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SECAUCUS MIDDLE SCHOOL

An Evening of Poetry & Music
There are some events that just can’t be
captured in an image. They are so powerful
they must be understood in different forms.
Maybe the missing piece in communication
is through poetry and music.
Anyone who has ever had language arts
knows what a poem is, some words that
contain some hidden meaning with some
artistic point you never seem to understand. At
least for
some
people
that is so.
For others, a poem is so
much
more, it is
a message that
is so large
there is
no way paint, pencil, or paper can capture
it. It must be recited and heard.
During the first annual ‘Poetry Slam and
Music Night’, students from all three grades
recited poems that they wrote themselves.
Alongside the poems was the Middle
School Rock Band playing songs with their
own poetic lyrics. To add to the artistic
setting, the high school Jazz band played
swinging instrumental pieces!
This event was organized by language
arts teacher, Mrs. Anna Boscarino, and music teachers, Mr. Sean Sonnet and Mr. Rob-

ert Fournier. Additionally, there were two
students who read poems in Spanish, that
they were working on with Mrs. Maria Rodriguez, language teacher (see p.3).
The very brave students competed
against one another for a chance at winning one of three prizes; they were judged
by our school’s language arts teachers on
their poem’s content and their delivery.
Everyone did a
splendid job, with
the audience
getting to enjoy a
sampling of the
students’ talents
as they sang the
song, “Adventure
of A Lifetime”, by
Coldplay.To everyone’s excitement,
the winners were
then announced
as follows…
3rd Place: Saloni Singh
2nd Place: Duet with Katherine Ren and
Genna Mosher
1st Place: Liliana Hopkins
Congrats to all the winners, and a special thanks to Mrs. Boscarino, Mr. Sonnet,
and Mr. Fornier for making this a memorable night!
By: Sophia Benavente
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NJHS INDUCTION CEREMONY

On June 6, 2018, Secaucus Middle School held the ALPHA Recognition and National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony. The ceremony honored the hard work, dedication, and achievements of the students
and their commitment to excellence in academics and high standards of individual responsibility.
Twenty-four members of ALPHA (Advanced Learning Program for High Achievers) were commended for
their participation in the academic interest lecture, competition in the American Scholastic Challenge, and
for taking the SAT and/or ACT. Several students received certificates of merit for their achievements.
The NJHS induction ceremony, under the tutelage of Mrs. Demone and Mrs. Picariello, consisted of the
twenty-two newly inducted 7th graders and seventeen 8th graders who spoke on the scholarship, service,
leadership, character, and citizenship requirements of the candidates.
Congratulations to all the newly inducted members. Your hard work and accomplishments are something
you should be extremely proud of!
Thank you to Mrs. Demone and Mrs. Picariello for
putting on such an outstanding ceremony.
-Staff
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SMS Competes at WPU
Secaucus Middle School students participated in the 35th Annual Orlando Saa,
Foreign Language Poetry Recitation Contest, held at William Paterson University, on
May 17, 2018. Over 1,000 students and 50 high schools and middle schools competed in this event. World language students competed in the following languages:
Chinese, ESL, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latin and Spanish.
The following Middle School students participated in the event:
Harveen Jhamatt (French beginner) Liliana Hopkins (French Intermediate),
Nicholas Bartletta (Italian beginner), Katherine Ren (Chinese Advanced),
Smriti Chopra (Spanish beginner), Sophia Benavente (Spanish advanced) and
Nicole Mendez (Spanish native).
All the students recited poems from famous poets in their original version. Students auditioned in early February and met every Thursday afternoon in the world
language classroom to perfect their recitations. They showed true dedication and
collaboration to represent our school in this venue.

Congratulations to all the participants!

