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Class of 2013: A Personal Portrait

s seniors, the Class of 2013 took time to reflect and write essays for their college applications. Although initially, it seemed
like just another thing to check off the senior “do”
list, when looked at together the essays paint a picture of young women who demonstrate qualities of
resilience, strength, determination and dedication to
others. In their own words, the essays tell the story of
SCA’s Class of 2013.
All classes are shaped by the world events during
their lifetime. Our newest graduates were in first
grade on Sept. 11, 2001. One SCA student lost her
mother in the Twin Towers. She wrote, “I have also
learned from this experience that nothing, not even
the loss of someone very dear to you should stop you
from succeeding in life, because that person would
have wanted you to go on and make your dreams
reality just as she did. Please don’t feel sorry or bad
about what happened to me, because I have learned
from this experience and grown as a person. I have
had to mature earlier than others my age in order
to help my dad with my younger sister, and it has
taught me responsibility. I just want to make my
dreams into reality as my mother did.”
Many SCA students have faced struggles and found
ways to overcome them. One student came to the
United States less than a decade ago and learned
to speak English in a matter of months. Describing
her first day of class, she said, “I remember being
asked a question in front of all my classmates, but
given that I didn’t know a word that was being said,
I remained silent. All the kids stared at me as if I
were some extraterrestrial being.” After describing

how she learned English and moved into a giftedtype class, she wrote, “I had never been so proud of
myself until then. Having learned English in just a
matter of months meant more to me than what anyone could ever imagine. It provided the motivation
and confidence necessary for me to do all I have done
and will ever wish to pursue.”
Another student described having goals and struggling to make them all happen. “I was going to succeed this year! I went into AP classes, and soon my
friends were asking me for help instead of the other
way around. I was at practice all year round; I had
a job, and I managed for the first time in my life to
achieve first honors. Basketball, volleyball, my sister,
and my own personal drive, were the reasons I was
able to reach for goals that were once a dream to me.”
Some even celebrated the struggle. “I’ve never been
known to take the easy road because I’ve always found
the hard one so much more exhilarating and challenging. I’ve had my failures but I never stopped trying to
succeed because the true failure is to stop trying.”
Many students acknowledged that they could not
achieve their dreams alone. One wrote, “Role models possess qualities that inspire you to want more for
yourself. Role models are influential. The influential
person has a listening ear, is trustworthy and honors
the bond of confidentiality.”
My cousin Stephanie possesses these qualities and
more….Her accomplishments inspire me to work
toward my full potential and make something of
myself….”
. . . continued on page 3

Save The Date: Multi-Year Reunion— Sunday, April 6, 2013!

Message from

the President

Something Old, Something New
Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62

“S

omething old, something new…” are the first

words that popped into my mind as I considered
the theme for this letter. The familiar words come
from an Old English rhyme, dating back to Victorian
times, and speak to bridal customs. Here, at SCA, we
had been working throughout the summer, not on
weddings, but on that well-worn marketing term called
“branding”. For some time we have been dissatisfied with
the presentation of the SCA logo, the current version in
use for ten years or so. Last year we even commissioned
a new rendering which left us equally dissatisfied. Sitting
around a table on a hot summer day someone mentioned
the seal on the graduation diploma. It’s the traditional
Mercy shield. I went home and dug out my SCA diploma
and there it was again, slightly different but in essence the
same. Something old, the symbol of continuity, nearly 125
years of continuity, was right
under our noses!
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“Something new” offers optimism for the future. We
decided that the seal needed
minor refreshment, namely,
the inclusion of the founding
date of the school, 1889. With
that inclusion, the seal symbolizes SCA’s longevity, the legacy
and tradition of the Sisters of
Mercy, our Catholic tradition,
and an endurance that positions well for the future.
As we know, the oft repeated
rhyme in its entirety goes like
this:
Something old
Something new
Something borrowed
Something blue
And a six-pence in my shoe

“Something blue” in ancient times was the symbol of
faithfulness, purity and loyalty. SCA’s school colors are
gold, white, and blue. Branding calls for a consistent
look and we had tended to be unfaithful to the use of a
specific shade of blue. For those of our readers who are
in marketing or graphic arts, the shade we have settled
on is “reflux blue”, deep and rich to coincide with depth
and tradition.
Class of 2013

The Class of 2013 represents the old and the new — old,
in the sense that they have completed their years here at
SCA and moved on to the next phase of their academic or
work life, and new in that they are the most recent class
of alumnae. Ninety-eight percent of this amazing class
of 158 young women, who earned more than $10 million
in academic scholarships and financial grants, are now
ensconced in colleges as near as Mt. St. Vincent, Iona and
the CUNY’s and as far away as UCLA. We dedicate
this edition of Pathways to them through photography
and their own words. I asked up to fifteen students
from the Class of 2013 if they would share their college
essays with me so that you could get to know them, and
they generously did so. I hope you enjoy reading their
reflections in our feature article.
Alumnae Connection

