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Educational Tours

Journey through
France and Spain
Included on tour

Round-trip flights on major carriers; full-time Tour Director;
weShare, EF’s personalized learning experience; hotels
with private bathrooms; breakfast and dinner daily; lunch
on day 14
Sightseeing: Paris; St. Malo; Bordeaux; Madrid; Córdoba; Seville;
Granada
Entrances: Notre Dame Cathedral; Louvre; Chartres Cathedral;
Mont Saint Michel Abbey; Cathedral St. Vincent; Château de
Chenonceau; Troglodyte caves; Cathédrale St-André, Bordeaux;
Tapas tour, San Sebastián; Royal Palace, Madrid; Prado Museum,
Madrid; Tapas dinner with tuna band, Madrid; Mezquita, Cordoba;
Cathedral, Seville; Alhambra, Granada; Scavenger hunt, Granada;
Moorish teahouse, Granada; Flamenco evening, Granada
Overnight stays:
Paris (2)
St. Malo (2)
Loire Valley (1)
Bordeaux (1)
Biarritz (2)
Madrid (2)
Seville (1)
Granada (2)

Sign up today






















Your itinerary
Day 1: Fly overnight to France

Day 4: Paris | St. Malo

Board your overnight flight to Paris!

Travel via Chartres to St. Malo
Dominating the skyline of this town is the 13th-century cathedral, one
of the most amazing achievements in Western architecture. With its
two towers, one Gothic and the other Romanesque, this is a truly
unique experience. Take time to enjoy the picturesque gardens that
surround the cathedral.

Day 2: Paris
Arrive in Paris
Welcome to Paris, cosmopolitan City of Light. Over the centuries,
Paris has grown to become the undisputed center of France, and one
of the world's most important cities both culturally and politically.
Equally famed for its high fashion, awe-inspiring museums and
elegant cuisine, Paris has also been a center of theater, literature and
philosophy throughout the ages.
Walking tour of Ile de la Cite
Begin on the right bank of the Seine river and cross the Pont des Arts
for beautiful views of the Île de la Cité, birthplace of Paris. On the left
bank, watch the bouquinistes selling old books and postcards and
catch glimpses of the Conciergerie and St. Chapelle from the Pont
Neuf, the oldest bridge in the city.
Visit Notre Dame Cathedral
Built between 1163 and 1361 over the remains of an ancient Roman
temple, it was here that Napoleon crowned himself emperor in 1804.
Victor Hugo once described the sculptured façade of Notre Dame as
“a vast symphony in stone.” However, had it not been for the creation
of his famous hunchback, Quasimodo, the cathedral might never
have returned to its former glory. Hugo's novel The Hunchback of
Notre Dame helped inspire a 23-year restoration of the cathedral that
began in 1841. Step inside to admire the stained-glass rose window
and seemingly weightless vaulted ceilings.

Day 3: Paris
Guided sightseeing of Paris
Discover the city on the Seine during your bus tour. Pass by the
imposing Arc de Triomphe, and the Place de la Concorde, dedicated
to King Louis XV and the site where Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette
were executed during the French Revolution. Continue down the
elegant Champs-Elysées to the École Militaire, where a promising
young Napoleon launched his rise to power. Then, head through the
Latin Quarter where you will see the world-renowned Sorbonne
University. Drive along the Seine for wonderful views of the Musée
D'Orsay, the Louvre, and the Pont de Neuf, or “new bridge,” which is
ironically Paris' oldest. Finally, make a photo stop at the iconic Eiffel
Tower, built for the 1889 World's Fair. Learn why this impressive, yet
controversial symbol of Paris was spared the wrecking ball in 1909.
Visit the Louvre
The Palais du Louvre, built to defend the city in the 13th century, now
safeguards one of the world's greatest art collections. Enter the
museum through world-renowned architect I.M. Pei's 1989 modernist
glass pyramid. Inside, discover priceless antiquities from Egypt,
Greece, Italy and Asia such as the statues of Venus de Milo and Nike
of Samothrace, better known as Winged Victory. You'll also see some
of the Louvre's most prized paintings by Renaissance and European
masters, including Leonardo da Vinci's painting of the mysterious
Mona Lisa.
Explore Paris on your own
Enjoy time for your own explorations of Paris. You might wish to visit
the Musée d'Orsay, the Rodin Museum, or the futuristic exhibits of the
Centre Pompidou. Alternatively, take part in the timeless Parisian
tradition of people-watching over a cup of café au lait at a sidewalk
café. Last but not least, for the fashion conscious traveler, a visit to
the Rue du Faubourg Saint Honoré is a must.

