BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, March 14, 2019
Washington Building - Liberty Hall
One Sierra Gate Plaza, Roseville, CA 95678
Restoring America’s Heritage by Developing Servant Leaders
CLOSED SESSION – 4:00 p.m.
I.

II.

III.

Real Property Negotiations
Twelve Bridges, Lincoln, CA 95648
Negotiator: Joseph Benson
Negotiation re: Price and Terms with Athlos
Real Property Negotiations
5 and 13 Sierra Gate Plaza, Roseville, CA 95678
Negotiator: Joseph Benson
Conference with Legal – Anticipated Litigation (1)
(Signification exposure to litigation pursuant to Gov. Code §54956.9 (d(2))

OPEN SESSION – 5:00 p.m.
I.

PRELIMINARY
The meeting was called to order by President Forman at 5:04pm.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ROLL CALL
Dean Forman
Tricia Nielsen
Roy Braatz
John Brennan
Tamara Bennett
Scholar Council

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION
No action was taken by the board.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Draft February 14, 2019
Draft February 28, 2019
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Motion to approve previous minutes made by John Brennan. Seconded by Tricia
Nielsen.
Vote for February 14, 2019 Minutes:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Abstained
Vote for February 28, 2019 Minutes:
Dean Forman
Abstained
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Abstained
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
THOUGHT OF THE DAY – Roy Braatz
Mr. Braatz shared a message about Einstein. Mr. Einstein studied philosophy as part
of his classical training. He expressed concern that many people today can get
through school, including a PhD in Physics, and never darken the door of a
philosophy class. Einstein said, “So many people today – and even professional
scientists – seem to me like somebody who has seen thousands of trees but never seen
a forest. A knowledge of the historic and philosophical background gives that kind of
independence from prejudices of his generation from which most scientists are
suffering. This independence created by philosophical insight is – in my opinion – the
mark of distinction between a mere artisan or specialist and a real seeker after truth.”
II.

(5:20-5:30) COMMUNICATIONS
A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: Non-agenda items: no individual presentation

shall be for more than two (2) minutes and the total time for this purpose shall
not exceed fifteen (15) minutes. Ordinarily. Board members will not respond to
presentations and no action can be taken. However, the Board may give
direction to staff following a presentation. (The Board has the discretion to restrict
public comments to those matters it deems relevant to its subject matter jurisdiction. Gov. Code
§54954.3)

No public comment was made.
B. For Information: PSO Update

The El Dorado Hills campus has a father who has offered to use his drone to
take photos. Mr. Yniguez will make contact and reach out for more
information.
C. For Information: Scholar Council Update

No report was given.
D. For Information: Leadership Updates

a. Enrollment Plan and Seat Offerings (EDH, LIN, ROS)
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There was a lottery held the same evening at the El Dorado Hills
campus with 368 new applications for the next fall. The projection was
to get up to 700 this next year. Re-enrollment with current scholars was
also high. Full capacity of campus is 2 sections per grade, possibly even
3.
LIN: Current facility is growing into the 8th grade next year. There were
142 new applicants for next year. Current enrollment is at 192 scholars.
On Tuesday night the Western Placer Unified School District
unanimously voted to renew the John Adams Academy – Lincoln
Charter. We have been working with WPUSD and their staff since
December. The superintendent shared with his board his appreciation
for our staff and their dedication towards a quality education. There
are great things happening in Lincoln and the program continues to
grow.
ROS: 580 new applicants in addition to the 890 on waitlist. A new
enrollment clerk has been hired who is already actively engaged in the
enrollment process.
Board requests that administration will notify parents at the top of the
waitlist prior to school starting that if someone isn’t there the first 3
days, a seat may open up for them.
President Forman would like to have updates on academic progress
and recognition from each admin at the April meeting.
EDH: A ribbon cutting took place earlier in the day for the El Dorado
Hills Campus. Although the facility had been operating since the
beginning of the year with a partial facility, the campus was now
complete with a beautiful MPR and library. A number of dignitaries
and community leaders came out to support the Academy and what we
have been doing not just in El Dorado Hills, but on all of our
campuses. The attendees included John Adams Academy Board
Members, El Dorado County Office of Education (EDCOE)
superintendent and EDCOE board members, The President of the El
Dorado Hills Chamber of Commerce, Assemblyman Kevin Kiley,
representative from Congressman McClintock’s office, members of the
County Board of Supervisors, the El Dorado County Sheriff, a board
member from Los Rios Community College District and many, many
more. Thank you to all who made this event and celebration a
success. Everyone is very excited about the new facility in El Dorado
Hills.
The Revolution Run: coming up March 23rd - more volunteers needed.
WASC is planning to visit the Roseville campus for an interim visit.
The committee would like to meet with two board members—President
Forman and Mrs. Nielsen had been invited to do so.
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E. For Information: Board Announcements

Mr. Brennan suggested having the board conduct their own Socratic seminar
discussion. The board discussed bringing it up at the following month.
Mrs. Bennett truly enjoyed the classical symposium she recently attended and
hopes to have a better structure in supporting new teachers and on how to
keep current teachers fresh. She would like to start modeling what the whole
discussion would look like.
Mr. Henke invited the board to participate in the Socratic discussion groups
that were currently happening on campus.
III.

