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Four Wrestlers Place at State Tournament
By Shelby Wampole
Class of 2021
Miami — At the beginning of the 2018-19 Miami
wrestling season, Coach
Andre Blake predicted that
he would have some state
placers — and his predictions were correct.
A few weeks after Division IV sectionals, Blake
and his seven state qualifiers headed to the state
tournament.
Blake’s qualifiers include seniors Michael
Mowrey, and David Pena;
sophomores Jacob Gonzales, Skylar Guerrero,
Christopher Shadle, and

Luiz Romero; and freshman Diego Pena.
Their season ended
with a bang — the Vandals had four state placers, including Mowrey
in third, David Pena in
fourth, Guerrero in sixth,
and Shadle in sixth. Blake
was very satisfied with the
outcome.
“I’m happy with the results, but at the same time,
I know that we can do better, and I know that we
have a lot of work to do for
the future,” Blake said.
Although the season
flew by pretty quickly, the
memories made and the
season itself are things the

wrestlers, managers and
coaches will never forget.
Also, if you’re thinking
about wrestling next year,
you may want to get your
fix of exercise and training
as soon as possible.
If you ever have the
chance to do cardio, work
out, play a spring sport or
join off-season wrestling,
take full advantage of it!
This year’s team captains highly encourage
any upcoming freshmen
or anyone who is thinking
about wrestling to seize the
opportunity and join.
“Put your all into it,
trust the coaches and enjoy it,” Mowrey said.
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Left to right: state placers Michael Mowrey (third place), Skylar Guerrero
(sixth place), Chris Shadle (sixth place) and David Pena (fourth place).

Japanese Club Attends Festival Sixth Grade to Make Move to MHS
By Roxanne Bosquez
Class of 2019

Photo by Dan Hill

The Miami High School Japanese Club traveled to Phoenix on Feb. 24.
After visiting the beautiful Japanese Friendship Garden, the students
headed to the Heritage Center, where they visited the 35th annual Japanese
Matsuri (festival). This is the fourth year the club has attended the festival
where they can enjoy dozens of food, cultural, and craft booths.

Miami — At its February
meeting, the Miami School
Board voted to move sixth
grade students to Miami
Jr./Sr. High School, beginning with the 2019-20
school year.
How the Miami school
buildings work is that there
are three buildings with students in grades pre-12. Bejarano Elementary goes
from K-3rd, Lee Kornegay
Intermediate goes from
4th-6th, and Miami Jr./Sr.
High goes 7th-12th, with a
section made for preschool.
Miami leadership has decided that moving the 6th
graders down to the high

school is the best way to improve their test scores. The
sixth graders are in the same
curriculum as the seventh
and eighth graders, so it
only makes sense that they
are grouped together.
With the sixth graders
coming down to the high
school buildings, the preschool will be moving up
to Bejarano, with the third
graders moving to Lee
Kornegay. The principals at
the three respective schools
have all agreed that this is
the best choice for their students.
Jr./Sr. High School
principal Glen Lineberry
explained that, “We want to
keep the younger students
safe and out of trouble,” so

he’ll be keeping sixth graders as separated from the
high schoolers as possible.
Not all the information is
available yet, since this is
still a fairly new idea. It is
possible that the sixth graders will have a separate
lunch and breakfast than
the seventh and eighth
graders.
Plans to make a small
area outside for the sixth
graders to eat lunch have
been talked about, but
nothing has been finalized.
Lineberry’s main goal is
the education and well being of his students.
If you have any questions
please call the front office of
Miami Jr./Sr. high school,
at 928-425-3271.
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Miami Students Take
Noriega, GEAR UP Prepare
Students for Life After High School Part in Filming Movie
By Mario Pierce
Class of 2020
Miami — The GEAR
UP program involves
students at Miami High
School in the class of
2020.
The program started
in 2015, the students’ seventh grade year, and is
continuing to their graduation. GEAR UP is an
acronym that stands for
Gaining Early Awareness
and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs.
This program was provided thanks to a grant
from Eastern Arizona College, which has partnered

with many schools, including Miami.
Linda Noriega is the
GEAR UP academic adviser for Miami and organizes scholarships, college
fairs, career days and prepares students for college.
She also helps with things
like FAFSA, financial aid
and job shadowing.
Noriega loves to work
with younger kids to help
with their futures, and enjoys working one on one
with them.
She has collaborated
with Andre Blake’s business class and had many
college trips.
The main goal in this

By Maya Batista
Class of 2022
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Pictured is GEAR UP coordinator Linda Noriega.
program is to build up a
leadership role and help
prepare students for life after high school.

