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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends,
Thank you so much for the warm welcome you gave
to our Together in Mission speaker, Fr. Chris Ponnet
last weekend. His mission talk was very inspirational
and hopefully challenged you to pledge toward our
parish goal of $60,000. Pledge cards are in the pews,
please please pledge for our poorer Catholic brothers
and sisters in Christ. Thank you all who pledged.
The Gospel message Sunday after Sunday challenges
us all to look at our lives: identify those areas that
need change, act and make differences in our
relationships, in our faith, in the way we share our
gifts, in the way we love and be Christ to one another.
The prophet Jeremiah in the first scripture reading
today describes all those who rely totally on
themselves and not on God.
“...like a barren bush in the desert…”
-Book of the prophet Jeremiah
Jeremiah’s words are harsh. He uses the word
“cursed” on the one who turns away from the
Lord. But, the one who relies totally on the Lord is
“blessed” who puts all his love and trust in the Lord.
The one who totally trusts in God is like a bush
planted by the waters, fresh and fruitful, even in a
time of great drought, it is still fruitful and fresh.
So what are you?
Do you put your total trust in God or are you a barren
bush lifeless, fruitless, dry and parched? We all know
the way to true happiness. It is very easy,
BUT,
WHY are so many unhappy with life,
WHY are so many lacking true love,
WHY are so many angry,
WHY so many share gossip and untruths,
WHY are so many barren and lifeless,
MAYBE,
because they rely on their own instincts too much,
MAYBE they feel they are always right,
MAYBE they think they have all the answers and
never want advice from anyone,
MAYBE they are mean and selfish,
MAYBE they hold grudges and negative thoughts,
MAYBE they are unforgiving,
Jeremiah shows us the way, if you totally rely on
God, you will be blessed, you will be fruitful, even in
the most difficult moments in your lives. God is with
you, loves you, adores you, embraces you, forgives
you, and leads you to true and lasting happiness.

Jesus confirms this in the Gospel today. He shares all
those moments of blessedness in our lives. If we are
willing to do kind acts to others, willing to share our
gifts, our donations, our time, and our presence for
the good of all, then we too are blessed in the eyes of
God.
But when we deny God's ways, or refuse to share, or
do acts which are contrary to the law of love from
God, by going through the motions, or by trying to
look good in the sight of others even though our
actions are not true, Jesus says: “woe to you.”
The message is simple:
Trust in God,
Rely on His ways,
Be loving and caring to all,
Give unconditionally from whatever you have,
Be good,
Share love and forgiveness,
Then you will be blessed in the Lord.
JUST DO IT!
May GOD BLESS YOU!
If you are a young married couple or about to be
married, why not call me in the rectory. I want to
meet you. Let us gather and connect as a small
Christian community.
Thanks to all who attended Sr. Edith’s mini retreat
especially those who helped to set up.
On Tuesday the parish hosts the Deanery meeting, all
the pastors and deacons from the catholic parishes of
Long Beach will be in attendance. Special thanks to
the organizing committee.
During the past week I attended the following
meetings here in the parish, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Deanery Prep meeting, Fr. Bill and Fr. Al’s 60th
anniversary celebration, Parish Advisory committee,
and Parish Finance Committee. Just want to share
how inspired I am of all the parishioners who are
members of these committees with their willingness
to serve and help Our Lady of Refuge grow. Kudos to
you all.
Thank you all once again for your faithfulness
towards your parish community, for your presence
here Sunday after Sunday. For all those of you from
other faith traditions, it is truly a blessing seeing you
here week after week.
In Christ’s Peace,
Fr. Gerard
“If we practice seeing with the eyes of Jesus, we
will always be able to recognize those who need
our help.” - Pope Francis
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Parish News

On Feb 27th at 7 pm in the auditorium we are having an
inspirational evening talk for you. I have invited Fr Jim
Clark to share some thoughts with you all.

Nursing Home Party TODAY Refuge Young Adult

A man’s way to God. In this workshop we will explore
the unique spirituality of men in their approach to the
Divine. We will use stories, metaphors, prayer, ritual,
and input to unlock this dynamic relationship. Come
and join us!
Lector Ministry Have you heard the Word of God
proclaimed at Mass and thought, “I would love to do
that?” All one needs is the desire and love to proclaim
God’s Word and a voice to connect to our community.
To pursue this rewarding ministry, please call or text
Gerry Boyarski at 858-722-4332. If you call and I do
not answer, then please leave a message. You can also
reach me by email at grbplanes@gmail.com
Together in Mission Last weekend, Archbishop Gomez
invited all Catholics to make their annual commitment
to the 2019 Together in Mission Appeal. This year, our
parish has been asked to raise $60,000. If you and your
family have not had the opportunity to make your
pledge, I ask that you complete a pledge card found in
the pews, or make your pledge online by visiting
archla.org/give. Your gifts to Together in mission ensure
that every Catholic living in the Archdiocese has a
parish to celebrate their faith and access to a Catholic
school education. you are living your faith through your
actions when you support Together in Mission.
For Lent, Small Church Communities invites you, as
Jesus did, to "Come and See." Adult parishioners are
invited to experience a faith strengthening 2019 Lenten
Season by participating in weekly 90-minute Small
Church Communities group meetings hosted in the
home of parishioners or in the OLR conference room
for six consecutive weeks (March 4th through April 14).
What day or evening is best for you? The readings and
Gospel for the upcoming Sunday are discussed. A flyer/
sign-up sheet with be in the bulletins on Feb. 23 & 24
and SCC members will be at tables near the front doors
at all Masses. Information: Small Church Coordinator:
Tony McKeon (949) 874-6097
February 17 – Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary time In the Gospel today, Jesus
gives us the blessings of serving the poor,
hungry and weeping people, for you will
then rejoice and leap for joy. But Jesus also
teaches us the decisiveness of choice: blessing
or woe. Choosing to help those who are suffering will
fill your heart with the blessing of Jesus and indeed
your reward will be great in heaven.

