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BART Cautiously Optimistic About Building Expansion
Project manager and architect? Check. Funding plan?
Check. Community support? Check. BART continues to move
forward with its building expansion, with the hopes that
ground can break in May on the 10,500-square-foot addition
and the 5,500-square-foot renovation. The delay was announced
on April 7th in response to
higher-than-expected bids.
The month of April will be
spent ensuring the project
can stay within the budget!
“If it can’t be done with
this design, we will need
to reconsider the project
scope and delay until we
get it right.” said Executive
Director Julia Bowen.

Register now for
Get BART Smart
2014!
Now in its seventh year, Get BART Smart!
continues to change what you think you
know about fundraising events. This dynamic (and sometimes challenging) trivia
night has a loyal following and is always
an absolute blast.
On Saturday, May 3rd, teams of BART
supporters will compete in a trivia contest throughout BART classrooms, vying
for the title of Valedictorian. This year’s
class schedule includes Technology 101,
a Citizenship Test and the always grueling SAT Room.
Mezze will serve drinks and a light dinner
to kick off the evening. Participants will
also have the opportunity to shop at the
silent auction – with great items such as
Disney Park Passes, a private tour of the
High Line park in NYC, signed memorabilia from the Boston Red Sox and much,
much more. Registration is quick and
easy, register today to secure your place
on the roster by visiting www.bartcharter.org/v2/news-events/gbs/ or by calling (413) 743-7311 ext. 132.
Can’t wait to see you in class!

BART Welcomes
New Trustee
Marnie Sommer
BART’s Board of Trustees features some
of the county’s foremost educational,
business and community leaders, and is
thrilled to add Marnie Sommer to its ranks.
Ms. Sommer, an attorney with Donovan
& O’Connor based in North Adams, first
became involved with BART through the
board’s development committee. As an
attorney, she specializes in disability
insurance, private and public workers’
compensation, domestic relations and
litigation. She lives in Adams, MA. “It is
always beneficial to have a legal mind

Marnie Sommer joins BART’s Board of Trustees

serving on the board,” says Executive
Director Julia Bowen, “and a young and
dynamic woman such as Marnie is an
excellent addition as we continue our
trajectory of growth and development.”

www.bartcharter.org
Visit our website for more information. If you have questions or you would
like to set up a tour, please contact Leah Thompson at 413-743-7311 xt.168
or leah.thompson@bartcharter.org.

munity meetings. The new structure will include a proper home
for these activities, with dedicated spaces for fitness, theater
and meals.
The

Greenfield,

MA

architecture firm, Jones Whitsett
Architects, has designed the
modest addition to enable
BART teachers and administration to provide an even
more dynamic and creative
learning environment while
staying within the budgetary constraints of a charter
school. Massachusetts does
not currently provide capital
support to charter schools,
so it was of the utmost
importance to BART’s Board
of Trustees to keep the expansion to a scale that would
not compromise the school’s
solid financial footing.

The current building sees
creative use of all of its
space, but Ms. Bowen knew
that it was time to expand.
“While we have succeeded
in providing an exemplary
Jones Whitsett Architects’ rendering of BART’s new entrance
When students return to
academic curriculum, our
campus in the fall of 2014,
existing facility does not alBART hopes the project will be nearing completion. Students
low us to provide the rich arts programming that we know to
have been eagerly awaiting the new building: “Now, in class,
be fundamental to our students’ future success.” The affectionwe have to set up a little portable stage in the atrium, and it’s
ately dubbed “café-gyma-torium” is the main gathering space
just not as good as the real thing,” says 10th grader Lauren
for the school, as well as the cafeteria, the gymnasium on cold
Cornell. “I am really excited at the idea of having a theater!”
days, the theater for performances and the auditorium for com-
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BART Students
Rally Against
Bullying
Compassion, support, acceptance, kindness and empathy are characteristics of
healthy, positive relationships. Recognizing this, BART’s student council set out
to spread the word.
The BART Student Ambassadors pose with seniors at the Adams Council on Aging’s Halloween party

BART Ambassadors Out and About
When asked why she chose to be a Student Ambassador, 11th grader Kuwanna
Bobbitt says she “knew that it was important to get involved in the community.”
Simply put: BART students are what’s great
about BART. With that
knowledge in mind, Development Coordinator
Leah Thompson set out
to establish a group to
serve as liaisons to the
outside community. Seven 10th- and 11th-grade
students make up the
BART Student Ambassadors. Each student
was unanimously nominated by school
administration as exemplary and best

suited to represent BART. The nominees
then completed an application process
to become official ambassadors.
These students lead
tours of the school, set
a positive example for
their peers and seek out
opportunities to participate in and improve their
community both on and
off campus. Ambassador
volunteer activities have
included working at the
Berkshire Museum over
February break, joining
the seniors at the Berkshire Council on
Aging for a Halloween party and taking
part in a local civics club meeting.

