November 1, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Fri 11/2

Family Math Game Night
6:30-8:30pm

Tues 11/6

Picture make-up

Fri 11/9

Minimum Day-End of first
trimester 12:35pm dismissal

Mon 11/12

Veteran’s Day-No School

Thurs 11/15

Step It Up Event

Wed-Fri
11/19-23

Thanksgiving Break

Tues 11/27

PTSA Meeting 8:30am, HO
Library

Thurs 11/29

Collaboration Day 11:40am
dismissal

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Parents>PTSA>Event Calendar.

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…
Dear Highland Oaks Families,
A huge thank you to Matilda and Farrah for chairing a
successful Book Fair last month. I managed to find time
away from work to witness our children browsing the
shelves with excitement and waiting eagerly at the cash
register. It is an uplifting feeling.
It is also heartening to join the large crowd participating
in the Family Read Night on October 18. Isn’t it lovely to
witness the teachers reading books aloud and circled by our
children? Isn’t it wonderful to meet other parents and
exchange our stories about kids and work? Many thanks to
our chairs Jean and Jessica for organizing a lovely
community event!
We also had Red Ribbon Week last month. It is a time for
us to emphasize to our children the lessons of staying
healthy and growing up drug free. Many thanks to Julie and
Linda for your thoughtful planning and execution.
To continue chronicling the busy October, we had a
humongous turnout for our first Donuts with Dad event.
Parents lined up outside the MPR for a taste of fresh coffee
and delicious Krispy Kreme donuts. It was spectacular. I
am running out of praises for Amy and Sharon for their
meticulous and diligent work. Applause also goes to the
other parents who came to the MPR early in the morning
and helped to feed half of the Highland Oaks Dads.
Last but not the least, I would also like to thank Dawn
Stone and Steve Rhee for planning and hosting our first
restaurant night last Thursday. The program is becoming
more challenging as times have changed. Dawn’s
persistency in taking on the challenge is truly appreciated.
Again, many thanks to all the wonderful volunteers. I am
happy to report that we are ending the month of October
on an incredible note!
Hua Chen,
HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com
(626) 215-4694

Arcadia Council PTA President, Jennifer Jackson guest
speaking at the last HOPTSA meeting about how
volunteering in her children’s schools has made a difference
in her life.

Coffee Talk with
2nd grade teacher,
Mrs. Julie Salvador
How did you decide to become a teacher?
As long as I can remember, I knew I wanted to
work with kids. I started a babysitting service
when I was a teenager and always helped out the
younger Girl Scout troops. When I first started
teaching, I couldn't wait to come to work and see
the excited looks on my kindergarteners
faces. Thirteen years later, I'm still as passionate
about teaching and am glad that I found a career
that I love!
Tell us something about your family.
My husband and I have two energetic boys. Evan
is in First Grade here at Highland Oaks and Logan
will be starting Kindergarten next year. We are a
huge baseball family and are usually busy coaching
their little league teams.
What are your hobbies?
I enjoy snowboarding and going to the beach. I
love to swim. I also enjoy bike riding with my kids.
What would you tell your second grade self?
I would tell my second grade self to not be afraid
to try new things. I would remind myself to worry
less and just have fun; enjoy being a kid and not
rush to grow up.
How are you involved with the Highland Oaks
website?
I am responsible for keeping the Highland Oaks
website up to date with various school activities
and events. I also update information for the
Highland Oaks PTSA and Designing Dads. The best
part is finding fun pictures from various events to
include on the website.
If you could create an app, what would it be?
I would create an app that would make it easier
for kids to get ready for school in the morning.

HOPTSA would like to thank
parent, Farrah Fei for being first
time Book Fair co-chair and room
parent to two classrooms.
Farrah dressed as a gnome advertising
for the Book Fair. Way to Go!!!

Kids Learn About Safety
Thank you Arcadia Firefighters and Police
Officers for coming to visit. The Firefighters showed
students how to stop, drop and roll, and the Police
Officers talked about staying drug free.
Students and staff district wide participated in the
Great California ShakeOut on 10/18 at 10:18am.
Kids learned to drop, cover, and hold on during the
earthquake drill. Check out
https://www.shakeout.org/california/

Dear Readers,
If you would like to submit photos, articles, or
suggestions to Hawk Talk, please e-mail
HOPTSA@gmail.com
If you would like to nominate an Incredibles
Volunteer please go to the school office parent
sign counter to fill out a slip.

