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40 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR HONORED AT CEREMONY
Our school district has
many teachers that have
significantly impacted the
lives of their students.
On February 10th,
teachers from each of our
40 schools were honored
at a luncheon at Saint
Peter’s University. In
addition to a beautiful
glass plaque, teachers
also received gift
certificates to various
Teacher of the Year, Joel Naatus, is congratulated by (from left) Councilwoman-At-Large Joyce Watterman, Deputy
downtown Jersey City
Mayor Vivian Brady-Phillips, and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Marcia V. Lyles.
eateries courtesy of Paul
Silverman of SILVERMAN properties, a long-time friend of our district.
Joel Naatus, 7th grade Special Education and Science teacher at Christa McAuliffe PS
28, was named the District’s Teacher of the Year. Mr. Naatus helped form Project
Reservoir, an award-winning service learning program through which students are
transforming an abandoned local reservoir into a firstclass, state-recognized recreation and education center.
IMPORTANT DATES
They have won numerous competitions including 1st
· 3/1, Winter HSPA Institute
place in the Lexus Eco Challenge two years in a row,
Session 5, 8am-12:30pm
the North-East Ecybermission Competition, 2nd place
· 3/1, AEP/Infinity Entrance
nationally in the Siemens-We Can Change the World
Exam, MS 7, 7:45am
Competition, and were the State winners in the Disney
· 3/3, Read Across America
Planet Eco Challenge that sent 30 students to Disney
Day observed
World.
· 3/3, ACCESS for ELLs,
through 4/11
· 3/4, HSPA, through 3/6
· 3/4, Special Education Parent
Advisory Council meeting,
Central Office, 6pm

We congratulate Mr. Naatus and all of our outstanding
teachers!
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PS 37 STUDENTS CONNECT WITH TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN
Fourth graders at Rafael
de J. Cordero PS 37 got a
great surprise when their
friendly letters to U.S.
soldiers in Afghanistan
were answered. Students
wrote letters as part of a
language arts lesson.
Task Force 81 responded
to their letters and sent
pictures as well, helping
students connect writing
to the real world.

INFINITY HOLDS A “WINTER NIGHT IN PARIS” SEMI-FORMAL
Infinity Institute's French
Club hosted a semiformal dance for grades
8-12 on Saturday,
January 11. The theme of
the event was a “Winter
Night in Paris.” The
event included a 17-foot
Eiffel Tower, hors
d'oeuvre tables, dinner,
and dessert complete with
chocolate fountains, and a
photo area that provided
students with a photo
keychain memento. The event was a huge success, and the French Club intends to make
it their annual event at Infinity Institute.
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PS 28 WINS FITNESS OLYMPICS CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Project A-TEAM middle school athletic league Fitness Olympics Citywide
Championships were recently held on Monday, January 27, at MS 7. Over two hundred
(200) students competed in front of more than four hundred (400) spectators. Student
athletes competed in events such as Push-Ups, Sit-Ups, Shuttle Run, Speed Jump Rope,
and Endurance Walk. Christa McAuliffe PS 28 walked away with the First Place trophy
and the title of the Most Fit School. Infinity placed Second, and Academy I came in
Third. However, no one walks away a loser. Everyone who competed throughout the
season learned the importance of exercise and staying active.

LIBERTY HS JUNIOR NAMED EAGLE SCOUT
On January 12, Maitrey
U. Patel, a 2013 graduate
from Dickinson High
School, Alexander
Kaufman, a 2013
graduate from Liberty
High School, and
Matthew D. Dietz, a
junior at Infinity Institute,
became Eagle Scouts.
Maitrey (photo left)
earned 21 Merit Badges,
Alexander (photo center)
earned 31 Merit Badges,
and Matthew (photo right) earned 32 Merit Badges as part of the requirement to become
an Eagle Scout in The Boy Scouts of America program. The boys were installed at The
Eagle Court of Honor held at St. Nicholas Church, Jersey City.
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PS 11 STUDENT WINS STATEWIDE POSTER CONTEST
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. PS 11 is pleased to announce
that fifth grader Angelie Chitre (photo right) was the 1st
place winner for the State in the St. Barnabas Burn
Foundation Poster Contest. Fourteen counties participated
in the contest. Angelie will receive a $100 gift card and,
as overall winner, her design will be reproduced into
professional posters and distributed to schools and fire
departments throughout the State. She and four members
of her family will also attend an awards presentation at the
Prudential Center in Newark. While there, they will be
special guests of the Burn Foundation and the NJ Devils. They will enjoy watching the
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus from a private party suite.

PS 41 STUDENTS HELP BEAUTIFY LIBERTY STATE PARK
Last November,
volunteer students and
staff from Fred W.
Martin Center for the
Arts PS 41 joined hands
with the “Passaic Valley
Sewerage Commissions’
River Restoration
Program” to help clean
up Liberty State Park. On
a daily basis, the park is
littered with
miscellaneous trash from
plastic bottles to car tires.
After learning about the outrageous amounts of trash that end up in our water system and
how it affects our lives and environment, the students were asked to volunteer three hours
of their time to help clean up the shore lines of Liberty State Park. Forty-eight students
worked in pairs walking along the shoreline with two separate trash bags, one for
recycling and one for garbage only. The event was a huge success, and students were
able to leave that day feeling as though they made a huge impact on the cleanliness of our
waterway and park systems.
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EATING RIGHT, SMILING BRIGHT WITH HORIZON NJ
HEALTH AT PS 6
First and second graders
at Jotham W. Wakeman
PS 6 sunk their teeth into
dental health when
Horizon NJ Health
presented their
educational program and
on-site dental screenings
on February 7. Secondgrade students also
participated in a poster
Dr. Fred DiOrio, Dental Doctor from Horizon, performs a free oral exam on a PS 6 student.
contest with the theme,
“Eat Right-Smile
Bright.” The program is designed to raise awareness about dental health for children and
kicks off National Children’s Dental Health Month.

“Our team of health educators are here today to teach children the importance of good
dental hygiene habits such as brushing, flossing, regular dental visits, and proper
nutrition,” said Dental Director Dr. Fred DiOrio of Horizon NJ Health. “However, not
only are many children not able to see a dentist regularly, the kinds of oral problems our
dental providers are seeing are growing increasingly severe because they're not being
treated early. It’s our intention and hope that our on-site dental screenings and classroom
education program will help engage students and their parents/guardians to take a more
active role in their dental care.”
For more info: www.horizonNJhealth.com

Congratulations to Dr. Charles P. DeFuccio School on achieving the best attendance for
January! PS 39 earned a 94.8% attendance rate for the first month of the new year.

Do you have news you’d like to share with our district? If so, please email items for
consideration to: communications@jcboe.org.
“LIBERTY LINES” IS AN IN-HOUSE PRODUCTION OF THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.	
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