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LAVINA CHOW
Teacher Leader, Business Education
Teacher, and Founding Faculty Member
of Moanalua High School from 1972 to
2002

“Seeing a lot of my students become doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs,
teachers, engineers and very successful in whatever their endeavors were
… and being a part of one of the best schools in the state - being called
the “Punahou of the public schools” is a special memory and recollection.”
LaVina Chow
After graduating from Kansas State Teachers College, LaVina Chow’s
teaching career started routinely at Wheeler Intermediate School in
1969. However, her hiring at Moanalua High School was anything
but routine as was her inspiring and innovative approach to business education. The
legendary “under the tree teacher interviews at Aliamanu Intermediate School” are an
unforgettable memory of her beginnings at Moanalua High in 1972.
One of her goals was to build the Business Department to five full lines so we could offer
and accommodate all the students’ interests and needs. As a result of her leadership,
the Business Program had five and a half teacher positions and taught everything from
keyboarding to marketing, travel, advanced accounting to a Co-op program. Her focus
was to provide Moanalua students with the best business curriculum, furniture, books,
business equipment and to have a business environment in the classroom.
LaVina’s fondest memory was that the administration, support staff, custodians, and
teachers worked and played hard as an “ohana”. “Being a part of one of the best school’s
in the state and being called the Punahou of the public schools” was a special memory
and recollection. As a result of her vision and leadership, Moanalua High won three
Overall State Hawaii Business Education Association trophies where our students placed
in all the categories we entered, first, second and third places in the State Sterling Business
Scholarships Contest at BYU-Hawaii, and the First Place award in state Administrative
Assistant Essay Contest.
After retiring from Moanalua in 2002, LaVina has continued to do volunteer work including
organizing four charity Craft Fairs at Honolulu Country Club to donate funds to schools
and to individuals, and she has joined Country Club Seniors to do various community
service projects like making leis for Punchbowl, notepads for ill senior citizens, and care
packages for American soldiers in Iraq.

LUCY FUJINAKA
Teacher Leader, Librarian and Founding
Faculty Member of Moanalua High School
from 1972 to 1999

“In the beginning, the goal was to help whenever it was needed
and do whatever was needed to get a new school started.” Lucy Fujinaka
After serving as Librarian at Highlands Intermediate School, Norwalk
– La Mirada School District (California), and Leilehua High School,
Lucy Fujinaka was hired to become the first Librarian for Moanalua
High School in 1972.
The MoHS Library was not built until years later, so the first school
library was housed in a classroom. Lucy recalls the challenges of starting a library at
a new school and placing her efforts in building the program and increasing the book
collections in the new library. The first location of the MoHS Library was in rooms P3 and
P4. She recalls, “we had air conditioning and so you could not see the dirt and dust from
the school construction because it was all boarded up. But when you opened the door
… then you could see all the impact from the construction all around us.” The second
location of the MoHS Library was in rooms R 203 and R 204 before finally moving into the
present location of the school library on the upper campus.
Her fondest memories of the opening of the school was that, “we got to know something of
the students … so we got to know them all – the good students and the naughty ones …it
was small and we got to know them well. And I remember when someone did something
to the bathroom. Mr. Kim marched the entire student body into the bathroom and talked
to everyone. That I remember.”
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Her fondest memories are of the earliest social gatherings for faculty and staff members
including the faculty social held at the old South Seas Restaurant (now Kia Car Sales)
where she remembers that Darrel Galera played the guitar for everyone. She also
remembers the athletic games that she attended to support Moanalua High.
“It has been a good twenty five plus years of being associated with this school.
I enjoyed it. My ending times in this big building (MoHS Library) has been great!”
According to MoHS Athletic Director Joel Kawachi, “Lucy Fujinaka served four athletic
directors and she kept the department extremely organized – she encouraged everything
positive about Moanalua athletics!” Lucy retired from Moanalua High in December 1999.
She continued to “volunteer” as assistant athletic director for many years before finally
enjoying her retirement.
JUDITH HAYASHIDA
Teacher Leader, Registrar, and Founding
Faculty Member of Moanalua High School
from 1972 to 1987