“I want to build up the
program and have a strong
mentoring
program,”
Noriega stated.
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Miami — From Nov. 8
through Nov. 14, 2018, the
filming of the movie, “Patsy
Lee and the Keepers of the
Five Kingdoms,” by Brilliant Screen Productions
was filmed in Globe and
Miami.
Though the plot of this
movie has yet to be released,
it has been confirmed that
the cast of this movie includes James Hong, Michelle Fang, and Anna
Harr.
The producers of this
film hired about 80 crew
members, actors, and extras
of all ages, many of whom

attend Miami High School.
“I thought it was a lot
of fun! It was a once in a
lifetime opportunity,” said
Miami sophomore Sofia
Batista.
On Nov. 12, a large number of teenagers were called
to Bullion Plaza Cultural
Center and Museum in Miami from 10 a.m. through
11 p.m. to film two scenes
depicting an after-school
confrontation and a prom.
Many of the students arrived hours earlier because
of a false announcement for
the filming schedule.
For more information,
search “Patsy Lee and the
Keepers of the Five Kingdoms” on imdb.com.
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OPINION
As Graduation Nears, Reyes Looks
Back on His High School Career

I

would say that
my high school
years have been
all right overall because
there were lots of upsides
but probably an equal
amount of downsides.
There are many things
that I wouldn’t have
without high school: my
friends, my passion for
music, certain degrees of
knowledge from classes,
and most importantly my
loving girlfriend, Monica.
My freshman year had
a great start; I was always
hanging with my friends,
having fun in band, and

getting decent grades. It
was a booming year for
me, and I could even say
I enjoyed this school year
looking back on it now.
We even got good rankings in our band competitions!
Sophomore year was
an OK year for me, as
lots of things stayed the
same but got harder.
Two specific classes gave
me lots of trouble: Biology and world history.
I just didn’t do well in
those and failed them,
which was a first for me.
It was around this year
that I realized that school

was going to give me a lot
of trouble because of my

By Marco Reyes
Class of 2019
procrastination
issues.
It really wasn’t a happy

time for me, and I could
even say it was a depressing time. Two things that
were big impacts came
into my life this year,
however: my dream to do
music, and I started dating Monica.
Junior year was a lot different because my grades
were actually good, and
it was a very easy school
year. The band was in a
bad condition because
we lost many members,
and we didn’t even compete. Plus, I started playing guitar and still have
lots of fun with it.
Senior year has felt

like a combination of all
my previous high school
years. It’s been a great
year, however. I’d say the
only downsides are that
I’ve drifted away from my
friends a bit, and this will
be the last year I’ll do anything high school related.
A big upside is that
I’ve gotten a lot closer to
my little brother, Martin.
This year I feel like I’ve
grown a lot and feel truly
like myself. I would say
my freshmen and senior
years have been the best.
As much as I dislike high
school, it really isn’t that
bad.

Vandal Voices: How Do You Feel About the Boys
Basketball Team Making it to the State Playoffs?
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Jalen Pike: It was very
exciting to get to watch
the boys play. I enjoyed it
very much.”

Ryan Powell: “It’s been a
minute. I am so happy that
the team made it. We’re
not the same team from the
beginning of the year!”

Jessica Garcia and Adriana Marinez: “Very exciting! We
imagined it to be like High School Musical! Go Vandals!”

Langdon Koyayesva:
“I would like to give a big
thank you to coach Vargas
for making my senior year
amazing.”

