Ranch Elementary School
43521 N. Kenworthy Ave. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
Ph: 480-882-3530 Fax: 480-655-6412
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:15
JANUARY
8 - School Resumes
8 - Math Master 3:15pm
9 - Preschool Screening by appt
appointment only
9 - Lunch on the Lawn
9 - School Spelling Bee
10 - Classroom Photos
10 - Student Council Meeting 3:15
11 - Lunch on the Lawn
11 - Awards Assembly Kinder 8:20 in
classroom/8:45 1st & 2nd/9:25 3rd
& 4th/10:05 5th & 6th
11- Report Cards go home
15 - Math Masters 3:15pm
16 - 100th Day of School
16 - Lunch on the Lawn
17 - Papa Johns Pizza Night
17 - Battle of the Books study session
3:15pm
18 - Lunch on the Lawn
18 - Books for BINGO night 6:00pm
21 - NO SCHOOL Civil Rights Day
22 - Math Masters 3:15pm
23 - Ranch College Days (wear your
favorite college team shirt)
23 - Lunch on the Lawn
23 - 6th grade students to visit CMS
23 - CMS Open house 6:00pm
24 - Lunch on Lawn
24 - Battle of the Books Battle II 9:00am
25 - Lunch on the Lawn
25 - Ranch Career Fair 1:15pm
29 - Math Masters 3:15pm
30 - Lunch on the Lawn
30 - Academic Parent Teacher Team
Meeting (Grds 3 - 6)
31 - Academic Parent Teacher Team
Meeting (EYC & Kinderprep) &
Kinder - 2nd grade

January 2019

Mya Palmer

Mya has really stepped forward this school year and is excelling in just about every
subject. In addition to getting extraordinary grades, she maintains an impeccable
work ethic and demonstrates leadership skills every single day. Mya's also not
afraid to step outside her comfort zone in order to get things accomplished. She
sets a great example for the other students. She is an active participant in student council and other various clubs. She receives accolades from the staff on a
consistent basis, but remains grounded and motivated to succeed.

Respect

Steve Frank

RANCH STAFF JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
14 - Diana Tabor - 5th Grd Teacher
18 - Susan Winkler
20 - Lois Camper
28 - Barb Calvert - Food Manager
30 - Gretchen Scheurich - POPS Speech

Kinder Prep
In January, we will be learning about the
Earth, Sky and Space. We will be answering
questions like: What is a jungle? “What happens when day changes to night? What happens when weather changes? What changes
in each season? How can we take care of our Earth? Our
letters of the month are Oo, Pp, and Qq. Our numbers
are 11 and 12. Our colors are black and white. Our shape
is an oval. Our concepts are long and short. Our rhyming
families are –eep and –ock. We will be beginning to use
the letters and sounds that we have learned to sound out
words. Our author of the month is Laura Numeroff.

Functional Life Skills
RUN RUN AS FAST AS YOU CAN…!!! In January we learn all about the Gingerbread Boy. We practice using different shapes for his buttons and different colors for his eyes. The Gingerbread Boy teaches
us about helping each other and finding new friends.
Plus, our room smells really good when we make our Gingerbread Houses. It’s always fun in January.

Kindergarten
Happy New Year! We hope that everyone had a wonderful break. Thank you to all of you who were able to donate supplies and volunteer during our holiday activities. We could not do it without your help! We will continue working on Unit 3 of Fundations. Please look in
your child’s Fundations packet for more information. In
Math Expressions, we will continue counting, working on
the +1 and -1 operation, math facts, and creating math
stories. Please mark your calendars for January 31st,
our next Academic Parent Teacher Team meeting. We
hope that you can make it! Thank you for all you do at
home to help your student be successful.

Third Grade
In January, 3rd grade will be reading Frog Princess and
City Homes, while focusing on how illustrations help us
understand the text and determining the main idea and
explain how it is conveyed through key details in a text.
Our Writing focus will be helping the students organize
their writing and provide illustrations to help the reader
better understand their topic and to further develop
their story. In Fundations the students will be continuing
to learn about the schwa sound (short a) and begin gaining a stronger grasp of the uses of ‘y’ as a vowel sound in
Unit 6. Math, we will be continuing to explore time and
graphing! Our focus in Science will be focusing on exploring weather tracking data through graphs. In Social
Studies we are finishing the Southeast region and getting ready to move on the Midwest.
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EYC
The EYC preschool classrooms will be learning
all about our jungle to desert/ amazing animals in January. We will be focusing on the
color white and black and the shape of an oval.
Our concepts are hot/ cold and wet/dry and
our letter/sounds will be K and G. Help
us reinforce our theme and vocabulary
at home by reading books about our
theme. It will be a roaring month!

First Grade
This month, first grade is focusing on blending
and reading words with new glued sounds. We
have reviewed/learned 36 trick words so far
and we are continuing on working toward our
goal of 93 words by the end of the year. It is
important for students to review these words
at home as knowing these words by sight will
help them become fluent readers. It is just as
important for them to be reading 20 minutes a
night at home to increase reading fluency. In
math we will be working on solving teen addition problems with unknown partners.