BART Competes in State-Wide
Drama Competition
On Saturday, March 1st, BART traveled
to Leominster High School to compete
in the preliminary round of the state
High School Festival. Eight schools each
presented a 40-minute one-act play.
BART Music and Drama instructor Allen
Livermore reported that “each show
was of a very high caliber, some virtually
professional quality.”

of hundreds of
theater students
and
especially
enjoyed
performing on the
48-foot
stage
equipped
with
professional
lighting.

BART took the stage at 5:30 PM and
delivered their rendition of “The Devil in
Sherman Marsh.” The audience laughed
at every joke, and the applause at the
end of the performance was long and
loud. The BART actors and actresses
loved having an appreciative audience

The judges presented two BART
actors with All-Star Awards: Elizabeth
Laurin, for her portrayal of “Amber
Thompson,” and Epiphany Thomas, for
“Counselor Jones.” While these awards
were presented to individuals, the cast
knew that they were a testament to

When they sat down to discuss ways to
improve their school community, the Student Council decided that taking a stand
against bullying was the most important
thing that they could do. “At every school
there’s a little name-calling and people
get picked on,” said 10th-grader Anthony
Maonteleone. “At this school, it happens
a lot less. At my previous school, it was a
lot worse than it is here.”
On January 30th, with megaphones in
hand, the Student Council addressed the
entire middle and high school, imploring BART students to be a part of the
solution instead of the problem. They
presented purple rubber bracelets emblazoned with the words “compassion,”
“acceptance,” “kindness,” “support”
and “empathy.” Students received a
bracelet the following morning after
signing a pledge to end bullying.
The anti-bullying initiative didn’t end
with the rally and signed pledges. The
last Friday of each month is designated
as Friendship Friday; students are encouraged to participate in a Spirit Day
provided that they wear the anti-bullying
bracelet and embrace the spirit of the
campaign. “Making this school the best
environment possible, especially for the
younger kids, is what’s really important
here,” reflected Student Council president Cassidy Salvatore.

the talent and hard work of the entire
company.
Livermore reflected: “It was wonderful to see the students’ self-confidence
and self-worth rise a few levels in the
space of a day. They were accepted and
respected by peers who have a serious interest in theater.”

Meet Emma Wheat, Class of 2017
Emma Wheat hasn’t historically stayed
in one place for very long, but she is
happy to be planting her roots here at
BART. Growing up she moved a lot on
account of her father’s Army career. Now
you will mostly find her moving when she’s
running with the cross country team or on
her way to softball practice.
came
to
BART
in
the
Emma
7th grade and reports that she
immediately noticed the different dynamic offered by the close-knit school community. “It’s a comfortable place to learn;
it’s not awkward to speak in class because
you know everybody. You can be yourself
here, and you don’t have to worry.”
While Ms. Wheat is not yet sure what col-

lege she hopes to attend, she does know
that it will be close to the ocean but not
too far away from the Berkshires. She
aspires to be a veterinarian or a marine
biologist, having developed a love of
animals through working with horses when
she was younger. Emma reports that she’s
not had as much time for horses lately,
but she does enjoy her dog Lillie and her
cat Ari.
In addition to her studies, Emma enjoys
all things athletic, especially cross country, where she says she was able to learn
about herself and “know what it meant to
be a real part of a group.” Cross country
has helped her to build confidence that
she has been able to carry over into her
academic and social pursuits. When asked

Teammate Macie Fitch and Emma (right) pause for a
picture at a cross country meet

about her goals for the rest of freshman
year, Emma replied, “Just to keep my
grades up and stay involved. I know that it
counts, and I want very much to continue
on to college.”

After School Program Ramps
up for Summer 2014
It all started with an exploration of
various film genres and the study of
student-created movies. Next came the
careful crafting of a screenplay. After 3
trimesters of hard work, the actors and
directors of the Script to Screen program
will have created a movie of their very
own. Other offerings this year included
Food Adventures!, First Aid/Babysitting/
CPR, Healthy Momentum, 100 Mile Club,
and many more.
All in all, the opening year for the
21st Century After School Program at
BART was a huge success. With over 100
students enrolled each trimester, after school has never been more active.
The February vacation program saw a
good turnout, with two science offerings
and two theatre programs. Planning for
summer 2014 is now in full swing as
director Alexia Trainor looks to engage
even more of the student body. Many
courses similar to last summer’s program
will be offered again, such as Outdoor
Adventures, Hiking and Science, and
Theatre. The courses will run for three

Right: Students in
the Outdoor Adventures
program raft the
Deerfield river
Bottom: Script to Screen
actors, directors and
camera men at work on
the set of their movie

weeks beginning July 7 and will provide
students’ transportation and meals free
of charge. The 21st Century After School

Program is designed to enhance school
day learning with a hands-on approach
that is fun and educational.
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