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Spotlight On | Graphic Design
By Ed McBride

Karen Robbins sits in her Graphic Design classroom
surrounded by prize winning art pieces her students
have won over the years. Visible over her shoulder
are three Strawberry Festival winning posters, won in
2005 by Izumi Kurokawa, in 2013 by Roya Dejan, and
this year by Natasha Aitouganov. “Although it isn’t
required,” she says, “I encourage my students to enter
contests.” The winning Strawberry Festival poster
earns a $2,000 first prize.
Other prizes won by Karen’s Graphic Art students
include two Gilroy Garlic Festival awards in 2012 and
2014, a Santa Paula Citrus Festival winner in 2010, and
an Art and Pumpkin Festival winner in 2017.
Karen has been teaching at LAUSD for 38 years. She
started with one night a week classes teaching Painting
and Stained Glass and then moved into Graphic Arts
in the days before there were computers in classrooms
and the teaching was all about Art. Now her main
focus in her three levels of Graphic Arts classes is
on Adobe Creative Suite which includes Photoshop,
InDesign and Illustrator programs. “You always have
to keep up with technology,” she says in explanation.
“You need to learn the latest software. Some schools
are working with ten year old software, but we aren’t. I
have to prepare my students for the workforce.”
So, where do they go from here? Karen has former
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students working in animation, at least one at Disney.
Her students work in Fashion Design and Web Design
and a lot of them go into photography jobs, or work at
sign shops, after learning Photoshop.
Before earning her BA in Fine Arts from CSUN, Karen
had hoped to attend the fancy Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena but couldn’t afford it. The tuition
there today is over $40,000 a year. “But the little known
secret,” she says, “is that we have the same set up here
in our Graphic Design program that they have over
there. And for $100 per quarter.”
Students can take each Graphic Design level only
twice. And though it isn’t required, students who
come in with art skills have a big advantage. Art is
still the foundation of everything else Graphic Design
students do.
“I love what I do,” Karen says in summary. “I love
coming in every day, showing what I know and
watching my students implement what I teach them.
They say, if you love what you do, it never really feels
like work, right?”

Natasha Aitouganov, 2019 Strawberry Festival Poster Winner

As Karen looks back at the prize winning posters
behind her, a visitor realizes that he is looking at a
prize winning teacher too.
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Black History Month

This week ESL classes will be covering the
EL Civics topic, “Employment”. Assessments
are due back to the CASAS office by Friday,
March 1. For members of the EL Civics
Correction Team, the week of March 4 is
an EL Civics correction week. Come to
Bungalow B at 12:30 PM on Monday for a
Professional Development refresher.

Black History Month was first recognized in the
United States by President Gerald Ford in 1976.
President Ford urged all Americans to “seize the
opportunity to honor the too-often neglected
accomplishments of Black Americans in every
area of endeavor throughout our history.”

CASAS test make-up days for this week:

Black History Month is also celebrated in the
UK, Canada, and the Republic of Ireland.

Reseda Campus

A Message from
Our Principal

Just a reminder about
teachers “Reporting to
Work on Time”. Article
IX, section 3.3 of the
District contract states
that Adult Education
teachers shall be at their
assigned duty station at
least ten minutes before the first daily class or
other assignment begins, shall remain at their
assigned duty station at least ten minutes
after the last class or other scheduled work
duty ends….
Please be aware of the contract requirements
and be on time.

Tuesday
6:30 PM

Pierce College Campus Tour

Van Nuys Campus
Wednesday
6:30 PM
West Valley Occupational Center Campus
(in Bungalow B)
Monday - Thursday
8:45 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:30 PM, or 6:30 PM

Shirley Chisholm (left), first black woman elected to the
United States Congress
President Barack Obama (right)

Student Council News

Class Terms
Quarter 1
10 Weeks

Quarter 2
9 Weeks

Quarter 3
10 Weeks

Quarter 4
9 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
10/19/18

10/22/18
thru
01/18/19

01/22/19
thru
03/29/19

04/02/19
thru
06/07/19

Trimester 1
13 Weeks

Trimester 2
13 Weeks

Trimester 3
12 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
11/09/18

11/13/18
thru
03/08/19

03/11/19
thru
06/07/19

Semester 1
19 Weeks

Semester 2
19 Weeks

08/14/18
thru
01/18/19

01/22/19
thru
06/07/19

WVOC’s academic department will be
collaborating with Pierce College to provide
WVOC students the opportunity to explore the
Pierce College campus. The tour is scheduled
for March 7 at 9:00 AM. Participants should
meet Maria Gaytan, Teacher Counselor,
outside of Room 6 at 8:30 AM. Pierce College
staff will provide information about the
campus, admission requirements, and will
answer any questions students may have. All
ESL level 6, CTE, AC2T, Hi-SET and adult
diploma students are encouraged to attend.
Interested students should sign up in advance
in the counseling office.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
On Wednesday, February 13, 2019, Student
Council Representatives met to discuss ways
to improve their collaboration with students,
teachers and administration. Students were
excited to take part in this leadership role.
Among other topics, students discussed
upcoming events such as the LAUSD Charitable
Campaign, International Day, and graduation
events. Student Council meets monthly. For
more information, contact Cindy Canales at
ext. 286 or Ana Rubalcava at ext. 221.

Valentine’s Day has passed. But come and see
some of the St. Patrick’s Day and Easter cards
designed by our Graphic Design students.
Cards are available for $1.50 in Room 311 from
8:30 AM to 2:30 PM, Monday to Thursday, and
8:30 AM to 12:30 PM on Fridays.

Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Use spoken and written communication in their field of study
Follow verbal and written directions
Work independently and collaboratively

Demonstrate technological skills that support their goals
Learn skills necessary to enter the workforce or continue their education
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