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Hello to all TMS families:
Cooler weather has arrived and second quarter is underway. The first quarter ended on
October 19th. With that, you should have received a grade card reporting first quarter grades.
Grade cards were mailed home on October 26th. If you haven’t received your child’s report
card, please contact us at 447-3358 to request one. Please spend time reviewing the report
card and discussing with your child ways in which they may improve. If you have questions
and/or concerns regarding your child’s academic progress, please don’t hesitate to contact
your child’s teachers.
TMS Parent Teacher Conferences were held on Monday, October 29th and Thursday,
November 1st. For anyone who missed conferences, please feel free to contact your child’s
teacher(s) to schedule a date and time that is convenient for you.
Congratulations to all of our TMS fall sports teams! We are proud of our student athletes for
their dedication and hard work throughout the season. Great job to our cheerleaders, crosscountry team, football team, and volleyball teams.
Please be reminded TMS doors open at 7:35 each morning. With the change in temperature,
please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather. In the event of extreme
temperatures and/or inclement weather, our doors will be open earlier than 7:35.
Pick-up for PTO fundraiser items is scheduled for Monday, November 12th from 2:30-5:30.
Please use the doors located in the rear of the building near the outdoor pop machine.
On behalf of the TMS Staff and myself, we would like to wish you a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving break will begin on Wednesday, November 21st. Classes will
resume on Monday, November 26th
Lastly, I have included part of an article
outlining four strategies that are helpful with
parenting Generation Z.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be
of assistance. I am happy to help in anyway.
You can reach me at 447-3358 and/or by email
at shawn_murphy@tiffincityschools.org
Have a great November!

Four Strategies for Parenting Generation Z
So, let me suggest some parenting ideas you might use as you lead your kids:
1. D on’t freak out.
We need to let our kids take appropriate risks in our “safety first” world. But, when they choose
something odd or even crazy, stay calm. Whatever you do—don’t freak out at the seemingly
strange decisions teens feel empowered to make today. From tattoos, to piercings, to decisions
about friends, to gender fluidity—kids growing up today are living in a very new world. If we don’t
react emotionally, but talk to them respectfully, we earn the right to help them think through the
long-term implications of their choices. This is our role: wise and steady leadership. Equip them to
think long-term ; think big-picture, and think high road.
2. Affirm them a ccurate ly and specifically.
Generation Z kids are privy to the hyperbolic praise Millennials got from parents. Everything was
described as “awesome”—even when it really wasn’t. Adult leaders should be thoughtful with their
encouragement, praising teens with words that reflect the genuine performance of the teen. They’ll
actually believe us if we do. Also, we must affirm “effort”—which is a controllable—instead of
what’s uncontrollable. Instead of saying to a female, “You’re gorgeous,” why not say: “I love the
strategy you used when you planned your student council campaign. It was spot on.”
3. Be cle ar about their equations.
I discourage having a ton of “rules,” and encourage you to remind kids of life’s “equations.”
Equations are simply outcomes for wise or poor behavior: if you do this, that is the benefit; if you

do that, this is the consequence. As a result, students begin to learn that life is full of equations.
Upon entering adulthood: if you don’t pay your rent, you lose the apartment; if you do pay rent on
time, you get to keep it. Such equations will equip Generation Z kids about how the world works.
Make the equations clear and be sure to follow up on them.
4. M odel consiste ncy.
One of the most conspicuously absent elements in our world today is consistency. Nothing seems
to be consistent—except inconsistency. Uncertainty is everywhere. Change is happening all the
time: couples divorcing; jobs changing; rules are updated; TV shows are terminated…even our
Internet connection can be spotty. Parents and teachers must be consistent in their verbal and
visual cues. Kids feel secure when consistent leadership is exemplified.
The post Four Parenting Strategies for Leading Generation Z appeared first on Growing Leaders.

Moving forward, mid quarter
interim grade reports will be
mailed home only to those
students receiving grade D+
and below.
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PTO News
Fundraiser items will arrive on Monday,
November 12. It will be sorted and ready
for pickup between 2:30 and 5:30 in the
gym. A reminder that bus students will not
be able to take their orders with them on
the bus, so please make arrangements to
have those items picked up. More details
will be sent home later. Thank you for
your support.
Also, our next monthly meeting will be
Tuesday, November 13, 5:00, TMS
conference room. Please join us.

