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Mass Schedule
SATURDAY:
8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY:
8:00 am, 9:30 am,
11:30 am, & 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS:
8:00 am
HOLY DAYS:
7:00 pm (Vigil), 8:00 am, 7:00 pm

Reconciliation
Saturdays 4:00-5:00 pm

Adoration
First Wednesday of Month 7 pm

Baptism
Thank you for baptizing your child,
we have a program of preparation.
Please contact the church office.

Weddings
Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in
the Sacrament of Matrimony.
6-months of preparation is required
by the Catholic Church. Please call
the office to schedule.

Novena
Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass

Rosary
Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass

Pictures of
St. John the
Baptist Church in
Fr. Gerard’s
hometown of
Tralee, Co Kerry,
Ireland. This is the
church where Fr.
Gerard was
baptized, received
his First Holy
Communion, was
Confirmed and
celebrated his First
Mass as a priest.

Greetings my good friends,
Recently, a very successful Canadian actor was found dead in his
apartment due to an overdose of drugs. This young man had a
very promising career in the movie business. He was engaged to
a beautiful woman, and from the outside, he looked so content
and happy. Of course, from his interior self it was not so. His life
was very unstable, and deep down, he was very unhappy. In
today’s society, this is very common. When we see many successful people we seem to think they ''have it all,'' but it is not so.
Why are so many people today unhappy with life? We have the
ability to possess so much and enjoy so many opportunities with
just the click of a button. Time and time again, we hear of
people taking their lives for all sorts of reasons, we see other
individuals doing dreadful, evil acts against innocents, with the
numerous shootings common throughout the USA.
Why are people so unhappy? One reason might be what the
scriptures are challenging us to reflect upon this weekend! All
the readings this Sunday give us plenty to dwell upon and
embrace so that we can achieve true happiness in the Lord.
Both the first reading, Psalm, and Gospel speak about the fact
that only God knows when we will be taken home to heaven.
Amassing wealth, packing our homes, garages, and storage units
with all our possessions is, in the long run, just a waste of time.
Possessions never gives us that happiness we all strive for.
Actually, they give us more stress and more worries. Maybe God
this weekend, is opening our hearts to the beauty of life. Having
everything or seeking everything, particularly material
possessions and wealth, might give us certain securities and
independence, but if our lives are not balanced, then we will
surely never be content. Always looking out for the ''something
more'' in our life does not make us happy. We can see that
every year with the introduction of a new iPhone, people line up
for hours outside a store to get it. What happens with the old
ones? Many are left in closets or even thrashed and seen as
worthless.
Does God see you as worthless? In your sadness, in your
unhappiness, in your addictions, in your loneliness, in your
struggles, in your losses, God wants you to realize that He loves
you. He wants you to succeed. He wants you to know that your
faith in Him should be your first priority, that all your gifts were
given by Him to you to use wisely.

purpose in life is to amass wealth, prestige, status, independence,
and superiority? Why is it that we are so blind? The goals we
pursue often lead to unhappiness, and blind us in our quest for
total happiness. Are we so naïve? In our minds we know that
God should be our priority in life but, with so much competition
for goods and status in society, God’s ways are forgotten! We
convince ourselves we are living them, but we are not.
Pope Francis realizes that many of our bishops, who are the
shepherds of the great flock of God, lack warmth, and sadly are
caught up in themselves, like so many of us in society today. Like
us, they try to appear happy, but sadly are not, and lead lives
lacking in compassion with little or no interest in the people they
lead. Is your heart warm for others who are different than you?
The second reading from St. Paul to the Colossians sets down
the need for all us to focus on Jesus Christ first!
''If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of
what is on earth.'' (Colossians 3:1-2)
This is a great quotation because many of us think of what is on
earth and forget about focusing on what is above, which is the
Christ. When we put all our energy into what is on earth, we
realize that our journey here is really just a ''click of the finger''
in the eyes of God. But still, that click is the click of creation, a
powerful gift from God to us in total love. He never abandons
us, though we abandon Him. St. Paul is telling us to ''put to
death'' all those evil desires which lead us astray, particularly
greed. Greed never gives us total happiness. Greed divides us
and leads us into sinful ways. Are you a greedy person?
Sometimes we all fall into this trap, a trap which leads to doom.
If our first focus should be the God of Jesus Christ, then all
peoples should be seen as our brothers and sisters, since all
were touched by the creative force of a God of love. Maybe that
is why Pope Francis made that courageous, warm statement to
the media about gay men entering the clergy. “If someone is
gay and he searches for the Lord and has good will, who am I to
judge?” The last line of St. Paul today, explains what life is all
about. Take note! ''Christ is all and in all." (Colossians 3:11)

