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Principal’s Message
Mrs. Gallegos
Spring is a time of warmth, growth, and state testing!
Students in grades 3-5 will participate in the California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) between April 30 and May 11.
The test is computer-based and will test the students in language arts, math,
and for 5th grade only, science. The CAASPP tests can be used to monitor
student progress and ensure that all students leave high school ready for
college and career. Our students are getting ready by taking practice tests
and reading to understand what the question asks them to do. To learn
about the types of questions or to practice with your child, you can view the
practice test online at the California Department of Education website at
www.cde.ca.gov. Once on the site, type Smarter Balance Practice Test in the
search bar and you will be linked to sample questions.
During testing, all students should arrive to school on time and stay for the
whole day. Thank you in advance for helping your child show what they
know on the test. I am very proud of all of our students and teachers
working to achieve their best! Here’s what you can do at home to help your
child succeed during testing time:
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RESTED & FED

PRESENT & ON TIME

ENCOURAGEMENT

Make sure your child
gets enough sleep and
eats breakfast before
school.

Make sure your child
comes to school every
day and on time.

Read daily with your
child and encourage
him/her to do their
best.

Please join us!

Love La Mirada will
provide Dulles with a
service project on
April 28th. Visit
lovelamirada.org for
more info and to
register to volunteer
today! Our project
will include painting
new benches and
planting droughtresistant plants.
Lunch will be
provided by Chick-filA at Heights Christian
School at 12pm for
participants. For
more info or for
answers to any
question call Ken
Taylor at (562)
665-5533.
Day of Service

April 28, 2018
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Room 40 - Grades 2 & 3
Mrs. Williams
Room 40 is a combination classroom of
second and third grade students. They are
hard-working, fun-loving, and LOVE school!
All of the students in our classroom
understand the importance of their
attendance at school. We have received the
Dolphin Award for attendance many times.
The Dolphin is awarded for perfect
attendance in front of the whole school every
2 weeks at our morning assembly. Our class
lovingly calls the dolphin “Swimmy.” Look
closely at our class picture and you can spot
Swimmy in the back. We have also filled in
our second Perfect Attendance poster. We fill
in a letter on the poster every time we have
perfect attendance for the day. We are
awarded a popsicle party every time we fill up

the poster. This picture of our class was taken
during our popsicle party. You can see the
poster and Swimmy in the picture. Room 40
celebrates our attendance and we LOVE
Dulles!

SLP CORNER
By Charles LaMantia
Hello! I am the Speech-Language Pathologist serving children at Dulles Elementary School. I’m
excited to be here until June, finishing the 2017-2018 school year. I hope all of you had a restful break
and got to spend time with family and friends. Serving the children at Dulles involves working with a
full range of communication needs, including those involving language, articulation, fluency and voice.
The range of responsibilities associated with being the SLP include assessment, intervention, data
collection and analysis, and compliance. Compliance means meeting federal and state mandates as
well as district policies when serving our Special Education students. It also includes Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) development, billing, report writing and treatment planning. The SLP collaborates
with parents and teachers to help students meet their goals. Ultimately the SLP provides services to
support the instructional program at school and working with the general education teachers who are
responsible for curriculum and instruction. As a new staff member, it has been obvious to me that
Dulles has an extraordinary group of parents, teachers, support staff and administrator committed to
the social, emotional, and academic well-being of its students! It’s very nice to be helping out here.
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Room 73 - Grades 3 & 4
Mr. Craddock
For the first time, 100% of students have mastered their multiplication facts, due in no small part to the
work that the students have put in. Many students are past multiplication, division, applied
multiplication, and various tests involving fractions. One of the most important foundations for
mathematics, in and beyond 3rd and 4th grade, is knowing multiplication facts at automaticity.
We have been working with the new language arts program and it is noticeable how the students are
becoming more independent as they access the information from a variety of texts. This year we had
access to FOSS science kits, studying animal adaptations via live crayfish. Needless to say the students
were very engaged and learned very easily.
Students have continued to increase their use of technology in the classroom. Probably the most
enjoyable for them was the learning of coding. Mr. Speth, our technology coach, has been in our
classroom several times this year to assist the students (and the teacher) in the use of technology in the
classroom.
Unfortunately we did not see any whales or dolphins on our whale watching field trip-though we did
see some other wildlife like birds and harbor seals, but it was fun just to get outside and spend a few
hours on the ocean.