Second Grade
In Math, 2nd graders are learning how to count
and spend money. For real life application, help
them count on by 25s, 10s, 5s, and 1s (quarters,
dimes, nickels, and pennies). In ELA they are
reading an award winning story called, “On Maple Street,” and discovering how land and lives
change over centuries of time. They are focusing in on finding details in text and deciphering
illustrations. To help support their reading
skills, remind them to “visually imagine” the stories they are reading and have them retell you
what they remember. In Social Studies, the
students are drawing and labeling a variety of
maps, including the Earth, and using the cardinal directions of north, south, east, and west to
find locations. In Fundations, 2nd grade is learning about open syllables, and how to mark and
read them in conjunction with closed syllables.
Finally, in Science, the students are learning
about human body parts (brain, heart, lungs,
stomach, muscles, and skeleton) and their basic
functions. 2nd graders are super stars!
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Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade
January is here and we hope everyone had a
great winter break. Fourth graders are ready
for another month of fun and learning! In math
we are finishing up our unit on Equations and
Word Problems. We will soon be diving into the
fabulous world of fractions. We will be reading
about “Interactions in Nature and Culture” during our ELA time. We will continue to explore
science standards using Mystery Science activities and experiments. During our writing time we
will be writing tall tales and an opinion essay
about Native American Cultures. Please encourage your child to complete their homework every
night and to work towards their AR goals.

Sixth Grade
Wait a minute, it cannot be the end of 2018, we
just started school like two weeks ago, didn't we?
Seems like that, but student are well on their way
to learning more about digital convergence within
their classroom arrangements in learning by using
many different multimedia presentation programs
online. In Social Studies students have been creating Glogster boards and sharing them in their classes. ELA & Science, students have been working
with Powtoons, Google Slides, Docs, Sheets and
Forms to creatively add to their tech bag of
knowledge! Quarter 3 will be filled with Science
experiments for the Sci Tech Fair and starting
our Country Reports for Multi-generational Night
in May! Have a wonderful Winter Break and we will
see you in 2019 ready and prepared to finish 6th
grade with grandeur.

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful winter break! This quarter we will continue to
focus on our JA BizTown curriculum in preparation
for our field trip on February 1st. Parent chaperones will need to arrive at JA BizTown by 7:45 am.
Thank you in advance for volunteering to chaperone our field trip! Our second Academic Parent
Teacher Team night will be held on January 30th.
We will look at your child's individual data and establish goals for the second semester. More information will be coming home soon, so
please be on the lookout! We look forward to a great third quarter!

Physical Education
We are having a lot of fun in PE. All of the students just finished playing scooter hockey and
they had a great time. The kindergarten-4th
graders are currently playing with the scoops and
balls. The kids have been practicing their throwing and catching skills with a partner as well as
working on individual skills and tricks. The 5th
and 6th graders are now learning how to play badminton. We have been practicing how to properly
serve underhand, as well as learning the forehand,
backhand, and overhead shot.

Title I Reading
January is a month of new beginnings and in Title 1 Reading we are
beginning to use new strategies to help improve fluency and comprehension in fourth through sixth grades. Students are applying
their knowledge of how writers use imagery to create a picture in
the reader’s mind while learning about the twelve different types
of rainbows. We will also continue to use context clues and word
parts to figure out the meanings of unknown words. 1st – 3rd
grade students will begin using some new strategies to help them
figure out unknown words they come to while reading. Our Kindergarteners will continue using and learning new skills and strategies from Fundations. Reading is at the heart of all learning and
is the path to success! So please, read with your students every
night!

Technology
After the Christmas break, students will be exploring game design and 3D computer modeling. 3rd
-6th grades will start using a game
engine called Stencyl. Stencyl uses
a highly intuitive block-snapping
interface inspired by the popular
MIT Scratch project, which has
proven to be an effective teaching
model for children. We will design
our own Mario-style platforming
game. Once this unit is complete,
we will delve into Sketchup. Students will manipulate geometric
shapes in the 3D space to construct various objects. K-2 will get
a head start on Sketchup starting
in January.
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The 4th annual Ranch Elementary Career Fair will be held
on Friday, January 25th in the school gym from 1-3pm. If you
would be willing to have students interview you about your career
or hobby please contact Laurie McRae, school social worker at 480
882-3530 Ext 1633 or lmcrae@jocombs.org. Our guests will be
seated around a U shaped table and students will walk around and interview each guest about your
job, the criteria for the job, the importance of education and specifically how the math, reading,
and writing they are learning in elementary school will help them be prepared for future careers.
Please consider joining us.