I hope you all are enjoying the summer days, maybe you are on
vacation, enjoy every moment! Many poor people never get an
opportunity of a summer vacation. I was walking the dogs last
week passed by a homeless man wrapped up in his ''dirty''
We often forget the God who created us when things are going
swaddling clothes. I remember his un-cleaned face, his beard,
well, or when we feel totally independent of others. When you
and his few possessions in a supermarket trolley. His only
look down on those who have nothing, when you despise them,
companion on the streets was his dog. I greeted him, and
when you laugh at them, when you judge them, God sees all this
offered to buy him some food for his dog, which he appreciated.
and wants you to change. He wants you to transform your- self
I was reflecting on my way: ''What is it like to be homeless for
into a new being of love and to accept everyone with dignity.
him?'' Life is passing by so fast with people rushing to work with
Recently, Pope Francis spoke to the Latin American bishops on
all their worries and burdens, and this man is asleep on the side
the exodus of Catholics from our church, not just in Latin
of the street. This is the great divide of humanity in the here
America, but throughout the entire world. His talk to them was
and now, a wake up call to all of us to see those who have
very challenging. I was struck by one statement of his: ''I would
nothing, while we have plenty. Think again when you go to a
like all of us to ask ourselves , ARE WE STILL A CHURCH CAPABLE buffet and eat everything on your plate. Stop stockpiling food
OF WARMING HEARTS?"
when you have no ability to eat it. Think about the homeless
and all those in need. (continued on next page)
Have we the capability of warming hearts, when often our sole

These are our brothers and sisters as well. Stop complaining,
strive for the good in yourself and in others, live it and be it.
Amen.
For those of you who want to truly pray from the heart, I
recommend a little book which is so inspiring and will help you
in your spiritual life, ''WITH OPEN HANDS'' by Henri Nouwen.
It’s small, compact, and a challenging read.
Welcome to any visitors here this weekend.
We hope you are having a good time, and
many blessings upon you from this
community of faith.
Love,
Fr. Gerard

Welcome to Our Parish
Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire to
be a part of a Catholic community and a commitment to the
life of the parish family. Being a registered parishioner
makes things easier when it is time for infant baptism,
school registration, weddings, funerals, affidavits and when
asked to be a baptism or confirmation sponsor. We can only
do this if you are a registered, active and contributing
member in the parish. Please call, visit the office or go
online to our website to register.

Upcoming Events - Save the dates!
August 7 - Adoration, 7 PM in the Church
August 11 - Coffee Hour after 9:30 Mass, hosted by the
Filipino-American and Our Lady of Guadalupe Ministries
August 11 - OLR Parish Picnic @ Stearns Park, 12-3:00 PM
August 12 - Filipino-American Meeting, 6:45 PM Cafeteria
August 15 - Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Holy Day of Obligation
August 21 - First Day of School at OLR
Sept. 9 - Filipino-American Meeting, 6:45 PM Cafeteria
October 26 - Holiday Affaire Arts and Crafts

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 15 is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a holy day of obligation. Mass will
be celebrated August 14 7:00 PM Vigil and August 15
August 15 at 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

Adoration
Come spend some time with Jesus in Adoration on
Wednesday, August 7 at 7:00 PM in the church.
Young Adults - Join the parish community for prayer! After
young adults will gather for dessert and fellowship.
In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable about
the rich man who selfishly stored all his
grain and goods only to die and not enjoy
his abundance anyway. What we struggle
all our lives to learn is that life does not
consist of possessions nor our perceived security, but of
being possessed by God. This week, as you give your gift to
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you are realizing that in
giving you indeed receive.

Enrolling Your Child in Kindergarten?
If you are looking for a full-day kindergarten
program, OLR is just the place! We offer a
comprehensive education, which includes:
Religion, Language Arts, STEM (Project Lead
the Ways STEM program), Social Studies,
Physical Education, Music, Spanish, and Library. OLR
teaches kindness and compassion for others through the
PeaceBuilder program. Before and after school care is
offered from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM. The OLR community
embraces each child/family and is a place where life-long
friendships are created. To schedule a tour or submit an
interest inquiry, please go to www.olrs.org. The school
office is open M-F from 9:00 AM-2:00 PM. Please contact
Mrs. Brunetto at (562)597-0819.

Religious Education Registration
Registration for Religious Education is open. Class are
offered for Early Childhood (Ages 3, 4, & 5), Elementary
(Grades 1-5), Jr. High (Grades 6-8) and High School
(Confirmation). Please call (562) 597-3102 for details about
our programs and Sacrament preparation.