A special thank-you goes
to Mrs. Maria Rodriguez,
who prepares these students for this challenging
event. She goes above
and beyond to bring
these students to a level
where the students are
competing on par with
students from much larger
schools. Kudos to you, Mrs.
Rodriguez!
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The 10,000 Year Old Clock:
A MountAin’s treAsure
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A huge masterpiece embedded in the
heart of a Sierra Diablo mountain, along
the Texas-Mexico border, this clock,
which will continue to tick accurately
for 10,000 years, is a sign of the future.
With one hand that advances once a
year, a century hand that moves once
every hundred years, and a cuckoo that
will emerge and chirp once every thousand years, this invention will become
one of the few constant things that will
remain after ten-thousand years.
“I wanted a symbol of the future,
in the same
way the pyramids are a
symbol of
the past,”
says the inventor Danny
Hillis, the
man who
birthed the
idea and design of the
monument
that will remain in a mountain for years to come.
An entire lifetime can be embodied with
one tick of the century hand, and civilizations can rise and fall at the rare chirp
of the once-in-a-millennium cuckoo
bird. This clock will be watching the
future, far after the inventor and his
team will have disappeared.
To have an idea that lasts far
longer than him, Danny Hillis has
reached one of his life goals. He observed that many people were desperate
to do as much as they could within a
short, limited lifetime, while he simply
wanted to sit back, and watch the future,

as well as the world, change around
him. His magnum opus illustrates that
desire. Amazon CEO, Jeff Bezos, decided to fund the project, sharing Hillis’ desire for an invention that will
exist over the course of many generations. He hopes that the clock would
“encourage people to take a longer
view of things.”
The clock stands in a 500 foot
tall tunnel inside this mountain, only
able to be seen through the top of a
sapphire glass dome that is connected
to the shaft. It was constructed using
sturdy materials such as marine grade
titanium, ceramic, and stone. It will
gain power from the thermal energy of
the sun and the changes in temperature that surrounds the mountain.
Its bell will chime ten times
per day, playing different melodies
every time. Inventors say that the
same melody will not be repeated in
its lifespan of 10,000 years. However,
these melodies will never exit outside
the mountain’s walls.
Hillis plans to build many

more similar clocks, already beginning to collect funding for a second
clock, which will be built in another
mountain in eastern Nevada’s Great
Basin National Park.
By: Katherine Ren &
Milene Escoto
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6th graders enjoy camp wapalanne
Camp Wapalanne is an annual field trip that
the sixth graders of Secaucus Middle School
partake in every May. It has been a tradition for
many years, dating back to when our Principal,
Mr. Valente, went as a sixth grader himself. This year, the sixth graders left for camp
on Friday, May 18th, and came back on Sunday,
May 20th. The bus ride was around three hours
long due to extensive traffic and poor weather
conditions, but the students managed to entertain themselves. After arriving at the campsite,
everyone was excited to take on the wilderness.
On Friday night, we ate a delicious dinner
consisting of pizza and a package of three cookies. We were split into two groups, one
watched a movie, while the other played
“socialization games”. They were exhilarating
and afforded us with an opportunity to get to
know each other on a deeper level. We then
had a snack, called our parents, and reported
back to our sleeping areas.
The boys and the girls were separated,
the boys went to their assigned cabins while

the girls stayed in the “longhouse”, consisting of
bunk beds where everyone slept together. Unfortunately, Saturday brought a heavy downpour and
that dreary weather would continue for the remainder of the day. Despite the forecast, the students managed to enjoy themselves, not letting
the looming storm clouds dampen their spirits. We
explored the areas surrounding us while learning
many things about nature and ourselves.
On Sunday morning, we were permitted to
purchase souvenirs at the trading post, many students buying the apparel there as a token or momento of our time at Camp Wapalanne. The students also went to the Space Farms, where we got
to examine and feed many different species of animals.
Finally, we offered our goodbyes to one another and to Camp Wapalanne. Driving back to
Secaucus, we reflected on our time at camp and
the bonds we formed. The trip was indeed an enjoyable time, providing many memories that have
carved themselves in both our hearts and minds.
Thank-you to the teachers and chaperones who
made our trip extra special.
By: Denise Borbe and Gabriela Romanelli
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Middle School Chorus Concert
By: Athanasia Chandras

