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Career Explorations

Maria Paxson putting a balloon car
together.

Randy Yardley checking out the Recycle Screw
Pump he had put together.
Students are introduced to various career
areas such as air and space; yes that
includes making various shaped paper airplanes.
They really travel.
Making Star Wars vehicles from Legos facilitates
spatial awareness and is a benefit in careers such as construction,
automotive repair, designing, and engineering to name a few.

The First Native American Female Engineer

Born on August 9, 1908 in Oklahoma, Mary Golda Ross was the first female
and only Native American engineer at Lockheed Aircraft Corporation in Burbank,
California during the Space Race. She is a part of the Cherokee tribe. Since she
was little, she had always been interested in math and science. Ross worked for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington D.C. and was then sent to Santa Fe to
serve as an advisor at a Native American school, which later became the Institute
of American Indian Arts. She earned her master’s degree in 1938. Her work
centered on the performance of ballistic missiles and other defense systems.

Shanice Sinquah

Spring Coming Events:
Sports Banquet

Thursday

May 3

Prom

Saturday

May 5

Senior Banquet

Thursday

May 10

Mother’s Day

Sunday

May 13

Senior Class Trip
Graduation

Saturday
Saturday

May 11-15
May 19

Two of the many plants that grow in the Arboretum behind the
Dishchii’bikoh Elementary School.
Ceanothus greggii (Buckbrush or Buckbush)

The flower cluster is a small cluster of many white flowers. The fruit is a horned capsule a few
millimeters wide which bursts explosively to expel the three seeds. The seeds require thermal
scarification from wildfire before they can germinate. This shrub is eagerly browsed by livestock
and wild ungulates such as Mule deer and Desert Bighorn Sheep. Also known to attract a variety
of bird species. d’ikii = buckbrush or buckbush

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rhus trilobata (Skunk Bush, Basketbush, Squawbush)

Squawberry was a common part of the desert dweller’s diet in the
American Southwest (Niethammer 1974: 79). Squawberry, like other sumacs, is
part of the Cashew Family and is thus closely related to poison ivy, poison oak,
and poison sumac. However, squawberry looks very different from its
poisonous cousins, but if one is allergic to any member of the Cashew Family
(including mangos) he/she should avoid this plant. Squawberry is also known
as squawbush sumac, skunkbush sumac, ill-scented sumac, lemonade sumac,
lemonade-berry.
Squawberry fruits are the main part of the plant that has been consumed
by Native American tribes. It tastes delicious raw, dried, or preserved in jam.
Squawberries were commonly ground up in meal, which was sometimes mixed
with cornmeal or added to other foods to make soups, porridges, sauces,
cakes, and other recipes when a lemon-like flavor was desired. Try using the
berries to make sumac-ade or squawberry tea.
As a medicine, parts of the squawberry bush have been used to treat
smallpox, colds, tuberculosis sore gums, stomach troubles, grippe, poison ivy
dermatitis, and bowel troubles. It can also be used as a deodorant or perfume.
Squawberry branches and pliable stems are used in basketry and furniture
making. The berries, bark, roots and leaves can be used to make a mordant or
dyes of various colors. Squawberry leaves can also be mixed with tobacco and
smoked (Moerman 1998: 473-475).

chínk’ ézhé = squawbush