Arrive in St. Malo
It was from here that Jacques Cartier set sail in 1534 to explore
Canada's St. Lawrence River Valley. Today the city acts as both a
popular tourist destination as well as one of the channel's busiest
ports.

Day 5: St. Malo
Visit Mont Saint Michel Abbey
Tour the breathtaking islet monastery of Mont-St-Michel. Perched
high on a granite rock, this 8th-century abbey is surrounded by water
at high tide and quicksand at low tide.
Guided sightseeing of St. Malo
Pirates once set sail from this rocky Atlantic island. Learn how the
town's seamen fought Barbary pirates and plundered English, Dutch
and Spanish merchants. Take in the narrow streets, tall granite homes
and medieval ramparts on your guided tour. Your tour also includes a
visit to Saint Vincent's Cathedral, the former seat of the Bishop of St.
Malo.

Day 6: St. Malo | Loire Valley
Travel to the Loire Valley
Travel to the area known as the `playground of Kings.' Featuring some
of the most impressive buildings of the Middle Ages and Renaissance,
the Loire was also home to some of the most influential women in
European history.
Visit the Château de Chenonceau
Visit the most romantic château in the region: the exquisite Château
de Chenonceau. Built over the River Cher and surrounded by water,
the château is characterized by the Pont de Diane, an arched bridge
that spans the river. Serving both practical and aesthetic functions (it
also houses the grand gallery), it was this bridge that spared the
château from destruction during the French Revolution as it provided
the only access across the river for miles. Learn of the extraordinary
succession of women, beginning in the 1500s with Catherine Bohler,
Diane de Poitiers, and Catherine de Medici, who each influenced the
design of the castle as it is today. After touring the lavish interior, be
sure to stroll through the terraced gardens and take in the spectacular
views of the château as it sits along the river that makes Chenonceau
so unique.
Enjoy a troglodyte dinner
See how thousands of years of geological evolution created these
subterranean hollows beneath France's Loire Valley. Though originally
used as living spaces in the 11th and 12th centuries, many of the
maze-like grottos are still in use today as wine cellars, chapels,
bakeries and shops. Tonight, enjoy your dinner inside one of these
medieval dwellings.

Day 7: Loire Valley | Bordeaux

Day 10: Basque Coast | Madrid

Travel to Bordeaux
Perhaps best known for its wine production, the Bordeaux region is
one of the most alluring in all of France. The city itself has been the
focal point for some of European history's most important events,
such as the marriage of Edward I and Eleanor of Aquitaine in 1152, as
well as the end of the Hundred Year's War in 1453.

Travel to Madrid
At 2,100 feet, this is Europe's highest capital, a Mecca for art-lovers,
the world-stage for bullfighting and home to the world's most famous
soccer team! The city was elevated to capital status in 1561 at the
instigation of Phillip II, and the lavishly opulent Palacio Real, built in
1738, is now an uninhabited but fascinating monument to Spain's
much-revered monarchy.

Guided sightseeing of Bordeaux
This in-depth sightseeing takes you around one of the pilgrimage
stops on the route of Santiago de Compostela. Ride past Place de la
Bourse, the former stock market, located on the Garronne River. Next
stop is the Place de Quinconces, the largest square in Europe (12
hectares/30 acres), found in the square are a monument to the
Girondists and statues of Montaigne and Montesquieu. To the
northwest is the Jardin Public, with the Botanical Garden and Natural
History Museum. Your final stop, near the City Hall, is La Cathedrale
St Andre. Enter into the cathedral, which is comparable in size to
Notre Dame de Paris, built in the 12th century.

Day 8: Bordeaux | Basque Coast
Travel via Arcachon to Biarritz
Marvel at Europe's tallest sand dune, situated at the entrance of the
Bay of Arcachon. Measuring 105 meters high, the "Big Dune" is the
most visited spot of the coastal area, with over 1 million visitors per
year.
Walking tour of Biarritz
One of the most popular resorts in France, Biarritz mixes sandy
beaches with a coast that allows for a variety of water sports.
Historically a small fishing port, the town developed as a tourist
attraction during the 19th century due largely to its popularity with the
British - a tradition that continues today.