Ministry will be joining Fr. Al during his periodic visits
to elders at nursing homes. Fr. Al brings cookies and
leads a group in singing. Please contact Aaron Napier if
you are interested in attending (619-787-6485 or
aaronnapier33@gmail.com). Ideally, we can meet there,
but if needed we can coordinate carpools.
Time: 3-4:30 p.m.
Where: Shoreline Healthcare Center
4029 East Anaheim, Long Beach, CA 90804

OLR Moms Group Catholic mothers can rely on

their faith to help them manage the challenges of their
vocation. We will gather once a month for fellowship.
This is a great way to form friendships with other
Catholic moms and promote our faith in our homes and
our community. Mothers of all ages and stages are
encouraged to join. If you are interested in joining or
would like more information please call the rectory
(562) 498-6641.
What is Spiritual Direction and how is it available to
me? Spiritual direction is confidentially companioning
one on a deeper journey with God and helping through
discernment to reach for the mountaintop, the reward of
transformation; therein, experiencing a wholeness,
which puts you in union with God, man, and all
creation. It can be life changing. Spiritual Direction can
be in two forms; 1) group or 2) individual. If you are
interested in knowing more or have questions, please
c o n t a c t C a t h y H o o v e r, 5 6 2 3 4 3 - 11 8 1 o r
cathy.hoover2@gmail.com

School News
Sign ups are now open for the
Catholic Youth Baseball League.
Teams are Co-ed and for children in
grades TK-8. All children of OLR are
welcome to sign up and play. For more
information and to sign up please contact
Coach Watson at pe@start.olrs.org

Miscellaneous
Ministry for the Divorced & Separated Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic Church in La Habra will be
hosting a 14-week program beginning Wed., Feb. 20,
2019 to support our brothers and sisters through the
emotional pain of divorce and separation. Every
Wednesday night from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Magnificat
Room of OLG at 900 W. La Habra Blvd., La Habra.
Donation is $35. Call Sandy Possehl for info: (909)
803-8613. Registration on first day of the group.

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday
8:00 am
9:30
11:30

2/17/19
Those in our parish
OLR Parishioners (Int)
who are sick and
cannot be here with
Peter Farrell (RIP)
us today, and their
Clem Orlowski (RIP)
relatives.
Angelo Grech (Int)
Charlyn DeCoudres
5:30 pm Rodney Meyer (Int)
Robert DeCoudres
Monday 2/18/19
Andrea Diego
8:00 am Rotolo Apellanes (RIP)
Virginia Ellis
All Souls in Purgatory (Int)
Marie Fox
Tuesday 2/19/19
Diane Halal
8:00 am Heather Fallon & Family (Int) John King
Sean Belk (RIP)
Larry Larocco
Wednesday 2/20/19
Edna Lia
8:00 am Heather Teresita Dulay (RIP) Brenda Meicht
Thursday 2/21/19
Rodney Meyer
8:00 am Jonathan Pinto (Int)
Lupe Monteluo
Daniel Flores (RIP)
Diana Mortensen
Eugenio Guzman (RIP)
Daisy Ordoveza
Friday
2/22/19
Juliana Quickel
8:00 am Myhanh Anderson & Fam. (Int) Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Saturday 2/23/19
8:00 am Rebecca Garcia & Fam. (Int) Cathryn Smyth
Marco Solano
5:30 pm OLR Parishioners
Cecilia Messano (RIP)
Paul Apusan (Int)

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parish Community,
This upcoming week, we welcome our WCEA Accreditation
Team. We are blessed to have Mrs. Sally Todd, Assoc.
Superintendent of the Diocese of Orange and the WCEA
Commissioner as our chairperson, along with four teachers
representing various schools in the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles. The school renews its accreditation once every six
years. Prior to the team visit, the school is involved in a twoyear self-study to determine strengths and weaknesses in all
areas (faith life, spiritual growth, academics, enrollment, fiscal
soundness, etc.). From the self-study, five critical goals are
formulated and those become the driving force of the school
for the next six years. The goal created for our faith focus is to
engage faculty/staff, parents, parishioners, and students in all
aspects of parish life by continuing to provide
invigorating faith formation opportunities. We hope to create
a momentum that will encourage parents to bring their
children to Mass and to fully participate, as a family, in all
aspects of parish life. The overarching goal is to have a
vibrant, flourishing parish. We ask for your prayers for our
parish school as we embark on a new six-year vision of
excellence. ~Blessings, Mrs, Holmquist

Student Corner
Here at OLR School, it's basketball season! The boys' and
girls' A teams (7th & 8th grades) both had strong seasons. The
girls qualified for the playoffs! The boys' B (5th & 6th grades)
and boys' and girls' C (3rd & 4th grades) seasons are in full
swing. Everyone is playing hard and learning a lot. One thing I
like about sports at OLR is that everyone who signs up gets to
be on a team. Next up is soccer and baseball! Go Bears!
~Katie, Grade 7, OLR Student Council Sports Representative

Priest Schedule
2/17/19

2/24/19

3/3/19

5:30 p.m.
Vigil

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Bill

Fr. Scott

Fr. Scott

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Follow
Refuge YAM
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/refugeyam/

website:
www.refugeyam.org
email:
refugeyam.gmail.com