On Wednesday, May 16, the Secaucus Middle School and Secaucus High School held its annual chorus concert in the Performing Arts Center. Students from our own student body participated
in this fantastic showcase of talent featuring multiple solos, A capella songs, and even songs originating from various parts of the
world! Our middle school chorus performed two songs in different
languages, Tongo and El Coquí, as well as a crowd favorite, Seasons of Love, from the musical Rent.
Overall, the entire chorus, directed by Mr. Siafakas, sang in
tune and radiated a light-hearted mood throughout the crowd. Congratulations to the middle school chorus for their outstanding job at
the concert! A special thank-you goes to Mr. Siafakas for his talented input and guidance.
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2018 Spring Concert (Ending with a Sonnett Surprise!)
On May 17, the Secaucus Middle School hosted a
concert by the 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Concert Bands,
as well as the Rock Band. A spectacular performance
was put on, and all the students had the right to walk
out of the Performing Arts Center with their heads
held high. They have all worked hard for nearly the
entire year for this single day, and it was certainly
worth it, as every single ounce of effort given was reflected on stage.
While the members of the
band had worked diligently, each and every one of
them will agree that not one of them put as much passion, love,
and care into the bands as the band director, Mr. Sonnett. Thus,
the night ended with a thank-you gift to Mr. Sonnett, an original
song written by the members of the rock band, thanking Mr.
Sonnett for all that he has done for them, as well as every band
member in the middle school.
This is just a sampling of the wonderful music played by
our school’s various bands:
6th Grade: “Sweet Caroline”, “Y.M.C.A”, “The Star
Spangled Banner”
7th and 8th Grade: “Viva La Vida”, “Caprice”, “7 Nation Army”, “Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite”
SMS Rock Band: “Feels”, “Castle on the Hill”, “Havana”, “Believer”, “Adventure
of a Lifetime”
By: Katherine Ren
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In The Heights a Great Success!
Every year, the Secaucus High School and Secaucus Middle
School put on a musical production that entertains the entire community of Secaucus. This year, the schools decided to put on a musical called “In the Heights”, which is a musical that is set over
three days during a heat wave in July. It is takes place in the largely Hispanic-American neighborhood of Washington Heights in
New York City, which influences a lot of the music and dialogue
of this musical.
This musical has music and lyrics written by Lin-Manuel Miranda, who was the lead of “In the Heights” and was the star and
author of “Hamilton”. Although this is a Broadway show, Secaucus put on “In the Heights” with its own interpretation. Thanks to
Mrs.Lamitina, Mr.Siafakas, and Jody Jaron, the Secaucus cast of
“In the Heights” had put on an amazing performance that showed
the hard work and dedication of the entire cast. This show also
featured so many talented people and that talent was shown as the
cast worked vigorously on “In the Heights” throughout the
months that led up to April.
After many long and arduous practices, the cast had finally put
on the show for everyone to see. The audiences were thrilled by
the talent they witnessed on stage. In the end, “In the Heights”
was a spectacular show, especially as it is only a high school production. This musical brought everyone closer and it was a way to
showcase everyone’s unique talents. If you want to be a part of the
next musical production, you should definitely audition, as you
will learn and grow from the experience and make many lifelong
friendships.
By: Smriti Chopra
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Luxury Space Hotel 2022
Have you ever dreamed of visiting space as if you
were on a vacation? Now, Orion Span, a space-tech
company, is planning to make those dreams come
true. They have announced that they plan to launch
the Aurora Space Station, “the first-ever luxury space
hotel in 2021 and will start to take visitors by 2022.”
Visitors will be in the space station for 12 days. Before, people have been sent to the International Space
Station on a round-trip ticket costing $20 to $40 million. According to National Geographic, the price of a
ticket per person will be $9.5 million, which is about
$791,666 per night. This cost is much lower in comparison and the reason for this is the shrinking of
launch prices.