April

May

June

25th - Open House

9th - Musical party for
Little Mermaid Cast
members

27th - Jump 4 Heart

11th - Talent Show

28th - Love La Mirada
Service Project

23rd - Spring Concert

4th - 5th Grade
Promotion (11:00am)

25th - Pastries for
Parents & Science Fair

5th - LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL

20th - DJ Glow Party

29th & 30th - Annual
Spelling Bee

1st - Awards Assembly
4th - Kindergarten
Promotion (9:00am)
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Room 72 - Grades 4 & 5
Mr. Morin

The students in room 72 have been enjoying
some really good books lately. We finished
Holes by Louis Sachar, and Because of WinnDixie by Kate DiCamillo. The students were also
happy to watch the movie version of each book,
and wrote essays comparing the books to the
movies. We are currently reading Hatchet by
Gary Paulsen. Each student was issued a copy of
the book; they are captivated by it.
We also enjoyed practicing and performing with
the LA Opera in The Marriage of Figaro. The
students did a great job learning the songs and
stage directions, which culminated in two
spectacular performances.
Our students have also been learning how to
code computer programs during the year.
Lately, we have been able to program tasks for
robots to complete. It’s very engaging and the
students are learning so much.
Earlier in 2018, our 4th graders also got to take a
trip to the San Juan Capistrano Mission. They
were able to get a new perspective on all of the
California history that they have been learning
this year. The gift shop was especially a hit - they
did realize though, that it wasn’t there back when
the mission was in operation.

Room 72 working with robots!

"I have a friend, he thought—I have a friend now. A hungry friend, but a good one. I have a
friend named fire."
Hatchet
by Gary Paulsen
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Instructional Coach’s
Corner

Social Skills for School
Success

Mrs. Foote

Mrs. Robinson

It has been another GREAT year at Dulles. Our
students have grown and achieved a sense of
accomplishment. As we get ready for the final
stretch and then summer, it is important to
keep a few things in mind:
Parents are the first and most important part of
a child’s education. They are examples of
reading, love of learning and who create a
positive attitudes towards school, others and
self esteem.
1.
Encourage your child to be a team
player and good sport by playing games as a
family.
2.
Limit the amount of time your child
spends playing video games. Encourage
them to play outdoors . This contributes to
their physical and mental health.
3.
Have plenty of reading materials at
home. Subscribe to a child’s magazine, visit
the library or go to a bookstore to hang out
and read. Buy them one book a month.
4.
Read together. Talk about it and discuss
what is happening in the story.
5.
Visit museums together.
6.
Watch documentaries together. Discuss
what is happening.
7.
If any issues arise with your child,
research for best practices, seek help. We are
all learning and doing our best. We don’t
have all the answers and a professional can
help.
Have fun together because nothing or no one
can take the precious space you have in each
other’s hearts. Time passes quickly and soon
your baby will be all grown up.

Teaching children to gracefully accept the
negative consequence of their actions is an
important life skill. Students who blame
others may be seeking to avoid
disapproval or negative consequences.
When students understand everyone
makes mistakes at one time or another,
they are better equipped to be
accountable for their actions. They are also
better equipped to share the responsibility
with the teacher, for their own learning and
achievement in the classroom. Parents can
assist their children in making the
connection between actions and
consequences by teaching their students
how to self-assess their own actions by
following the steps below:
1.
Decide if you were wrong. (Parents
discuss why every person is not always
right all the time.)
2.
If you are wrong, say to yourself, “I
have to accept the consequences”.
( Parents discuss different consequences
for different actions.)
3.
Say to the person, “Yes, I did
_________ (describe what you did).
(Parents discuss examples of how to
describe behavior without making excuses
or blaming others.
4.
Say what you will do next time and/
or apologize. (Parents discuss why it
important to speak in a friendly sincere
manner.)