Day 9: Basque Coast
Take an excursion to San Sebastián
Cross the Spanish border and continue through the culturally and
linguistically unique Basque region. Take in the beautiful scenery of
San Sebastián, a town sandwiched between the mountains and the
sea. Stroll down Playa de la Concha and through the town's old
quarter, where Isabel II spent her vacations. Napoleon III and
Bismarck both spent time in San Sebastián as well. While in the Old
Town, look for numbers on the balconies above-these used to be
ringside seats for bullfights.
Tapas tour in San Sebastián
Taste your way across the beautiful old town of San Sebastian for a
local view of this delicious city! Learn the secrets behind the city's
food, market tradition and pintxo culture while hearing stories of
Basque traditions and history that will bring San Sebastian's past to
life. From the buzzing local market surrounded by tapas bars to a
neighborhood modern pintxo bar, travelers will discover where locals
eat, drink and shop and meet the passionate people behind each
artisan product and homemade dish. During your tour you'll enjoy
tastings with different local venders, and you may even get to sample
the highly coveted acorn-fed Iberian Black-hoofed ham.

Walking tour of Madrid
Meet in Puerta del Sol at the statue of the bear and the strawberry
tree; Madrid's emblem, which stands just meters from the site of
kilometer zero from where all distances in Spain are measured. Puerta
del Sol acts as the hub for demonstrations and New Year's Eve
celebrations and in the nearby 17th century Plaza Mayor you can
imagine the duels, hangings, festivities, bullfights and theater this
space has staged.

Day 11: Madrid
Guided sightseeing of Madrid
Your local guide introduces you to the sights of Madrid on a
panoramic tour of the city. Next, get a taste of royal Madrid at the
extravagant Palacio Real, where you'll wander the fabulous palace
interior and find more than 2,000 rooms decked in beautiful frescoes,
delicate porcelain wares and finely woven rugs.
Visit the Prado Museum
Explore the Museo del Prado which houses an astonishing 3,000
paintings collected by Spanish royalty. This massive building is
constantly expanding in order to accommodate its impressive
catalogue of Velazquez and Goya. It also boasts fine pieces by El
Greco, Botticelli and many Flemish artists.
Enjoy a tapas dinner with tuna band
No trip to Madrid would be complete without getting a taste of the
tapa - Spain's own unique dining tradition. Tonight, enjoy a tapas
evening at a local restaurant where you will sample some of Spain's
best-known culinary traditions. While you eat, you'll be serenaded by
a traditional band.

Day 12: Madrid | Seville
Travel via Puerto Lápice and Córdoba to Seville
On your drive south, stop in Cervante's town of Puerto Lapice to
stretch your legs. Then, continue on to Cordoba where you will take a
guided tour. See the Patio de los Naranjos and visit the 8th-century
Mezquita, formerly the largest mosque west of Mecca. As you walk
past the Mezquita's 850 candy-cane columns, recall the days when
Córdoba was one of the world's great centers of learning. At its
height, Córdoba was home to 700 mosques, 900 public baths, and
70 libraries.
Arrive in Seville
Welcome to Seville, city of bullfights, flamenco dancing, Velazquez,
Don Juan and Carmen, and the heartbeat of Andalusian culture.

Day 13: Seville | Granada
Guided sightseeing of Seville
Hispalis, as Seville was called in Roman times, rests on the banks of
the Río Guadalquivir and is Spain's only river port. See the Old
Tobacco Factory, setting of Bizet's opera, Carmen, and pass the
Plaza de Toros, one of Spain's preeminent bullrings. Then, visit Maria
Luisa Park to view the beautiful mosaics of Plaza de España, built for
the 1929 Ibero-American Fair. Next, walk through the
geranium-strewn alleys of the Barrio de Santa Cruz, an aesthetic treat
you'll always remember. As you wind your way through this historic
Jewish Quarter, notice the whitewashed houses with sand-colored
trim-this is typical of Sevillian-style architecture. Top off your tour with
a guided visit to the Seville Cathedral, the world's third largest church.
Walking tour of Seville
Meet at the base of the skyline-dominating Giralda Tower for your
walking tour of Seville. This unique minaret can be ascended by
thirty-five gentle ramps and has long been the bell tower of the
Christian Cathedral. You will pass the 12th-century octagonal Torre
del Oro (The Golden Tower) once part of the city wall on the
Guadalquivir river, and continue on to the 18th-century Plaza de
Toros bull ring, one of the oldest in Spain.
Travel to Granada
Journey to Granada, which was once the capital of Moorish
Andalucia. It is now an architectural masterpiece and thriving
university city. Strategically located between the foothills of the
imposing, snowy-peaked Sierra Nevada and the beautiful
Mediterranean coast, Granada boasts an eclectic cuisine of sweet
Moorish desserts. It also boasts one of Europe's most romantic
buildings, the exquisite Arabian palace of the Alhambra.

