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Making and reinforcing strong connections!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through a
positive and safe
learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.
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SHARE YOUR NEWS
News items for this
publication should be
submitted to the
Communications
Department via electronic
mail to the following:
clongoria@sbcisd.net or
icgonzalez@sbcisd.net.
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“The more
that you read,
the more things
you will know.
The more
that you learn,
the more places
you'll go.”
Dr. Seuss

American Writer

Congratulations, Ms. Reyes!

Frank Roberts Elementary teacher Priscilla Gonzalez was named the District Elementary Teacher of the Year
(TOTY), and San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy teacher Olga Reyes was named the District Secondary TOTY.
Both Gonzalez and Reyes have advanced to Region One Education Service Center TOTY competition.
Gonzalez graduated Summa Cum Laude from Texas A&M in Kingsville, earning a Bachelor of Science in
Communication and Sciences Disorders degree with a minor in psychology. She has been employed with the
district since 2016. Gonzalez, who is pursuing her master’s degree, is involved in numerous community service
organizations and holds several leadership roles.
Reyes earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and Reading from the University of Texas at Brownsville and later, a
Master’s degree in Educational Administration with an emphasis in Bilingual Education from the University of Texas
at Brownsville. She has been employed with the district since 1997. Reyes holds several leadership roles, has earned
numerous awards, and coordinates community projects.
The districtwide TOTY honorees are pictured alongside Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman during this
year’s Teacher of the Year luncheon where they were honored alongside fellow campus honorees.
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Even with the heavy rains, signiﬁcant progress is taking place
across the district on multiple projects aimed at improving the
learning and the learning environment for San Benito CISD students.
First, the transformation from Landrum Elementary to the Landrum
Educational Complex is well under way. The portion of the building
to be used for the Joe Callandret Positive Redirection Center is
completed and ready for the move. Gateway to Graduation ofﬁces
will be completed by early July. The majority of district departments
that will be relocating to the educational complex will have their
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
areas ﬁnished and ready to move in by mid-July. The building is
Superintendent of Schools
really taking shape for its intended use going forward.
Next, LED projects at two elementary campuses, Dr. Garza STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Academy and La Encantada, are nearing
completion. All lights on both campuses will be LED creating a well-lit learning environment while
consuming signiﬁcantly less energy. A third project, the replacement of lights at the San Benito High
School softball and baseball ﬁelds, will be completed in July. Additionally, painting and ﬂooring
projects at Dr. Garza STEAM Academy are nearing completion. A remodeled cafeteria will be
completed in the early Fall so the overall campus is shaping up to look the part of a true STEAM
academy. Technology and instructional materials for engineering have been purchased and the faculty
has undergone Project Based Learning training and will complete training on engineering projects in
July. National Institute for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Academy
training is pending but will be completed so the campus can earn a national STEM certiﬁcation.
San Benito High School is in the process of getting a partial face-lift as well. Construction work in the
A and B halls continues on the ceiling, painting, ﬂooring, classroom storage, and doors. The main
ofﬁce has new ﬂooring and painting.
Canopy projects at three campuses are also underway. Footers have been poured, and the canopies
should be completed in July.
The district’s commitment to improving the technology available for instructional use is still going
strong. An additional 150 interactive whiteboard projectors are set to be installed in classrooms in July
and August.
Professional development sessions are in full swing. Recently, campus administrators received initial
training from the International Center for
Leadership in Education. Campus
principals participated in the national
Model Schools Conference and will
bring some innovative ideas back to
implement. The statewide Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
Resource Conference will provide
additional instructional support prior to
the start of the 2018-2019 school year,
and a full slate of professional
development opportunities are
scheduled for August when all
instructional staff returns.
As we continue to work to
become the Gold Standard in
San Benito Schools’ campus principals recently attended a
all areas of public education,
professional development training session led by International
please enjoy the Summer
Center for Leadership in Education (ICLE) representative Mark
break and take the opportunity
White. The school district’s Board-approved partnership with ICLE
to spend time with family and
will help provide assistance in making best practices and innovative
recharge to come back with
approaches to instruction and leadership a reality in local
classrooms. ICLE’s approach examines curriculum, instruction, and
renewed energy to start the
assessment along the two dimensions of higher standards and
2018-2019 school year!
student achievement.

The Board-approved
10-hour 4-day workweek
that began on Monday,
June 4, will continue
through Thursday, July 26.
Summer
The school district will be
operating Monday through
Thursday from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM.

Hours

In accordance with the
Board-approved summer
schedule and in conjunction
with the 4th of July holiday,
ALL district ofﬁces and
departments will be CLOSED
the week of July 2-6. They will reopen at 7:00 AM
on Monday, July 9.

Congratulations, Class of 2018!