While we routinely feature the progress of young alum,
it has been suggested that we incorporate the “older”
alum. I have been fascinated by the contributions of
Susan Marrone Moerder ‘71 to Class Notes and I wanted
to know more about her, her passion for teaching and
her commitment to the environment. Please catch up
with Susan in our feature on Page 6.
“A six-pence in my shoe” reminds me of all the
alumnae, past and present parents, and friends whose
support through financial contributions and tireless and
generous volunteer efforts make all the difference in the
world. To you I say, in the words of Catherine McAuley,
“thousands and thousands of thanks!” v
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. . . continued from page 1

Another wrote: “As a child who has been given so
much in life, I feel the need to always pay my parents back. Sometimes I buy them gifts or make them
cards, but I realize that the greatest gift of all would be
for me to go to college. I love them for everything that
they have taught me, even when I probably was too
stubborn at the time to want to learn the lesson. I did
not start to better myself until my first year in high
school….Back then I was the student who took no
heed about my grades or my future. For some reason,
St. Catharine Academy had the ability to spark my
interest in other sources of knowledge.”
Many credited their teachers for giving them a love
of learning, some even saying they now want to do
the same for the next generation. “For the past four
years, even after finishing the required service hours
for graduation and honor societies, I still continued
to go back because I loved it so much,” a student
wrote. “I would assist in the classroom, grade papers,
and help at the school’s annual Christmas Show. The
experience played an extremely important role in
my life because it made me become a more mature,
responsible person. It also made me realize not
only what being a teacher entails, but how I could
definitely see myself pursuing this career.”
Another wrote about teaching: “I want to be a
teacher for many reasons. I want to be able to make
a difference in a child’s life….I know this from
the experience of teaching a religion class of little
children, knowing that next year they will receive
communion. That makes the late nights of planning
the lessons worth it.”
For many, the essay was a time to assess their
own growth and change. “Maybe the reason why
I initially thought this essay would be difficult to
write was because at this stage of my life I do not
know everything about myself. Yes, I know bits
and pieces. I know that while I am the person my
friends go to for advice, I sometimes struggle to
take my own advice,” wrote a senior.

“I know that I am strong willed, something I get
from my mother. Not knowing everything about
myself at this point in my life is something I am okay
with, because I hope that college will provide the
numerous experiences that I will need to discover
and develop myself into the person I want to become
in the future.”
One student described a life changing experience
of living in Nigeria for a year: “Going to Nigeria
allowed me to truly see America as the “land
of opportunity.” With this hardworking and
determined spirit I obtained, I hope to bring positive
change to my college and society as a whole. I did
not just go home but I also got to experience how it
is to be Nigerian.”
“My leadership abilities are demonstrated through
my voice, making sure that I am not only heard,
but that I am listened to as I try to be the voice for
others,” said another student.
Members of the Class of 2013 also looked ahead with
determination: “Does the future scare you as much
as it scares me? Anything can happen. It may turn
out the way you want it to, maybe better, maybe
worse. Regardless of the uncertainty, life is what you
make it.”
As they head on their way to their futures, one
student asked a question that seems to capture SCA’s
Class of 2013: “Why would I want everyone to be
like me or why would I want to be like everyone
else? Isn’t it beautiful that we are all unique?” v
Please remember
St. Catharine Academy
in your will.
Our legal title is
St. Catharine Academy,
2250 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, New York 10469
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Graduation 2013

2013
Chinwe Abaroaha, Salutarian, receiving the Catharinite Award from Sr. Patricia Wolf.
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(L to R) Sisters Amanda ‘13, Kelly ’12 and
Megan Juliano ’13.

Taylor Velez ’13 and sister Cody
Velez ’10.

(L to R) The Ayala sisters, Stacy ’07, Amy ’00,
Kimberly ’13 and Wendy ’03.

Paula Mannara ’13 and sister
Danielle Mannara ’10.

Carmela Hernandez with her
aunt Maria Emanuele ’88.

Angelica Marquez and sister
Erica Marquez ’11.

Giovanna LoPiccolo with her
mom Anna Marie Bassani
LoPiccolo ’76.

Jennifer Hawkes ’13 and
sister Sarah Hawkes ’09.

Nicolanna Pulitano ’13 with
her mom Filomena Garofalo
Pulitano ’86.

Jamiann Ziliana and her
mom Rose Komar Ziliana ’76.