Lunch & Learn at TMS – October
The October Lunch & Learn provided by the Tiffin Business Advisory Council looked at computer
careers. Approximately 30 students learned about several different computer jobs.
Heidelberg University provided three speakers to enlighten the middle school students.
Professor Sean Joyce provided a general overview of the many careers one can go into when they
specialize in computer science and information technology. He shared with the students that computing
careers today are among the fastest growing careers, are stable, and provide flexibility. Some of the
general fields in computer science are infrastructure, networking, forensics, cyber security and design.
Computer jobs also provide extremely good wages. Professor Joyce shared via a power point the paths
to careers in computing whether it be an Associate’s Degree from a community college or a Bachelor’s
Degree from a college or university.
Professor Nathan Cutietta talked about working in the gaming field. He explained the education
required, the hours worked, and the need to combine art, graphics and programming. Creativity is
extremely important in this field, along with good communications, teamwork and problem solving skills.
Tori Smith, works at the HELP Desk at Heidelberg University. She is a recent graduate. Tori explained
what she does in a day from fixing projectors and computers, troubleshooting problems, teaching
software to students and professors, keeping the network working, plus a multitude of other problem
solving jobs during any given day.
All three speakers along with Mrs. Chris Joyce, TMS Guidance Counselor helped the students see that
the computer skills that were presented are used in most businesses and industries in the country.

Our Next Generation of Programmers
Mrs. Ott
Ed Tech Teacher | TMS Studio Director | CS First Coach

Many of my students have an interest in designing and programming, but few opportunities to explore that
interest. I've established an environment to meet that need, now it is time to break away from the keyboard
and screen to bring creations to life! You can help by donating to:
https://www.donorschoose.org/ott
If the project is fully funded, students will
construct designs using Lego Mindstorms
and iPads to program their creations to solve
problems. Teams of students will work
together to create a plan then take their
concept through the design process. It is my
hope that they will begin to appreciate how
failed experiments foster learning and
progress with each iteration to their design.
Students will gain many skills applicable to
any job including collaboration, time
management, resource management and
planning. They will also develop STEM
specific career skills.
Please consider donating and spread the
word on to others.

Dear Parents,
Don’t forget, the TMS Choir Winter Concert is Monday, December 3rd. The concert will begin at 7 pm
in the Tiffin Middle School Gymnasium. Please put this date on your calendar and come support the
students who are working hard to put on a great performance! The groups will perform a wide variety
of choral pieces featuring music from three popular films. There will be something for everyone.
Several students will also be featured through solos and small group parts. Hope to see you there!
Also, make sure to follow @ChoirsTMS on twitter for updates on performances, videos and pictures
from the classroom. If you do not have twitter, make sure to check out Mr. Ridge’s school website for
the same information. Thank you!
Cory and Kimberly Ridge
TMS Choir Directors

7 Grade English- Mrs. Vasko
Congratulations to the following students in Mrs. Vasko’s
7th period English class for winning the first quarter Pride
Point competition:
th

7 : Chad Bauman, A.J. Bonnell, Sebastian Bostic, Aniya
DeMonte, Aubrey Gibson, Hannah Gilts, Blake Glick, Kyra
Harrod, Jessica Herron, Makenna Houck, Ivan Hurst, Jordan
Jacobs, William Kern, Jack Koerper, Immanuel Mamphey,
Brayden Martin, Matthew Quillen, Dylan Reinhart, Griffin
Ringle, Jadyn Robertson, Carson Sauber, Malaynah Smith,
Mathew Stahl, Kaylee Stevens, Landen Thornsberry, Micah
Wagner, and Griffin Wells.
th