2018 Health Science Technology graduates recognized
San Benito High School recognized this year’s Health Science Technology graduates qualifying to earn certiﬁcates in their ﬁeld of study in the
following areas: Certiﬁed Medical Assistant, Certiﬁed Medical Ofﬁce Assistant, Certiﬁed Emergency Medical Technician, Certiﬁed Insurance and
Coding Specialist, Certiﬁed Nurse Aide, and Emergency Medical Technician candidates.
Health Science Technology students are required to follow a sequence by design. In the ninth grade, they begin with Principles of Health
Science and Medical Terminology. In the tenth grade, they are enrolled in Health Science Theory, followed by Practicum in Health Science I,
where they are in class the ﬁrst semester and in clinicals the second semester. Finally, students choose to participate in Medical Ofﬁce Assistant
Program, Medical Assisting, Certiﬁed Nurse Assisting, Medical Billing and Coding, Pharmacy Technician, or Emergency Medical Technician ﬁelds
of study. The alignment of courses ensures the skill development necessary to pass their respective state exams.
This year’s Health Science Technology graduates are, front from left: Leslie Torres, Chawntel Faz, Pixie Hernandez, Monica Morales, Myranda
Mata, Osheanna Rodriguez, Diana Moreno, Karen Lugo, Leticia Robles, Desiree Tamayo, Reina Weber, Gladis Flores, Jessica Gonzalez, Kimberly
Palacios; middle, Emilee Barraza, Joanna Ayala, Desiree Rodriguez, Eleana Romero, Keila De La Rosa, Miriam De La Garza, Karissa Arellano, Penny
Escobedo Luna, Diana Avila Valenzuela, Hannah Cavazos, Melissa Estrada, Karen Hernandez, America Martinez, Julissa Zuniga, Kayleen Reyes,
Noah Rodriguez, Alexis Gonzales; top: Andrea Castillo, Zeneitha Iracheta, Kayla Medellin, Daniel Mendiola, Jose Gonzales, Luis Gomez, Nathan
Zavala, Ruben Valenzuela, Gerardo Hernandez Jr., Hector Garcia Jr., Francisco Fuentes, Faith Zavala, Erika Galindo, Lizette Garcia, Aaron
Cervantes, Alexis Garcia, and Julissa Zavala.

... the possibilities are endless!
San Benito CISD Gifted and Talented (GT) students recently participated in a fun-ﬁlled, educational
ENCORE CAMP – Engaging Communities for College Readiness (ENCORE) Program Career Awareness
and Mentorship Program (CAMP). It was an opportunity that allowed participants to explore different
careers paths in the areas of science, technology, engineering, math and business.
Through the ENCORE CAMP programming, GT students were able to understand the importance
and beneﬁts of a college education through
technology-driven activities designed to increase
students' skills in the areas of communication, teamwork,
critical thinking, problem solving, global awareness,
creativity and innovation.
ENCORE is an initiative of the Texas Valley
Communities Foundation in partnership with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation. The program's primary goal is
to ensure that all students in the Rio Grande Valley
graduate from high school fully prepared for college,
work and life.
(Photos courtesy of the Texas Valley Communities Foundation)

Special Olympics athletes compete in state Summer Games
Twelve Special Education students proudly represented San Benito CISD at the 2018 Special Olympics Texas (SOTX) Summer Games
at the University of Texas at Arlington.
The event is SOTX’s largest competition of the year, featuring more than 3,000 athletes from all around the state of Texas
demonstrating their skills in one of six sports – athletics (track and ﬁeld), basketball, soccer, tennis, cycling, and gymnastics.
To qualify for the 2018 Summer Games, athletes were required to train for a minimum of eight consecutive weeks in the appropriate
sport and also had to compete at their area-level competition in the sport they are participating in.
San Benito athletes participated in basketball individual skills events and, collectively, brought home 12 awards, including ﬁve gold,
two silver, and one bronze medals. Individual results are the following:
San Benito High School students:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rafael Bustos – First Place, Gold;
Estefania Cerda – Second Place, Silver;
Juan David Garcia – First Place, Gold;
Amanda Lopez – First Place, Gold;
Janet Morales – Second Place, Silver;
Frank Torres – Fourth Place;
Billy Jo Vela – Third Place, Bronze;
Angel Villagomez – First Place, Gold;

San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy students:
•
•
•
•

Amairany Cortez – Fourth Place;
Melvin Manrique – Sixth Place;
Fernando Rodriguez – Sixth Place; and
Rudy Segura – First Place, Gold.

Special Olympics Coordinator Rick Tamez and coaches Belinda Amaya, Cindy Puente, Ofelia Owens, Maria Cisneros, Davis Ezell,
Jesus Zuniga, Omar Carvajal, and Mel Sosa traveled with the student athletes to the summer competition.
Tamez explained, “Our hometown athletes were determined to do their very best to place in this basketball skills event. Overall ,
they did an outstanding job. They are all winners!”
“I would like to congratulate all the students that participated in the 2018 Summer Games. They have trained hard for the past weeks
on their basketball skills. In addition, I would like to thank all the coaches for supporting our students,” added Special Services
Director Ernesto Manriquez.
The local Special Olympics Program empowers special education students to become physically ﬁt, productive, and respected
members of society through sports training and competition. For more information, contact Tamez at (956) 361-6221.

¡Muchísimas gracias a todos!
During a ﬁesta-themed employee awards ceremony, board trustees and district administrators honored
retirees and service award recipients for their dedicated service and commitment to public education, the
children of San Benito, and the departments and programs of San Benito Schools. Members of the La
Encantada Elementary ballet folklórico dance team provided special entertainment. Everyone celebrated
the conclusion of a successful academic year! Thank you so much, everyone!

Eduphoria!

Naviance Family Connection

View KSBG TV programming on LiveStream and YouTube.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in
its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar de San Benito no
discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo requieren el
Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la Ley de Discriminación por Edad
de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