The Aurora Space Station will be able to hold
a total of 6 people, 4 visitors and 2 crew members.
The space station will be launched at a distance of 200
miles from the surface of the Earth and will be the
size of the cabin of a large private jet. The picture
shows the size of the Aurora Station, which will have
a length of 43.5 feet and a diameter of 14.1 feet. In
comparison to the International Space Station (ISS),
the Aurora Station is much smaller.

Originally, before going into space,
travelers would be trained for 24 months, but
now Orion Span has cut this training down to a
mere 3 months.
So, what can guests do aboard the station? There are numerous activities for visitors.
They can roam around in zero gravity, be able
to grow edible plants and take them home, and
be able to livestream with friends and family at
home. In addition, according to National Geographic, the Aurora Space Station will orbit the
Earth every 90 minutes and will include 16 sunrises and sunsets every 24 hours, enabling
guests to witness spectacular views.
It may seem unbelievable, but Orion
Span is only one of the companies working on
making this experience possible. Plans were
recently announced for a four room hotel addition to the ISS, costing $40 million per person.
Furthermore, Axiom Space, another space-tech
company, plans to take people to the ISS by
2019 and to launch a commercial space station
by 2024. In fact, Orion Span plans to launch
similar stations if the Aurora Space Station is
successful and even launch plans to sell other
stations, “as the world’s first condominiums in
space.”
In the end, the Aurora Space Station is
just the tip of the iceberg for human life in
space. In the future, we can expect many more
people to be living in space in their own homes.
By: Ayush Agarwal

PAGE

10

2
The boy’s and girl’s track teams had a productive season this year.
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Led by Coach Segro and Coach Yannetti, the first track meet was at
home against Dwight Englewood, Ho-Ho Kus, and Leonia. Secaucus
took the win! The next three meets were not won by us, but the team
showed great persistence and did not let the losses affect the morale of

the team.
The team then headed to the championship meet in Waldwick, where
many of our student/athletes surpassed their personal records. All in all,
the season was spectacular and our athletes turned in amazing performances.
By: Bailey Fearon

“The measure of who
we are is
what we do
with what we
have.”
-Vince
Lombardi

Page 11

Track Team
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STEM NIGHT
Think of something you use every day. You might have thought of your smartphone or computer. Now, you may already know the general idea of S.T.E.M. stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, yet you are probably wondering how do they all tie together! This is
when S.T.E.M educators come in, teaching tomorrow’s generation about the tools accessible to them
in today's day and age, and how to utilize them to innovate our world. S.T.E.M brings scientific discoveries and uses them to create technological advances that will engineer our nation and the world,
all while using smart calculations to determine the backbone of each idea. S.T.E.M educators at
SMS, Ms. Marissa Capobianco, and Ms. Antonia Ricciardi, devised hands-on projects for the students to show at S.T.E.M. Night.
S.T.E.M Night was held April 18th, 2018, and
the students and their parents were invited to come
and tour the prototypes, projects, and innovations of
the student body, as well as to participate in the
S.T.E.M challenge! Although there were specific criteria for these assignments, the creative and innovative side of every student showed. Parents took a
look at their own child’s project and were beaming at
the hard work put into every project.
Later on, there was an on-site Engineering
Design challenge! Teams of up to five students were
working with their parents, and the challenge specifications were to be revealed the night of. The challenge was an exciting one indeed! Teams had to
create a structure using different types of paper in
limited amounts; the top of the structure had to be