Parish Picnic
The Annual OLR Parish Picnic is just around the corner! Join
us on Sunday, August 11 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at
Stearns Park. Families A-M please bring a salad to share,
families N-Z please bring a dessert to share.
Those interested in volunteering please
email Penny at pennyflint53@gmail.com

Check out the OLR Website: www.ourladyofrefuge.org

Filipino-American Ministry
In the Philippines, we use the word “Balikatan,” which
means “shoulder to shoulder” to communicate the idea of
cooperation in order to meet common goals. We are
committed to sharing the gifts of the Filipino-American
community with our parish family, promoting the rich
Filipino heritage through celebration of treasured Filipino
religious/cultural traditions and providing service to those
in need. The Filipino-American Ministry is not just for
Filipinos, it’s open to everyone! Please come and join us!
Upcoming Meetings: August 12, September 9, and
September 30 at 6:45 PM in the Cafeteria. For more
information please contact amtroin@gmail.com

Estate Planning
“Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer or his
kindness.” -Psalm 66:20 Give thanks to God for the blessings
he has bestowed upon you! Please consider including Our
Lady of Refuge Parish and School in your estate plan.
Our correct legal title is: The Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Los Angeles, A Corporation Sole for the sole benefit of: (Our
Lady of Refuge Parish and/or School)
For further information, please contact Kimberly Jetton at
(213) 637-7512. www.ADLALegacy.org

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday, August 4
8:00 am Fr. Edward Broom (INT)
9:30 am OLR Parishioners
11:30 am Emer Cabrera (RIP)
5:30 pm Fr. Paul Nguyen, OMV (INT)
Monday, August 5 - Dedication of the

Those in our parish who are
sick and cannot be here with
us today and their relatives.

Katie Campion, Polyana
Carneiro, Raymundo
Gomes Carneiro, Charlyn
DeCoudres, Robert
Basilica of St. Mary Major
DeCoudres, Andrea
8:00 am Enrique & Francisca
Diego, Virginia Ellis,
Hernandez (RIP)
Deacon Roger Faubert,
Tuesday, August 6 - Transfiguration of
Susan Frost, Marie Fox,
the Lord
Henry Miles Grayson,
8:00 am Sergio Andaya (RIP)
Diane Halal, John King,
Wednesday, August 7 - St. Sixtus II
Larry Larocco, Vanessa
& St. Cajetan
Ledoux, Edna Lia,
8:00 am Julia Chavez (INT)
Veroníca Lomeli, Brenda
Thursday, August 8 - St.Dominic
Meicht, Lupe Montalvo,
8:00 am Maribel Frank Nickeletti (INT) Diana Mortensen, Dick
Deacon Roger (INT)
Nuttall, Ruth Nuttall, Daisy
Raphael Hkontel (INT)
Ordoveza, Juliana Quickel,
Friday, August 9 - St. Teresa Benedicta
John Russell, Cathryn
of the Cross
Smyth, Marco Solano,
8:00 am Eric Rodriguez (RIP)
L. Tanguay, Scott & Lauren
Thanksgiving & Praise (INT)
Williamson
Saturday, August 10 - St. Lawrence Martyr Mass Intentions may be
8:00 am John Russell (INT)
requested by calling the
5:30 pm Frederico Gianelli, SJ (INT)
church at (562)498-6641.

Priest Schedule
August 4

August 11

August 18

5:30 pm Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 am

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Fr. Scott

9:30 am

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

11:30 am

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

5:30 pm

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for July 2019
Families, Schools of Human Growth
That families, through their life of prayer and
love, become ever more clearly "schools of
true human growth."

Join fellow young adults as we grow in faith and community!
We would love to see you at an our next gathering!
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com
Please submit all bulletin announcements by
4:00 PM on Mondays to olrbulletin@gmail.com

eGiving with Faith Direct
Many of you are aware and take advantage of the
convenience of electronic giving to our parish and we are
grateful for that. We believe it is time to upgrade to a more
streamlined online provider for our eGiving needs through
Faith Direct. For those of you who have yet to join us in giving
online, I strongly encourage you to do so. Here’s why: Faith
Direct enables parishioners to make your Church contributions
through either direct debit from your checking/savings
account or through your credit/debit card. No more writing
checks or searching for envelopes on the way out the door.
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit to your
parish offerings in much the same way as you may now use it
to make your mortgage, car or tuition payments. Faith Direct
also offers you personalized offertory cards to replace your
envelopes for the collection basket. Please join me in
enrolling by responding to the mailing you will receive or visit
faith.direct/CA966 to enroll securely.
Our parish continues kicking off this new eGiving program
called Faith Direct for Our Lady of Refuge. As your shepherd,
I encourage you to please consider signing up and help us
make our parish financially strong again. In peace, Fr Gerard