Jehaira Soler ’13 and sister
Amanda Soler ’12.

AROUND
SSC
CA
A

Alumna teaches
students how to
care for their world
Susan Marrone Moerder ‘71

Susan Marrone Moerder ‘71 says her St.
Catharine’s biology teacher, Ms. Jerilyn
O’Neill, is the reason she has been a
science teacher for nearly 40 years.
“She made it so much fun,
interesting and just fascinating,” said
Susan. “I just enjoyed it.”
During her career, she has taught
everything from elementary school at
St. Frances de Chantel in the Bronx
to marine biology and forensics on the
high school level in California. She

Susan Marrone Moerder ’71 in her lab
at Frances Park School.
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has worked with students with special
needs and taken students on science
trips around the country.
Now the department chair at Francis
Parker School in San Diego, CA, Susan
is currently teaching biology. She has
been with the independent co-ed school
for 30 years.
Susan appreciates her years at St.
Catharine’s and says, “When I look
at Pathways, I like seeing that there
is still Ring Day and things that were
important to me in high school. There
is something special about going to an
all girl school. There wasn’t competition
about how you dressed or behaved. You
weren’t there to impress anybody.”
Active throughout her high school
years, Susan ran the science club and
was on Student Council. She said she
was in a variety of clubs, participating
in intramural sports and performing in
Kiss Me Kate.
“The relationship that we had
with the teachers—it made teaching a
favorite career,” she said.
Susan said the same qualities she
valued at St. Catharine’s are why she
likes teaching at Francis Parker. “The
smaller classes, relationship with faculty
and students, the traditions—those
kinds of things add to an educational
experience. They make it very
worthwhile.”
Currently, in addition to her
teaching, she works with scientists and
students as part of a global environment

leadership program sponsored by the
University of California in San Diego.
Through it, students and scientists work
together on real science projects, such as
the study of the biosphere. Susan and
her students have worked on projects in
Los Alamos, NM, and in Hawaii.
Ever since her science and Student
Council activities at St. Catharine’s,
Susan has enjoyed putting science and
leadership together. This has been a
continuing commitment on her part,
and for the past two decades, she has
worked with students around the state
to help them become science leaders.

❛❛

The relationship that
we had with the teachers—
the nuns and the lay teachers
— it made teaching a favorite
career.”

❜❜

— Susan Marrone Moerder ‘71

Susan teaches her students to become
good citizens of the earth, encouraging
them to become compassionate about
something, and to make that their
way of caring for the planet. “I try to
incorporate into my daily life being
kind to the earth and kind to each
other,” she said, explaining that she and
her family take simple environmental
steps. “It can be as simple as trying my
best to reduce the amount of plastic by
not drinking out of plastic water bottles
or cups.”
Reflecting on the impact of St.
Catharine’s on her career as an educator,
Susan sums it up by saying, “My values
are because of St. Catharine’s. A lot
of what I value and how I teach my
students is because of those years.” v

❜
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1952 Rosemary Curry Landrigan
relocated to south Florida and is enjoying
the weather. Family members are located
nearby.

1960 Frances Hickey Fairweather
writes, “I am now a Pastoral Associate for
Administration at a country church outside
of Albany, NY. One of my daughters is a
graduate of Albany College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences, where the 2013 (SCA)
Salutatorian is headed. I wish her good
luck. It is a great school and a wonderful
profession.”
Patricia Lynch Moore and husband, Joe,
reside in Kendall Park, NJ. She writes,
“Joe and I are enjoying retirement. We live
in a 55+ active adult community and are
active in several clubs and committees. We
now have 9 grandchildren. Travel, theater,
dining out and good health helps us know
that life is good!”

1962 Patricia Wolf, RSM celebrated her
50th anniversary as a Sister of Mercy on
September 7, 2013.

1964 Janet Manco Rooney, residing
in Staten Island, NY sent an update on
grandchildren…Madison Elizabeth, born
June 22, 2012 and Lukas Michael, born in
January 2013.

1965 Janice Bonanno Imundi and
husband, Ron, welcomed two grandsons to
their family this past fall. Daughter Lauren
welcomed Ryan Paul and daughter Andrea
welcomed Jack Antonio. Janice and Ron
reside in Pelham Manor, NY.

1970 Jennifer Edwards Bremer, after
living in Arlington, VA for over twenty
years, has returned to the NY Metro area
and lives in Secaucus, NJ, a small, quiet
town. She writes, “It suits her fine.”