The Vandal War Cry is
published every quarterly by Miami High
School’s Journalism
program. Any letters to
the editor, advertising
queries and general
correspondence
can be sent to
greenmachine@
miamiusd40.org.
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Pom Team Takes Sixth Place at State Competition

Courtesy photos

On Feb. 2, the Miami High School Pom team competed in the AIA State Spiritline Competition at Estrella Foothills High School in Goodyear.
Miami competed in the Division 3 Rural Pom category and took sixth place. The team’s coaches are Racquel O’Connor and Angel Horta. Pictured
are Arianna Owens, Audrey Ownsby, Karrie Rumsower, Kaylee Hodson, Aubree Gardner, Obreona Horta and Carina Rodriguez,

Quezada, Garcia Receive Recognition

Tennis Team Ready for Season

Miami
—
Jasenia
Quezada and Jessica Garcia earned postseason accolades for their work with
the Miami girls basketball
team this season. Quezada,
a sophomore point guard,
was named Second-Team
All-Region for the 2A
South Region. She was the
only player not from San
Carlos, Desert Christian or
Globe to be named to the
All-Region team.
Quezada averaged a
team-high 10.1 points per
game during Region play
and also led Miami with
18 three-pointers, 37 assists
and 85 steals. At Miami’s
postseason banquet on Feb.
8, Quezada was also named
Miami’s Offensive MVP.
Junior shooting guard
Jessica Garcia earned Hon-

By Mackenzie Weaver
Class of 2022

Photo by Lacey Hamlett

Jasenia Quezada (left) and Jessica Garcia are pictured with coach Marc Marin.
orable Mention status on
the All-Region team. She
posted per-game averages
of 4.6 points, 5.7 rebounds
and 3.4 steals and led Miami with 101 deflections.
She was named Miami’s
Defensive MVP.
“Jasenia and Jessica

were both very deserving
of the recognition they received,” said Miami coach
Marc Marin. “They were
our leaders all season, and I
could count on them every
single game. I look forward
to their continued improvement next season.”

Miami — Earlier this
month, the highly anticipated Miami tennis season
started. With a team full
off new and old players,
this season is sure to be a
challenging one.
“Both teams will be
young, so I expect to win
some, although they don’t
have much experience.
We’ll have a nice season
and hopefully a winning
one. It will be tough,
but hopefully we will
get someone through to
state,” said coach Cherry
Roberds.
Roberds has been
coaching for more than 50
years and is looking forward to this year’s turn-

out.
“I estimate we have
right about 11 boys and
about 10 girls. That’s a
start,” said Roberds.
When asked about
what it takes to be successful at tennis, she said
“You have to be athletic,
with a good work ethic
and you have to work hard
because other teams don’t
have everyday coaches.
They have pros, while
we are just a homegrown
team. You can’t be someone who just sits on the
couch with their phones.
You have to go out and be
athletic, committed, and a
hard worker.”
Both the girls and boys
teams seem very excited
and ready for their newest
season to take off and show

what they can do and all
the effort they are putting
into what they love.
“It’s hard but pretty
fun,” stated sophomore
Kaleb Watson.
Miami’s next match
will be at Miami today at
3:30 p.m. against Scottsdale Christian.
“I want to become good
so I can lead next year,
and I want to help people
become better. It’s not really about the winning,
it’s about the fun.
“In reality it has never
been about the winning;
it’s about believing in
yourself,” said freshman
Lacey Hamlett.
Friends and memories
will be made as well as
lasting bonds and lucky
students going to state.
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Lady Vandals Look to Continue Winning Ways
By Shelby Blanco
Class of 2021
Miami — This season
is set to be an interesting
season for the Miami Lady
Vandals softball team!
The ladies have multiple freshmen who have
tried out and made the
team, along with returning sophomores and juniors.
Last year, the Lady
Vandals softball team
went undefeated in the
2A South Region conference and qualified for the
2A State Playoffs. The
returning players are Samantha Gonzales, Shelby
Blanco, Cheyenne Lee,
Gabrielle Herman, Jasenia Quezada, Gabi Cabrera, Madison Palmer and

Skylar Rogers.
The new players are Andria Button, Elizabeth Matthews, Develca McLaughlin,
Alicia
Santiago,
Mackenzie Anthony, Juana
Santiago, Ellieigh Reeder,
Selena Corso Brianna Gabler and Carmen Arrellin.
The players and coaching
staff are very excited for the
upcoming season.
According to head
coach Sammy Gonzales,
“My hopes are to continue
the success from last year,
and to be at the top of our
conference.”
At the start of the season, the team had to practice in the gym for a week
due to the storms. The
Lady Vandals are excited
to finally be outside and
practicing on the field!

