PRESS RELEASE

Deyanira Romo Rossell
Communications Director
Wimberley ISD
512.618.2470
deyanira.rossell@wimberleyisd.net

Wimberley High School Robotics, Band, Speech & Debate Team Shine
Fall Competitions Reveal Excellence

Wimberley, Texas, October 23, 2018 — It was a great run for Wimberley High School students competing in
band, speech & debate and robotics. Some students and teams are already bound for state competition and
the Texan Band is heading to the area marching contest.
Speech & Debate
The WHS Speech & Debate Team traveled to
Douglas MacArthur High School on Saturday,
October 20, competing in various events and
bringing home six winners.
Alexa Thompson placed 2nd and Evie Jennings
placed 3rd in Informative Interpretation, a
competition requiring students to author and
deliver a ten-minute speech on a topic of their
choosing. The goal is to educate, not advocate, as
they deliver the speech from memory. WHS twoperson teams composed of Dani Perez and
Daniel Morgan; and Jasmine Cante and Maya
Lewis; each tied for 5th place in CX Debate, a two-on-two debate that focuses on a policy question for the
duration of the academic year. This format tests a student’s research, analytical and delivery skills. Policy
debate involves the proposal of a plan by the affirmative team to enact a policy, while the negative team
offers reasons to reject that proposal. Throughout the debate, students have the opportunity to crossexamine one another.
Sophia Fox and Elysia Becken placed 6th in Duo Interpretation. This event consists of two competitors
who team up to deliver a ten-minute performance of a published play or story. Using off-stage focus,
competitors convey emotion and environment through a variety of performance techniques including
relationships and interactions between the characters. They use no props or costumes. Evie Jennings placed
4th in Poetry Interpretation. In this event, students use a selection or selections of literature to provide an
oral interpretation of poetry characterized by writing that conveys ideas, experiences and emotions through
language and expression.
“These students have been working hard, some of them throughout their high school years, and their
commitment certainly paid off in the competition. We are looking forward to the next step and more stories
of success,” said Kyla Brookshier-DeLeon, WHS Speech & Debate Coach.

The team will compete at James Bowie High School Nov. 2-3.
Band
It’s on to area competition for the WHS Texan Band after garnering a superior rating from all three judges at
Giddings High School. The Area Marching Contest is Saturday, Oct. 27, at the Pflugerville Independent School
District field. The Texan Band will compete
against 25-30 other bands hoping to land
one of the top five spots and advance to the
State UIL Marching Contest.
Robotics
State competition is already on the calendar
for the WHS Robotics Team, “Sofishticated
Science,” after they won 2nd place overall in
the small school contest in the UIL Best
Robotics Competition. These students
tackled the task of creating a robot to
balance on a suspended 2x4 that could reach out and pick up trash, and also researched and understood the
problem of pollution in the oceans today. They created a 35-page engineering design notebook, exhibit and
marketing presentation doing well enough in each category to beat many of the larger schools.
“This is only the second year for Wimberley High School to have a robotics team, so it's pretty exciting that we
are advancing. These students put in a huge effort to show up after long days of school and extracurricular
activities to get all the pieces together before the match. It was great to see the different personalities come
together as a team and get it done,” said Sarah Schmidt, WHS Engineering Teacher, STEM Club Sponsor and
Robotics Coach.
They will be competing at the State competition in Frisco in late November.
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Captions:
Speech & Debate:

Top Row (Left to Right) - Evie Jennings, Maya Lewis, Daniel Morgan, Elysia Becken, Mason Bush
Bottom Row (Left to Right) - Jasmine Cante, Dani Lopez-Perez, Alexa Thompson, Sophia Fox

WHS Robotics team:
Front Row (Left to Right): Ryan Rodriquez, Julissa Hernandez, Noelle Armstrong, Carter Bullock, Anna Olmedo,
Christian Alvarado, Taylor Garrett
Second Row (Left to Right): Rachel Kimbell-Jack, Arianna Antoniewicz, Shaye Shannon-Means, Henry Price,
Hunter Jones
Back Row (Left to Right): Charley Caton, Morgan Lockwood, Joshua Fraprie, Thom Nacarrato, Cade Royal
Not shown: Scout Hendrix, Greyson Staples, Gabrielle Bowell, Reece Modisette, Jillian Merritt, and Landry Harris
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About Wimberley Independent School District
Nestled in the majestic community of Wimberley, Texas, the Wimberley Independent School District offers the best of
both worlds to local families—a small town environment with schools committed to innovation and excellence. WISD
campuses include Scudder Primary School for students in PreK-1st grade, Jacobs Well Elementary for students in 2nd-5th
grade, Danforth Junior High for students in 6th-8th grade and Wimberley High School, home of the Texans and students
in 9th-12th grade. For more information, visit wimberleyisd.net.
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