1971 Dorothy Berti Dellapina wrote
to us that “my husband Gus, Banjo (our
Tibetan Terrier mix) and I moved from the
Indian Village neighborhood in the Bronx
(where we’ve lived and raised our sons for

the past 30 years) to Stamford, CT and have
happily adapted to the suburban environment. I’m still working as an administrator
at Jacobi Medical Center and now commute
which is a bit of transition from a formerly
leisurely stroll. Many fond greeting to my
Classmates of 1971!”
Elaine Swierszcz Gaither worked as
a producer for ABC News for eighteen
years before staying home for a few years
to spend time with her family. She writes,
“I found a second career as a Para educator
in Special Education with Howard County
Public Schools in Maryland.” Elaine is married with 3 children, twin granddaughters
and an adorable grandson. She and her
husband recently moved to South Carolina.

1972 Linda Christopher Callahan met
with SCA classmates Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Curran and Theresa Hnath Chisolm, Ph.D.
in April 2012 to celebrate their 40th graduation anniversary.
Susan Harpas McDonald is a pediatric
nurse practitioner and an assistant professor
at a BSN program in Texas. Susan resides
in Nacogdoches, TX.

1978 Rosemarie Spadafora Mazzuca
continued her studies at the College of
Mount St. Vincent, Bronx, NY and graduated in 1982 with a BA in Modern Languages. In 1983, Rosemarie moved to Italy
and married Antonio Mazzuca. They have
two children, Lucia (27) and Giovanni (24).
She writes, “I’ve been working in the Italian public school system for the last 15 years
as a substitute teacher of English literature
and conversation. Always treasure the moments spent at SCA!”

1983 Andrea Blyth Dickerson graduated from Emory University, Atlanta, GA
with a Masters in Medical Science in 1990.
In 1995 she graduated medical school at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill; completed her residency in OB/
GYN in 1999, and in 2000 started a private
practice, A Woman’s Place, in Fayetteville,
NC. She writes, “I met a wonderful man

For more Class Notes, visit our website, scahs.org, and click on the Alumnae tab.

along the way who became my husband,
Dr. Edward Dickerson, IV, in 1992.” They
are the parents of three children, Adriana,
Theresa and Eddie V.
Kai Ferris DuJuan Anderson obtained
her Bachelor of Science degree from SUNY/
Binghamton. In 1993, she went to work
for the City of New York, Department of
Probation, and currently is working as a
Probation Officer in the Sex Offender unit.
Kai will be celebrating 20 years of marriage
to husband, William, in August; and their
daughter, Cheyenne will turn 19 this year as
well. She writes, “loves the connections she
has made with her SCA classmates with the
help of Facebook.”

2005 Nicole McGee was recently promoted to Executive Sous Chef at Manursing Island Club, Rye, NY. Nicole resides in
Mahopac, NY.

p
IN MEMORIAM
Elizabeth Hammes Noonan ’54
April 30, 2013
Catherine McCaffery Franklin ’44
July 9, 2013
Arline Kissel Wright ’65
August 2, 2013
Mary Ellen Brophy ’58
September 14, 2013
Mary Beth Kelly-Casio
November 27, 2012
Daughter of Mary B. Kelly Creaven ’54
Father Francis Oliverio
September 5, 2013
(Taught at SCA 1968-1970)
Charles Girola
September 20, 2013

p

Father of Regina Girola Gallotta ’72
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SCA Announces National Achievement Scholarship Program Semi-Finalist

Joanna, who attended PS 83, has followed SCA’s Trustee
Scholar Curriculum that includes: Advanced Placement or
Honors Courses in English, math, science, and social studies;
three years of a modern language; four years of theology;
enhanced service requirements and participation in the
Trustee Enrichment Program. In addition to maintaining
the rigorous Trustee Scholar curriculum, Joanna, for the
past three years has participated in the Science Technology
Entry Program (STEP) at Albert Einstein College of

B

Medicine. Recognized by the student body for her innate
leadership ability, she has been successively elected to
officer positions in the Student Council. She is now the
President of the Student Council. Joanna also holds down
a job as a life guard and swim instructor at Bronx House.
Commenting on this prestigious recognition, Sr. Ann
M. Welch, SCA Principal stated, “Joanna Abaraoha
exemplifies the best attributes of a student in a Mercy
school: scholarship, leadership, and service. We are proud
of her and wish her well as she continues into the Finalist
application process.” v

125th Anniversary
Opening Liturgy
Sunday, September 13, 2014, 4 p.m. at SCA
Interested in singing in the Choir?

B

St. Catharine Academy senior,
Joanna Abaraoha, is named a
semi-finalist in the National
Achievement Scholarship Program, a program that recognizes
academically promising Black
American high school seniors
throughout the nation. Semifinalist distinction provides Abaraoha the opportunity to conJoanna Abaraoha ’13.
tinue to compete for one of approximately 800 Achievement Scholarship Awards.
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