Grade 12 Summer Reading
For students ENTERING the twelfth grade

Note:
Though not required, students are
strongly encouraged to obtain a
personal copy of the summer reading
books. Websites like amazon.com,
barnesandnoble.com, and
thriftbooks.com often sell
inexpensive, used books.

Community Book: Please read ONE book from the master list and come prepared for a discussion with the teacher who
chose that book.

Fiction: Students will choose one of the books listed to read by the first day of school. Students will complete an in-class
project throughout the first week of school, so it might be helpful to take notes while reading (especially if you do not
purchase the book).

Boy 21 by Matthew Quick
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in broken-down Bellmont, a town ruled by
the Irish mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, his dad works nights, and
Finley is left to take care of his disabled grandfather alone. He's always dreamed of getting out
someday, but until he can, putting on that number 21 jersey makes everything seem okay.
Russ has just moved to the neighborhood, and the life of this teen basketball phenom has been turned
upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he won't pick up a basketball, but answers
only to the name Boy21--taken from his former jersey number. As their final year of high school
brings these two boys together, a unique friendship may turn out to be the answer they both need.

We are Okay by Nina LaCour
Marin hasn’t spoken to anyone from her old life since the day she left everything behind. No one
knows the truth about those final weeks. Not even her best friend Mabel. But even thousands of miles
away from the California coast, at college in New York, Marin still feels the pull of the life and tragedy
she’s tried to outrun. Now, months later, alone in an emptied dorm for winter break, Marin waits.
Mabel is coming to visit and Marin will be forced to face everything that’s been left unsaid and finally
confront the loneliness that has made a home in her heart.

Goodbye Days by Jeff Zenter
Where are you guys? Text me back. That's the last message Carver Briggs will ever send his three best
friends, Mars, Eli, and Blake. He never thought that it would lead to their death.
Now Carver can’t stop blaming himself for the accident and even worse, a powerful judge is
pressuring the district attorney to open up a criminal investigation.
Luckily, Carver has some unexpected allies: Eli’s girlfriend, the only person to stand by him at
school; Dr. Mendez, his new therapist; and Blake’s grandmother, who asks Carver to spend a
“goodbye day” together to share their memories and say a proper farewell.
Soon the other families are asking for their own goodbye day with Carver—but he’s unsure of their motives. Will they all be
able to make peace with their losses, or will these goodbye days bring Carver one step closer to a complete breakdown or—
even worse—prison?

History Is All You Left Me by Adam Silvera
When Griffin’s first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in a drowning accident, his universe
implodes. Even though Theo had moved to California for college and started seeing Jackson,
Griffin never doubted Theo would come back to him when the time was right. But now, the
future he’s been imagining for himself has gone far off course.
To make things worse, the only person who truly understands his heartache is Jackson. But no
matter how much they open up to each other, Griffin’s downward spiral continues. He’s losing
himself in his obsessive compulsions and destructive choices, and the secrets he’s been keeping
are tearing him apart.
If Griffin is ever to rebuild his future, he must first confront his history, every last heartbreaking
piece in the puzzle of his life.

Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school
musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into
the spotlight. Now Simon is actually being blackmailed: If he doesn’t play wingman for class
clown Martin, his sexual identity will become everyone’s business. Worse, the privacy of Blue,
the pen name of the boy he’s been emailing with, will be jeopardized.
With some messy dynamics emerging in his once tight-knit group of friends and his email
correspondence with Blue growing more flirtatious every day, Simon’s junior year has suddenly
gotten all kinds of complicated.
Now change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of his comfort zone before he’s
pushed out-without alienating his friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at
happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he’s never met.

