navales-Watanabe
In the month of August 2018 Leila was caught… doing good. Leila shows respect for the speaker.
Did Leila shout out “Me! Me! Pick me?” NO. She raised her hand and said excuse me when she
needed to say something. Don’t you hate it when you’re talking and someone interrupts you?
Well I do! Leila showed respect by not interrupting people, she’s considerate and says excuse me.
Leila does this all with no one telling her to. Leila is a great example of resect.

Wanted for Showing Good Relationships: Braylee Woodland
In the month of August 2018 Braylee Woodland was caught...doing good. Throughout
the whole first quarter Braylee spent her time helping her peers. Did Braylee just sit there
and watch her peers struggle? Did she only want to have practice time for herself? NO
WAY!!!! She encouraged her peers to do their best when they want to give up. She
helped one of her peers study for a spelling test. Braylee even misses out on recess to
go to lunch monitor for her peers.

What Are You Most Thankful For?

by: Jaymee AhNee

We went out around campus, asking the students, “What are you most thankful for?” This is what they said!

Lexi, Grade 3
“I’m thankful to be alive.”

Zoe, Grade 5
“I’m most thankful that my
family is thriving and good.”

Kawena, Grade 6
“I’m most thankful for my
friends and family – Jaymee,
Kahai, Penelope, Aliah. And
mom and dad.”

The Field Trip by: Zoe Lewis
Imagine…The wind in your hair, feeling the
ocean spray on your legs, hearing the waves lapping at
the side of the canoe. You might thing that you could
only get that in paradise, but that’s wrong.
The third and fourth graders got to experience that
and more on their field trip to Kualoa. When asked how
they liked it, all of them said they loved it. Specifically,
they liked riding the one-hulled canoe that was on their
trip. They liked the field trip so much all of them said
they wanted to go back next year!

“We got to go sailing and we learned about the
waʻa,” said Braylee, a fourth grader. “It was fun.”
Not only did they learn about the waʻa, but they also
spent part their field trip cleaning up the community and
making it a better place for the animals to live there.
Jewel, another fourth grader, said, “I liked picking up
trash and giving back to the land.”
You know, I wish I couldʻve gone on that field
trip because it sounds so nice. Wouldnʻt you?

Don’t Cry Miss Morishige! by: Miss Morishige, Academic Coach
“She never moved again. Next day, as the Ferris
wheel was being taken apart and the race horses were
being loaded into vans and the entertainers were packing
up their belongings and driving away in their trailers,
Charlotte died.” My voice catches in my throat, as it
always does at this part. With every chapter that had
unfolded, I found myself rooting for this unlikely
friendship that blossomed between a pig and a spider. A
friendship that lasted through the scary parts and the
exciting parts and, now, through the heart-breaking parts.
I can feel my heart breaking, too. Hot tears sting the
corners of my eyes as I read the final sentences of Chapter
21 from Charlotte’s Web, “Nobody, of the hundreds of
people that had visited the Fair, knew that a grey spider
had played the most important part of all. No one was
with her when she died.”
“Miss Morishige! Don’t cry!” exclaims Kahai,
reminding me that I’m in the middle of reading out

loud to my students. She, along with the rest of my second
graders crowd around my feet. “I can’t help it. This part
always makes me cry,” I squeak out. I take a long, slow
breath and look at my students. A sea of concerned faces
look back at me, their eyes wide at seeing their teacher
cry. I smile at them through the tears. “Isn’t Charlotte’s
Web an amazing story?”
On that day, I hope my second graders learned two
things. One, that this is reading...Falling in love with the
story, feeling so connected to the characters that you laugh
with them, root for them, and sometimes even cry for
them…finding words
and meaning that linger,
long after the story is done.
And two, that teachers
cry too.
Some of the 2014 – 2015 2nd graders.