Explore Granada on a scavenger hunt
After visiting the Alhambra, your local guide will lead you on a
scavenger hunt throughout the city. Using maps, photographs and a
list of challenges, you will scour the city for some of Granada's hidden
treasures.
Visit a Moorish Teahouse
Granada is heir to the Moorish tradition of the 'tetería' or tea room.
The 'tetería' scene in Granada is a highly cultural experience, following
the Arabic tradition of sipping exquisite aromatic herbal teas in an
ambience mid-way between bohemian and luxurious. The décor, like
the tea, has romantic and oriental flavors and is normally intimate, in
cool, dimly lit rooms with low tables and chairs and scattered
cushions in fabrics of rich Arabic colors. (Lunch is included with this
visit.)
Enjoy a flamenco evening
Feel the pulse of Spain when you attend an unforgettable flamenco
performance! Born of Indian, Moorish, Arabian, and gypsy influences,
flamenco dance is a passionate display of dramatic poses and
colorful costumes, accompanied by song and guitar. Marvel at the
intricate rhythms created by a dancer's steps, castanets and
clapping. The duration of the performance is one hour and includes
an hour-long walk around the Albaicín quarter, with views of the
Alhambra.

Day 15: Depart for home
Transfer to the airport for your return flight
Your Tour Director assists with your transfer to the airport, where
you'll check in for your return flight home.
Itinerary is subject to change

Day 14: Granada
Guided sightseeing of Granada
Recall both The Arabian Nights and the works of Washington Irving as
you tour Spain's most celebrated building: Granada's 14th-century
Alhambra. See the exotic mosaics and richly ornamented courtyards
of the country's last Moorish stronghold. Here Christopher Columbus
discussed with the king his plans for sailing to India. Then walk in the
footsteps of sultans as you tour the Generalife- a 14th-century palace
surrounded by magnificent rose gardens- where they often spent their
summers. (Please note: The visit includes the Gardens of Generalife,
the Summer Palace, Alcazaba Fortress, the Medina Arab baths, the
Palace of Charles V and the Partal Palace. Because of the Alhambra's
extreme popularity, guided visits of the interior cannot be guaranteed
during peak seasons.)

For complete financial and registration details, please refer to the
Booking Conditions at www.eftours.com/bc.

The World Leader in
International Education
For over 50 years EF has been working toward
one global mission: Opening the World Through
Education. Your teacher has partnered with EF
because of our unmatched worldwide presence,
our focus on affordability, and our commitment to
providing experiences that teach critical thinking,
problem solving, collaboration, and global
competence.

The easiest ways to

Enroll today

– We always offer the lowest prices guaranteed
so more students can travel.
– We’re fully accredited, just like your school,
so you can earn credit while on tour.

ENROLL ON OUR WEBSITE

eftours.com/enroll

– All of our educational tours feature experiential
learning activities and visits to the best sites.
– We’re completely committed to your safety.
We have 500 schools and offices in over 50
countries around the world, so local EF staff
members can react quickly and in person
wherever you travel.
– Your full-time Tour Director is with your group
every step of the way on tour, providing insight
about your destinations as well as great local tips.

ENROLL BY PHONE

800-665-5364

“My daughter has gained such an amazing view of
the world and history from this experience. She
has not stopped talking since I picked her up at the
airport. Thank you for all the organization, helpful
hints, flexible payment plan, and knowledgeable
tour guides.”

MAIL YOUR ENROLLMENT FORM TO:

EF Educational Tours
Two Education Circle
Cambridge, MA 02141

–CHARLOTTE, PARENT
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