Also, congratulations to the “heroes” from Mrs. Vasko’s 1 , 5th, and 8 period classes:
st

th

1st: Alexander Albert, Nathan Arend, Dylan Beard, Kenna Bowles, Alex Bupp, Alec Burns,
Corbin Craft, AJ Duffy, Ashley Edmond, Miranda Fanning, Kelsie Fry, Brady Gooding,
Michaela Griffin, Alyissa Hartson, Brooke Johnston, Julie Keefe, Lucas Kisaberth, Sami
LeGrant, Lily Luzader, Ana Morrison, and Colman Ziegler.
5 : Braylon Auble, Lexi Blodgett, Steven Borawski, Addie Kreais, Erin Mackling, Hannah
Risner, Nick Russell, Annaelise Wheeler, and Leila Williams.
th

8 : Preston Elchert, Elise Fleck, Anberlin Fogle, Ari Hines, Adisson Houdeshell, Madison
McBride, Jaxon Miller, Payton Monaco, Aydan Newman, Hinata Oi, Matthew Peter, Alexis
Quickle, Bryce Roggow, Alahna Stiltner, and Jude Thompson.
th

The aforementioned students were punctual, prepared, and respectful the most often and
therefore enjoyed a pizza lunch on October 24 , 25 , or 26 .
th

th

th

Thank you to the parents who donated food/beverages for the parties! J

Tiffin Middle School recognizes students monthly based upon their
positive attitude and behavior in class. We evaluate their willingness
to volunteer, to display a cheerful behavior, leadership
characteristics, and their willingness to work with other students and
staff. We are looking to honor students for their contribution in
making our school the best school it can possibly be.
September winners were:
Jace Riesen
Ciera Huffman
Brayden Roggow
MaKaylee Kidwell

Olivia Karg
Cole Hoffman
Gracelynn Stover
Alexis Smith

Vincent Kidwell
Jack Koerper
Maggie Joyce
Kylee Thom

Gr. 6 Advanced Science
On October 11, Mrs. Bupp’s sixth grade Advanced Science class went on a
field trip to Heidelberg University to work with professors and university students
from the science department. The day started at the Gillmor Science Hall with a
welcome from Heidelberg’s president, Dr. Huntington. The students were then
divided into groups and rotated to different activities. The students observed a
drone demonstration by Dr. Mark Mitchell and learned about surface and
groundwater systems with Dr. Amy Berger. The students also were able to
participate in science activities that included computer coding with the Computer
Science club, the chemistry of making slime with Dr. Aebly and chemistry
students, and how increasing population affects watersheds with Professor Boehler
and Professor Ewing. At the end of the trip, the students were treated to an all-youcan eat lunch at Hoernemann cafeteria.

The Olympians Visit TMS
TMS was extremely fortunate to host five Olympians on October 23rd in conjunction
with Elite Sport & Culture Week, collaboration with Tiffin University. The morning
P.E. classes, and the 6th and 7th grade student-body during their intramural times, met
and interacted with the following Olympians:
Dr. Liston Bochette (Puerto Rico: Bobsled & internationally acclaimed artist)
Sebastian Keitel (Chile: sprinter & broadcaster)
Gary Morgan (USA: race-walking): He also brought a torch carried in the Olympics
that the students were able to hold/carry
Dean Greenaway: (British Virgin Islands: track & field, sports journalist and
photographer)
Barbra Higgins (Panama: fencing). She also brought equipment and allowed the
students to try their hands at it!
The messages they delivered were larger than the sport they participated in at the
Olympics. Goal-setting, perseverance, work ethic, respect, and being kind were
emphasized throughout their talks with students.
Check out more information on the social media spectrum Twitter @elite_week. Be
sure to ask your child about their visit!

Quarter 1 - 8th Grade Weight Room Warriors
TMS Weight Room Warriors is an incentive program for eighth grade
physical education students. TMS Weight Room Warriors incentive program
emphasizes four important leadership characteristics. These characteristics are:
hardest worker, most improved, best attitude, and clean up leader. At the end
of the first nine weeks, students voted for classmates in each of the categories.
Students who received the most votes will have their name displayed on the
TMS Weight Room Warriors board, which is displayed in the front hallway
outside the gymnasium doors. In addition to their names being displayed, the
winners each receive a TMS Weight Room Warrior T-shirt. Be sure to
congratulate these first quarter winners!