Photo by Sammy Gonzales

The Miami softball team is excited for the 2019 season. The Lady Vandals host Globe on March 8.

Boys Basketball Team Advances to Round of 16 in State Playoffs

Photo by John Petty (K&K Photography)

The Miami Vandals had a successful 2018-19 season, advancing all the way to the round of 16.

Miami — The 2018-19
season proved to a very successful one for the Miami
boys basketball team, as the
Vandals finished with an
11-9 record and advanced
to the round of 16 in the 2A
state playoffs.
Miami, which competed
in the 2A South Region,
posted a 10-8 record in the
regular season, including a
9-5 mark in Region play.
The Vandals twice defeated
San Miguel, Desert Christian, San Carlos and Santa
Rita. They split two games
with San Manuel.
Out of 48 teams in 2A,
Miami finished the regular
season ranked 16th, and

faced off against No. 17 Valley (Sanders) for the opportunity to play in the state
tournament.
Playing in front of their
home crowd, Miami defeated Valley 68-58 and
advanced to play No. 2 Alchesay in Prescott. Alchesay
ended Miami’s season with
an 81-40 victory.
Senior Matheu Escobedo was named first-team
All-Region, while junior
Jayden Goss was named
to the second team. Junior
Michael Troglia, sophomore Tanner Peery and
freshman Matthew Riddle
received honorable mention.
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Miami Students Start Local Math League Chapter
By Haleigh Catrone
Class of 2022
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Math League members pose for a photo.

Miami — Math League
is in its first year at Miami High School.
Math League is a competition meant to inspire
students and get them
excited about higher level math.
Jenn Walker, the college counselor at MHS,
sponsored Math League
because Sreevelmurugan
Vamadevan (Mr. M.) was
looking for someone to
support the students who
could participate.

“I volunteered to take
that on because I really
see the value in a competition like this, giving students a chance to
work together in a different way, and especially
on something like math,
where they might usually
think of it as something
boring. But if you go to a
competition, that makes
it kind of fun,” Walker
says.
There were quite a few
people who had originally
joined Math League and
then some who went to
the meetings, as they met

every Thursday. About
10 students attended the
competition.
The competition was
held at St. Augustine
Catholic High School in
Tucson on Jan. 24.
Some other competi-

(928) 425-8212
1324 N. Broad St.
Globe, AZ 85501
Glass, Windows,Mirrors
Screens
Store Front
Emergency Board-up
Heavy Equipment Glass

We look forward to
serving you
-James & Gina Langley

Free Estimates-Licensed-Bonded-Insured

tors in the competition
were Sonoran Science
Academy and University
High School.
For more information
on joining Math League,
contact Walker or visit
www.mathleague.org.
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Big News at
Inspiration
By Alejandro Angeles
Class of 2020

Perfect Playlist: ‘In Yer Feelz’
By Cassandra
Cummings
Class of 2021

P

laylists are a
very popular
thing among
people of all ages. Almost
everyone turns to music when they’re happy
or sad, mostly because
music has a wide range
of expressions and emotions.
Some people aren’t as
expressive about their
feelings as others, so
they turn to music as an
escape and they learn to
love artists and dislike
others. Here is a playlist
consisting of 20 songs,

perfect for when you’re
“In Yer Feelz.”
“Rory” by Foxing
“Remedy For a Broken Heart”
by XXXTENTACION
“Changes”
by
XXXTENTACION
“Sunlight
On
Your Skin”
by Lil’ Peep
“When
The Party’s Over” by
Billie Eilish
“Liability” by Lorde
“Feels” by Kiara
“I Hate Everything