“…everyone was on the same page to build Moanalua High School
into one of the finest high schools in the State.” Judy Hayashida
In 1972, Judith “Judy” Hayashida was the only teacher hired by Mr.
James Kim to teach science at Moanalua High School. The biology
classroom in M Building was not completed when the students
reported to school so science classes had to be taught in a regular
classroom (no science laboratory, no sink, etc.) on the second floor
of M Building for several months. Judy anxiously awaited the
completion of the biology classroom so that she would not have to prep for labs and use a
cart to move water and materials from the Teachers’ Lounge to the temporary classroom
in M206. Her goal for the science department was to develop a comprehensive science
program for grades 9-12 that provided up-to-date content materials in physical science,
biology, chemistry and physics and emphasize science as an inquiry with a laboratoryoriented approach to science teaching and learning. The science department at MoHS, she
believed, must provide appropriate science courses for all students--the entire spectrum
of students who were going to attend MoHS. After successfully leading the science
department, Judy was selected by Mr. Kim to become the school’s first full time Registrar
in 1975.
Her fondest memories include taking her “kolohe” students to Ala Moana Park at night to
observe and collect marine specimens for their marine aquarium; returning to the biology
classroom and eating her home-made stew with the boys after a beautiful moonlight reefcrawling experience. “They were wonderful kids!” The experience reinforced her notion
that students need to know that teachers are interested in them as individuals and want
them to stay in school and get a good education. She will always remember the lighter
side of work at MoHS where the staff enjoyed social activities together and developed
close relationships that helped to develop a sense of ohana, “… everyone was on the
same page to build Moanalua High School into one of the finest high schools in the State.”
Judy also credits Principal James Kim, “ It took a leader with vision and the belief that
decisions should be made in the best interest of students …this laid the foundation and
cornerstone on which the school was built.”
Former MoHS Registrar Helene Shinjo credits Hayashida with “laying the foundation
for efficient operations of the registrar’s office – her philosophy of doing what is best
for students became the guiding principle for curriculum, classes, and master schedules
that made Moanalua High an outstanding school.”
Judy Hayashida left Moanalua
High School in 1987 to become Vice Principal at Alvah Scott Elementary School. What
followed is an impressive career in school leadership that included tenures as a School
Renewal Specialist and Deputy District Superintendent. She retired from the Department
of Education in 2001. Since then Judy has worked for America’s Choice, served as a
volunteer for the USO and she has also served on the School Community Council for
Honowai Elementary School from 2004 to 2008. She is now a full time “volunteer” to
watch her beautiful granddaughter.
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RON HIRAI
Teacher Leader, Music and Band Director,
and Founding Faculty Member of
Moanalua High School from 1972 to 1977

“In 1972, Moanalua High School was a school that was to eventually be the
“Punahou” of the public schools. Today, Moanalua is one of the most sought
after schools for students to attend.” Ron Hirai
Ron Hirai’s dedication and service to the students of Hawaii is
an impressive career long journey that includes many stops at the
schools of the Moanalua Complex. Starting at Moanalua Middle
School, he then moved on to Moanalua High School in 1972, and after
serving as band director and vice principal at other schools, came full
circle to retire as the Principal of Moanalua Elementary School in 2004.
Ron Hirai’s first teaching position was as the Music Director at Moanalua Middle School
where he started the music program in 1968. After 4 years, he was hired by Mr. James Kim
to become Moanalua High School’s first Band Director and Music Director.
His fondest memories are of hard working band parents and students. He credits their
“devotion and contribution for laying the foundation for a very promising future.” Hirai
clearly recalls that, “the universal goal of the staff was to realize Moanalua High School
as a first class high school. Expectations were high. But we as a staff were determined to
work toward this vision. One of my contributions to this goal was to compose an alma
mater that would define who we were as a school and community. With an ukulele in hand,
I worked on the melody and harmony. Finding a suitable melody and lyrics was also a
challenge. Avoiding lyrical and musical clichés, I selected words that I believed depicted
high moral values and ideals that would serve as a life long guide to our students”.
As a result of Hirai’s hard work, Moanalua High showcased two concert bands, a marching
band, a jazz ensemble, a string orchestra, choral program and Polynesian music program
after just five years. The dream was being realized.
After leaving Moanalua High School, Ron became the Music Director at Mililani High
and then went on to become a school administrator and eventually Principal of Moanalua
Elementary School. After retirement in 2004, he returned to his life long passion of
orchestral conducting and clarinet performance. He is now serving as an associate
conductor and principal clarinet player of the Oahu Civic Orchestra, a member of the
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra, and the conductor of the Oahu Chamber Orchestra. He
and wife, Pauleen, are active members of the First Presbyterian Church at Koolau.

