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CORMAC CARNEY, CLASS OF 1977
Cormac James Carney was born in Detroit, Michigan, to parents of Irish descent who were both medical doctors. His parents immigrated to the United States in pursuit of their medical careers, ultimately settling in Long Beach, California.
Cormac attended St. Anthony High School where he excelled
in academics as well as athletics, pursuing both with passion
and focus. He was a star athlete for the Saints as a guard in
basketball and a wide receiver in football.
Following his graduation from St. Anthony High School in
1977, Cormac attended the United States Air Force Academy
before transferring to the University of California, Los Angeles. At UCLA, he joined the football team as a wide receiver.
He played three years for the Bruins, from 1980-1982, leading the team in receptions and receiving yards in each season.
Cormac finished his UCLA football career with a record of 108
receptions, 1,909 yards and eight touchdowns. Among Carney’s many accomplishments at UCLA include First Team Academic All-American Team in 1981-82, the first ever by a UCLA
Bruin to win the honor twice in a row, and All-Pacific-10
honors as a wide receiver. Cormac was a Rhodes Scholar candidate, a winner of the Jack R. Robinson UCLA Football Team
Scholastic Achievement Award, the highest scholarship for a
senior player, and UCLA All-Around Excellence Award winner
for his character, leadership, and sportsmanship. In 1982 he
was named Long Beach Century Club’s Athlete of the Year.
Cormac obtained his undergraduate degree, cum laude, from
UCLA in Psychology in 1983.
After college, Cormac briefly flirted with professional football.
He was picked up by the New York Giants, but his stay was
short. Following his time with the Giants, he played for one
season with the Memphis Showboats of the United States
Football League. By the time the 1984 season ended, Cormac’s passion for football began to wane and he considered
alternative careers that interested him morally and intellectually, as well as offering opportunity for public service. He
chose law and was accepted into Harvard Law School, receiving an NCAA Post-Graduate Scholarship to pursue his studies.
Cormac began his tenure as a student at Harvard Law School
in 1984 where he met his best friend and future wife, Mary
Beth Fagerson, a fellow classmate. He reflects back on his
marriage and children, considering them his “greatest contribution to the world.” He credits Mary Beth for their close
family and their three children’s accomplishments.
Cormac earned his Juris Doctor degree in 1987. After graduation, he practiced business litigation with local law firm
Latham & Watkins LLP in 1987 and then joined the nationally
recognized law firm of O’Melveny & Meyers in 1991. He
became a litigation partner at the same law firm in 1995,
gaining more experience in a wide variety of business litigation specialties.
Following 15 years of private practice, Governor Gray Davis
appointed Cormac Carney as a Judge for the California Superior Court in Orange County. In 2003, he was nominated by
President George W. Bush to serve on the US District Court for
the Central District of California. Judge Carney was confirmed
in April 2003 by the United States Senate and received his
commission, carrying on in this capacity serving on the US
District Court to this day.
Even years after his football days at UCLA and the USFL,
Cormac is still receiving athletic awards. In 2005, Judge
Carney was inducted into the Academic All-America Hall of
Fame, honored for his profession and impact on his community. In 2008, he received the NCAA Silver Anniversary Award
which recognizes former student-athletes who excel in their
chosen profession following their college career.