(5:30-5:35) CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Warrants & Credit Card Expenditures
B. Ratification of Contracts
C. Approval of Resignations & Terminations

1. Scalzi, Andrea - Instructional Aide (EDH)
2. Schaeffer, Joseph - Facilities (ROS)
3. Slechta, Jacqueline - Secondary Teacher (ROS)

D. Approval of New Hires

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fernandez, Odelin – Secondary Teacher (ROS)
Gibler, Kara Ferrando - SpEd Instructional Aide (ROS)
Gomes, Angela - SpEd Instructional Aide (EDH)
Preskar, Josilyn – Instructional Aide (EDH)
Sharer, Leah – Elementary Teacher (ROS)

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Tricia Nielsen. Seconded by
Roy Braatz.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
IV.

(5:35 – 6:30)DISCUSSION & ACTION AGENDA
A. Fall School Lunch Program (EDH, LIN, ROS)

Mr. Yniguez made a presentation to the board explaining next year’s
requirement (AB1871 – Charter Schools: free and reduced-price meals)
Staff began their research on this bill by reaching out to a couple of local
vendors to compare programs. Mr. Yniguez gave information on the program,
and outlined what it will take to be compliant and prepared for next year. The
recommendation to the board was:
1. Authorize the Executive Director to submit application with the State
of CA.
2. To engage with a third party consultant who can act as the Director of
School Food Authority during the implementation phase of the
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program.
3. Authorize the Executive Director to begin the RFP process to choose a
food service vendor(s).
4. Begin assessing and implementing the program.
Motion to approve the recommendation was made by Tricia Nielsen.
Seconded by Tamara Bennett.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
B. 2018-19 LCAP Review and Update (EDH, LIN, ROS)

There are three goals in the LCAP:
1. Evaluate, implement and monitor curricular programs to ensure
alignment to Academy expectations and state standards.
2. JAA will increase growth in literacy of all scholars on benchmark
tests and SBAC ELA assessments.
3. JAA will increase math proficiency of all scholars on benchmark tests
and SBAC math assessments.
An update on the efforts towards those goals was discussed. Some updates to
the LCAP were made. Motion to approve the updates to the LCAP as
presented was made by Tricia Nielsen. Seconded by Tamara Bennett.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
C. Approval of Interim Budget (EDH, LIN, ROS)

Mr. Benson presented the interim budget to the board and discussion took
place with the board.
Motion to approve the second interim budget for John Adams Academies, Inc.
for the combined LIN, ROS, EDH campuses was made by Roy Braatz.
Seconded by John Brennan.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
D. Approval to Purchase Vena Solutions

Budgeting, Reporting and Analysis Software
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The Business Department presented on a budgeting software that will aid in
budget development for each campus.
Motion to approve purchase of Vena Solution and to authorize the Executive
Director to negotiate on the board’s behalf was made by Roy Braatz. Seconded
by Tricia Nielsen.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Yes
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes
V.

BOARD INITIATED BUSINESS – 5 MINUTES
CCSA Conference took place earlier in the week. Many attended and received much
information and gained knowledge. The board requested that the Executive Director
would get all attendees together and share notes.
Brief discussion was made about upcoming events including the Revolution Run. The
board suggested a letter be sent to families requesting additional volunteer support.
The board mentioned current facility grant programs and requested that they would
like a report in April to give an update on grant money, what the summer project plan
is currently looking like, update on all campus facilities in order to work on project
list.
President Forman excused himself from the meeting at 7:02pm.

VI.
VII.

NEXT MEETING: Regular Board Meeting – Thursday, April 11, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at 7:05pm made by John Brennan. Seconded by Roy Braatz.
Vote:
Dean Forman
Absent
Tricia Nielsen
Yes
Roy Braatz
Yes
John Brennan
Yes
Tamara Bennett
Yes

Vision
The John Adams Academies are restoring America’s heritage by developing servant leaders who are
keepers and defenders of the principles of freedom for which our Founding Fathers pledged their
lives, fortunes, and sacred honor.
Values
The John Adams Academies are preparing future leaders and statesmen through principle-based
education.
Our Core Values:
Appreciation of our Nation Heritage
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Public and Private Virtue
Emphasis on Mentors and Classics
Scholar Empowered Learning
Fostering Creativity and Entrepreneurial Spirit
High Standards of Academic Excellence
Modeling What We Teach
Abundance Mentality
Building a Culture of Greatness
Self-Governance, Personal Responsibility and Accountability
Accommodating Those Individuals with Special Needs – In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
John Adams Academies encourage those with disabilities to participate fully in the public meeting process. If you
have a special need in order to allow you to attend or participate in our public meetings, please contact our office
at (916)780-6800 well in advance of the board meeting you wish to attend so that we may make every reasonable
effort to accommodate you, including auxiliary aids or service.
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