The following students were recognized as being great students of character with a focus
on Caring. They were invited to eat lunch on the stage with a friend on December 20th.
Congratulations! December Students of the Month:
Aaron Aguilar
Alex Harvey
Carley Palmer
Carlos Vaca
Case Cauthen
Casey Dahlman
Emma Tafoya
Evan Henderson

Jaxton McMeen
Kael Todd.
Lucielo Sandoval
Makenzie Simmons
Nauvoo Sietz
Tyler Jensen
Zoey Pablo

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF
THE CLASSROOM SPELLING BEE
3rd GRADE

4th GRADE

5th GRADE

6th GRADE

1st Place

Aiden Flores
Hunter Swencki

1st Place

Kaylee Hurley
Valelia Sauafea

1st Place

Branson Moak
Kali Bearup

Vincent Vasquez
Vyvyen Chieu

2nd Place

Abigail Kivin
Garrett O’Brien

2nd Place

Kylie Quan
Riley Smith

Cole Jensen
Kane Odell

2nd Place

Kate Thornes
Nathan Laniewski

Runner Up

Runner Up

Runner Up

Runner Up

Amery Calles
Huriel Larios

Aubrey Bowers
Maxwell Sieg

Reed Massera
Van Merkley

1st Place

2nd Place

Ada Sam
Blake Judy

Our School Spelling Bee is January 9th at 8:45am
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Christine Pirtle
I would like to nominate Christine Pirtle as an employee of the
month. She carries the large student caseload for K-1 and 3, as
well as supervising and writing paperwork and documentation for
grade 2. She provides direct service service to students with IEPs
and also for bonus students. She supervises the paras assigned to
her grade levels. Then, she individually serves students with additional academic and behavioral needs. She holds meetings, and she
attends meetings others have called. She offers great advice and
wisdom from her years of experience and always with a smile. She
finds time to touch base with students and give high fives or other
positive reinforcement. She is a calm and gentle presence in what
can be challenging situations. And I understand from at least one
student, she is a great UNO player!
Laurie McRae

Dana Jewell
I would like to nominate Dana Jewell. Dana demonstrates the
character of responsibility. A preschool room is not an easy room
to clean, however Dana maneuvers her vacuum and broom and
does a thorough excellent job taking care of our rooms. Thank
you Dana for all that you do!
Lori Bevacqua
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Honor Awards Ceremony
We will celebrate our students accomplishments on
Friday, January 11th
8:20 - 8:40 Kindergarten in classroom
8:45 Grades 1 & 2
9:25 Grades 3 & 4
10:15 Grades 5 & 6
Scholar of Distinction, Principal’s Honor Roll, Honor Roll,
Racing Roadrunner, Outstanding Citizenship, Perfect Attendance
and Accelerated Reader

Academic Parent Teacher Team Meetings
Please join the Ranch team as we work together to discuss grade level
academics and more importantly YOUR child’s progress.
Wednesday, January 30th - Grades 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th
Thursday, January 31st - EYC & Kinderprep
Thursday, January 31st - Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd grade

Just for attending your name will be entered into a drawing for a
Gift Certificate!

HELP US BRING CHILDSPLAY THEATRE TO RANCH
ELEMENTARY
THROUGH YOUR 2018 TAX CREDIT
Childsplay is a nationally and internationally respected professional theatre company that performs for children in Arizona. We would like to integrate drama and writing skills with an emphasis on putting the language into action, body positions and facial expressions. Research shows
that children retain more of what they learn when they are actually physically involved in learning.
How can I make a tax credit donation?
Take advantage of Arizona Tax Credit. Ranch front office has tax credit forms or you can go to
our website at www.jocombs.org to print the tax credit form. When filling out the form please be
sure to check the box for Ranch Elementary for any amount up to $400 (joint filing) or $200
(single filing) that will be used for extra curricular activities and you can reduce your Arizona
taxes.
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NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT
Mark your calendars for all the great events
coming up in 2019!
January 14th: 9: 1 5a Combs High School Incoming 9th graders and new student
school tour and presentation, 6p-8p Parent Open House
January 29th: 4p-7p Combs Performing Arts Center Ribbon Cutting and Open
House
January 22nd & 23rd: 9a-11a Combs Middle School Incoming 7th graders and new
student school tour and presentation
January 23rd: 6p-8p Combs Middle School Parent Open House
February 5th: 6p-7p Kindergarten Round-Up Ellsworth, Harmon, Ranch,
and Simonton Elementary schools
February 8th: 6p-7p Kindergarten Round-Up Combs Traditional Academy

Continuous Notice of Nondiscrimination
The J.O. Combs Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts
and other designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the Title IX Coordinator or the Section 504/ADA Title II Coordinator at 301 E. Combs Rd., San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or (480) 987-5300.
El Distrito Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs no discrimina basada por la raza, el color, el origen nacional, el sexo, la discapacidad o la edad de una persona en sus programas o actividades y proporciona
igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos juveniles designados. Las consultas pueden dirigirse al
coordinador del Título IX o al coordinador del Título II de la Sección 504 / ADA en 301 E. Combs Rd.,
San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 o (480) 987-5300.