able to hold a softball without toppling over. Then
the structures that held the ball would be measured and the highest tower would win!. In the end,
Deborah and Sarah Biru were declared the winners! The sisters, along with their mother, were
very ecstatic, as were Ms. Capobianco and Mrs.
Ricciardi. Everyone left with a bit more knowledge
than they had coming in, and they all came out of
the event marveling at the students’ hard work!
Ms. Capobianco expressed the same feeling saying, “We are so proud of the students and their
families!” Ms.Ricciardi added, “S.T.E.M Night exceeded our expectations!”.
The attendees expressed a desire to have this
event be a yearly one, and middle school students
are continuing end- of- year projects with the S.T.E.M engineers. A heartfelt thank-you goes out to
the S.T.E.M. teachers for cultivating the minds of today’s generation.
By: Sophia Benavente
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You Spoke...We Listened !
By: Sarah Biru & Dionna Durham

Q: How can I improve my self image?
A: One thing that you should try not to do is
compare yourself to others. In complete honesty, comparing yourself to someone else is
something quite unhealthy. There can be unrealistic [beauty] expectations of people in the
media that one may try to be or accomplish,
however, you should be your own person as
well as be more confident in yourself. You
could try expressing your confidence to yourself by looking in the mirror and telling yourself all of the traits about yourself that you like
and/or admire.

This being our final installment of the year of “You
Spoke, We Listened”, we want
to thank all who contributed to
our column. Your comments
and questions were timely and
important. We valued each
one of them. A huge shout out
to Mrs. Sciscilo who helped to
professionally guide us
through this new endeavor.
Have a great summer and
be kind to one another!

Q: Is there any kind of “big brother” program
for 6th grade?
A: The high school has just started to begin a
project similar to this. They have volunteered
to take part in this “big brother program” by
working with the younger children in the middle school, more specifically the sixth grade.
Q: Our halls are so overcrowded. Please do
something—can classes be at different
times?
A: We completely agree! The halls are so
overcrowded and getting stuck in traffic is a
pain in the neck. Although the classes cannot
be scheduled at different times, an alternate
choice could be to take a different route to
class (if possible). Another interesting point to
add, a new policy could be in the works regarding the obnoxious traffic in the halls. The
policy may be something like having sixth
graders walk to the left and other grades like
seventh and eighth to the right. However, it is
too soon to say what the policy will be exactly.
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8th Grade Visits “The City of Brotherly Love”

On Tuesday, June 12th, the Secaucus Middle School eighth grade ventured to Philadelphia for its annual class trip. The students had gorgeous
weather to walk around and explore sights such as the Liberty Bell, Benjamin Franklin’s home, Betsy Ross’s home,
and the National Constitution Center.

Thank-you to Mrs. Taylor for planning
this trip, and thank-you to all the chaperones
who took time from their schedules to watch
over us and keep us safe.
-Staff
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Class of 2018
Yearbook signing breakfast and slide show
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Character Education: Band—Aid Drive
The Secaucus Middle School Character Education Club donated over 500 Band-Aids to St. Joseph's Children’s Hospital in Paterson, NJ. Advisors, Pat Cocucci, Don Somerset, and S.M.S. math educator Alexandra
Faro, were received by hospital liaisons, Kristin Suto and Marybeth Cunniff. Ms. Suto led the advisors on a
tour of the pediatric center and explained how the Band-Aids would be used and distributed.
Ms.Suto explained the Character Education Club will be receiving a letter from the hospital in the future
detailing the specific use of the donation. Special thanks to two teachers who went above and beyond in the
collection of Band-Aids from their classrooms, Toni-Ann Palmisano and Alexandra Faro. The Character Education Club will look to continue their work with the hospital in the coming 2018-2019 school year.

SERVICE DOG VISITS SMS
SMS recently had the pleasure of visiting
with service dog, Chipper. Chipper is part of
an association called The Bright and Beautiful Therapy Dogs, Inc., owned by Secaucus
resident, Stephanie Finelli. The students were
able to walk and play ball with him. Chipper’s amiable disposition makes the students
feel cool, calm, and collected!
SMS looks forward to visiting with Chipper again next year!