JUDITH HIRAMOTO
Teacher Leader, College and Career
Counselor, and Founding Faculty Member
of Moanalua High School from 1972 to
1988

“I am humbled at having been a part of something so important to student
learning … and it thrills me to hear people in the general public talk so
glowingly about Moanalua High School.” Judy Hiramoto
After being recruited on the mainland, Judith “Judy” Hiramoto
first taught social studies at Baldwin High School for two years and
then moved on to Aliamanu Intermediate School. Contemplating
an offer from veteran DOE Principal, Harry Ono, to go teach social
studies at Mililani High School, Judy Hiramoto decided to take
a chance “on that man interviewing prospective teachers under the trees at Aliamanu
Intermediate.” Thus setting the stage for what would later become the best College and
Career Counseling Program in the public schools.
As Judith Rose, she was first hired as a social studies teacher at Moanalua High School and
then she became the school’s first full time College and Career Counselor. She recalls the
challenge of opening a new high school,
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“We wanted to make sure that the students were well served. We wanted to offer them a
well-rounded, comprehensive education but we had no athletic facilities, a very dedicated
and hard working but small faculty, no established curriculum, no school traditions or
alumni role models to follow or look up to...it was a daunting task. We spent evenings,
weekends and most holidays trying to figure out ways to better serve our students … it
was difficult … but it was FUN. We knew every single student by name and they knew
each one of us. Student expectations were high. We knew where we wanted to go...”
A Night To Remember
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Judy’s fondest memories are of the wonderful, lasting friendships that were forged
between students and teachers and the lifetime friendships that were forged between
the original 13 teachers and the administrators. She also fondly recalls the outpouring
of parental support as a big factor in the early success of Moanalua High School, and the
“visionary” leadership of Mr. James Kim, “we were lucky to have him.”
MoHS College and Career Counselor Gwen Mau credits Hiramoto for setting the
foundation for college counseling, “Judy established a name for Moanalua High with
many of the Tier One Colleges – she set the tone where every student was important
in the college process.” Judy left Moanalua High in 1988 to become a district resource
teacher before retiring from the Department of Education in 1995. She was then selected to
become the Athletic Director for Iolani School, a position she held served in for ten years.
After her impressive administration tenure at Iolani School. She enjoyed retirement once
again and volunteered her time for the John Burns School of Medicine and the Lanakila
Meals on Wheels Program.

EARL HONDA
Teacher Leader, Mathematics Teacher,
and Founding Faculty Member of
Moanalua High School from 1972 to 1976

“When I first came, I was most excited about opening a new high school …
Then after a semester, I realized what an outstanding group of educators
that I was working with. I felt so honored to be part of that faculty”. Earl
Honda
A seasoned and veteran math teacher of more than ten years at
Waialua High School, Earl Honda made the decision to come to
Moanalua High School when he first learned that Mr. James Kim was
going to be principal of the new school and that Mr. Kim had also
selected an excellent vice principal and athletic director.
He recalls wanting to be a
Moanalua teacher because “of the excitement and challenge of starting a brand new high
school.”
Along with Barbara Kagan, they formed a Math Department of two. Honda was also
given the charge to become the first Head Coach for the Track Team and for the Cross
Country Team.
“In the beginning, it was rather difficult because there were a lot of growing pains …we
had students who would have rather have been at Farrington or Radford. We also had
limited facilities and constant construction going on - lots of dust and noise – we had lots
of growing pains. Most of my fond memories were with athletics, for example, the track
program and going to football games and basketball games. One of the funniest stories
I remember was going to Campbell High School and when we were coming out of Ewa,
we had to go all around the school and through the residential area. And we all had to
bow our heads down in the bus because we were afraid of getting hit by rocks. It was
funny because we weren’t very competitive and yet we didn’t get a very warm welcome.”
Earl Honda is quick to say that one of the reasons that Moanalua High School became an
outstanding high school is because of the leadership – from the principal and the entire
faculty and staff. Honda fondly recalls “ …especially Principal James Kim – he was not
afraid to be innovative and creative … and the school benefited.”
Reflecting back, Honda shares the revelation that, “Now when I look back at all the hard
times, growing pains, and troubles that we had, I can no longer call it growing pains.
Those are fond memories instead ... those were good times. The memories I have are very
enduring memories. “
After leaving Moanalua , Honda returned to Waialua High School to serve as the school’s
Registrar until he retired from the Department of Education in 1992. He served the
students of Hawaii for over 32 years.
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MASAKO IWAMI
School Administrative Services Assistant
and Founding Staff Member of Moanalua
High School from 1972 to 1985