Animation Night Thank you to everyone who

We have received over 30 entries this
year from our students for our
Reflections competition this year.
The entries will be submitted for judging
and results will be posted in November.
Good luck to all of our students!

made it out to our 4th Annual Animation Festival/Family
Movie Night last month! What a great night! We had an
amazing turnout again this year and everyone had a
fantastic time with family and friends enjoying a pizza
dinner together and being entertained by 12 animated
short films from the U.S., U.K., Switzerland, Hungary, and
France.
A huge THANK YOU to all our Animation Festival volunteers
who made the night such a great success including Nana
Shen, the Taylor Family, and all the terrific Arcadia High
School students from the National Honor Society! Matt
Taylor, Animation Festival/Family Movie Night Chairperson

After School Library Hours
The school Library will be
open every Wednesday
from 1:20-2:00.

CLUB HIGHLIGHTS
Helping Hawks Club is collecting candy for Treats for Troops by: Maya and Sairam
Do you ever have so much candy from trick or treating that you can’t finish it all, and you are scared
that somebody may sneak in and steal it? We’ve got a solution! Donate some of your candy for the
people in the Military! Helping Hawks Club will collect candy through November 6th. If everyone
donates a handful of candy, we'll have a very full bag of treats for the troops! Please bring candy to
the office.
Rhythm Instruments Club Mrs. Phung shares her love of music by teaching the students
how to read music, use drums, rhythm sticks and triangles.

Book Fair

Thank you everyone for supporting the Book Fair. The Book Fair is an opportunity to

promote literacy. For students making purchases on their very own, it is also a way to learn about how to
manage money. We sold over $13,000 books and items. 25% of sales goes back to the school. Thank you to
the volunteers Yohsuang Tsao, Linya Call, Sung Yom, Tran Ly, Susie Yu, Michelle Wu, Carmen So, Barbara Miles,
Christine Logan, Sharon Liu, Amy Liu, Michelle Lee, Cristina Wu, Berry Tsai, Joyce Chang, Angela Lin, Steve
Rhee, Jenny Liu, Matt Taylor, Stephanie Cha, Marie Ferrer, Echo Wen, Yen Ping Wu, Pricilla Wu, Jun Du,
Heather Sibley, Kristen Olko, Cindy Chen, Hong Qui, Jasna Grabvac, Weizhen Li, Silke Herr, Pauline Tam, Joyce
Chow, Michelle Wu, Megan Au, Grace Young, Josipa Casey, Trisha Dawkins, Gina Escarcega, Heidi Yoon, Kieshla
Bruner, Nana Shen, Mei Low, Mijana Petrlic, Caryn Hoon, Jennifer Gu, Andrea Hong, Lily Berkun, Cinlu Chang,
Monica Man, Angela Wu, Jennifer Oyoung, Susie Y, Kim Valentine, Deanna Tantraphol, Ling Tsai, and Maggie
Lo . An especially big thanks to Yuliza Santoso who came everyday to help.
Farrah Fei and Matilda Young, Co-chairs

Thank you parents for donating books to your
child’s classroom library.

Family Read Night had a great turn out! Kids had a lot of fun completing scavenger
hunt, book title charade, read with a parent/partner, take a picture with Geronimo Stilton, book exchange and
of course listened to our wonderful teachers read stories! Each child got to choose a cool book to take home
and received raffle tickets for fun prizes such as Story Cubes games and LA Clippers tickets. Big thanks to the
teacher readers: Mr. Homan, Ms. Hawkins, Ms. Chang, Mrs. Hargrave. Thanks also to staff, parent and high
school volunteers: Mrs. Mattera, Mrs. Johnson, Jean Peng (co-chair), Jessica Chow (co-chair), Julia Salvador,
Sim Ling, Jennifer Guo, Linya Call, Mrs. Mejia and the Spirit Club students who dressed up as Geronimo Stilton.

Mr. Homan

Mrs. Hargrave

A Colorful Array…

A Spooktacular Halloween Parade

BOO!
Here you are dressed up for the night
You knock and knock hoping to fright
Instead I am dressed up too.
I give you a fright when I yell BOO!