About You” by Three
Days Grace
“You’re Beautiful” by
James Blunt
“Beautiful Pain” by
Eminem
“Cleanin’ Out My
Closet” by
Eminem
“I Fall
Apart” by
Post Malone
“Stairway
to
Heaven” by Led Zeppelin
“Space Oddity” by
David Bowie
“This is Me” from The

Greatest Showman
“Truce” by Twenty
One Pilots
“I Miss You” by
Blink-182
“Blame it On Me” by
Post Malone
“Lullaby” by Nickleback
“Loss For Words” by
Landon McNamara
This playlist can be
found on Spotify; just
search the name “In Yer
Feelz” and make sure
it’s by Cassandra Cummings!
If you have a suggestion
for the theme of the next
Perfect Playlist, please
email greenmachine@miamiusd40.org.

Miami — After being vacant for about 17 years, Inspiration School in Miami,
is finally being put to use.
Inspiration will become
apartments around the year
2021. The Miami Unified
School District owns the
building, and these plans
have been in progress since
the spring of 2018.
The developer Butler
Housing will oversee the
project. The apartment
complex will contain three
separate two-story buildings and categories A, B,
and C. Category A is a

standard
one-bedroom,
one-bath apartment. B is
a two-bedroom, one-bath.
Category C is a three-bedroom, two-bath for the average family size. The pricing will range from $130 for
a one bedroom to $630 for
a three bedroom.The property has a basketball court,
which will be turned into
parking lots.
“With this plan the
building will be a great
establishment for many
people to live in,” said Miami High School principal
Glen Lineberry. “And will
no longer be a vacant building for people to break into
or do anything illegal.”

(928) 425- 7676

Patty Stallings-Hetrick, Broker (928) 200-2885
Kevin Nolan, Realtor (928) 812-3026
Jessy Perkins, Realtor (928) 275-0054
Cheryl Cowan-Sterkenburg, Realtor(928)8122181
Marci Stallings, Realtor (928)200-3283
1635 E. Ash St. Globe,Az 85501
(Next to Dairy Queen)
www.stallingsandlong.com
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advice
What to do if You Hear That Your Crush Likes You
Q: I am nervous
about asking my crush
out for Prom. I’ve liked
her for a while but
haven’t been able to talk
to her.
There have been rumors of her liking me
that I have heard around
school, but I am not sure
if they are true or not.
What do you think I
should do about it?
A: I hope you get
the girl. However, before
rushing into a relationship, I think you should
talk to her more and get

to know her for who she
really is.
You can also ask her
best friends if the rumors
are true, because you
shouldn’t believe rumors
are true unless you have
solid facts or proof.
The other option is
just asking her. Rejection is a part of love, and
getting hurt is just a part
of life.
In my opinion, bad relationships and ones that
end are just getting you
ready to find your soulmate.

Q: I recently got into a a while, they fight a lot
relationship with some- and I don’t know what to
one I have
do. So I have
known for
two
quesa long time.
tions. With
Although
most friendtwo or three
ships,
you
months ago
aren’t
suphe was in a
posed to date
relationship
exes, but we
with
my
basically just
best friend
switched.
and
they
Was that an
broke up,
OK
thing
By Victor Vandal
now she is
to do? And,
dating my
how do I get
ex.
them to stop
Even though it’s been fighting so much? They

fight over the simplest of
things, and they are always blaming each other. In my opinion, they
are both at fault.
A: Well, good for you
for finding someone to
be with on Valentine’s
Day. I’m happy for you,
but do they know how
their fights are affecting you? I think that you
need to talk to them and
explain your opinion.
One of them might
be mad for a while, but
if they truly want to be
with you as your friend

or partner, they will find
a way to get over it.
Even though most
friends don’t want other
friends dating exes, there
should be exceptions.
I am guessing that you
have known him for the
longer amount of time,.
Additionally, she is dating someone you used to
have feelings for.
If she is mad, you can
point out that she is doing the same thing.
If you truly have feelings for him, then go for
it!
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