“My personal satisfaction was to have seen the school become one of the best
schools in the nation … and to see many of the graduates becoming great
contributors in the community today.” Masako Iwami
When Masako “Mako” Iwami made the important decision to leave
her position as the School Administrative Services Assistant (SASA)
at Farrington High School and Farrington Community School in 1972
to become the first SASA for Moanalua High School, it was the first of
many important building blocks for what would become one of the
best high schools in Hawaii.
Mako took charge of the first MoHS Administration Office in the classrooms that are
now Portables 1 and 2 on the lower school campus. She recalls the special excitement
of starting a brand new school from “scratch” to help build the best school ever. Her
fondest memories include those of students giving up their summer vacation time to help
the administrators and teachers to set up the school to start off their first day of school
successfully. She especially remembers that “we all became a very close knit family –
administrators, faculty, staff members, and students.”
Principal Darrel Galera remembers that “It was Mako Iwami who looked out for me as a
brand new teacher in 1982 – she took care of everyone. Her guidance and caring made it
clear that Moanalua High was not just another high school, that it was a very, very special
school.”
Masako Iwami retired from Moanalua High School in December 1985. Mako shares
that she now “enjoys life one day at a time,” and continues to do volunteer work and
participate in many church and community activities. She also enjoys traveling to the
mainland to visit with friends and relatives.

MILRED KIBOTA
Teacher Leader, Guidance Counselor, and
Founding Faculty Member of Moanalua
High School from 1972 to 1988

“This was a once-in-a lifetime opportunity …
but a daunting task, nevertheless.” Millie Kibota
When the paths of Mildred “Millie” Kibota and Mr. James Kim first
crossed each other, she was an intern counselor/ teacher at Washington
Intermediate and Mr. James Kim was teaching mechanical drawing
in the classroom next door. She went on to counseling experiences
in Hilo and then at Waialua High School before crossing paths with
Mr. Kim once again in 1972. That was when the new principal of
Moanalua High School hired Millie Kibota as the school’s first guidance counselor. And
the foundation for Moanalua’s exemplary counseling program was set.
“My goal was to develop a comprehensive, student-centered counseling/guidance
program to serve ALL students well. This was a once-in-a lifetime opportunity but a
daunting task, nevertheless. With three children ages 1, 3, and 7 to raise … and a busy
husband (MoHS Athletic Director and School Registrar, Hank Kibota) who had just been
asked to head the MoHS Athletic Program, I wondered if I could manage the time, effort
and workload I knew this job would require.”
Her fondest memories of working at MoHS are those of the people – “the conscientious
counselors, the excellent teachers, and the highly supportive administrative staff” - and
their hard work that resulted in “the development of a total counseling program.” Millie
beams with Moanalua pride when she recalls how “the students made us so proud”
and the community provided so much support. She credits Mr. Kim’s early focus on
“humanism” for the development of the school and the counseling department.
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“What is best for the student? With this simple question in mind, we developed, in the
early years, a basic program of student advocacy into a comprehensive program which
included academic/personal counseling, college/career counseling, required guidance
classes, a strong Special Motivation Program for at-risk students, and an efficient system
of Special Education services. The consistent administrative philosophy and support
coupled with strong ground-up effort in all departments made for an exciting, effective
educational environment at Moanalua High School.”
After leaving Moanalua High, Millie helped the counseling programs at Nimitz Elementary
and at Aiea High School. After 34 years of serving Hawaii’s students, she retired in 1995.
She and husband, Hank Kibota (2008 Kinaole Award ) enjoy traveling and visiting with
children and grandchildren.

LANA MITO
Teacher Leader, Student Activities
Coordinator, and Founding Faculty
Member of Moanalua High School from
1972 to 1988

“I remember shouting with joy and jumping out of my chair at a luncheon
at the Honolulu Country Club when Moanalua High School was selected
as the first National Blue Ribbon High School in Hawaii!” Lana Mito
Lana Mito began her teaching career as a social studies teacher at
Waianae High School before moving on to teach at Campbell High
School for four years. In 1972, she was hired by Mr. James Kim to
begin Moanalua High’s social studies department. In his infinite
wisdom, Mr. Kim then selected Lana to become Moanalua High’s
first full time Student Activities Coordinator and the leader of one of Hawaii’s top student leadership programs in the state.
Lana recalls what it was like in the beginning, “We were excited about starting a new
school. Just think of all the possibilities! We were starting from scratch! We were a
TEAM, working together to open a new school; to develop a vigorous and relevant
curriculum; to develop outstanding, well-rounded students who took pride in their
school and their work; to develop outstanding programs that would be a model for
other schools. Working with students, our initial goals were to develop a viable student
activities program, writing and passing a student association constitution, and building
a student leadership program. The students were going to establish TRADITIONS, and
in doing so, develop as student leaders”.
Her fondest memories included the developing the first traditions of the school – the first
Student Council, the first Leadership Camp, the first Spirit Weeks, the first Homecoming
with its bonfire on the football field, the first of all that were to follow. She will never
forget when the old and new Executive Councils spent overnighters in her home to
develop the student association program and calendar for the following year, “we stayed
up late until the wee hours of the morning to complete the task … now when I look back,
I don’t know how we did it, but we always did”. Lana credits husband, Dan Mito (former MoHS science teacher and Class of ’83 Advisor), and her children, Alyssa, Danica,
and Reyn for always being so patient and supportive.
Present MoHS SAC Sherwin Pang credits Mito, “Because of Lana Mito, the Moanalua
High Student Activities Program is one of the premier activities programs in the Hawaii
high schools, public or private.”
In 1988, Lana Mito was selected to lead student activities for the entire State of Hawaii
when she became Hawaii State Educational Specialist for Student Activities. Repeating the excellence that resulted at Moanalua High, she established the Annual State
Student Conference, the Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Program, the Intermediate
School Leadership Conferences, and the Hawaii Legislative Shadowing Program for the
students of Hawaii. After inspiring and guidance student leaders at the state level for
thirteen years, Lana retired from the Department of Education in 2003.
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ALLEN TAKAMORI
Teacher Leader, Head Football Coach and
Founding Faculty Member of Moanalua
High School from 1972 to 1977

“We all put our efforts and hearts into building a successful school.
I am personally proud of the success of Moanalua High School.
It has become an exemplary high school in Hawaii.” Allen Takamori
In 1972, Allen Takamori was hired as Moanalua’s new PE/Health
teacher and new Head Football Coach. It was his first teaching
position. Allen clearly remembers the huge challenges. “My goals
were: (1) to be a good teacher, and (2) to build a new football team
starting with 9th graders”.
He had much trepidation of his new responsibilities. “I don’t know which area, the
classroom or the football field, accounted for my worries. In the classroom I worried
about my lesson plans, grading standards, and how to get my students to understand my
pidgin English. As a football coach, I worried about how to get enough student athletes
out on the field to play. My wife had to wash the uniforms after each game, and she
worried about shrinkage and losing uniforms.”
As a teacher, he recalls the fellowship with the thirteen teachers and staff. “I can recall
parties at Mr. Kim’s house where he played the ukulele and sang all night.”
“As a football coach my fondest memories were of my players. Despite our numbers
and win-loss record, they showed determination and they never gave up. I admired the
courage and heart they displayed each time they put on the Moanalua uniform.”
After a 5 year tenure at Moanalua, he went on to teach at McKinley High School for over
25 years. He also coached football and served as Assistant Athletic Director at McKinley.
He also coached football at Iolani. Allen has been retired for the past few years after
having taught in the Hawaii Department of Education for over 30 years. In the Hawaii Kai
community, he has continued to give back to others through coaching baseball, basketball
and football in the various leagues.

Masako Iwami, Lucy Fujinaka, Earl Honda, Lavina Chow, Lana Mito, Judith Hiramoto, Mildred Kibota, Judith Hayashida,
and Allen Takamori
(missing: Ronald Hirai)
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